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•'We’re giving up 
; the demon 
drink in droves 
; ... Or are we? 


ON SATURDAY 


Saturday 27 December 1997 70p (|R6Sp) No 3,492 


Hunting dogs are poisoned 


- WbU, they certainly chose their 

, moment. As large swathes of the 

'* nation woke up to stinging. 

tongue-shrivelling, stomach- 

■ V twisting hangovers, a remper- 
; : v -'5i ance society yesterday predicted 

that more and more of us will 
Es. give up booze in the New Year. 

- -As The Rechabifes Friendly So- 

’-‘ T V:r ciety, founded more than 160 

years ago to offer financial 
policies to people who abstain 
” ’ • from alcohol, said temperance 

- b was making a comeback, among 

' . - - people of all social classes, 
r.v- Its chief executive, William 

Turnbull, said: “We are seeing 
- - . substantial growth in the num- 
ber of people abstaining from 
.. 7 alcohol and this manifests itself 
in increased demand for our 
-- .77 products over the past few 
.. ,77. years. Our membership stands 

- I'.'j at more than 28,000 and is ex- 
7 , " panding steadily.” 

7 T He claimed there were now 
. . 7 '; more than a million non-drink- 
" ing adults in the UK. One of the 
; ~ . places with the highest rates of 
."_7 ~ abstinence was Scotland. 

■ Andy Willis, executive d i- 
‘ -' r rector of the British National 

■ “ Temperance League, said: 

“Temperance is growing in pop- 
•' ularity, especially among the 25 

•- to 34 age group where numbers 

■ - - abstaining from alcohol have 
•• -r more than doubled in the past 

‘ - 17 years.” 

' - The Rechabites was found- 
ed in northern England in the 
1 9th century to help workers se- 
cure a future for themselves and 

their families. Now the society 

.. provides medical insurance. 


and savings and life assurance 
policies to people from all walks 
of life. 

Mr Turnbull said: “The pub- 
lic arc starting lo turn away from 
alcohol. While it is important to 
keep the issue in context, we are 
definitely seeing the emergence 
of a trend and this is a trend 
which transcends social class 
and demographic category.” 

It is hardly surprising, per- 
haps. that a temperance society 
is claiming success. But the 
Government's Social Trends 
survey for this year recorded an 
increase in the number of men 
and women drinking more than 
the recognised sensible maxi- 
mum amounts, from 25 per 
cent of men in 1984 to 27 per 
cent in 1994-95, and from 9 per 
cent to 13 per cent of women. 

Most surveys of British 
drinking habits have found that* 
alcohol consumption is chang- 
ing nature, rather than vol- 
ume. We are becoming more 
enthusiastic about wine, and 
slightly less enthusiastic about 
beer. But tectotalism seems to 
be a small minority pursuit. 
(The word was an early sound- 
bite, coined in 1833 and simply 
emphasising the T of Total. It 
means keeping off all alcohol, 
not simply spirits.) 

However many Britons are 
swearing, one way or another, 
to mend their ways Ibis morn- 
ing. the evidence suggests that 
most will be stiffening their re- 
solve with “a small one” by ... 
well, by this evening at the very 
latest 



The Western Hunt gathering at Madron, West Cornwall, yesterday. Hounds belonging to another hunt, the 
Tredegar Farmers’ Pack, in Gwent, were allegedly poisoned; inside story, page 5 Photograph: Sam Morgan Moore 
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Angry MPs to ask Mandelson why 
he won't speak to the Commons 




Peter Mandelson is to be 
asked to explain himself 
to a Commons 
committee after claims 
that he has been refusing 
'to answer MPs' 
questions. Our political 
correspondent reveals a 
parliamentary assault on 
Tony Blairis most 
controversial minister. 


Once a month, Mr Mandelson 
appears before the House for 
five minutes and answers just 
one question about the Mil- 
lennium Dome. Now he could 
face a whole raftof questions 
from MPs about why he is not 
mc*re>»otujtable to them, as 
the ministerial code on open 
government requires. 

Rbodri Morgan, a Welsh 
LabourMP and diainnan of the 
PubBc -Administration Com- 
mittee-one of the most influ- 
ential in the Commons - has 
asked officiate to look at how 
previous ministers without port- 


folio were made accountable. 

He will write to Mr Mau- 
delson asking him to explain 
why he failed to give full answers 
to written questions from Nor- 
man Baker, the Liberal Demo- 
crat MP for Lewes. If he is not 
satisfied with the reply be could 
decide to hold a full inquiry and 
call the minister to give oral 
evidence. 

“If the problem persists iff 
the new year there will be a po- 
lite note to the minister without 
portfolio to ask bow he can rec- 
oncile his answers with the 
code,” Mr Morgan told The In- 
dependent. 

He added that David Clark, 
who heads the Cabinet Office. 
Mr Mandelson’s department, 
“has taken a very strong line 
that, with freedom of informa- 
tion coming in, it is best for min- 
isters and civil servants to get 
used to it and to get into that 
spirit now”. 

Although the committee had 
no powers to force a minister to 
answer questions, he added, it 
did have the power to ask him 
to explain evasive behaviour. 


Mr Baker has written to Mr 
Morgan to complain that Mr 
Mandelson never answers oral 
questions on anything but the 
dome, even (bough be sits on 1 1 
cabinet committees and co- 
ordinates government policy 
across all departments. 

Tony Blair has told Mr Bak- 
er in a written reply that Mr 
Mandelson can be questioned 


vide information only when dis- 
closure would not be in the 
public interest’'. It adds that 
where information is withheld, 
a relevant exemption under the 
code - for example national se- 
curity or commercial confiden- 
tiality - must be quoted. 

But Mr Baker has compiled 
a dossier of written answers giv- 
en by Mr Mandelson which he 


EXCLUSIVE 
BY FRAN ABRAMS 


on these wide-ranging issues 
through written questions. How- 
ever, the Liberal Democrat MP 
says Mr Mandelson’s written an- 
swers have been so evasive that 
they have broken a ministerial 
code on open government. 

The Code of Practice on Ac- 
cess to Government Information 
says that ministers “should be as 
open as possible with Parliament 
and the public, refusing to pro- 


says do not fit in with the code. 

For example, when asked 
what were the objectives of his 
recent visit to France. Mr Man- 
delson replied: “i do not pro- 
pose to disclose the details of 
conversations, meetings or oth- 
er engagements undertaken in 
pursuance of my duties as Min- 
ister without Portfolio.” 

Mr Baker, who has been a 
dogged pursuer of Mr Mandeb 


son. asked in November for a list 
of occasions on which he bad 
complained to the media since 
2 May about reporting of the 
Government, and was referred 
to an answer given five months 
earlier to the Conservative MP 
Nick Hawkins. The answer, 
when tracked down in Hansard, 
turned out to be: "No”. 

When asked to list details of 
the journeys he had taken at the 
public expense since May - a 
question answered in great de- 
tail by many other ministers - 
Mr Mandelson replied: ”1 have 
travelled at public expense 
wherever this has been neces- 
sary to the fulfilment of my min- 
isterial responsibilities.” 

Mr Baker argued that the 
minister without portfolio was 
exploiting a lack of dear rules 
about the duties and responsi- 
bilities of someone in his posi- 
tion. He asked the committee 
to hold an inquiry and to take 
oral evidence if necessary. 

Mr Mandelson’s spokesman. 
Benjamin Wegg- Prosser, said he 
had asked the Leader of the 
House. Ann Taylor, for an ex- 


tra 10 or 15 minutes each month 
to answer oral questions on the 
dome. Details of his trip to 
France had been given just be- 
fore Christmas- five months af- 
ter Mr Baker's original query - 
in response io a question from 
a newly elected Labour MP. 
Jacqut Smith. 

Some questions, such as 
those on how often Mr Man- 
delson spoke to journalists, 
were too cosily to answer. 

“The whole point about be- 
ing a minister wjthuut portfo- 
lio is that yon don't have a 
portfolio. When Mr Mandelson 
was given responsibility for the 
dome he was granted oral time 
in the House to answer ques- 
tions like that,” he said. 

Mr Mandelson asked for 
extra tune at Questions just days 
before another Commons com- 
mittee, the Culture, Media and 
Sport Committee, said his five- 
minule slot was inadequate. Its 
report said such was the lack of 
information on the dome that 
it was “not so much a journey 
through tune as..- a journey' into 
the unknown”. 
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Straw gets tough Computer blues Soviet spy secrets 

-fLi.Q. _ , . r _ — _ n career You've finally got that computer you wanted. Foreign Office documents revealing 

TTw Home Secretary s p an P on Christmas Day and the sensitive behind-the-scenes moves that 
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Foreign Office documents revealing 
the sensitive behind-the-scenes moves that led 
to the biggest explusion of soviet spies in 
British history are to be released early in an 
unprecedented gesture of “open government". 
Page 6 
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He fought for your freedom 
- will you save his life? 





AT 

NIGHT 


Fifty years ago Harry risked his life nightly in 
the RAF. Today he fights a deadly new foe - the 
bitter cold. 

One in four homeless people is an ex-serviceman like 
Harry. No longer needed by the country they defended, 
they are forced onto the streets by poverty. Frail and ill 
they are vulnerable to freezing weather. In winter 1 995, 74 
people perished while sleeping rough, in London alone. 

You can help Harry - and hundreds like him - survive 
this harsh winter. Send £25 to Crisis today. We’ll use it 
to give a homeless person food, warmth and a bed at 
one of our emergency cold weather shelters. 

Harry gave so much for our generation — will you 
spare £25 to save his life? 


Crisis Winter Emergency 


Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: 
□ £I5 D£25 n£50 □£250*other£ 

I enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: 

O Visa ED MasterCard D Switch 1 other 

r^ nn ///////////////// 

* Last three digits of Switch card no. ~J A Switch issue no — f _ 

Expiry date 1 Signature 

* Gifts of £250 or more are worth almost a third extra to us under Gift Aid 

Name (caps) MrfMrs/Ms ; 

Address 
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% COLUMN ONE 

Life in the fast lane ‘is 
cruel to mice’ 


The notion of an Irishman banning racing sounds absurd. On learning that 
he is referring to mice racing, it sounds even more absurd. , 

Billy Kelleher, a Fianna Fail main government party representative, is 
leading calls for a nation-wide ban on that little-known sport involving 
placing a bet on a mouse. Seeing how the rodents run is, he says, nothing 
short of cruel. 

Mr Kelleher made his demand following reports that Galway’s Uni- 
versity Gollege in Coil: had provided runners from its laboratory for a mouse- 
racing festival. He branded the festival, which is being staged this weekend 
in the Co Galway village of Ballymacward. u a Mickey Mouse event” and 
urged its cancellation- “The university should maintain its squeaky -clean 
image," he said. “Providing mice for a racing festival hardly enhances it. 
In fact, it damages Ireland’s national image. I was surprised that the uni- 
versity should agree to provide mice for ihe festival even if it was for fund- 
raising purposes. It is crueL and an alternative should be considered.” 

Mice racing may sound silly, but apparently it is a lot of fun. So much 
so that seven years ago two Americans, Harvey Coffee, 64, and Bob Dob- 
bins, 63, set up “Gateway Downs Mouse Racing" in St Louis. “My wife 
thinks I'm a little crazy, but she goes along with it." said Mr Coffee, who 
breeds the domestic mice in a bam near his home. They take the mice on 
tour, doing shows at schools, churches and halls. The track is 12 feet long 
and instead of circuits there are “dashes". The favourite is. of course, “Big 
Cheese.” 

Mr Coffee’s and Mr Dobbins's mice-racing venture is so popular that 
it is booked up six months in advance. To help newcomers to mice rac- 
ing, they publish a raring programme called the Raring Daily News, which 
provides statistics on each mouse's racing history and comments such as 
“looking for roses" and “hasn't shown much”. Most patrons, however, do 
not study the form closely, but prefer to go by the names. 

A night out with the mice usually includes six or seven races, which 
are run about 20 minutes apart. Mr Coffee, who used to dance at a cer- 
tain Casa Lama Ballroom, begins each race by opening one of the “pad- 
dock cages" and pulling out a mouse by its tail. He dances back and forth, 
dangling the mouse by its tail before putting it into a starting gate. 

And Mr Kelleher says this span is cruel ... — Gare Gamer 
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Rising star: Michael Adams as a 1 2 -year-old playing the former world champion Boris Spassky 

Adams moves to the fore in chess showdown 


TOURJ ST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.44 

Italy (lira) 

2,814 

Austria (schillings) 

20.05 

Japan (yen) 

20.97 

Belgium (francs) 

58.96 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

232 

Netherlands (guilders) 

321 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.78 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.94 

Portugal (escudos) 

289.69 

France (francs) 

934 

Spain (pesetas) 

240.73 

Germany (marks) 

2.86 

Sweden (kroner) 

1239 

Greece (drachmei) 

453.96 

Switzerland (francs) 

2.3J 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.47 

Turkey (lint) 

327,339 

Ireland (punts) 

1.11 

USA ($) 

1.62 
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An era ended on Christmas Day when Nigel Short. 
Britain's leading chess player for the last III years, 
was knocked out of the World Chess Championship 
by Michael Adams, the heir apparent to the British 
grandmaster’s throne. 

Short was defeated by Adams in Ihe International 
Chess Federation l Fide) championships in Gronin- 
gen. in the Netherlands. 

Adams. 26. now meets the man who began as 
favourite for the event. Between now and the end 
of this year, he will play a four-game match against 
the Indian grandmaster Visqanathan Anand. 

They last met in a World Title qualifier three years 
ago when Anand, who is now 28. won by the im- 
pressive margin of 5'A to 1 ■/,. But in those days, Adams 
was only Britain's second best player. The next few 
days will be a good indication of how much he has 
improved. Whoever wins will still have to overcome 
Anatoly Karpov, the reigning Fide champion, in a 
match for the tide. 

But even that will not be the final hurdle. For the 
worid’s number one player. Garry Kasparov, refused 
to participate in the current event. As soon as this 
event is over, negotiations will surely begin for a show- 
down match to establish who really is the best chess 
player in the world. 


Short had enjoyed the fruits of his position at the 
pinnacle of British chess since 1993. when he qual- 
ified for a World Title match against Garry Kasparov. 
By comparison, his results since then have been dis- 
appointing. but he had returned to his best form in 
the World Championship which was run, for the first 
time, as a series of two-game knockout matches. 

After eliminating several players rated higher than 
himself. Short came up against Michael Adams in 
the semi-finals of the eliminators. After losing the 
first game, he came hack with an impressive equal- 
ising win. By the rules t>f the competition, they then, 
had to play two games in w hich each player started 
with only 25 minutes thinking time on his clock. With 
considerable prize money (£220.01)0 to the winner) 
as well as reputations at stake, hoih men played cau- 
tiotisJyand both games were drawn. They then moved 
on to two games at 15 minutes each. Two more care- 
ful draws. The final tie split was a play-off in which 
While (who has the advantage of m»wing first) starts 
with five minutes while Black has six. Suddenly 
Adam*' changed strategy and adopted what looked 
like ;» risky attacking plan with the black pieces. It 
paid off beautifully, and Short resigned the game and 
the match as Adams' attack broke through. 

— William Hartston 


CONTENTS 


News 
Hunting 
Health News 
News 

World New s, 
-Despatches ■ — ; ■ -- 
Missing in Chechnya 
World News 
Arts 

Obituaries 
Leader, letters 


America’s favourite comic leaves the stage 


Business 
Personal R nance 
Motoring 
Property 

Big Picture 

Gardening" • - 
Games 

Sport Tin 


18 

nee 19,20 
21 

- 22,23 

'"'Thne«ff i -8 i 
Time Off, 10 
Time Off. 12-24 


Crossword 28, Time Off, 10 
Weather Time Off, 2 

TV & Radio The Eye 




NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L4% of the raw material for UK 
newspapers in the first half of 1997. 


Jerry Seinfeld, the New York stand- 
up comic who created and gave his 
name to the most-watched show in 
the history of American television, 
is calling it quits. The decision, he 
says, is all about liming 
. ,After nipe seasons of making 
Setnfeld, ‘ihe : comedian and his 
colleagues told the NBC network 
that they wflj be making their last 
episode next May. Thus will end a 
sitcom that will take its place on the 
pantheon of television comedy 
gems alongside the likes of MASH* 
Cheers and / Love Lucy . “I want- 
ed to end the show’ on the same 
kind of peak we've been doing it 
for years," Seinfeld told yesterday's 
New York Times. “1 wanted the end 
to be from a point of strength.". 

While Seinfeld is currently the 


second most popular television 
show in the United Stales during 
this last season it became ihe 
most watched show ever produced 
hv the industry. In many wavs, it 
became u signpost for Ninelies's 
East Coast culture and society. 

Its demise is a disaster for N BC. 
The network was reportedly al- 
ready paying .Seinfeld at least $lm 
per episode. After acri- 
monious negotiations lust spring, it 
agreed to give his main o> stars, play- 
ing Elaine, George and the barmy, 
hair-style impaired, neighbour, 
Kramer, $61)0,000 each per show. 

Seinfeld, .set in Manhattan, each 
week alighted on one seemingly tri- 
fling challenge of urban life — such 
as exiling a supermarket and not 
being able to find the car or the 


terrors of being a horrible dancer 
- and turned it into 30 minutes of 
killing hilarity. 

Among phrases that were spo- 
ken first on Seinfeld and then en- 
tered the everyday lexicon were 
■‘Yada, vada, yada" ( roughly “bla. 
bla. bla"), and “Not ihar there's" 
anything wrong with that". 

NBC was said yesterday to of- 
fered Mr Seinfeld something 
around $5m a show to keep it in 
production beyond next spring, but 
money was apparently not the 
main issue. "It was an extremely 
difficult thing to do. This show has 
been the greatest love affair of my 
fife." Seinfeld said. “But we were 
all together on it. Wc all felt we 
wanted to leave in love." 

— David Usbome, New fork 
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A political thinker credited with having a profound 
influence on new Labour, criticised the Government 
yesterday for cutting lone parents' benefits, without 
first showing that work was available for them. Am- 
atai Etzioni, the founder of Communifiiruinism. has 
met Tony Blair. He is said to have influenced the new 
wording of Clause Four of labour's Constitution, 
which replaced nationalisation with a Matemem that 
“the rights we enjoy relied the duties we owe". 

Interviewed on BBC Radio yesterday. Professor 
Etzioni. who i.s based at George Washington Uni- 
versity in the United Stales, suggested that the de- 
eisiun to cut benefits was" nut very communitarian’'. 

The notion of getting people off before there is real, 
solid evidence that we have provided them with work 
or opportunities m find work, is uni punitive ... wc 
don't have the evidence that work will be available." 

— Fran Abrams 


UPDATE LA? 

PETS . / j-.., .:'- 

Abandoned dogs on the increase 
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Academics to check out bouncers 





Burly bouncers are to be the target of undercover academics as part of a 
new study in which researchers will lift the lid on the burgeoning econo- 
my in the private policing of pubs and clubs. 

Dr Dick Hobbs, a criminologist of Durham University, has been given 
£1 16.000 from the Economic and Social Research Fund to try to find out 
what makes bouncers tick and how revellers are controlled. Lifeline, the 
Manchester-based drug support and information agency, will also help with 
the study. Dr Hobbs said: “Sanctioned violence, or the threat of violence, 
from paid thugs is the usual method of controlling the potentially volatile 
atmosphere at venues. There Is this world which we walk past but we don’t 
know what goes on.” The study, The Art and Economics cf Intimidation, 
will look at the options available to establishment owners and try to find 
the best way to police drinkers, and, increasingly, drug users. An under- 
cover academic will take up a job as a bouncer in the North East Similar 
jobs may also be sought in the Northwest, London and elsewhere. Dr Hobbs 
has carried out a number of undercover studies into Britain's criminal Un- 
derworld and has had books and articles published" about -his work.' 

THE DEMON DRINK 

Demand for aledhol ^drying up’ 

A record number of people could be giving up drinking in the'New Year, 
a temperance society has claimed. The Rechabites friendly Society, found-' 
ed more than 160 years ago to offer fina n c i al policies and services to peo- 
ple who abstain from alcohol said temperance was making a comeback. 

Its chief executive William Turnbull said: “We are seeing substantial 
growth in the number of people abstaining from alcohol and this mani- 
fests itself in increased demand for our products over the.past few years. ’ 
Our membership currently stands at more than 28,000 and is expanding 
steadily." 

He said there were now more than a million non-drinking adults in the 
UK. One of the places with the highest rates of abstinence was Scotland. 

Andy Willis, executive director of the British National Temperance 
League, said: ‘Temperance is growing in popularity, especially among the 
25 to 34 age group where numbers abstaining from alcohol have more than 
doubled in the past 17 years.” 

POLITICS 

Festive cheer for Hamilton 

After a year with little to celebrate, NeD Hamilton has received some cheer- 
ing Christmas news - he has finally managed to beat Martin Bell at the 
polls. The disgraced former trade minister came third in an award for the 
male politician of the year, and Mr Bell came fourth. 

A poll of 800 customers at ft>liuco’s bookshop in Loudon, marry of them 
MPs. placed him beneath only Tbny Blair and Gordon Brown for the man of 
the year title. The Prune Minister came top; and the chanceUor second. Michael 
Portillo was fifth while William Hague managed only ninth place with 4 per 
cent of the vote. There was good news, too, for Mr Hamilton’s wife Chris- 
tine; she swept the board in the “Parliamentary secretary of the year” cate- 
gore. with hundreds of nominations. Last night Mr Hamilton said he was 
delighted. T can only put it down to the news coverage which The Indepen- 
dent gave to me," he said. Harriet Harman was ranked “Worst Labour min- 
ister, with 5 1 per cent of the vote, while Peter Mandelson came second. 


The John Lewis Clearance. 
It’s like a sale, only better. 


™ S T DAT «»Ur AT RETER lOltES - S ,„„. , 0 „R WF „ D 

mmm KINGSTON. Ml,rCN KEYNES. PETERBOROUGH 

““ OP S SON - Noilinqh.m 

.R,G„T.LEE- S ..,W, GEORGE HENPY ROBERT EAYLE -Camtui,,. „ EmiNS . TYRRELL t GREEK . Ea.ttianipt, 


ST, : .r- A- 


At Juhn Lew i.s Department Slures, rven means that if « v Imd „ local retailer IV, 

— — ^,T. u „„_ mrdingk : ^ - 7 "7 - - f 

- * — * u—*: **r-.»..**L*J r 7 e,0hn 

dL I.TLT Leuu Clearance. Its better then a ale. 





:A\- r *”wnw| “ 

*-• - — 

■ wsa4di,v. 

: «T<,! .T* v*. T .;•* 

2 -<*■*** '-■ ■ 

d. sr’. 
i;3i-r *"■' 

•nth 

r*: - 1 irvt3f 


Perils art 
jmwary < 


*****' 

• i - 4-ri Vf ■. 

. on «Har 


• -VC « 

' - *s *#*- 

: - 

"-'Vv V 1 
; -'Mon. 


nr*- ^ 

I!* V 


1 'Vjys- 

prr 




■ 

*c‘. » . 

We.: , 


■■ 

- 

itor 


"v. r r\ 


Hr* 

,v i&t 




- % 







3/NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 27 DECEMBER 


8s o n 


'Heck 



°ut b 0 


Record sales bargains 
attract record turnout 


Bargain-hunters: Shoppers queuing yesterday at a designer dottiiqg factory outlet in Oxford Street, central London, where prices were cut by up to 75 per cent Photograph: Ruj Xavier 


Britons had barely digested 
their turkey before they started 
queueing outside Slones in Older 
to get a headstart in the sales. 
From 6am yesterday - three 
boms before stores opened - 
consumers were standing on 
pavements preparing to de- 
scend on the biggest January 
sales in years. It was a record 
turnout, for record reductions. 

The House of Fraser de- 
partment store in Glasgow 
usually expects around two 
dozen early birds. ‘‘There were 
around 60 shoppers and we had 
to open all our doors instead 
of just the usual main door,” a 
spokesman said. “A lot of our 
merchandise has discounts of 
up to 50 per cent," Card hold- 
ers will receive an extra 10 per 
cent off purchases. 

Marks & Spencer, BHS and 
Habitat ate among those who 
start their sales today. Thom- 
son's, Britain’s largest tour op- 
erator, is also having a sale from 
today, with savings of up to 
£100 per person for summer 
holidays booked in January. 
Those wanting to bargain bunt 
at HarrodswQl have to wait un- 
til 7 January, when the singer 
Cher will launch the sale. 

At the new branch of Fur- 
nitureland, in Manchester, 
which opened for the Gist time 
yesterday, the atmosphere was 
“absolutely heaving’', with 
shoppers pouring into the store 


at 10am prompt. Transactions 
were not just on interest-free 
credit either, according to 
Roger Handley, the store's 
marketing director. “There's 
definitely a lot of cash credit 
around,” he said. Among the 
most popular purchases there 
was a 6ft wide bed reduced 
from £999 to £499, with an ad- 
ditional £50 knocked off be- 
cause it is being sold a new 
store. 

Keen gardeners in Bristol 
queued for an hour outside the 
department store, Gardiner 
Haskins, (o beat the rush to the 
popular seed stand. Packs of 
vegetable and flower seeds 
had been reduced from around 
£3 to just 15p. Allan Weeks, 57, 
a van driver at the front of the 
queue, said: “I have come here 
every year for four yearsJi is 
like an annual pilgrimage." 

The Bristol branch of Cur- 
iy's had knocked up to £200 off 
computers, £120 off fridges and 
£100 off video recorders. Sony 
Playstation computer game con- 
soles are so popular that they 
did not have to be reduced. “Wfe 
bad totally sold out before 
Christmas, but now we have re- 
stocked and they are in such 
demand we don't need to put 
them in the sales.” said deputy 
manager, John O'Connor. Sev- 
eral stores carried notices from 
Sony apologising for the lack of 
stock. 


Computer world struggles to bridge comprehension gap 


fcfcoho! ‘drying up 


for Hamilton 




Computer programmers 
realty are nerds who are 
turning the rest of us 
into computer anoraks 
too, according to new 
research. As thousands 
of children and their 
parents struggle with the 
instructions of their 
Christmas computer, 
Louise Jury investigates 
reasons for the difficulty. 


So at last you are joining the 
electronic age. Santa delivered 
a computer and you have been 
sitting there since Christmas 
lunch trying to fathom it out. 

It is not working. Some- 
where along the line there is a 
major comprehension gap. This 
may not be your faulL 

Dr Paul Nightingale, of Sus- 
sex University, says the problem 
is that the people who make 
technology know about tech- 
nology by definition. They do 
not understand those of us who 


do noL “Their perception of the 
problem they are solving is veiy 
different.” he said. 

“You need a certain kind of 
mathematical genius to juggle 
the ideas to make elegant [soft- 
ware] designs. But brilliant 
minds aren’t very good at ordi- 
nary things like washing and 
shopping. They are what you 
could call very loosely coupled 
to reality. 

“So they're not necessarily 
any good at understanding how 
people work and how software 


is used. They don't understand 
that secretaries might want to 
stop for a chat, because they do 
everything by e-mail.” 

Take Bill Gates, founder of 
the Microsoft company and 
now a billionaire whose hobby 
is attending physics lectures - 
Robert X Cringely, describes 
him thus in his book. Acciden- 
tal Empires: How the boys of Sil- 
icon Valley make their million, 
battle foreign competition and saU 
can’t get a date: “The second 
most important woman in Bill 


Perils and pitfalls that await the 
unwary on the World Wide Web 


If, after much tweaking 
of wires and banging of 
keys, you’ve finally got 
the computer you 
bought for Christmas 
connected to the 
Internet, congratulations 
- your problems are just 
beginning. Charles Arthur , 
Science Editor, on what 
to beware when you’re 
surfing. 

A growing body of evidence in- 
dicates that the Internet is a ter- 
rific information resource -but 
that it is also increasingly the tar- 
get for get-rich -quick schemes 
and scams aimed at the unini- 
’ tiated. 

For those who have barely 
stumbled onto the World Wide 
Web, a vita] first stop may be a 
site run by a busband-and-wife 
team in the town of Obey, 
Maryland. 

Called Scam busters, and lo- 
cated at http://www.scam- 
bustersLorg it is dedicated to 
warning newcomers about the 


latest frauds - some very sub- 
tle - being perpetrated on the 
NeL They include sending peo- 
ple e-mail telling them that a bill 
is outstanding, and that the re- 
cipient must ring a number or 
else the bailiffs will be calling . 

The bill is fake - but the 
phone number connects to a 
recording in the Caribbean, 
with charges which can be up to 
£10 per minute. One of these 
companies used its connection 
through a British company. De- 
mon Internet, and sent e-mails 
to thousands of Americans 
telling them to call a number 
prefixed with the code “809”. 
While most ignored it, some did 
call and found themselves lis- 
tening to a slow recording 
telling them their call would 
soon be dealt with. Demon cut 
the company off and is consid- 
ering taking further action. 

Bat those who have just 
logged on have one advantage: 
the people who send out such 
e-mail - known as junk e-mail, 
or more colloquially, “spam" 
(after die Monty Python sketch) 
- do not have your address yet. 
They can usually only get ft if 


it appears in a Web page, or if 
you type it in to a Web page, or 
if you post your normal address 
in one of the thousands of dis- 
cussion groups, ot “news- 
groups’’. Anyone considering 
doing that should look first at 
the information offered by the 
Scambusrers on avoiding letting 
the “spammers” get your ad- 
dress - for once they have it, 
they will relentlessly send you 
details of.pyramid schemes ( il- 
legal in the US and UK), mul- 
ti-level marketing schemes 
(which are guaranteed to fail), 
and wonder products and share 
tips which will generally do ex- 
actly the opposite of what is 
forecast for them. 

Another wrinkle to watch for 
is sites or e-mails which ask for 
your credit card or bank details. 
A number of Californians have 
recently been contacted with of- 
fers to take part in the “Niger- 
ian bank” fraud - except they 
aren’t told it is a fraud. The mes- 
sage says there is a huge amount 
of money for which they want 
to use your account as a stop- 
ping-off place, offering you a 
oil In fact, if you give out your 


details, any flow of money will 
be out of your account, not in. 

Yet the problem of "spam", 
both in newsgroups and c-mail, 
continues to grow. There are an 
estimated 13 million pieces of 
junk e-mail sent every day - each 
one imposing its cost on the re- 
ceiver. rather than the sender. 

The problem is worse with 
news postings. According to 
DejaNews, a US company 
based in Austin. Texas, which 
archives newsgroup postings, 
there are about 730,000 new 
“posts” every day. taking rough- 
ly 5,000 Mb (5 gigabytes) of stor- 
age - vet two-thirds of that is 
either “spam” (including pyra- 
mid schemes) or messages sent 
by systems administrators trying 
to remove those unwanted mes- 
sages from the system. 

"Newsgroups are a tremen- 
dous source of information and 
exchange used by over 24 mil- 
lion people around the world.” 
said Guy Hoffman, head of 
Deja News. “Unfortunately, a 
small number of individuals 
and companies are abusing Lhe 
Usenet to the detriment of 
everyone else.” 


BBC romps home in festive ratings battle 


The BBC1 comedy Men 
Behaving Badly attracted 
15 -5 million viewers, making it 
the most popular Christmas 
Day television show, the BBC 
said yesterday. 

The programme, screened at 
10.20pm, Involved a catalogue 
of Yule tide disasters for flac- 
mates Gary and Tbny, played by 
Martin . Dunes and. Neil Mor- 
rissey. •Their antics beat the 
grumblings of Victor Meldrew 
(actor Richard Wilson) in 
B BCE’s One Foot In The Grave, 
which had 15.1 -million viewers. 

Some 12.4 million people 
tuned in to EnstEnders, with the 
comedy sporting quiz They 
Think h f sAtt Overdose behind 
on 12mUlion viewers, accord- 
ing to , provisional figures re- 


leased by the BBC. TTe televi- 
sion premiere of the Jim Carey 
film The Mask, also on BBC1. 
attracted 9.9 million viewers. 

The Queen’s Speech was 
watched by 8-2 million people 
on BBC and 3.8 nnUkn on ITV. 

On ITV, the highest viewing 
figure was 1Z6 million people 
for Coronation Street. 

Its second biggest attrac- 
tion was an hour-long episode 
of Emmerdale, which attracted 
9.4 million. 

The BBC spent £42 m on its 
CHrjgmas schedule this year. It 
traditionally invests more than 
ITV and it normally wins the 
ratings battle at Christmas 
hands down- Last year, for ex- 
ample, BBC1 alone accounted 
for 54 per cert r of all Christmas 


Day viewing - more than twice 
the proportion of those who 
watched ITV. 

The corporation invests so 
heavily' at this time of year be- 
cause the ratings victory it gets 
at Christmas picks up its aver- 
age audience share for the year 
as a whole. It also knows that 
ITV is unlikely to invest so heav- 
ily because advertisers like to 
advertise in the run-up to 
Christmas before people do 
their Christmas shopping. 

There is a marked difference 
in the price of air time during 
the last two weeks of Decem- 
ber compared with the first 
weeks,” says Mike Gorman, 
media director of Saatchi and 
Saatchi. 

“It happens because the gift 


advertisers, the drinks, choco- 
lates. fragrances and so on. 
want to get on air frum mid-No- 
vember when purchasing deci- 
sions are being made. By 
mid- December it is all over for 
them and they slop advertising.” 

There is also a feeling (hat 
at times of big national events, 
from the World Cup Finals to 
Royal Weddings, and including 
Christmas, the nation tends to 
turn to the BBC. 

"It becomes a self-fulfilling 
prophesy.” says Mr Gorman. 
“There is no intrinsic reason 
why rTV cannot lake on the 
BBC. Bui they seem to think 
they’ll lose the ratings bailie so 
they don't schedule their best 
stuff which in turn makes sure 
they do lose the battle.” 


Gates' life is probably his house- 
keeper, with whom he commu- 
nicates mainly through a 
personal graphical user inter- 
face - a large white board that 
sits in Gates’ bedroom - Bill can 
communicate his need for din- 
ner at 8 or for a new pair of 
socks (brown), all without hav- 
ing to speak or be seen.” 

Dr Nightingale, whose re- 
search at Sussex's Complex 
Product Systems Innovation 
Centre is aimed at trying to 
overcome this problem, said 


Gates is not alone. Computer 
obsessives were more than hap- 
py to avoid traditional human 
contact. “And they programme 
their perception of work into 
their computers.” 

Effectively, this forces the 
rest of us to behave like a com- 
puter nerd too. We have to 
think like them to use their soft- 
ware. 

Professor Roger Needham, 
vice-chancellor of Cambridge 
University and head of Mi- 
crosoft’s new £50m research 


project there, said it was un- 
doubtedly the case that many 
people thought computers were 
gratuitously difficult to use. 
But it was veiy difficult to dis- 
cover exactly what people un- 
derstood. 

“If you read Which? (con- 
sumer magazine] on the subject 
of gas cookers or washing ma- 
chines you’ll find some products 
being criticised for being diffi- 
cult to use. You would think 
we’d know how to get those 
right by now.” 


If people really differed in 
bow they use computers then it 
would be difficult to satisfy 
them all. Professor Needham 
said. 

“We know some tilings don't 
suit everybody, but if you offer 
all the options that in itself is re- 
pellent." 

His advice to anyone with a 
new computer was to get it to 
do something. “Then you begin 
to feel in control. It's when you 
can’t get it to do anything that 
it’s extraordinarily frustrating.” 
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Straw in move to tackle 
World Cup hooligans 


Football supporters and 
police yesterday cast 
doubts on plans by Jack 
Straw, the Home 
Secretary, to prevent 
convicted soccer 
hooligans going to this 
summer’s World Cup 
finals. Louise Jury checks 
out the criticisms. 


The Football Supporters’ As- 
sociation yesterday warned 
that Jack Straw's proposals to 
crack down on football violence 
were unworkable and did not 
tackle the root of the problenL 
Mr Straw is writing to the 
Crown Prosecution Service and 
all courts to encourage them to 
place restriction orders on of- 
fenders in an attempt to limit 
violence at the tournament in 


SAVE ££140 
ON LAUNDRY 


UP TO 72 Bi STORE 


France. Under the Football 
Spectators Act, people con- 
victed of soccer-related of- 
fences can be made subject to 
an order which prevents them 
from travelling abroad to 
matches involving England and 
Wales. 

They must report to a police 
station at the time the game is 
taking place and can be prose- 
cuted if they do not comply. 

But Alison Pilling, of the 
Football Supporters' Associa- 
tion, said this would noL help 
because it would only apply to 
people convicted between now 
and the World Cup finals, not 
to people who already have con- 
victions. “It is not really going 
to have much effect as a mea- 
sure against hooligans and ... I 
think it is going to prove un- 
workable.’’ The real problem, 
she added, was how the tour- 
nament was organised. “The po- 
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lice need to be taught how to 
deal with the problem of a 
smal l group of hooligans when 
the vast majority of fans in the 
ground are being well-behaved. 

“As we saw in Rome, the 
problem was really bad organ- 
isation before the game and the 
Italian police being very heavy- 
handed because they did not 
know bow to deal with a small 
group of troublemakers." 

Detective Inspector Peter 
Chapman, who heads the Na- 
tional Criminal Intelligence 
Service's hooliganism unit at 
Scotland Yard, also questioned 
the usefulness of restriction or- 
ders, which have been used 
only 10 times since 1989. 

He told BBC Radio4’s The 
World At One that the legisla- 
tion contained an ‘‘anomaly" be- 
cause the police could not arrest 
a convicted hooligan untQ he 
failed to report to police at an 


appointed time. He gave the ex- 
ample of someone 1 «Higcd 10 re- 
port at 4pm on Saturday. “The 
nonsense of it is l can sec that 
individual pass through 
Heathrow five or six hours ear- 
lier. knowing full well he is go- 
ing to that particular football 
match and can't do anything 
about it. 1 don't have the pow- 
er to stop him." 

Tony Banks, the spirits min- 
ister. speaking on Radio 4 s To- 
day programme said he was 

aware that some hooligans were 
not “mindless morons but 

"very calculating, professional - 

type people with jobs, whose 
game is violence, but who are 
using Football as the vehicle for 
violence". But he said the courts 
had shown themselves "re- 
markably reluctant" to impose 
restriction orders, which was 
why the Home Secretary was is- 
suing the reminder. 
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plans to force drug addicts who 
burgle and steal to feed thetr 
habits to undergo treatment 
could fail without more work on 
supervision of offenders in the 
community, the Government is 
warned today. 

Introduction of new drug 
treatment and testing orders 
was a major plank of Home Sec- 
retary Jack Straw's flagship 
Crime and Disorder Bill, pub- 
lished this month. But in a re- 
port today, the Chief Inspector 
of Probation. Graham Smith, 
said that in some parts of the 
country supervision of addicts 
in the community by probation 
services was often “unsatisfac- 
tory"- 

There was “a demanding 
agenda of work for probation 
policy-makers, managers and 
practitioners if the Govern- 
ment’s proposals on drug test- 
ing and treatment orders are to 
•be effectively implemented”, 
he said. A sample survey of pro- 
bation sendees showed that in 
" most areas the supervision plans 
.drawn up for offenders- with 
; (jrugs problems were “inade- 
quate", the report said. 
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Fewer ihan half the plans in - ' 

sectors studied came up to na- 

tionally laid down standards, 
which was a “significant con- 
tributor to the unsatisfactory 
supervision of offenders. Of- 
ten the plans were too general 
and unspecific, lacking dear ob- 
jectives and identification of re- 
sponsibility for action, etc,” the 
report said. 

In some areas, the problems 
of fewer than half the- drug 
abusers who were referred to 

the probation service were prop- 
erly assessed. “Some represen- 
tatives from health and 
voluntary agencies did express 
concerns about drug misusing 
offenders being ‘sentenced to 
treatment’ and it was clear that 
in some parts of the country, 
and in some agendes. it was un- 
likely that this view would 
change easfly,” it said. 

On the plus side, it said the 
majority of offenders receiving 
drug treatment - up to 80 per 
cent in some areas - were . 
judged to be controlling or re- 
ducing their drug misuse, with 
the standards of supervision 
satisfactory or better. 
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Teenager hanged in cell 

An investigation was underway yesterday after a 16-year-old 
boy was discovered hanged in a police cell. David Parsons was 
found dead by officers at 7.10pm on Christmas Day at Cock- 
ert police station, in Swansea- 

South Wales Police said the tragedy was being investigat- 
ed by the Pblice Complaints Authority and the Swansea coro- 
ner Richard Morgan. . ■- . 

A Home Office pathologist was' also called to the scene 
and was carrying out a post mortem examination yesterday. 

The Welsh force refused to give details about the cir- 
cumstances of David's death or why he was being held in cus- 
tody. 

Yesterday his parents Tony and June were being comforted 
by relatives at their home in Penlan, Swansea, just two miles i 
from the police station where he died. A family spokesman 
said: “Everyone is very distressed ... We are still waiting to 
find out exactly what happened." 

Boy abandoned in mix-up 

A five-year-old boy was reunited with bis parents yesterday 
after they accidentally left him at a petrol station. 

The couple drove off separately from the Tesco's garage 
in Dunmciw, Essex without realising that their son, Kyle Collins, 
had gone off to buy some sweets. The boy bad slipped out of 
Mrs Collins' car while she paid for petrol, and when she re- 
turned she presumed he had got in her husband’s car which 
had already left. The couple, from ELsenham. drove for more 
than hour before they heard a police appeal on BBC Radio 
Essex alerting them to the situation. 


COOK UP A UTTLE ROMANCE FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 
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handed in cell 


Saboteurs 
accused of 
poisoning 


A fortnight ago masked 
activists set about hunt 
supporters with baseball 
bats and iron bars. 
r Yesterday they allegedly 
S poisoned the hounds. Ian 
BumH says the incident 
spoilt an unexpected 
atmosphere of seasonal 
goodwill on hunting’s 
busiest day. 


; The “Antis" had come to pro- 
tect the fox. The police who 
stood between them and rival 
hunt supporters were there to 
slop the two-legged creatures 
tearing each other to pieces. 

But by the end of the most 
important day in the hunting 
programme the chief concern 
was not for fox or human but for 
seven dogs lying stricken with 
poison. 

-v The hounds, from among the 
Tredegar Farmers’ Pack in 
Gwent, bad allegedly been de- 
liberately targeted by renegade 
hunt saboteurs. The accusa- 
tion was promptly and angrily 
den ied by hunt protesters, who 
said no animal-lover would do 
such a thing. 

But David Mills, spokesman 
for the British Field Sports So- 
ciety in Wiles, was unrepentant. 
“It is absolutely appalling. 
These people simply do not care 
about animals. I would just like 
to be able to show them the 
dogs," he said. “The vet has said 
one is going to die. It was in a 
. coma and has stomach con- 
tractions and is vomiting.” 

. j Earlier in the day, activists 
bad come in their thousands to 
protest against blood sports 
. and. against expectations, no 
blood was spilL 

Folice fears of violence were 
; based on clashes a fortnight ago 
:■ at the Hursley and Hambledon 
; Hum when three people were 
: injured and 42 arrested after 
: hooded activists carrying wood- 
en staves and metal bars at- 
tacked bunt supporters and 
wrecked their cars. 

Yesterday, however, the sup- 
porters of the inedible were pre- 
pared to speak to the 
unspeakable, aibeil in distinct- 
ly unreverential language. 

At Maldon, Essex, where 
300 people gathered for the 
^ start of the bunt. Chief In- 
' spector Dennis Rensch was 


impressed with the degree of 
courtesy extended. "It’s a very 
contentious political issue at the 
moment and the demonstration 
was noisy and passionate, which 
is what we expected," he said. 
“I’m aware of no violence and 
I don’t think anyone over- 
stepped the mark.” 

Among the protesters was 
Angela Smith, Labour MP for 
BasikJon and Thurrock. “I’d like 
to think that this will be the last 
Boxing Day when we see hunts 
taking place across the country 
she said. “But I think, being re- 
alistic, it will take longer than 
a year to outlaw hunting, be- 
cause of the opposition we will 
face in the House of Lords." 

The future of hunting is un- 
der threat from Michael foster 
MP’s Wild Mammals (Hunting 
with Dogs.) Bili, which & unlikely 
to succeed. However, Tony 
Blair has indicated that the 
Government will allow anoth- 
er opportunity for a ban to be- 
come law within two years. 

Among the more famous of 
the 2 SU hunts taking place yes- 
terday were the Belvoir, Berke- 
ley, and Ouorn. 

Staghound, harrier, beagle 
and dragbound meetings also 
took place. 

The Prince of ^les, who of- 
ten rides with the Beaufort 
hum, was expected to miss the 
meeting in order to take part in 
the traditional Boring Day par- 
tridge and pheasant shoot on 
the Sandringham estate in Nor- 
folk. 

The large turn-out at many 
of the hunts yesterday prompt- 
ed supporters to claim further i 
evidence of widespread oppo- 
sition to Mr Foster s bill. 

But the MP saw it differently. 
“This proves that it is not a pest- | 
control method but entertain- 
ment," he said. 

Despite the fate of the Tre- 
degar hounds, the two sides 
seemed determined to show 
some Christmas spirit. 

Kevin Saunders, of the 
League Against Cruel Sports, 
said: “Everything has gone off 
peacefully, without people get- 
ting out of control ” 

Pamela Morton, of the 
British Field Sports Society, 
said 3,000 had turned out to 
support the hunts. “All things 
considered, it bas been a good 
day, without any serious trou- 
ble. The hunting was good too. 
as it was not frosty." she added. 


Hounded out: The Quom 
hunt at Ashby Foleville, 
Leicestershire, yesterday, 
when the main casualties 
on the most important day 
in the hunting programme 
were neither foxes nor 
humans, but dogs 
Photograph: Raymonds 
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Katie Lees protesting in Crewkeroe, Somerset, where 
i the Seavington foxhounds meet Photograph: Richard Austin 
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Is this room really travelling at sixty miles an hour? 


“Would you like another top-up?“, our congenial host enquired. 
Smiling, I held out my near-empty coffee cup across tlie table. 

Sitting face to face also allowed the conversation to continually 
flow, as the Mercedes V-class effortlessly wended its way toward 
our destination. Stretching out, I had to remind myself that our 


From the corner of an eye, I noticed the verdant scenery blur by 
like the brushstrokes of an impresskmisLpainting. 

Although, if truth be told, the whole experience seemed slightly 
more surreal. After all, who has ever heard' of a room xpv 
travelling along at a steady sixty miles an hour? 

Call 0171 556 3555 ext 1427 for your test drive. . V-class- 


luggage was securely stored behind us. Gau 0171 530 355 ? exi 1427 ror your u»t unvo. . v-uass 

MERCEDES-BB'C VCLASS WOU £22.390 ON THE ROAD (INCLUDE NO 0ELTVERY, i? MOWTWS ftOAO FUND LICENCE, NUMBER PLATES AND A RJLL TANKOF FUB 4 . WKE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS, wim^neiceitebenuo^k 
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Foreign Office 
secret files on 
Cold War spies 




The dramatic secret 
consultations that led to 
the expulsion of 105 
Soviet spies in W71 are to 
be released by the 
Foreign Office in advance 
of the 30-year rule in an 
unprecedented gesture of 
‘open government'. 


EXCLUSIVE 

BY LOUISE 
JURY 


Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) historians have 
had access to intelligence doc- 
uments and official papers to 
write the history of East-West 
relations at the height of the 
Cold War. It is the first time 
since the Second World Wir 
that a government has allowed 
the publication of any inside in- 
formation in advance of the rule 
which blocks the release of pa- 
pers for at least 30 years. 

Among the files are details 
of how, ixr 1971, the new Tbry 
administration under Edward 
Heath deckled to get tough over 
the scale of Soviet intelligence 
activity in Britain, and an attack 
on Henry Kissinger, the Unit- 
ed States Secretary of State. 

Many of the files will remain 
unavailable to the public. But 
where the information is no 
longer regarded as a threat to 
intelligence operations or to in- 
ternational relations, corre- 
spondence and memoranda will 
be released verbatim -in two vol- 
umes, with a historical context 
provided by the FCO historians. 

A previously confidential 
memorandum to the then Prime 
Minister, Edward Heath, from 
Sir Alec Douglas-Home, then 
Foreign Secretary, and Reginald 
Maudling, then Home Secretary, 
in July 1971, laid out in detail the 
problem of Soviet spying in 
Britain. They concluded that 
there were at least 120 intelli- 
gence agents in Britain and the 
total could exceed 200. 

The various Soviet estab- 
lishments, including the em- 


bassy, the trade delegation and 
the Moscow Narodny Bank, 
employed more than 500 peo- 
ple between them, making the 
Soviet delegation to Britain the 
largest of any country in West- 
ern Europe. The memo con- 
cluded that if the Soviet 
delegation to the United Na- 
tions was excluded, there were 
more Russians in Bri tain than 
even in the United States. 

The volumes also detail the 
Soviet reaction, much less ex- 
treme than had been feared. 
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Heath (left), tough on spies, 
and Kissinger, under attack 


There was, though, a freezing 
of relations and the Moscow es- 
tablishment made life very dif- 
ficult and confusing for the 
new British ambassador in 
Moscow. Sir John EJUIck. 

In an appeal to the FCO for 
information to help him in his 
new post, he was left intrigued 
by the workings of Soviet in- 
telligence. Apparently baffled, 
he asked “whether the KGB, for 
all their resources and effi- 
ciency, are out of their minds?” 

The papers are expected to 
gjve details of the revelations of 
Oleg Lyalin, a KGB defector to 
Britain in 1971, who admitted 
he was responsible for plans to 
sabotage a radar station* in 
North Yorkshire, built to give 


eariy warning of a Soviet nudear 
missfle attack. 

Other areas likely to be ang- 
ered include Gerald Brooke, a 
businessman falsely held on spy- 
ing charges in Moscow and 
errentnaBy released in exchange 
for the Krogeis - Jewi$h-Amei y - 
icans whose real names were 
Morris and Lena Cohen. The 
Krogeis were originally involved 
in the Rosenberg spyringwhkh 
was responsible for stealing 
atomic bomb secrets from the 
United States in the eariy Fifties. 

The papers vdll also make it 
dear that Britain remained 
highly suspicious of the alleged 
US detente with the Soviet 
Union. They reported that Dr 
Kissinger had come to see the 
ground-breaking Conference 
on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe in Helsinki as a 
“positive obstacle to his task of 
developing Soviet-American 
co-operation”. 

They feared he was influ- 
enced by the Watergate affair 
and willing to stop putting the 
Soviets under pressure on hu- 
man rights in order to achieve 
the US’s own ends. Diplomats 
noted of Kissinger: “He often 
gives foe impression that detente 
is primarily a matter of inter- 
governmental accommodation 
and that the human aspect is 
secondary.” 

The volumes of papers are 
to be launched at a special 
“witness seminar” which is ex- 
pected to be attended by key in- 
ternational figures of the era. 
Lord Callag han, the former 
prime minister; Lord Healey, 
former defence secretary; senior 
Foreign Office diplomats; and 
one-time heads of the intelli- 
gence services are among those 
invited to what is being re- 
garded as an unprecedented 
gathering. Yuri Foldne, the 
Russian ambassador who was 
personal assistant to Andrei 
Gromyko as Soviet foreign sec- 
retary, has already indicated his 
enthusiasm to take part. 





On the trail: Phil Sterling, moths officer for Butterfly Conseryadon, tracking tire Btak^ w^uoofc (bejow) hi Dorset Main photograph: Richard Lappas 



Blair’s namesake is 


making a comeback 


A two-inch moth, thought to 
have been extinct for the last 
50 years, has reappeared. The 
Sedirn buettneri moth, other- 
* wise known as Blair’s wainscot, 
has had a fete seemingly tied 
to politics. It was first identi- 
fied in Britain by a retired bee- 
tie expert at the British 
Museum, DrK G Blair in 1946, 
just after Cement Attlee's 
landslide Labour victory. Then 
it was declared extinct in 1950, 
the year before the Conserv- 
atives were re-elected under 
Winston QiurchflL 
' The Blairs wainscot was 
; sighted in a secluded Dorset 
river valley. Butterfly Conser- 


vation, which made the find, is 
keen to keep its exact location 
secret for fear that thousands 
of collectors will descend oo 
the valley, destroying the 
moth's only known habitat. 

Labour-voting moth lovers 
claim that the delicate pink 
streaks on tbe Blair’s Wainscot 
are evidence of its left-wing 
credentials, perhaps particu- 
larly appropriate as Labour 
has just emerged foam years in 
the wfl.de mess. 

It is not dear whether the 
moth, wfaidi feces an uncertain 
future, will be a talisman for 
Labour’s new year. 

— Katherine Griffiths. 
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Minister’s son in cannabis case 


could get ‘fast-track’ justice 


The Government faced 
criticism from its own 
back bench yesterday as 
it emerged that a 
cabinet minister’s son - 
arrested for allegedly 
supplying cannabis could 
be rushed through ‘hist- 
track’ prosecution 
procedures. Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent, 
examinesagrowing 
controversy. 


The Down Prosecution Service 
could make an early dedshm on 
whether to charge the 17-year- 
old, it emerged yesterday. A 
fast-track procedure, which was 
meant to be for persistent of- 
fenders, might be used. 

Although the minister con- 
cerned has not commented on 
the matter, it became dear that 
he persuaded his son to make 
a statement to the police after 
a newspaper investigation. The 
boy was said to have given in- 
formation on his own supplier, 
and two of his friends were ex- 
pected to be questioned. This 
swift action ensured that he 
could not be named under laws 
covering juveniles, and should 
also help his case for lenient 
treatment 

Paul Flynn, the Labour MP 
for Newport West, and vice- 
chairman of the Commons 
Drugs Misuse Group, said the 
use of fast-tracking would be 
wrong in this case. 

“To do this to avoid embar- 
rassment to a minister would be 
an abuse of the system," he said. 
“If the minister has got some re- 
sponsibility for the law, for ex- 
ample if he is in .the Lord 


Chancellor’s or Attorney Gen- 
eraTs Department or the Home 
Office, he is going to be in a very 
difficult position.” 

The boy should be treated in 
exactly the same way as any oth- 
er 17-year-old first-time of- 
fender, be added. 

The Government has con- 
sistently taken a hard; line on 
drugs. Earlier this week, the 
Home Office mkustei Gcqrge 
Howmfficritidsedan/>ufqp<sn- 

dmtan Sunday campaign far the 

legalisation of cannabis, dis- 
missing it as self-justfScaticin by 
middle-class journalists who 
took the drug themselves. 

In October, Tbny Blair re- 
jected calls for a change in the 
law on drugs after bemg asked 


to comment on the case of a 
19-year-old sent to prison for 
13 months after a first offence 
of supplying ecstasy to friends. 
The Prime Minister’s response 
was that he should be “severe- 
ly punished". 

It emerged yesterday that the 
minister contacted Downing 
Street and then took his son to 
a police station after bring tele- 
phoned by the editor of the Dai- 
ly AEnor t Piers Morgan. "Dro 
reporters had apparently spoken 
to the teen ager in a London pub 
on Saturday night and bad 
claimed they bought 2 grams of 
cannabis from him for £10. 

After being telephoned by 
Mr Morgan, the ministerspoke 
to Iris son and then informed tbe 


Prime Minister's office. At 6pm 
on Monday be accompanied 
the teenager to a police station 
where he made a statement. 

The fact that proceedings 
have been instituted against 
the boy means he cannot be 
named. Under the Children 
and Young Persons’ Act of 
1933, no newspaper report oF 
proceedings in a youth court 
may identify the accused. 

Although “fast-tracking" 
procedures in tbe Crime and 
Disorder Bill will not become 
law until the summer, a num- 
ber of police forces already use 
them- They are designed to re- 
duce the average time from ar- 
rest to sentence from around 
140 days to 70. 
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The Bard’s 
words that 
could unlock 
life’s secrets 
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‘For in that sleep of 
death what dreams may 
come when we have 
shuffled off this mortal 
coil, must give us pause’ 

- Hamlet’s reference to 
'mortal coil’ in the To 
be or not to be’ soliloquy 
may turn out to hold the 
key to immortality, 
reports Oare Garner. 


Scientists have discovered that 
Shakespeare's "mortal coil" ac- 
tually exists r and could provide 
the answer to controlling age- 
ing, they announced yesterday. 

The “coil" is a spiral of 
DNA which becomes detached 
and replicates inside a cell un- 
til the cell is overwhelmed and 
$ dies. 

Scientists have identified 
the phenomenon in ageing 
yeast cells. They believe the 
same mechanism may be at 
work in cells of higher organ- 
isms, possibly even humans, 
and that blocking the process 
may one day provide a way of 
holding back or halting the 
ageing process. 

The breakthrough is the cul- 
mination of a series of impor- 
tant discoveries about ageing to 
emerge from studies of yeast by 
scientists at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. The lat- 
est findings were published yes- 
terday in the journal Cell. 

The scientists, led by Pro 
} fessor Leonard Guarente, 

• wrote: “It is remarkable that this 
mechanism of ageing in moth- 
er yeast cells is so simple at a 
molecular level It is conceivable 
that inhibitors of this (ageing] 
process can be found, and if so, 
such strategies might eventual- 
ly prove useful in forestalling 
ageing in yeast and, perhaps, in 
higher organisms.’’ - 

Their research shows that 
during a yeast cell’s life, when- 
ever a particular coiled piece of 
DNA pinches off a chromo- 
some it begins to replicate. The 
coiled fragments, known as 
ERC ( extrachromosomal ribo- 
somal DNA), multiply within 
the nucleolus, a vital structure 
at the very heart of the cell, 
which produces the raw mate- 
rial for the cell’s protein mak- 
ing machinery. 

Eventually the nucleolus is 
so stuffed with ERC cods that 
it becomes blown up and frag- 
mented. The cell's ability to 
replicate DNA breaks down 
and the cell dies. 

The researchers said their 
data suggested accumulation 
of the cellular “mortal coils” 
may belike a time bomb. When 
a certain time is reached - with 
enough coQs replicated - the cell 


is killed. Professor Guarente 
said: “The best part is, it’s 
obvious it's a dock. Set the 
clock early and the alarm rings 
early." 

Damage to the ceil may set 
the clock ticking, suggesting 
that, ironically, production of 
the faiaJ ERCs could result 
from the cell’s attempt to repair 
itself. But the mechanism also 
appears to be inherited. The re- 
searchers thought it likely ERCS 
could form in "stem" or “prog- 
enitor" cells in mammals. These 
arc primitive cells from which 
mature ceils form and arc found 
in organs like the skin, kidney, 
and liver, as well as the bone 
marrow and blood. 

• NHS funds in Scotland are to 
be reviewed to determine 
whether resources can be 
more fairly distributed to reflect 
the needs of local populations, 
the Government has an- 
nounced. 

One of Britain's leading mi- 
crobiologists Professor John 
Arbuthnott, will chair the steer- 
ing group set up to consider the 
sharing out of funds across the 
whole spectrum of NHS care. 

The Scottish health minister 
Sam Galbraith, in announcing 
the group, said that ensuring 
fairness in the distribution of 
funding was “fundamental to 
the renewal of the NHS in 
Scotland". 

He added: “This steering 
group will have a challenging 
task in seeking to achieve a shar- 
ing of health funds which is as 
fair as possible to all parts of 
Scotland. 

“The current formula used 
for distributing some of these re- 
sources is now 20 years old and 
it is high time we reviewed it. 

The review is also set to in- 
clude the distribution of funds 
to GRs, dentists, opticians and 
spending of prescriptions. 

This, said Mr Galbraith, 
would be in addition to money 
for hospitals and community 
health services. 

“It is important we take a 
strategic look at bow the cake 
is cut across the board," he 
added. 

Professor Arbuthnott, Prin- 
cipal and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Strathclyde, said 
he welcomed the challenge of 
leading the steering group 
which “has a key role in shap- 
ing the future of the NHS in 
Scotland”. 

He has previously held 
posts as Professor of Microbi- 
ology at Nottingham Universi- 
ty and at Trinity College Dublin, 
and is at present a member of 
the Board of tbe Public Health 
Laboratory Service. His- col- 
leagues in the steering group 
will be announced in the new 
year. 



J Seaweed’s clue to 



Ordinary seaweed, found on 
beadies across Britain, could 
provide scientists with crucial 
new information about tbe 
way cancer develops, a re- 
search team said yesterday. 

Researchers at the Uni- 
versity of tbeWest of England 
in Bristol have foirnd a way 
to track the growth of dead- 
ly cancer cells in the body us- 
ing asea^weed ditract. They 
hope to.use the.technique to 
disixtyerl why some cancer 
cells break free from their 
original growth and travel 
around -the body, causing 
potential^ deadly secondary 
cancers-Vi: 

The scientists are ex - 
entering. the. protein lectin 
front a type- of seaweed 
found bn mostheaches. The 
process involves collecting 
14kg of seaweed to extract 
justr Smg'of lectin, which is 
then linked to a marker dye 
before it attaches itself to can- 
cer cells." - 

Hib cly^ allows scientists 
to’ track movement of the 
cancer cells, as they split off 
to form secondary cancers, or 
metastases, which can be 
much harder to treat than pri- 
mary cancers. 


cancer 


Although the seaweed 
dye does not help scientists 
to learn why certain cancers 
are more deadly than others, 
they hope that it will teach 
them more about the chem- 
ical changes which make the 
cancer cells divide. 

The lecturer Ray Griffin, 
who heads the project, said: 
“Maybe in the future it will 
help us to stop the cancer 
cells breaking off in the first 
place and I believe that will 
be a major victory." Mr Grif- 
fin added that the seaweed 
marker could proride more 
information for the diagno- 
sis of cancer and also some 
“novel therapies". 

The procedure, which 
uses protein from the Codi- 
um fragile variety of sea- 
weed, is entirely natural. Mr 
Griffin was particularly ex- 
cited by this aspect of hjs 
team's find. “It is really im- 
portant at a time when we are 
cutting down the earth’s rain 
forests that we use a product 
which is growing naturally. 
Who knows what other use- 
ful resources there arc just 
waiting to be discovered," be 

said. _ _ , 

— Katherine Griffiths 



Laurence Olivier as 
Hamlet in the 1948 film 
version of Shakespeare’s 
masterpiece. The ‘mortal 
coil’ Hamlet refers to in 
the To be or not to be’ 
soliloquy may hold the key 
to controlling ageing 
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Mexico mourns its dead 


IntemationaJ outrage is growing 
over tiie massacre of 45 Mayan 
Indians in Mexico’s troubled 
southern Chiapas province. 

Yet the state governor shows no 
sign of resigning. 

Survivors of this week's violence in the 
community of Acteal buried those killed 
when paramilitary gunmen stormed 
through a makeshift camp in a blaze of 
automatic gunfire. 

Bill Clinton, the United States Presi- 
dent, expressed his outrage. “He con- 
demned the attack as a violation of the 
most basic human values, and. on behalf 
of the American people, extends condo- 
lences to the famili es of the victims,” Mike 
McCuny, a White House spokesman, said 
in a statement. France called on Mexico 
to investigate the paramilitary groups 
believed to be behind the massacre. 

But Julio Cesar Ruiz Ferro, state gov- 
ernor of Chiapas, told reporters that he was 
not prepared to resign over the tragedy. “The 


task now is not to lay blame, now is the time 
to apply the law," he said in Tuxtla Gutier- 
rez, the state capital 

The Mexican press has been baying for 
the governor’s head. A Roman Catholic 
priest, Gonzalo Ituarte, had twice called 
Mr Ruiz’s office with warnings of the car- 
nage. Mr Ruiz said that his office had alert- 
ed police in the municipality of Chenaiho 
after the first call and received assurances 
that nothing was nmi$ s_ The slaughter went 
on for five hours. Meanwhile, the shattered 
families of Acteal, in Chenaiho, returned 
through the mountains to the scene of the 
killings, carrying white chrysanthemums and 
candles for a Christmas Eve Mass said over 
the victims' coffins by Bishop Samuel 
Ruiz in Spanish and by local leaders in the 
Tzotzil Indian language. “May those who 

did this find peace with their souls and with 
God, and may they rid themselves not only 
of their murderous weapons but also their 
attitude of hatred," the Bishop said. 

Women keened over tiny blood-soaked 
.■nffins while state prosecutor's officials set 
up typewriters under a canopy of banana 
leaves to register the names of the dead. 


“In a halfway civilised country, these 
things can't happen - or at least not with- 
out very serious consequences, the Re* 
Oscar Salinas said after assisting at the 
grave-side Moss. “But [in the past] the Mex- 
ican government has been very insensitive. 
... I’m not optimistic things will change “ 

President Ernesto ZediJ lo has ordered 
an exhaustive hunt for the kilkrs. On Thurs- 
day, the Federal Prosecutor, Pedro Madra- 
zo. flew to Tuxtla Gutierrez lo announce 
that 41 people were being detained for ques- 
tioning. Four of the women killed were preg- 
nant, he said, and almost all the victims had 
been shot in the back as they fled. 

Monday’s events were further cloud- 
ed by survivors' testimony that the per- 
petrators were members of Mr Zedillo s 
own long-ruling Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party (PRI). but carried AK-47 ri- 
fles normally supplied only by the army. 
'Some reports said the families sympathised 
with the EZLN i Zapatista National Lib- 
eration Army), led by Suhcommandante 
Marcos, who staged a New Year's Day up- 
rising against the government in 1994. 

— Agencies 
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What? 
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Santa makes his 
presents fett 

A plane carrying medicine and 

: an Icelandic Santa Claus loaded 

with Christinas presents land- 
ed in Iraq, the second flight of 
UN-approved humanitarian aid 
to arrive in two days. 

As the Santa disembarked he 

, said: “Stop killing my children.” 
Referring to the UN embargo, 
which has caused malnutrition, 
he added: ‘‘Violence leads to 
more violence. Stop using cbil- 
| dren in politics.” 

The plane was chartered by 

the Icelandic charity Peace 2000 
Institute in collaboration with 
an Italian group called Bridge 
to Baghdad. Iraq says sanc- 
tions imposed after its 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait have caused 
the death of hundreds of thou- 
i sands of children. A UN report 
yn'ri the measures had inflicted 
widespread malnutrition. 

— Reuters, Baghdad 


Le Pen pays 

for race slur f 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, the ex- 
treme-right political leader, was 
found guilty of violating anti- 
racism laws by repeating his 
view that Nazi gas chambers 
were “a mere detail" of the Sec- 
ond World Whr. 

A court in the Pans suburb 
of Nanterre ordered Le Pen, 
president of France's National 
Front, to pay 300,000 francs 
(£31,250) for publication of the 
judgement in six daily papers 
and six weekly publications. Le 
Pen, who insists he is hot anti- 
Semitic, was also fined a sym- 
bolic one franc in damages. 

The International League | 
A gains t Racism and Anti-Semi- 
tism was one of several groups 

to file suit after he said in Mu- 
nich on 5 December that be stfll 
believed the gas chambers were 

just a detail of history. 

— Reuters, Paris 


Violence at Kenyan poll rally 


I was looking at that 
shop window actually 



OK, what was in it then? 


Six people were hurt when ri- 
val party supporters clashed 
after an election rally by the 
Kenyan President, Daniel arap 
Moi, in western Kenya. 

Trouble began when Mr Moi 
| was leaving Homa Bay, Nyan- 
za Province, after speaking to 
a crowd of about 1,000 people. 
“Some of his officials called for 
the Kanu (Kenya African Na- 
tional Union party) salute and 
I when some people refused to 


There was...you know... one of 
those cool tonsters 

Oh come on, you couldn't 
possibly know what shop it was 


ll 


ilothes store? 


Trust me, 

I never miss a shop. 
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0 % FINANCE WITH 3 MONTHS PAYMENT HOLIDAY* 
PLUS ONE YEAR'S FREE INSURANCE* 

The Punto Sporting's not just a pretty face. Standard equipment includes an all new 
S5 bhp 16v engine, alloy wheels, power steering, remote central locking, improved 
ride comfort, drivers side airbag. RDS stereo and electric sunroof. Equally attractive 
is that your first repayment isn't due for three months? Call 0800 71 7000, 
http^/www.fiat.co.uk or nip down to your local Fiat dealer for a sneaky peck. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

A Present for Yourself 

WIN the new Swatch Dect Telephone 
and a luxury break at 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 



Start the New Year refreshed 
and invigorated by indulging 

/ourself with the ideal present 
far your home and yourself. At 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 
there is a Sw'de range of 
treatments such as manicures, 
facials and reflexology - the ideal 
way to overcome the indulgence 
and stress of Christinas. This 
package is worth £1,400. 


The 

and 


We are also offering the new 
digital cordless phone from 
Swatch - The Dect. 
telephone is able make 
receive calls up to 50 metres 
from die base station indoors or 
300 metres if you are outside, 
allowing complete mobility with 
crystal dear sound. Six handsets 
tan operate from a single base 
station. You can also reach 
someone else In the house with 
the exceptional feature of free 
internal calls which can be made 
even when another external call 
is active on the same line. 


To enter this competition 
shnpty dial the number below, 
answer the following question 
on line and leave your name and 
fall address: 


Q: What is the name of the 
new Swatch Telephone? 

Call 0930 525227 

For further information: 

Henlow Gunge: 01462 8IIIII 
(gift vouchers available) 

Swatch: 0800 192192 



C»b «« sop fane**, 
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give it, fighting started.” a wit- 
ness said. The Kanu candidate, 
Philomena Okunde, was 
slashed on the neck with a ma- 
chete; he blamed National De- 
mocratic Party activists for the 
fighting. Kenya goes to the 
polls on Monday to elect a 
new parliament and president 
for a five-year term and also to 
vote for hundreds of candidates 
in local elections. 

— Reuters. Nairobi 
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Who killed this girl? The mysterious 
murder that still haunts America 









'Little Miss Colorado’: The child beauty queen JonBenet Ramsey was found dead 
at home in Boulder on Boxing Day last year Photograph: Rex Features 


Six-year-old JonBenet Ramsey was 
just one of the 2,000 or so 
children murdered in the United 
States last year, but her death 
shocked and fascinated America 
like no other. With no one yet 
indicted for the crime, Mary 
Dejevsky delves into the continuing 
mystery of who killed JonBenet. 


It was one year ago yesterday that a mil- 
lionaire company director by the name of 
John Ramsey discovered the small, limp 
body of his daughter in the basement of 
the family house in Boulder, Colorado. She 
had been beaten, tied and garroted with 
the stick of a paintbrush. 

Eight hours before, the bubbly-baired 
blonde child had been thought kidnapped. 
Her mother, Patsy, bad reported finding a 
ransom note on the back staircase, de- 
manding the very specific sum of 51 J£,OUO, 
equivalent to John Ramsey’s Christmas 
bonus. Kidnap cases tend to be kept under 
wraps, at least in the early stages, and this 
was no different. Given the family’s afflu- 
ence and JonBenet ’s worth as a diminutive 
star on the Colorado child beauty queen cir- 
cuit. kidnapping seemed plausible. 

It was not until evening that police asked 
John Ramsey to search the house - again. 
He found her body, barely hidden in bed- 
ding. and earned her up to her room. 

Before the murder, the name JonBenet 
Ramsev would have meant little to anyone 
outside her immediate family and the 
cliquey child-pageanl circuit in Colorado 
where she performed so successfully. Now. 
it would be hard to find an American who 
does not know who she was and, what is 
more, does not have a view about her death. 

Almost immediately, the weight of sus- 
picion fell on her parents. The popular view, 
derived with cold logic from contemplation 
of the obvious - “it stands to reason, doesn't 
it?”- is that one or other parent must have 
“done it”. The case fascinated in a pecu- 
liarly American way. 

The family has money. Their vast house 
was in a wealthy suburb of Boulder, itself 
one of the most sought-after places to live 
in America. The family also had celebrity, 
of a minor kind. ftusy Ramsey is a one-time 
contestant for the Miss America title. Her 
daughter, whom she appeared to be groom- 
ing to follow in her footsteps, had won the 
title “Little Miss Colorado”. There was 
video-film of JonBenel’s beauty contest ap- 
pearances that revealed W America a 
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YOUR BEST DEFENCE AGAINST 
DAMPNESS & CONDENSATION.. 


r/ wUcitinn and dampness tan cause streaming windows, pools 
of water on sills, peeling vntfipaper and mould spots. Ifaless added 
thpsp cm lead to oapensfre repafr andradecoraXin costs. If you suffer 
from these problems an Ebac Homedry is the answer. 

With a ran&s of attractive wood-look finishes, qufet operation, tow 
naming costs and the power to remote up to 12 pints of excess 
moisture every da* there is a Homedry model to suit most homes. Just 
one correctly sized Ebac Homedry can gjw whole house protection 
against the problems of condensation and dampness so creating a 
warmer; heahhier and more comfortable home. 

mi up to £30 off the Homedry 870 and selected leaflets offering 
discounts off other models in the Homedry ran^, you won’t find a 
better time to bire or a better solution to condensation this January So 
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Europe's best selling Dehumidifiers W - 

, ■ for wur nearest stoddsi or for a free brochure call 

Ehac statists Alldw^ Apollo A 12 0O *UV> 

John Lews Partnenhip. Mjjer Tempo Elecinca! and Compute. 01388 002 002 

Selected Co-ops. erujuiiyGebac.co.uk 
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John and Patsy Ramsey: No one has yet been indicted for their daughter's murder 
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world that many never knew existed: a world 
of high-pressure rivalry between parents and 
children barely out of toddlerdom, of cos- 
tumes. cosmetics and contracts as hard- 
edged as any in the adult world. 

JonBenet herself came across from the 
videos as a Nineties Judy Garland, shorn 
of even the pretence of innocence, with man- 
ners and make-up suggestive far beyond her 
years. Friends and teachers, however, de- 
scribed her as unspoilt, reflective rather than 
showy, and normal for her age. But it was 
the videos that the rest of America saw. and 
the combination of fact and circumstance 
surrounding her death seemed compelling. 
The house bore no traces of forced entry 
and there were said to be no footprints in 
the snow around the bouse. Who would have 
had access to the house but the parents? 
Who would have known the sum of John 
Ramsey's bonus? And if an outsider was sus- 
pected, why did the police mount no man- 
hunt for a dangerous killer? 

Experts told television shows that the 
overwhelming majority of child murders are 
committed by someone in the family. Mo- 
tives were easily imputed to each parent. 
Was Patsy perhaps jealous of JonBenet’s 
youth and success? Had John a perverted 
sexual motive? Suspicions were fuelled by 


the parents' subsequent conduct: they 
hired separate lawyers, their own medical 
and forensic experts, then refused for four 
months to be questioned separately by po- 
lice. They moved out of state, to Atlanta, 
Georgia, where they have family. 

While public opinion focused on the par- 
ents, the media concentrated on the police. 
“A bungled operation’' is the general ver- 
dict The house was not sealed after the kid- 
nap was reported, and relatives reportedly 
came and went. The body was moved - 
when John Ramsey took it upstairs - be- 
fore the police saw it Neighbours were re- 
portedly not questioned until recently. 

Month by month, new facts have trick- 
led out: the text of the two-and-a-half-page 
ransom note, purporting to be from “a small 
foreign faction” and warning against going 
to the police; the position of the body, trussed 
around the stick: in the past week, evidence 
that a s tun-gun might have been used to 
knock the child out before she was killed. 

But questions of substance have not 
been answered. A post-mortem examina- 
tion supposedly did not prove that JonBenet 
had or had not been sexually assaulted. A 
DNA lest was inconclusive. Four hand- 
writing tests on Patsy Ramsey have left open 
whether she wrote the ransom note, but es- 


tablished that the paper came from a 
notepad in the house. JonBenet’s 1 1 -year- 
old brother, Burke, was interviewed briefly 
early on and excluded from the investiga- 
tion, except as a possible witness. Police say 
they would like lo talk to him again, and 
to Mr and Mrs Ramsey, but tbey are not 
apparently forcing the issue. 

Some of those who blame police in- 
competence attribute it to inexperience: 
murder investigations are rare in Boulder. 
Others contend that the investigators were 
no less competent than many others - just 
unlucky in the way a supposed kidnapping 
turned into a murder, ff a murder is not 
solved in the first two days, they note, it is 
many times more difficult to solve it at all. 

Two weeks ago, in anticipation of an an- 
niversary that the people of Boulder- but 
not of America - understandably want to 
forget, there were reports that the Boul- 
der District Attorney was on the verge of 
bringing preliminary charges. The Ramsey 
parents, it was said, were to be brought be- 
fore a grand jury so that the case against 
them could be weighed. 

But nothing happened. It may be the 
season of goodwill, but in the case of Jon- 
Bengt Ramsey, everyone is still free to be- 
lieve the worst of everyone else - and does. 
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Demon offers unparalleled service 
and a wealth of experience. 

For a free 30 day trial CD and brochure-. 

please fill in and return the coupon or calk 

0345 666222 

L> Demon Internet 


No doubt you’re hearing a great 
deal about the Internet and the 
information it can bring you. 

Now that you have a PC and a 
modem, how do you get 
connected to the most reliable , 
innovative service provider? 

And most important , who is it? 

The answer is Demon Internet 

Why? Because no other Internet 
Service Provider can do ALL this for 
only £10 (£11.75 * nc - VA 1 ) per month: 

• Help when you need it Free support. 

24 hours a day, 365 days per year. 

■ Unlimited email addresses. 

• ISDN access at no extra charge: if 
you've sot it, just use it! 

• Connect to Demon Internet from 
anywhere in the UJC for the cost 
of a local call*. 

■ 5MB free Web space allows you to 
create your own Web Site. 

- Free bi-monthly Demon Dispatches 
magazine to keep you up to date of 
Internet developments as they happen. 

■ Demon Internet connects more 
people than any other Internet Service 
Provider. 
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HOTPOINT UMOSpnAutowasher 

■ HaW load option. 

■ Economy wash. 

Model VWM52R 
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NOVA SCOTIA 

39 Oi.fl Chest Hewer ] 

■ Compact size. 

■ Adjustable 
thermostat. 

Model U380. In-gorg 


3 DAY DISCOUNT 
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Full Size Dishwasher 

Model DH101. 
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Was £259-99- 
tn-store Price £24939. 
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8mm Camcorder with 16x Zoom 
Model VME330. Was G7939. 

In-store Price £34939. youoiQi PRICE 
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Fridge ftfSTfA 
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Model R1586H. - 
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■ 4-star freezer 
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■ Automatic defrost. Yf-VM IfO 

■ Shaped lalad EIOjJ 

M^dd%jDIP.WaS Q3939. Was £17939. 

WHIRLPOOL 

6.7 aUt Fridge 







.f f. 


m 


50on Slot-In Gas Cooker. 
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PANASONIC ; . v, ^ 
4 -Head Ml CAM Stereo s- _V J 
Video with VideoPlus 
and POC 

Model lWHDMOfl VOUCHER PRICE 
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Upright Cleaner 
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AIWA CD Mini H»-n 
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3 day discount 
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Handheld Computer — 
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■ Mridptoy- plays I SALE PRICE 

up to 3 CD*. a ■* 

■ l BO watts (RMS) per Ji/lU .. 

channel. Model AV95 

Wait«9» BUY HOW PAY 9 MONTHS LKTBtl 



AMSTRAD Portable CD System 

■ Top loading CD . ■ I SALE PRICE 

■ RWAM Stereo j 59 j 9 

Model MCD3S. Was £8939. 


HITACHI B 

»9 

Portable CD System 


■ FM/AM radio. 


R Programmable £2 


Model CX1 10. 

‘■i J 

W« £79.99. 



SONY Dboaian 

■ Digital megabass. 

■ includes mains 


Mode* 0171 GREEN. 
Was £79.99. 


PANASONIC 

Personal CD Player r ; •-" isaie PRtCEj 
R 3 second anti-shock. ; -* -. aa 1 
r Car kit adaptor. f §l|J 

Model 5L52Z1C J~v . IrfayJSI 
Was £119.99. PBZE llM SPEAXBtS Ask (or detafc. 


SONY CD Mini MLR 
Muitiptay - ptay* ’ '(sale F 
up to 3 CD*. AJ{ 

Model MHCHX70. .J-;- r/(L 
Was £27939. 

BUY NOW PRY 6 MONTHS LATERt 


^■yr.Sir. 


Many of our current prices are Cunys 
lowest ever. Find a lower price for the 
same product and offer, complete, new. 
boxed and in stock in a local shopwtth'm 
7 days of purdtase and we'll mattfi it / 

WETX NEVER BE BEATEN 


iBUY NOW PAY 1999 

WTIH AU.PMBWCR«n» OBO 

WHHfPUKHAKDWirHAMASTKARE 

QOVBkPCANABtEDflBfT. 

Cowrpbn offers cwmilete pest* * m«tpnwWm9 

into 5 yean esperi service support Shouwyour^ 

product «er need reparing. Aik iosJore far dews. 



HBETOAT 
cnmHT 
fclXTIAILATlOK 
7 DATS ft WEEK 
On over 800 home 
apptUnco when 

you purchase 
before 4pm. 

48 hour defii/ery 
available in parts 
of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
You can ewn 
choose morning or 
afternoon delivery 
or take it home 
now. Ask in-store 
for full detail*. 


SOStfSVE 
H=DEi£ 
&CFFIS5 
afor exceptional 
value, exclusive to 
OSG Retail Ltd. 



SKsTAin 

cR£arr 

With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 

advantage of any 

credit offer m-store. 
Ask for details. 


o 


PS3AK 





hiertiib 

w::k kc 

?.:?AI2SCC? 
Repairs 7 days a 
week [same day 
wherever posdbM. 


ELSCTRIC 


All TVs Currys sell 
are compatible with 
future digital 
technology 
Subject to the 
purchase of an 
additional digital 
decoder planned tor 
launch during 1998. 

Wt" — L, 


On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 



:17lOPS: 


For direct, doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 888145 
(9am-8pm Mon-Fn. 
9am-5 30pm Sat, 
10am-5pm Sun) 
Delivery charges 
from £3.25 Part 
of D5G Retail Ltd 


I 


mt mam* product bow 

p» aft doom and nothlng^ ■■^^^■l■,ANlri2Si%^l«*i«le«»W“^® , *■9" l^ ™ n, ■* ,, • 


*BUY NOW PAY 
UP TO 

12 MONTHS LATER 


WMWz 

mM-M 


■U- rr?" out lor the speda! voucher savings on selected nrodun^ ih 1! 

an »p in V s ««• to claim your dfacoum. One voucher saving ^ ^rttsemerrt. Sbnpiy toke this advert to 

L.v • BX hU*»g trade-in otters. Not lor use wKh other offers. BraiSjMton!*!"?" * ome WHKher offers are an ahemattv* to 
. -. ’ : HUHRVI 7tec TOud,w "H only unbl Monday ODdo 4 (Head Office offer). 

— ~ mt>aT 1W7 “"tew otherwise statod. 
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*The hostages 


•r?? --v-** . 

n ■ . _*• 


** -Z^****'. 






^-v. ~ ,-^^m 

"•■jr '.. fi*5 


These are just aew of the thousands of people around i ^ 

the world who hvp disappeared, held hostage for .•• j ^ 

political ends o^napped for ransom. At first. \\p , ^ 

there is hope: adnsom demand, or perhaps even ¥/\Cs'^-£/ d 
covert talks wh jhe the kidnappers. But as time , j? 

goes by. the fyed ones that they have left * 

behind becore more and more desperate. j 

■DbkHasertfGB an)r' '• ' ' \jc. ( / ^ 

*' * » " *' tA 7\3 Dt^ 

» i \ / [7 h -S V-L- 

-i V ••• • :■ ?•. Paul Wells ; t ^ \Jr 
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’^ffi 3§8§§ j iTHFCHMYA^KIDNA PPERS’ 800 VIC TIMS 
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[Christopher Howes, abducted _ 
jinCambndi^tTO years ago 
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V '^tL T I '>' 1 ! •’!‘} ^'w I 111 I I ill JOO James, nii«ii :. ■» 

\ -via Vy- ' Seized In Kashmir 2 hoslagein ■ -i' 1- 

.mtHtojpa f ""STi* 90 1 r Chechnya in Jufr - ~ 


. 3fl» 

^ Camilla Carr and 

If: Jon James, taken 


U:.r 


■p". 


t'-- i**. : 


Russian officials Haim that 800 
hostages have been taken in 
Chechnya in the past year 
alone. The breakaway Russ- 
ian republic, whose separatist 
leaders fought a bloody war of 
independence against Russian 
troops in 1994-96, has been 
rocked over the past 12 
months by a wave of kidnap- 
pings of foreigners and Rus- 
sians by armed gangs seeking 
ransom money. 

A Polish envoy, Zenon 
Kuchciak. yesterday flew to 
Chechnya to try to secure the 
release of five Polish aid work- 
ers abducted this month. He 
had previously worked in 
Chechnya for nearly three 
yeans for the Organisation of 
Security and Co-operation in 
Europe’ (OSCE), speaks the 
local language and has many 
contacts in the region. 

On Tuesday the Polish For- 
eign Mmisler, Bronislaw Gere- 
mek, said the five young men, 
working for a Polish -Chechen 


friendship society and deliver- 
ing aid, were abducted on 17 
December after meeting 
Chechnya’s former president, 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev. 

They were reported missing 

late last week by a Chechen 
with whom they were spying in 
the village of Samashki, about 
20 miles west of Grozy, the re- 
gion’s capital. Their host had 
found their deserted minibus 
with the tyres shot out on the 
road to Grozny. There has so 
far been no ransom demand. 

After news of the Pales' ab- 
duction, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry said its security forces 
were taking “necessary mea- 
sures" to free them and re- 
peated an appeal to foreigners 
10 st3y away from the tiny Cau- 
casus region. “This routine act 
of terrorism, which deserves 


j 

1 hat an extremely unfavourable, 
c riminal atmosphere reigns in 
Chechnya," the ministry said. 
On Thursday, five journalists 


working for Reuters, WTN 1 
and two Russian television 
networks, OKT and NTV, went 
missing in R ussi a's southern 
region of Dagestan, which bor- 
ders Chechnya, while investi- 
gating an attack there earlier 

in the week on a Russian lank 

uni t and police post 

NTV said its correspondent 
in Dagestan had received a 
telephone call claiming a group 
calling itself the Dagestani 
people's Militia was bolding 
several Chechens, including 
the journalists, as hostages. 

The group said it would 
only free them in exchange for 
seven Dagestani police offi- 
cers taken prisoner on 
Wednesday, the Itar-Tass 
news agency said. The police 
were among 11 ethnic Chech- 
ens taken prisoner, reportedly 
by Dagestanis, to avenge the 
kidnapping on Monday of 
local residents in Dagestan by 
Chechen gunmen. 

— Agencies 
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Families face 
^nightmare 
wait for news 
of hostages 
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For some /ritons there 
has been P feasting, and 
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no relates to celebrate 
or quarr* with. Steve 
Qawshawfeports on the 
invisibleput not 
forgottri ones. 

Perhap »e most famous Russ- 
ian poe/of the Second World 
Whr, bJconstantin Simonov, is 

called Wait for Me”. ■ ' 

Wait or me, and I’d retup 

Ontyvait very hard ... \ 

Wad For I’d return, defying 
j every death. 

Andet those who do not wait, 
j say that 1 was luiky- 
Thfy never will understand 
fiat in the midst of heath 
I Yob h ith your wauin&awd 
; / / me. 

‘ in more recent wars, the 
poem has taken on Epifierent 
( emblematic force, ljrias been 

quoted for those whfwere tak- 
en hostage in Beini — as rele- 
vant to them as it <we was to 
b those who had beet sent to the 
’■ fronL A oightmarjxhat is both 
personal and uniyrsaL 

Wc have learf to take for 
granted that thjf hostages in 
Beirut eventuay returned. 
Books such as Keenan’s 
powerful accant, .4n Evil 
I Cradling- a billing mixture of 




r-r - b 




humour and hp° r — describe 
the reality pat continued 
through the ifetaphorical and 
pby^al dariotss. Seen fitOTjlo- 
day s persp^ive, it seems ob- 
vious that Bfan Keenan, Jclrn 
McCarthy afl Teny Vihite evtin- 
tuaUv rameiick, and took upi)- 
most-ordiijfy lives. At the tirie, 

iawas anyfchut obrious. \ 

* With pual world-wean* 
ness, dpp-throat offiW 
sources /sed 10 shake th^ 
heads, aiaipg journalists (fck 
backgropd use only; quota tioi 
not pepitted) that nothml 
could b/done. There was coni 
fideni fcide-track speculatiori 
about here various hostages 
were rt rkoned to have died. JiD 
Mom ’s fight, which sige^-| 
fully 1 ised the proSe rif the 
missic hostages, wasigainst 

that o ffiplacent ignordoce, as 

much anything else/ 
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It isa message that has not 
<been loS-'ITierdaJive^f Camil- 
* b Carr aid Joh JamesAdw were 
taken boaage in Cttchuya in 
July, btwe rdied on he lessons 
of Ms MocrdTs camdfen to raise 
the profile oftiie mifmg coiqrfe. 
One of the most iniortant aims 
is that the two spuld be re- 
membered The ctple went to 
Grozny to helpwi a children's 
charity there:. Tly had body- 
guards. butthefcirwere unable 
w protect the! Somewhere 

out there, the t| are aKve. But 

not much meats known than 
that Rumbnijnd counter-ru- 
mours swirl fcek and f or ^; 
There havelpn unconfirmed 

ransom deawb-Tand beyond 

that,sBencq 

Michaerenrose, an aid 
worker whfast year was held 
■ for severalbeks in Chechnya, 
^tinted at Service for Camilla 


that it is sometimes as difficult 
for those who wait as for those 
in captivity. As Brian Keenan 1 
noted after his own release, 
“The words They also serve 
who only stand and wait’ was 
never more true." 

In Cambodia, British mine- 
clearance expert Christopher 
Howes was abducted by the 
Khmer Rouge two years ago. 
His parents recently placed ad- 
vertisements in the Cambodian 
press appealing for informa- 
tion, but without success. There 
have been reports of Mr Howes’ 
death, but always unconfirmed; 
equally unverifiaWe reports sug- 
gest he was still alive in May. 

Most difficult of all for the 
relatives are the cases where 
death comes to seem increas- 
ingly inevitable, but is still not 
confirmed. Two Britons, Keith 
Mangan and Paul Wells, were 
among a group of Westerners 
seized by extremists in Kashmir 
two years ago- Most reports now 

say that the two are dead; some 
of the relatives themselves have 
more or less accepted it. But 
there is no confirmation of 
their fate — no verifiable ac- 
count of bow or where they may 
have died. 

A decomposed body which 
was dug up in September was 
initially believed to be that of 
Mr Wells, but this proved to be 
a false alarm. Given the expe- 
rience of the Beirut hostages, it 
is stfll conceivable that they are 
alive. Nor can the families 
mourn, until they have con- 
vincing proof of what has hap- 
pened to the two men. 

The handful of Britons who 
have been seized are outnum- 
bered many times over by oth- 
er nationalities who have been 
taken hostage worldwide. For 
the famili es of the hostages, 
there will only be one way to 
make a happy new year. 

• Zamboanga (AP) — Muslim 
bandits reputedly linked to a 
rebel gjoup freed a kidnapped 
German executive yesterday 
after 108 days of captivity in the 
southern Philippines. The ab- 
! ductors are believed to be rene- | 
l gade members of the separatist 
More Islamic Liberation Front, 
the biggest Muslim rebel group 
stfll fighting the government 
Robert Buehs, 50, a cannery 
executive from Rhede, Ger- 
many, was turned over to ne- 
gotiators before dawn by four 
I of his abductors after ransom 
| was paid. The amount of the 
I ransom and who paid it were 
! not disclosed. However, a mem- 
Iter of the negotiating team 
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MR CART 
: | WAS £17-99 

t »: • » , - j| 

-,1 MOW £ltr99 
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I PC DESK 

I Pine effect 
f Also available 
in Green Alder 
effect 

BP | SPECIAL 

pr • ■ ' V., 

Hi purchase 


-JP 

Choice of Metallic Finish 

I WAS £13-99 I 


ly 


HOW HIM9 




• • -• • • • • ; L .T- 1 tSS 

-CT'-' ' - •r T T’ V; R 
^ / \ 'Crl 


: WAS £89-99 
\ | MOW £79-99 

PC TOWER 
W0RKSTAT10H 



LARGE BOOKCASE 

Pine effect V 

Also available in Beech. 
Mahogany or Green 
Alder effects 

i WAS £39-99 | 

\ \ M0W£3V99~~ 

Small Bookcase 
Pine effect 

Also available in Beech. 
Mahogany or Green Alder 
effects 

WasX29<?9 Now £24-99 Save £5 


UNIB0X Blue 
Also available 
in Clear. Red 

nr Ct-Mn 




HOW £V99 

FUN TUB Red 
Also available in Blue 



STUDENT DESK 

Pine effect 
Also available in 
Green Alder effect 


3-SHELF UNIT 

Multipurpose 
Multicoloured 
| WAS £1*99 


A 


. HOW £16-99 
Also available 
5-Shelf Unit Was £24^9- 
Now £22-49 Save £2-50 
4-Shelf Unit Was ilMT 
Now £17*99 Save £2 


! said on that the abductors were 
Ipaid some 6 million p«os ( 
£92,600), representing "Foard 
lad lodging" for Mr Buehs 
Vhfle in captivity. 

1 Buehs was handed over 
his father-in-law, the diief of 
tte local branch of the Nation- 
al Bureau of Investigation. He 
vks not available for comment. 
T jhe abductors brought Mr 

Bbehsbyboatfromaneartyfi- 

- land to a coastal bodge west of 
Zamboanga, and fled after 
completing the transfer, police 

said. 
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Seoul’s $IObn lifeline fails 
to hide scale of debt crisis 








Euphoria swept South 
Korea’s battered 
financial markets 
yesterday as they 
responded to the 
international 
community’s ‘Christmas 
gift* of a $IObn cash 
transfusion to avert 
debt defaults. 

Steven Woes reports. 


The South Korean won. which 
has seen SO per cent of its val- 
ue wiped out since July. staged 
a record recovery, with a rise of 
almost 24 per cent. At one 
point in yesterday's trading it 
had surged by 31 per cent 
against the US dollar. 

The stock market, which 
has been no less battered than 
the local currency, also took 
heart, rising by almost 7 per 
cent, more or less making up the 


ground lost in a record-break- 
ing price fall on Monday which 
greeted President-elect Kim 
Dae Jung’s comment that he 
was “flabbergasted*’ about the 
state of the nation's finances. 

Although the emergency 
transfusion of funds from the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and 13 other countries, 
including Britain, averted the 
real threat of debt default, the 
size of South Korea's foreign 
debts in comparison to its for- 
eign-exchange reserves suggests 
the measures will hardly dent 
the mood of pessimism. . 

South Korea is believed to 
have short-term debts of $100 
bn (£62bn), $15bn of which 
are due for repayment in the 
next few days. The total foreign 
debt could be as high asS200bn. 
Last week South Korea's for- 
eign reserves stood at little 
more than SlObn. Attempts to 
get Seoul's creditors to roll 
over their loans provided futile. 


Hence the emergency which led 
to the scramble at the beginning 
of the week to prevent the po- 
tentially biggest default in his- 
tory. When South Korea's 
financial markets reopen on 
Monday they are almost certain 
to slip back. 

They may well follow the 
pattern seen in Japan, where the 
Tokyo stock exchange saw a 5 
per cent rise on Christmas Day 
in response to the rescue pack- 
age announced on Christmas 
Eve. Yesterday that rise turned 
into a 3-25 per cent drop as in- 
vestors rubbed their eyes and re- 
alised the threat of widespread 
corporate bankruptcies had not 
receded. 

South Korea is now in line 
to receive $7Sbn in loans from 
the IMF and other institutions. 
In return the IMF has pushed 
a battering-ram through the 
door of the highly protection- 
ist and heavily state-influenced 
South Korean economy, which 


rose to be the world’s 1 lth- 
largcsl and managed to keep 
foreign investors confined In the 
outer fringes. 

In addition to a raft of fi- 
nancial market liberalisation, 
transparency and other mea- 
sures forced on the Seoul, the 
IMF has used the emergency 
package to squeeze vet more 
concessions. All restrictions on 
foreigner access to bond mar- 
kets will be swept aside, while 

access to other capital markets 
wjU be further liberalised. 

The restructuring of the fi- 
nancial sector, which in practice 
means widespread closures and 
mergers of ailing institutions, 
will be stepped up. 

On the trade front, the iron 
doors keeping out imports will 
be thrown open and trade-re- 
lated subsidies, which helped 
make South Korean goods 
highly competitive in foreign 
markets, will be cast aside. 

Letters, page 17 
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Home: Tahar Madraswala is greeted in Ahmedabad, India,, after a 12-year, l 2 fl, W0km, 
34-country bicycle tour Co promote peace and brotherhoc* 1 Photograph. 
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No entry 

Chinese border gurds barred 
Won£cb ung-Ki. spokesman 
for rtous Kong's *mocrauc 
party-; from enierin mainland 
^ for a vacation. His wife 
and thee fellow Xmocrats 
with hin were aliened m- The 
guards would only say they 
were folowing ordes, be said. 

— AP, -tong Kong 

Jiang warning 

President Jang Zemin of Chi 
□a, eyeing [Oteotial labour un 
rest next ear as economic 
reforms traslatc into lay-offe. 
has ordered -dice to step up ef- 
forts to safepard social stabil- 
ity, state mdia reported. He 
told a law-eforeemeni con- 
ference that ailure to keep 
the social peat as China deep- 
ens reforms ould wipe out 
economic achicements. 

— Reuters. Peking 



‘Bird flu' found in tjwo more children 



Two more young children in Hong Kong 
fell victim to “bird Hu” yesterday. There 
have been 11 confirmed and 9 suspected 
eases and four fatalities. Although it is not 
yet causing panic, hospitals and clinics are 
overflowing with worried patients. 

The flu, properly known as Ihe H5N1 
virus, was previously only found in poul- 
try. Its spread in Hong Kong has shown it 
can be transmitted from birds to humans 
hut doctors do not know exactly how. nor 
if it can spread from human to human. A 


■ '^miw r ^ 

EXTRA £50cFF 

BED €ALE PRICES - MUST END MONDAY- 

^ Price Myers As shown above A 

Mendip King Size firm top 2+2 Drawer Bed. 
Traditionalj hand tufted mattress with ‘Flow link’ 
spring unit. 

WAS £739.95 

SALE 

PRICE 

£369^8 

EXTRA £50 OFF II 

319.95 || 

Price Dorlux 

Mayfair King Size Bed with unique Flexiform spring 
system mattress. The fully sprung base contains 4 large 
storage drawers. 

WAS £799.95 

SALE 

PRICE 

*399^5 

EXTRA £50 OFF II 

349.95 II 

Price Millbroofc 

Ensign King Size pocketed sprung edge Bed. 

Mattress contains 700 individual pocketed springs 
with luxury fillings and Damask cover. Supported by 
a fully sprung base. WAS £799.95 

SALE 

PRICE 

3993, 

EXTRA £50 OFF || 

349.95 II 

Price Sealy 

Countess Double sprung edge Bed with luxury 
fillings, Posturepedic sprung mattress. The Torsion 
sprung base has two storage drawers. 

WAS £859.95 

SALE 

PRICE 

£^r29!9S 

EXTRA £50 OFF || 

379.95 || 

^ Price Simmons 

Miami Backcare Double Bed. Contourflex spring 
system with 660 firm gauge individual pocketed 
springs, 5 layers of upholstery and fully sprung base. 

WAS £999-95 

SALE 

PRICE 

f£995s 

EXTRA £50 OFF || 

£449.95 || 


were the latest to be diagnosed with the flu, 
a government statci nent said. 

Poultry markets have been temporari- 
ly dosed and fumigated and hygiene in- 
structions issued. The Chinese have been 
persuaded to impojse a temporary ban on 
the export of poultry to Hong Kong, and 
measures are being: taken to set up testing 
procedures before Ibirds arc shipped across 
the border. The mainland is the main source 
of chickens for Rring Kong. 

Although official Chinese co-opera- 
tion has been welt-nmcd. there is concern 
over an announcement on Thursday in the 


border town of Shenzhen tha shipments 
should resume next week becase inspec- 
tion procedures would be finaled by then. 
The Chinese say farms inspeetd showed 
no signs of the virus; there are tso no re- 
ports of anyone there having bit flu. But 
birds in China are known to hav died of 
it. Hong Kong has no power to ba exports 
from the mainland; instead, it ha to rely 
on “voluntary" bans. 

The virus is nbi necessarily a kier but. 
if not detected eaj-ly enough, it leads i com- 
plications which (can be fatal. 

— Steven Vine s, Hon&Kong 
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Only 15% deposit now when you spend £500 or more* 


Allied carpets 


35 Years of Inspirational Choices for your Home I 


For your nearest Allied Bed stockist ring free on 0800 192 192 


■Spend E2Q0 • W99 tot 18 monte interest he craft CSffl) Of nm tor 3 yeas WwBt toe ere* and payrolls can be Atoned unS April Typinl ewnple Pirtta»{«*t500.Dej»st 

ET&miniraim deposit l Pi-Bctanceb pay C4S. Deto payments urti Afri 199(1. ten make 34 n#nl% payment, d CISJOw it you wanted to sw paying imwfaWy, wflCil 81a 
monBi ov« M months. Totf pres on owB 1500. DK> APH. It* wttot of months by wNeti payraerts are deterred courts Smarts da toes cWB period AlcreAoffn subject ta status VVrafen 
quotafioflf pvaflaUe tom registered office Afeed Ceipsts, Orpington BH6 OJO. who are Boensed Credt Breton. These oSw replace all b#w adwfced oflns. AD often cannot be used or 
oHijndOT^anyoSwrt'Sueta.dseowXorprofflrionaloftef. 0%s raracJi Bras at gjtog to press and are s*|#S to donga. Phase dieeMwfanB tawing, f WitmnnbwJiriM E3S0 

znh-2£Hh December only, a Deftwy. headboards 4 aoaE3ortme«ira on aB beds. 



Jerniyn Street quality^ at 
affordable prices 


O ur 32 page Men’s Classics 

caiali re tie is filled with items of 
clothing thin arc superior in quality, 
value and style. We use the finest 
fabrics and 1 workman- hip the world can 
offer and ^ur attention to detail is 
impeccable. 

Yet. despite all this, you do not have 
to pay .lemiyn Si reel prices. 

By dealing direct, we avoid 
Loudon's expensive West 
Lnd overheads and pass 
ihe benefit on to you in 
ihe lorm of affordable 
prives. And to make the 
value even more 
irresistible, as a special 
immriuciofy olTer. I 
have deducted Ifi'i 
from the current 
catalogue prices. 

Wide range 

Featured here are 
some of ihe many 
twins in our 
.1 uunmi am) Winter 
( liiuia catalogue. 

t Htr coiion shins are 
made from pure 


two-fold 100s and BOs eotion 
poplin, fabrics chose) by the 
world's most famous shirtmakers. 
Its rich lustre and silen feel 
make it cool and cotrbrtable to 
wear all year round. 

Choice of sleeve mgihis 
And by offering a choie of up to 
7 sleeve lengths we entire that 
your shirts fit you perfefly. This, 
combined with genera u^ u t, the 
longest tails you will fin and 
superb finishing, brings j>u a 
shin which will rival the faest 
made-to-measure shin yotcan 
buy anywhere. 

Whether it be shins, kniiwv 
including luxurious two-ply 
Scottish Cashmere, trousers 
jackets, suiisj outdoor wear r 
nightwear that you are looki* 
for. it is all here in Men’s Clusivs 
and all madd from the very fi cs! 
materials. 

Every item Is backed by our 
guarantee of your saiisraciion. 

So don't delay, order your FRfc: 
catalogue lid ay, to take advance 
«l »>ur inmxluetorv ofler. 
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LIMITEI 


Simply i omple 
i vend it o: Jar 
\ FREEPOST i 
\ Hanjpshire. 
fm \ send y 
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couponlto us 

do it today to take <advai 
iniioduciory offer.) 
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i Address 
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Men behaving 
crapulously 


Television's prevailing fantasy of Christinas 
is a roaring fire, deep snow, a mountain of 
perfectly wrapped presents under a 20ft tree 
and delirious levels of bonhomie (such that 
passers-by cbonlc merrily as they snowball 
each other in the streets). All is warmth and 
prosperity, with the turkey gleaming as if 
it has been french-polished and every face 
around the table shining with contentment 
Christmas trees don’t have needles, toys 
don’t need batteries and drinkers don't gel 
hangovers. 

Rather unexpectedly you were given all 
of this in the Men Behaving Badly spe- 
cial on Christmas Day fBBCl), Simon Nye 
having decided to intersperse the domes- 
tic dystopia of Tony and Gary’s flat with 
scenes of soft-focus Perry-Como-esque 
festivities. You first saw the boys walking 
through a Dickensian street scene, arms 
crammed with parcels as they exchanged 
greetings with the roast chestnut seller and 
jolly urchins; then you cut to the reality, a 
rain-drenched, litter-strewn market street, 
on which Gary was searching for an 11th- 
hour Christmas present, lony followed 
rather erratically behind, clutching a sprig 
of mistletoe with which he seduced pass- 
ing dogs into a drunken exchange of sali- 
va. “Happy f— ing Christmas to you too," 
snarled Gary, after the only stallholder still 
open had attempted to charge him £30 for 
her spare false teeth. 

This alternation between two kinds of 
dich£ - the delusive and the world-weary - 
continued throughout the episode and 
proved rather effective, the programme be- 
ing broadcast at a time when even the most 
determined^ seasonal viewer might have 
been beginning to feel a little crapulous. 
Those cloyed by synthetic visions of yule- 
tide glee will have enjoyed the astriogency 
of the pastiche; those slumped in festive anti- 
dimax -exhausted by misconceived presents, 
compulsory good will and over-indulgence 
- will have relished the only mildly exag- 
gerated reflection of their own day. The jokes 
seemed a good deal perkier than they have 
in the last lew episodes of the series, though 
they were as dependent as ever on the sta- 
ples of feminine exasperation and male 
oafishness. This being the season of licence 
and unrule, I found myself watching with two 
six-year-olds, and I can report that they both 
found the inevitable willy joke hilarious to 
the point of abdominal pain. 
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Gary and Tony would presumably have 
spent Christmas Eve watching the Euro- 
trash Christmas Special on Channel 4 - a 
guaranteed provider of semi-nudity, dou- 
ble-entendre and lavatory humour. Euro- 
rrosh's idea of the Christmas spirit would 
be perfectly summed up by a musical vi- 
brator that plays “Oh Come All Ye Riiih- 
ful". They hadn’t actually managed to track 
down such an item for their seasonal gift 
guide, but they did include reports on the 
Cataioaian tradition of adorning their na- 
tivity scenes with a small crouching man at- 
tending to a call of nature, a nude aerobics 
video and a French amateur porn mogul 
who turns up at the door carrying a cam- 
corder and wearing a Santa negligee. 1 am 
thinking of seeing a therapist about the 
problem but I find I e njoy Eurotmsh, in par- 
ticular the candid air of contempt with 
which Antoine de Ca unes delivers this fish- 
net stocking crammed with salacious taL 
Gary and Tony would not have spent 
Christmas Eve watching any of the pro- 
grammes on BBC 2, which offered a 
rather more elevated notion of grown-up 
fun. The best of these was “Toy Stories", 
a Modem Times about the way in which 
no adult can ever be said to have left off 
childish things, our toys having made us 
what we are. Stephen Walker slightly 
blurred the focus of his central theme by 
including footage of children talking about 
their Tamagotchis (charming, but sijghtly 
off the point) and some montages of chil- 
dren playing that reminded you of the cal- 
culated sentiment of health-insurance 
adverts. But there was a truer pathos to 




Behave yourself, it's Christmas: the jokes were perkier than in recent episodes, but still dependent on the staples of feminine exasperation and male oafishness 


some of the tales told here, a sharp sense 
of the wayward mental perspectives of child- 
hood. when the loss of a toy can leave a life- 
time scar of bereavement. 

One middle-aged woman was mo- 
mentarily undone by recalling bow her fas- 
tidious father had thrown a beloved sailor 
doll on to the fire, because she had been 
sick over it: SO years on, she still had the 
miniature substitute which she had saved 
her pennies to buy. Another woman re- 
called the aching grief of seeing her own 
dolls laid out at the school fete, for others 
to buy. I had recently conducted a cull on 
my own children’s growing herd of soft toys 
but this programme made me feel so un- 
nerved by what 1 might have done to as yet 


uncalloused souls that I am contemplating 
resurrecting them from the attic limbo in 
which they languish. 

Arena's programme “The Banana" 
later that night was much less enchanting 
- a no tionally sprightly miscellany of banana 
facts and folklore that became increasing- 
ly irritating the longer it continued. Arena 
has made a speciality of these anthology pro- 
grammes- in which the cultural and social 
implications of a single object are ex- 
plored - but they only work if there is some 
sense of covert argument at play. Here there 
was no editorial principle that I could dis- 
cern beyond an open door if you did a word 
search on “banana" in any sizeable data- 
base and then assembled the resulting hits 


in no particular order, you would end up 
with something very similar- lan Hrslop say- 
ing “I’m a banana", the Reverend Canaan 
Banana. Fteddie Mercury with bananas on 
his head, Auberon Waugh’s new well-trod- 
den story about his father eating all the 
bananas, banana republics. I usually krve ba- 
nanas, but I couldn’t finish this one. 

Almost equally ill-conceived was A 
Christmas Dickens (BBC2 passim) - not 
because the hessian-bearded Simon Cal- 
low wasn’t up to the task of reading Dick- 
ens (there's no doubt that be can “do the 
police in different voices") but because the 
unwise decision had been made to employ 
a living laugh-track. Every now and then 
the camera would cut away to a group of 


people in Victorian dress, all of them oblig- 
ed (contractually, I imagine) to adopt fa- 
cial expressions of intense interest and 
amusement. The most conspicuously dis- 
tracting of these was a gentleman with 
mutton-chop whiskers and shining eyes 
whose face was the very epitome of com- 
ic anticipation - he trembled to the brim 
with scarcely contained hilarity, every now 
and then spilling over in a variety of 
Equity-minimum chuckles, titters and 
chortles. A more effective way of ensuring 
tha t the audience would remain stony-faced 
I cannot conceive. 

Thomas Sutcliffe's daily television review 
returns in 'The Eye’ on Monday 5 January. 


Strike up the bland: light music fails to deliver the Christmas message 




Borrowed Gfe music better known as 
the theme tune of Dr Finlay’s Casebook 


The billing in Radio Times for Com- 
posers of the Week this week contains a 
baffling, even worrying sentence: “In recent 
years," it reads, “light music has undergone 
a welcome renaissance." W?12, there’s cer- 
tain!/ been a renaissance, in which Radio 3 
has played its part a few years ago, it broad- 
cast an excellent series tailed Charge of the 
Light Brigade that showed that the broad 
category of “light music" includes things 
that are resourceful, witty and even touch- 
ing. But, listening to the first three days of 
a Composers of the Week turned over to 
“British Light Music", you realise just how 
bland most of this stuff is. 

Take Anthony Collins’s Vanity Fair, 
played on Monday, and supposedly a por- 
trait of Regency England. If you think the 
central characteristic of Regency England 
was a brisk, optimistic prissiness, then this 
little canter might have had something to 
say to you; historical insight aside, it was 
a bland, uninventive piece. And most of the 
other musk: heard followed the pattern. The 
only pieces that seemed to have any life at 
all were those that borrowed it from else- 


where - like the March from Trevor 
Duncan's Little Suite, better known as the 
theme tune for Dr Finlay's Casebook. So the 
idea of this stuff having a renaissance is 
anything but welcome. 

This probably wouldn’t bother me if 
there didn’t seem to be so much of the 
rubbish around. On Sunday. Radio 2 
devoted a whole hour to the composer of 
The Typewriter (aka the theme to The 
News Quiz), in 5!eigh Ride: The Leroy 
Anderson Story. “Story” was pitching it 
a bit strong: Anderson’s CV didn't feature 
much in the way of incident (it is emblem- 
atic that he spent the war working for US 
Army Intelligence in Iceland), and David 
Jacobs was hard put to assemble a narra- 
tive of a life without landmarks. Still, that 
is in keeping with the music, which is 
basically Eric Coates with sound-effects - 
typewriter bells, sleigh bells, coconut shells. 
(Those were in The Syncopated Clock. As 
Jacobs pointed out, coraposere since Haydn 
had used docks in their music, but only 
Anderson had thought of malting them 
syncopated. Which makes Haydn took 
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pretty dull and unoriginal, doesn't it?) 

This all seems to be part of a conspiracy 
to soothe, along with the Easy Does It Christ- 
mas Special (R2, Sal -Jacobs again). Clas- 
sic FlVTs nightly Smooth Classics at Seien, 
A Merry Maxmas (with Max Bygraves. R2, 
Christmas Eve) and Des O’Connor... With 
u Christmas Audience (R2, Mon - though 


O'Connor at least has a degree of vim and 
professionalism). It can’t be a coincidence 
that all this blandness comes creeping out 
of the woodwork at Christmas. It looks like 
a deliberate response to a time of year when 
people’s thoughts turn towards ways of 
restraining themselves from throttling 
their loved ones. Perhaps we should wel- 
come it; but it leaves me depressed. Music 
as a means of transcending circumstance 
seems to be getting thrown aside; this is mu- 
sic as a means of suppressing feeling, of 
achieving spiritual numbness. 

Just to prove that soothing need not 
mean bland. Radio 4 is broadcasting a short 
season of work by Piers Plowright, the 
BBC’s most distinguished features pro- 
ducer, who retires on his 60th birthday this 
Tuesday. In An Artist in Sound (Christ- 
mas Day), Plowright recalled a story of his 
lather’s about the General Strike, when he 
heard the sound of a revolutionary mob ad- 
vancing inexorably towards him, which 
turned out to be a flock of sheep. The 
moral? That sound is ambiguous - open to 
interpretation in a way that the visual is not 


• The point was beautifully demonstrat- 
ed in two other programmes in the season: 
Mr Fletcher, the Poet (Christmas Day) 
and Mr B (Boxing Day). Both consisted 
essentially of a lone voice telling its story. 
Jeff Fletcher was a Leicestershire builder 
who wrote poetry in his spare time, winning 
the Commonwealth Poetry Prize in 195J; 
Mr B was James Bellamy, an elderly school- 
master who taught Plowright’s own son, and 
who professed a passionate, distinctly old- 
fashioned blend of discipline and kindness. 

A less subtle producer might have chal- 
lenged their stories, poked at the self-pity 
and self-love that was an undertone in both; 
or might have tried to draw out the emo- 
tional aspects of the story with music: some- 
thing in a minor key, say. to underline Mr 
B's grieving for a boy who had died. But 
in letting them speak for themselves. Plow- 
right gave them an integrity, a wholeness 
as well as an honesty, that won respect- In 
their way, these programmes hinted at a 
kind of wisdom and generosity that, well, 
seems rather in tune with the spirit of 
Christmas. 
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Nicolette Larson 


Nicolette Larson, singer and 
songwriter: bora Helena, 
Montana 17 July 1952; married 
1990 Russell Kjunkel (one 
daughter); died Los Angeles 
16 December 1997. 


The transition- from backing 
vocalist to lead singer is not al- 
ways an easy one, though Sheryl 
Crow has managed it recently, 
while the American singer 
Nicolette Larson came lo the 
fore in the Seventies. With 
“Lot la Love”, a simple but 
heartfelt Neil Young composi- 
tion. she reached the American 
Tup 10 in 1979 and was voted 
Best Female Vocalist by 
Performances magazine. 

Before and after her major 
success. Larson also sang back- 
ing vocals on a multitude of 
recordings made in Los Ange- 
les by the likes of Christopher 
Cross, the Doobie Brothers. 
Van HaJen and Emmylou Har- 
ris. In the later part of the Eight- 
ies, she made a successful switch 
to the country music which had 
always been inherent in her 
singing style. She also acted and 
campaigned for President 
Clinton in 1996. 

She was bom in Helena, 
Montana, in 1952, into a large 
family (she was one of six chil- 
dren) which followed her US 
Treasury Department Executive 
father around the country. The 
Larsons moved every' couple of 
years and the young Nicolette 
was exposed to every genre of 
music from soul lo pop via 
country. Shu especially liked 
Hank Williams and her singing 
was undoubtedly influenced by 
Dolly Parton. Tammy Wynctte 
and Loretta Lynn, but her peri- 
patetic childhood and varied 
taste would later be reflected tn 
albums containing Turn la Mo- 
town material alongside songs 
by Sam Cooke. Burl Bacharah 
and Jackson Browne. 

Larson graduated from high 
school and majored in psy- 


chology and sociology at college. 
At 21, she found herself work- 
ing as a pan-time secretary 
and a waitress and decided to 
head for California in search of 
the American dream. Always 
the practical girl, she bought a 
return bus ticket in case things 
didn't work out. But they did. 
In a dub, she met a lady who 
organised the Golden State 
Bluegrdss Festival and hired her 
as a secretary. 

“From there, everything 
snowballed.” she would later re- 
call. “'You sing a little with 
somebody backstage, then you 
sing background on somebody’s 
demo, then somebody lets you 
sing on an album and pretty 
soon people are talking about 
you. Then you go on the road 
with somebody - Hoyt Axton or 
Commander Cody - and they 
let you do a song In the show, 
and pretty soon people are say- 
ing: that girl was good] Then 
they offer you a record deal." 

For Larson, it was as simple 
as thaL By her own accord, she 
"was not a prolific songwriter”. 
But she had an amazing, twangy, 
vulnerable and emotive voice. In 
1978, Lenity Waronker signed 
her to Wrnicr Brothers and put 
her together with the Doobie 
Brothers producer Ted Tcm- 
pleman and Bill Payne of Little 
Feat fame. And she brought 
“Lolta Love”, a Neil Young 
composition, lo the party. 

“I got that song off a tape I 
found lying an the floor of 
Neil's car,” she said in inter- 
views. “I popped it in the tape 
player and commented on what 
a great song it was. Neil said: 
‘You want it? It's yours.' "With 
Templeman’s smooth produc- 
tion and Jimmie Haskell's so- 
phisticated string arrangement 
“Lolta Love” became an Amer- 
ican lop 10 hit in 1979 and, 
alongside Buz Scaggs. ushered 
in a new era of blue-eyed soul 
LA-stylc. 

Still, on Nicokitc. her debut 
album which sold half a million 


copies and was certified gold, 
Larson was more than the 
crown princess •"■f California 
rock. She was equally at ease 
with Jesse Winchester’s 
“Rhumba Girl", given a Little 
Feat funky flavouring by the 
keyboardist Bill Payne and 
guitarist Paul Barrerc. 

A year later, she duetted 
with Michael McDonald (of 
Doobie Brothers Came) on “Let 
Me Go Love” and reached the 
Top 40, but In the Nick of Time 
and Radioland were less suc- 
cessful albums. She was seen as 
a poor alternative to Linda 
Roasts dt and Emmylou Harris 
(sbe often sang with both) and 
couldn't quite follow up her ma- 
jor tut. In 1982, sbe worked with 
Andrew Gold auAU Dressed Up 
& No Place To Co, but to no 
avail. 

Two years later, after tour- 
ing with the musical Pump Boys 
and Dinettes in which she 
played the part of Rhetta Cupp, 
Larson signed to MCA Nash- 
ville and went back to her coun- 
try roots, stressing at the time 
that “country music is almost 
what Southern California rock 
was - is really. The Eagles to- 
day would be a country band.” 

After initial resistance from 
a scene that doesn't like per- 
formers switching styles (Juke 
Newton being a classic exam- 
ple), Larson toured with Steve 
Earle and Poco, released two al- 
bums (5^ and /kue of Afy 

Heart) and scored several Top 
40 country hits (“That's How 
You Know When Love’s 
Right”, with Steve Wanner, 
was nominated for duet of the 
year by the Country Music 
Association in 1985). 

But even at the height of her 
popularity in Nashville (the 
Academy of Country Musk 
named her Best New Vbcalist in 
1984). the singer with the long 
distinctive black hair (Crystal 
Gayle and Eddie Brickell had 
nothing on her) remained a Cal- 
ifornia resident and was very 
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Larson: blue-eyed soul LA-style 


Photograph: Glenn A Baker / Redfems 


much part of California’s cnime 
de la crime of session players, 
appearing in concert with Jim- 
my Buffet, the Beach Boys and 
Willie Nelson. She moved into 
acting, guesting in the US sit- 
com Throb and acting opposite 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
Danny De Vito in Twins (1988). 
Somewhat typecast as a night- 
club singer, her performance of 
“I’d Die For This Dance" 
proved one of the saving graces 
of that box-office smash. 


In 1990, Nicolette Larson 
married the drummer Russ 
Kunkel (the number one Los 
Angeles session drummer who 
worked on such classic record- 
ings as Carole' King's Tapestry ). 
After the birth of their daugh- 
ter Elsie May, she recorded 
Sleep Baby Sleep (for the Sony 
Wonder label in 1994), a col- 
lection of lullabies and chil- 
dren's songs which included 
duets with Linda Ronstadt and 
Graham Nash. 


Five years ago, Larson's ca- 
reer completed a full circle 
when Neil Young called on her 
to provide the backing vocals on 
bis excellent Hon est Moon al- 
bum. She was on especially 
fine form on the ethereal 
“Dreaming Man" and on a live 
performance of “Natural Beau- 
ty", echoing Young’s chorus of 
“a natural beauty should be 
preserved like a monument to 
nature". 

-Pierre Femme 


Denise Levertov 



Denise Levertov, poet: 
bom Ilford, Essex 24 October 
1923; Fannie Hurst Professor 
(Poet-in-Residence). Brandeis 
University 1981 -83; Professor 
of English, Stanford 
University 1982-94; married 
1947 Mitchell Goodman 
(died 1997; one son; marriage 
dissolved 1974); died 
Seattle, Washington 20 
December 1997. 


What chaniclcrisev Denise Let- 
cruw\ p'Ctrv is an untiring a vi- 
al it its. a ireshnesc and sense of 


urgency. She wrote lyrical, cel- 
ebratory poems, and poems 
that found hard-hitting and ap- 
propriate imagery for the hor- 
rors uf our times. Her work has 
a wide range, defying the notion 
that poets can be categorised as 
“nature poet” or “war poet”. 
There is a consistent clarity in 
her voice and a sparse ness in her 
language. She was a mystical 
poet who wrote asser Lively of 
- the spiritual, and a political poet 
who continued to find images 
to make us think. 

Levertov was born in Ilford, 
in 1923. and emigrated lo the 
United Slates in 1948. the year 
alter she married the American 
writer Mitchell Goodman. Her 
first collection of poetry. The 
DuttNc Image, was published in 
1946. Her 22nd collection. 
Sands of the 1117/. will be pub- 
lished by Bloodaxe in February. 

She grew up in Essex and 
was educated at home by her 
Welsh mother und by her father, 
a Russian Jew who settled in 
England after the First World 
War and became an Anglican 
priest. During Ihe Second 


World %r she worked as a civil- 
ian nurse in London. Her first 
book was published in England 
and when she moved to Amer- 
ica she was published in Ken- 
neth Rcxroth s 1949 anthology 
77ie New British Poets. Rcxroth 
wrote later that “she, more 
than anyone, led the redirection 
of American poetry ... to 
the mainstream of world 
literature.” 

She was associated with the 
Black Mountain school, and 
during the next three decades 
she came to be seen as Amer- 
ica's foremost contemporary 
woman poet. In the course of 
her career she held the position 
of poetry editor of the Notion 
in 1961. and leaching posts at 
Vassar College. Tufts Universi- 
ty and the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, before 
becoming Professor of English 
at Stanford in 1982. She was a 
recipient of the Shelley Award 
for Poetry and elected tn the 
American Academy in 1 980. In 
addition lo her many collections 
she published hooks of essays 
and autobiographical pieces. 


It was her conviction in the 
intrinsic unity of the two aspects 
of her vision, the spiritual and 
ihe political, that gave her po- 
etry its individual voice. An ac- 
tive campaigner for civil rights 
and against the Vietnam war, 
sbe described the evolution of 
her own political commitment 
in the introduction to her 1971 
collection To Stay Alive, seeing 
herself as one of those 
who have come bit by bit to dm 
knowledge that opposition to war, 
whose foul air we have breathed so 
long that by now we are almost 
choked forever by it. cannot be sep- 
arated from opposition to the whole 
system of insane greed, of racism and 
imperialism, of which war is only the 
inevitable expression. 

This conviction remained at 
the basis of her philosophy 
and she responded in her work 
to events in Chile and El Sal- 
vador as well as to the threat 
of nuclear war. She used a 
personal voice to reflect upon 
the publk world, insisting upon 
poetry's role in protest and 
resistance. 

There is an unselfconscious 
directness in her political poetry. 


Her language is uncluttered. 
The Vietnam poems are angty, 
forcing the reader to confront 
the particularity of atrocity. 

She sweeping for her lost right arm. 
Sbe cannot write the alphabet any 
more 

on the kindergarten blackboard. 

Sbe is weeping for her lent right aim. 
She cannot bold her baby and caress 
it at the same time 
ever again. 

Le Vertov’s focus was always 
sharp. She showed how poetry 
can work to express horror 
without making it safe, hew po- 
etry can be both profound and 
lucid. A concern with exploita- 
tion and injustice runs through 
all her collections. What pre- 
vented her sense of the world 
becoming overwhelming^ neg- 
ative was the articulation of a 
moral and sputual faith. Her 
sense of our responsibility for 
war and suffering becomes a 
source of hope: 

all of us cuv 
our brother's bee pecs, 
members one or another 
responsible, culpable and - 
abie to change 


Jacques Guillon, naval officer: 
bora Cosne-sur-Loire 
(NMvre), France 27 
December 1910; died Merfot 
(Aube), France 8 December 
1997. 


It was comparatively rare for 
French naval personnel to join 
General de Gaulle’s Free 
French movement in London. 
By the end of 1941, fewer than 
5,000 men of the French navy 
served under his leadership. 
There were obvious reasons 
for this since a sailor was of 
most value if bis ship and its 
crew bad remained with him. 
But, most important of all, the 
French navy was opposed to 
Britain because of Operation 
"Catapault". 

At Mers-el-KtSbir, by OranT 
ia Algeria, on 3 July 1940, the 
British navy bad attacked 
French warships. Some 1.300 
Frenchmen were killed in this 
action, which had been brought 
about by the British govern- 
ment’s fear that the French 
fleet would be used by the Ger- 
mans. Ihs event still arouses re- 
sentment in certain French 
memories. 

It was remarkable that out 
of this unhappy episode 
emerged two young French- 
men who were to distinguish 
themselves tn the Allied cause. 
One was Honorfi d’Etienne 
d'Orves, a naval lieutenant who 
was officier d’ordonrtance to 
Admiral Godfrey, the com- 
mander of the French force. He 
came to London in September 
1940, returned to France and 
became a resistance organiser. 
He was betrayed and shot by the 
Germans on 29 August 1941, re- 
portedly the first resistance 
fighter to be executed. The 
other was Jacques Guillon. 

Guillon, who was a product 
of the £cole Navale, was serv- 
ing on the torpedo boat Tormde 
as a lieutenant when the British 
attacked at Mers-el-fOebtr. He 
was lucky , because the ship, 
managed to gut away and was 
not pursued by the British. 
Guillon remained in the 
Mediterranean until November 
1942. Then, with the Allied ex- 
pedition to North Africa and the 
German invasion of unoccupied 
France, the French authorities 
gave orders that the fleet in 
Tbulon should be scuttled. 

Fearful that his awn ship 
would be captured by the Ger- 
mans or the Italians, Guillon 
sabotaged it and took refuge on 
shore. There, disguised as a 
priest, be made his way on 
foot to join the Free French 
forces of General Lederc in 
the desert After his triumphal 
expedition from Chad, Lederc 
was moving into Tlinisia and 
Tripolitaaia, fighting with 
British and New Zealand 
forces. Guillon took pan in 
the capture of Tunis (which 
fell on 8 May 1943) and 
Bizerta. 

Guillon was given the rank 
of captain and attached to the 
tanks and motorised unit of 
Leclerc's forces. Made up of 
many nationalities, this was the 
famous second armoured divi- 
sion, the Deuxkme Division 
Blindle (known as the Deux- 
- Cynthia Fuller feme DB). After their victories 


Denise Levertov was an in- 
spiration. Those to whom she 
taught creative writing, and 
those who heard her read her 
work, will never forge L Perhaps 
sbe has been a particular in- 
spiration to the generations of 
women poets who follow her. 
She showed- that it is possible 
lo be serious and committed, 
to take on the large issues 
without losing the personal 
perspective. She moved effort- 
lessly between spiritual tuss- 
les, reflections upon ageing, 
relationships, places, and world 
peace, always with the same 
precision, the same steady 
gaze. 

SUSPENDED 

I bad grasped God's garment in the 
mid 

but my band slipped 
on the rich milk of ft. 

The "everlasting arms" ray sister 
loved to remember 
must have upheld my leaden weight 
from lolling, even so. 
for though I claw at empty air and 

feel 

nothing, no embrace, 

T have not plummet ed. 


in Africa, they were transferred 
to Yorkshire for special train- 
ing in preparation for their 
landing in France. General 
Eisenhower had told them 
that they would not be amongst 
the first to land but he had 
promised that it would be 
French troops that would 
liberate Paris. 

Lederc and his troops land- 
ed at Utah Beach, in Nor- 
mandy, on 1 August 1944. 
Guillon, Leading his tank unit, 
moved eastwards towards Paris 
and souLh of the Seine. He 
took part in the liberation of 
Neuilly-sur-Seine, which had 
been strongly defended by 
the Germans, and took many 
prisoners. 

Then the Lederc armoured 
division moved eastwards to- 
wards the Vosges, towards 
Strasbourg and Germany. The 
French flag was raised over 
Hitler's eagle eyrie at Bercht- 
esgaden on 5 May 1945 and 
some French troops were able 
to wander amongst the Fiihrer's 
library and gramophone-record 
collection. 

For some of them it was a 
remarkable journey that they 
had made from the heart of 
tropical Africa. For GuiUon. 
although he had not been pre- 
sent from the beginning, it was 
also an achievement which he 
described in his book From 
Carthage to Berchtesgaden, writ- 
ten in his retirement (and pub- 
lished tn Paris in 1978). He had 
served with remarkable officers, 
such as Lederc himself, or the 
bold and adventurous Massu; he 
had been in training in York- 
shire with another naval officer, 
Philippe de Gaulle, and Mon- 
corgc, also known as Jean 
Gabin. 

After the war he returned to 
the navy. From 1950, he served 
in Indo-China, where, as cap- 
tain, he was in charge of a naval 
unit controlling the Bay of 
Saigon. This was of particular 
importance in terms of the war 
since the Viet-Minh were strong 
in the Mekong estuary. In more 
general terms it was important 
as the population in Saigon- 
Choion rose to some two mil- 
lion in 1954 (it had been 
300.000 in 1939) and the hay be- 
came the centre of great activ- 
ity which had to be supervised 
by the French authorities. Guil- 
lon also had the particularly del- 
icate task of evacuating the 
representatives of General Chi- 
ang Kai-chek from the interior 
Of Indochina and of arranging 
their discreet evacuation to 
Formosa. 

Back in France he was pro- 
moted, and as Rear-Admiral 
was in charge of a naval force 
in Lorient, which was ready for 
emergencies. In 1965, be was 
put in charge of the sites in the 
Pacific which the French gov- 
ernment planned to use for 
nuclear experiments. 

From 1969 to 1972, he di- 
rected the centre for the 
training of high-ranking staff 
officers in all services. With this 
conclusion to his career, 
Jacques GuiUon had served in 
all aspects of hard activity, with 
ihe unusual addition of having 
been a distinguished fighting 
soldier. 

— Douglas Johnson 
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MARRIAGES I 
& DEATHS i 


DEATHS 

BADO: J.inv- Affl« my tT.'ny. dn-il 
iv.icclitlh .i! hurrii >ti 2- D.-cvmhcr. 
:ipcd rJljcjf . Di'.irK L« «! hu.4i.ni J 
Ml Iwli . ad" 'foil jnJ lininu l.illitrr of 
Clwrlc- niJ AnunJj. jnJ a much- 
Im'.oJ jr.inJI jilicr. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARAIAGES £ DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths. Memo- 
rial services, Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memoriam) should be sent in writing 
co the Cncite Editor, The Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square, Canary Wharl 
London EM SDL, telephoned to 0171- 
293 2012 (24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2011 ) or fcued to 0171-293 2010. 
and arc charged at £4.50 a line (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazcctc announce- 
ments (notices, (unction*, forthcom- 
ing marriages. Marriages) must be 
submitted in writing (or (axed) and are 
charged at £lD a fine. VAT phots. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone member. 

The OBITUARIES e-mail address it 
6bicuariett3indepcfldent.ca.uk 

The Independent's main switchboard 
number h 0171*293 2000. 


Changing of the Guard 

TODAY: The I l.nvn>ili!i'.«..i!i* M>>unt- 
..•*l tiv'-jiineni ra-usm* (h, ' Lite 

i .ii Horso Guards. 1 lam. I 'l Bui* 
f.-lmii W«.Mi ri'i.inJ .ei"un:* 'Ik Qumo'* 
<Vj.it,'. a; Buckingham Palace. 1 1 JiUa. 
SvikI nr.-'.iJi'dl" :hL-' .'IJ^*icjinr*'Liril. 
TOMORROW: Ht.- H»u -.ii.'Ll C’.fl.iln 
Mi ■unit, 1 Rcj n. at ia**unl» (In. ‘Viiv.n i 
Lu, final i! .ii Horse Guards. Hum 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr* Irene Adam*. MP. 5i>. 
Mr Hufh .\rbuihnpll. farmer am- 
b.frstdnr ro Denmark, ft I ; Mrs Anne 
Armstrong, former US amhovailor 
(i> Britain. Ti: VLvfoiinl AMur. for- 
mer wvernment minister. 4u: Mr 
Chrisinphor Beniamin, actor. uJ; 
Sir Gordon Bruiwon. company chair- 
man. ?r<: M Gerard Depardieu, ac- 
tor. 44; Sir Thomas Derili. former 
mub> player and diipbrofcer. r| 5: 
Lor j Grit lit hs ol Ffon.-.ilJCh. vice- 
chairman. Goldman Sachs t Europe), 
?n: Air Chid Mar-hal Sir Derek 
Undgkinson. unmet Air Secretary . 
•Si I: Mr Mick Jones, rock musician. 
5<>: Mis* Pal Mew«. former rally dri- 
ver. to; proiex*or Donald Nunhcole. 
plant hiiH-hentisl. “n:\lr Mike Pen- 
der. rock dnzer. 55: Sir William 
; Pun ev chairman. M tdlan J Rink. Hu 
Mt Pck-t OuaiYc. Trek musician. 54: 

; Professor Brinlcy Rccv classical 
i -ctu >lar. Sir Norman Reid, former 
j Director. Tile Gallery . *2: Dr Edward 
i Snliliou.se. Master. I InhvrsUt Col- 
j lege. Durham. (£ Lord sterling ol 
I I'laisrnu . chairman. P 4» O. i«3: Miss 
i J.met Sireet-P* 'ficr. hro.idc.isier and 
1 writer. 5 1: Mbs Hill} Tnnheo. jour- 
i n.tlLsi and hi«sidca>lcT. 51: The Righl 
j Rev Michael Turnbull. Bi-hop of 
; Durham. h2 

j TOMORROW: Mr Innkhah.-Vlam. 

• former Pakistan cricketer. 5*c Mr Ter- 
; ry Bui efier. footballer, .Vi; Mr Dun- 
aid Cart, vnekeicf. T\; Sir EUR 
j Clarke, lormer pre-adent, Trinidad 
and ToKieo. .-id: Major Madeleine 
j Cr.iggs. secretary. Imperial Cancer 
: Research Fundi 52: Mr Thomas 
: Gould VC. jG; Mr Max HaMincv. 
j Cdii'c-m-ehicf. die London F.umm; 
: Sf.u.v.’.-j.'J. 57: t on! HaUciylCv. for- 
j liter aermitcul minisier. ro: Mr 
Ni*el Johnson. ae\«'t, SI: Mr Niecl 
j Kenned}, violinist. 41: Mr* Frances 


MEANINGS OF CHRISTMAS 

There is no edification in this massacre of 


The light of Christmas casts a 
shadow. One child was bom 
but, as a direct consequence, 
many others were killed by 
Herod. Rowan Wiffiams, Bishop 
of Monmouth, is impatient 


sible for us to contemplate it without nr _J — : — * “ 


MnrrelL funner leader. ILEA. (At Sir 
Phi rick O'Connor, former Lard Jus- 
tice til AppcaL S3: Mrs Bridget Pren- 
tice MP.45; Mr Simon Rosen, author 
and playwright. 70; Mrs Joan Rud- 
dock MR 54: Dome Maggie Smith, 
actress. G3: the Right Rtf.' William 
Wti»iwmtd. fanner Bishop of Peter- 
borough. 72; the Hon Geoffrey Wil- 
son. former chairman. Delta pic, (& 

Anniversaries 
TODAY: Births: Louis Pasteur, 
chemist and bacteriologist, l&li 
Marlene Die! rich (Maria Magdale- 
na Dietrich), actress, 1901. Deaths: 
Charles Lamb, author and essayist. 
1834; Howard Hoagland | Hoagy) 
Carmichael, composer, singer and pi- 
anist. L9SI. On this day: J.M. Bar- 
rie'S play Peter Pan was first 
performed. 1904. Today is the Feast 
Day of Si Fabiola, Si John the Evan- 
gelist. St Niearvle and Saints 
Theodore and Thenphancb Graptoi. 

TOMORROW: Births Sir Arthur 
Stanley Eddinglon, astronomer, 
1882. Deaths SI Francis de Sales. 
Ih2i IV* Ren- (Robert Macgregor}, 
elan chief, 1734; Maurice Joseph Rav- 
el. composer, 1937; Sam Peckinpah, 
film director. 19S4. On dlls (fay: Ihe 
centre portion of the Tay Bridge in 
Scotland eoiljpsoL 1 879. Tomorrow 
is the Feast Day of Si Antony of Lc- 
rins. the Holy Innocents (CMdennas) 
and St Theodore the SanciiGed. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

Victoria and Albert Museum- Pa- 
tricia Baker, “Indian Temple Art”. 
L3rtpm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
-Portraying the VfotU as It Isn't" , 
1pm. 


however with attempts to see 
significance in the suffering. 

“O Almighty God, who . . . macks! infants 
to glorify thee by their deaths ...” I can 'I 
quilc remember when l first realised 
that ihe Book of Common Prayer - 
which ! love dearly - was capable of 
coming out wilh sonorous blasphemy; 
but 1 don’t know whai else you could 
call iis Collect for today’s commemo- 
ration of the Holy Innocents, the chil- 


horror. 

It's ihe same phenomenon in Cen- 
tral Africa, in the armies of Laurent Ka- 
bila. or in the revolutionary guards of 
Iran and Iraq: children are conscript- 
ed into a bloody adult conflict, their pain 
somehow transfigured by an adult 
cause. Any offence against the integri- 
ty of ihe child is a kind of murder, sub- 
jugating the child to an alien principle 
or agenda: the abuser destroys children 
to glorify a particular kind of adult 
desire. 

How does this basically differ from 
God turning a sickening massacre to ed- 
ifying religious ends ? The Book of Com- 
mon Prayer rapidly escapes to the 
remote territory of metaphor, talking 
broadly aboui how we must mortify our 
vices and recover our innocence. This 


tie ones”. You warn to know what it’s 
like to live in the Kingdom of God? 
Look at a child. Jesus is not sentimen- 
talising childhood innocence. He is 
rather saying that the child is in the most 
serious and irreducible way an Other 
to an adult The child doesn’t share an 
agenda- perhaps doesn't even shore a 
language, with adults; the child is sim- 
ply there, a human reality that is not in- 
volved in adult rivalries and negotiations. 

What mailers about the child is her 
or his presence and difference, all at 
once. "Hie child should strip us of the 
assumption that our agenda is the nat- 
ural, the obvious, the authoritative 
one. Only when this happens, says Je- 
sus, do we get any inkling of what the 
Kingdom of God might mean, lb bring 
the child into our framework and 


drco massacred by King Herod in his 
attempt to eliminate the child Jesus. 

God is not exactly being accused of 
engineering the deaths of these infants. 
But God is hiring represented as guilty 
of one of the most nauseating sins of 
our and other cultures; the sacrifice or 
suffering of children being colonised by 
some adult system of meaning and giv- 
ing it a significance which makes it pos- 


aniy makes things worse: the butchered 
child ends up as nothing more than a 
symbol for something else, for my 
moral problems. 

A Christian at prayer ought to know 
belter. One of the enormous and dis- 
turbing originalities of Jesus in the 
gospels is his Insistent pointing to the 
child not as metaphor but as reality - 
even as instructor. Better not to be bom 


our priorities is to destroy that other- 
ness and so destroy something of our 
own possibilities of new life. 

And while it may be easy to shake 
our heads over Kabila or the Ayatol- 
lahs. it is less easy to talk of the rou- 
tine ways in which we pressgang 
children into adult fantasies and pro- 
jects here in Britain - whether by ex- 
ploiting the pre-teen market, making 


innocence 


sure that children are drawn in to ihe 
consumerist addiction as soon as pos- 
sible. or by tolerating the social condi- 
tions that force the child into struggle 
and in some violent estate, or by the 
casual and knowing serialising of the 
image of young girls by the beauty and 

fashion industry ot just by the barbarous 
functionalism of so much of our 
educational rhetoric. 

Jesus seems to say that ihe child must 
be left lo be just that: an Other, whose 
importance for us adults is that they're 
not like us. And one consequence of this 
& that wc have lo resist the temptation 
to impose meanings on the sufferings 
of children; to let ourselves be naked- 
ly shocked precisely because the pain 
that children experience doesn't let it- 
self be used and processed into any of 
our systems. 

No glorifying, then. I can’t say the 
Book of Common Prayer Collect for to- 
day and i don’t think anyone should. 
Perhaps confronted wilh the pain of the 
child is our only response should be to 
look - to shut up and look. And resist 
the temptation to try to make it tidy. 
Remember Dennis Potter's haunting re- 
mark, “Religion is Ihe wound, not the 
bandage.” 
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One more teenager makes ino difference to the drugs debate 
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So a cabinet minister's son has supplied 
cannabis to an undercover reporter. Big 
deal Some will say that this means the min- 
ister should resign because he says one 
thing about drugs and a member of his 
family does another. This is nonsense. Oth- 
ers will say this affair shows that the drugs 
law is an ass and “proves” the case for le- 
galisation. That is nonsense, too. 

Ministers, like corporate bosses, news- 
paper editors, and others in authority, 
should resign when they have made a ma- 
jor error, or if they have been dishonest. 
Bui reversing the old business about the 
sins of the fathers being visited on the sons 
is a barmy idea. Most parents of teenage 
children find it hard controlling them - 
think of Anne Atkins’s daughter who ran 
away recently. But the children of politi- 
cians have a particularly hard time of it. 
Not only do their parents work punishingty 
long weeks, but they also have to put up 
with the constant needling and occasion- 
al sucking-up that goes with parental fame. 

It is unsurprising, therefore, that there 
has been a long list of politicians' children 
who have got into trouble with drink or 
drugs. The wonder is that any of them grow 
up happy and successful at all. In (he case 
being talked about now the boy has done 
nothing very heinous. 

He was set up and fell -plop! - straight 
into the trap. There is no suggestion that 
he had been roaming around the capital 


luring innocent youngsters ; into a life of 
vice. As it happens, he is a d ecent, amus- 
ing young man who comes ’.from a level- 
headed, very normal family.. Like a vast 
number of people his age hi; has fooled 
around with soft drugs. W/C:l). knock us 
down wiLh the proverbial feather. 

It changes nothing aboujt our stale of 
knowledge of the drugs qui rslion. He is 
surely allowed 10 try to cope pwiih the con- 
sequences without it turning into a major 
national news stmy? For (ha t reason, and 
because it is against the law It 1 identify un- 
der- 15s in court proceedings^ we have tak- 
en a vety low-key approach; to the story. 
So have the broadcasters. O iher papers, 
though, have used every hint . nudge and 
wink known to journalism lo reveal the 
minister concerned, teetering at least, on 
the edge of breaking the law in their anx- 
iety to inform their readers] 

Other than natural human curiosity the 
excuse must be that the son 's behaviour 
is a matter of public interest j presumably 
because il would cause us to reassess his 
father's arguments. But the minister has 
not been hypocritical. He raas not been 
“caught out". His son has done something 
he disapproves of- taking ajnd dealing in 
drugs. He still disapproves of it. 

Perhaps he feels more foi eibly than be- 
fore the truth that drugs are taken all ewer 
the place. But he knew that anyway. In- 
deed. overall, this story tells it * ; nothing es- 



sential about the debate on the legalisa- 
tion of drugs- For us. that is a subject close 
to borne. Our sister paper has cam- 
paigned bard and honourably for the le- 
galisation of cannabis. We remain, while 
intrigued, wholly unconvinced. 

There is an intellectual case for the de- 
crimioalisaiion of all drugs, bard or soft, 
throughout the world, m order to destroy 
the profits which nourish international 


crime. That would be a huge step, but h 
might choke off one of the world's biggest, 
most unpleasant and last-growing trades. 
Some people would be lured into hard 
drug use by its new legality: but one would 
have to set beside their plight the fall in 
crime and violence that might result. It is 
a fascinating “balance of interests" debate, 
which has attracted libertarians of left and 
right, and has fuelled many arguments 
among everyone from the police to stu- 
dents. But it is academic: it would require 
decisive leadership by many countries 
which currently take the opposite view, so 
it has no prospect whatever of happening 
in the foreseeable future. 

That leaves the lesser question of 
whether or not cannabis itself should be 
legalised. (It is worth noting, in passing, 
that if il was, the minister's son. being aged 
under 17, would still have been liable to 
prosecution.) We are not morally shocked 
by cannabis use. Whisky has probably 
caused more misery by far... though 
more pleasure, too. But there is a lot of 
force in the Government’s argument that 
legalisation would simply increase con- 
sumption without cutting crime, since the 
big dealers and gangs would move onto 
the next swathe of illegal drugs. 

In the end it would not, we believe, 
cut crime or make the streets safer, 
though it would please many users. Nor 
would decruninalisation stop dare- hun- 


gry youths experimenting with dope: 
they experiment with cigarettes and spir- 
its all the time. 

It would, by contrast, tend to make drug 
use more socially acceptable . particular- 
ly as people search for alternatives to cig- 
arettes and alcohol, knowing more and 
more about the drawbacks of both. Hero- 
in and cocaine are already widely used by 
young wealthy professionals. Many peo- 
ple believe we are on the threshold of a 
new era of highly sophisticated “smart” 
drugs. Cannabis, the ultimate dopey drug, 
is going to become less of an issue, as cam- 
paigns start for the legalisation of ecsta- 
sy and other new drugs- 

So tbe question is. should the law con- 
tinue to provide a barrier, however rick- 
ety, against drug use. or should we give 
up, acknowledging that drugs are too pop- 
ular for politicians and tbe police to con- 
tinue to meddle with? 

No one can seriously say that tbe drug 
laws work. But legalising one drug would 
have little effect on tbe law and order ques- 
tions: and legalising all of them in one 
country is too big a risk. Cannabis use 
doesn’t involve high penalties, but should, 
medical exceptions aside, be discour- 
aged. That judgement, not an easy one, 
is what matters. The behaviour of yet an- 
other teenager who wants to get undeT 
dad's skin is good gossip but otherwise en- 
tirely irrelevant. 


n; . 




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Pain for Asia 

Sir The Internationa] Monetary 
Fund is uncharacteristically, 
humble in admitting it under- 
estimated the severity of the East 
Asian financial crisis (“Chaos in 
Far East”, 22 December). Even 
its sternest critics would allow 
some leeway on tbe hazardous 
nature of predicting the future; 
however there is no excuse for 
not learning tbe lessons of the 
past 

In East Asia the IMF is im- 
posing extreme deflationary 
measures, in part to secure pay- 
ments to foreign creditors. The 
same approach characterised 
its intervention in Latin Amer- 
ica during the debt crisis of the 
1980s. Today unemployment 
and poverty levels are higher in 
the region than they were 15 
years ago. Hardlya rescue, hard- 
ly a blueprint for success. 

Your report quotes the IMF's 
chief economist as saying that 
“some people are going to feel 
pain of this adjustment”. The 
crucial question is how much 
pain and who feels it 

The degree of austerity being 
prescribed by the IMF is unjus- 
tified by underlying economic 
conditions. These are not Latin 
American basket cases of fi- 
nancial profligacy. 

As for who bears tbe pain. 
The IMF has created a “risk- 
free" environment for foreign in- 
vestors. No pain for them. By 
contrast, ordinary people will suf- 
fer the pain of mass unemploy- 
ment and declining public 
services. In Indonesia, a coun- 
try with 20 milli on people below 
the poverty line, the IMF is im- 
posing an extreme austerity 
package [nthe midst of drought 
and rising rural poverty. 

It is time the IMF was 
brought to account for its actions. 
It is also time that those poor 
people who will bear the pain are 
given the same bearing as those 
on Wall Street 
KEVIN WATKINS 

Senior Policy Adviser 

Qxfom 

Oxford 

Sir If there is any meaning to 
Christmas at all, then your 
leader (24‘December) need not 
apologise for visiting Seoul and 
Ibtyo rather than Bethlehem. Id 
the globalized economy they 
are also part of the world “fam- 
ily” and we neglect their current 
difficulties at our, and their, 
peril. 

Korea and Japan have few 
natural resources. Both have 
made, the only move open to 
them -to -develop world-class 
economies, wind is to live off 
(heir.wits. They are the most 
highly educated nations in the 
world, which is why in the end 
they wifi pull through this crisis. 
The people themselves are tbe 
natnralresource. 

Asa densely populated island 
ourselves, we have much to 
leam from them, and they from 
us. Mate even than your edito- 
rial indica t e s Sadly, naive in- 
terpretations of the secrets of the 
Tiger economies have eonosiled 
the real lessons, which come not 
from' superficial dichfe (left- 
wing or right-wing) but from sus- 



Eurofighter wows the crowds at Famborough air show - but could Its lack of Stealth technology mean the end of the special relationship with the United States? 


Photograph: PA 


Perils of Eurofighter 

Sin The financial extravagance 
of Eurofighter matters less than 
its radar reflectivity and the 
d ilemma upon which this impales 
us. 

Stealth is more than the re- 
duction of radar echoing area: it 
is the virtual elimination of this, 
primarily by the application of (he 
theorems of James Clark 
Maxwell Ail warplane manu- 
facturers can apply it; not easa- 
fy, but they can. 

Eurofighter doesn't, so is 
only marginally less radar-de- 
tectable than a Tornado. It could 
be shot down by a Stealth fight- 
er without ever knowing one was 
nearby. Dare we trust America 


this fundamentally? And. what- 
ever the answer, other nations 
can build Stealth aircraft. 

To be viable. Eurofighter re- 
quires anti-Stealth radar. This is 
feasible but technically formida- 
ble. Few could develop it Out- 
side America, we lead those few. 
We can recover the effectiveness 
of this vital warplane; that is too 
expensive to replace. Only, in so 
doing, we would vitiate a key US 
military advantage, with a deeply 
unfriendly act that must terminate 
the special relationship. 

Eurofighter s radar-visibility 
forces us lo compromise cither 
our defence or our political pos- 
ture. 

NOEL FALCONER 
Stockport. Greater Manchester 


tained cultural and social dia- 
logue. 

At this time of deep trouble, 
the UK has an opportunity 10 
further rectify its relative neglect 
of this region compared with the 
USA P&radoxicaify. now is the 
time to increase the UK in- 
volvement. Friends in need are 
friends indeed. 

Professor DENIS NOBLE 
Oxford 

Santa's helpers 

Sin D J R Powell's letter (24 De- 
cember) about the existence of 
Santa Claus has that spacious 
quasi-scientific quality of argu- 
ment that one might expect 
from a person whose address is 
given as the “Atomic Weapons 
Establishment, Aldennaston". 

Santa Claus does not need 
to bring presents to all the 
good Christian children. The re- 
sponsibility is shared with the 
three Wise Men among others, 
depending on which Christian 
tradition the children belong lo. 
actual distribution is not 
crammed into 31 hours but is 


spread over a period between 
6 December and 6 January. 

In any case, as everyone ex- 
cept a nuclear scientist knows. 
Santa and his co-workers are ca- 
pable of manipulating lime. 

A former member of CND. 
1 am saddened 10 note that 
those active in the manufacture 
and propagation of nuclear 
weapons are still so detached 
from reality. 

JOHN COSGROVE 
Troon. Cornwall 

Sin Is Mr ftowell a very sad man 
with no magic in his life or is he. 
perhaps, jealous of Santa's tech- 
nology. which is dearly superi- 
or to anything dreamed up by 
those busy people at the Atom- 
ic Weapons Establishment at 
Aide mission? 

DAVID STANSF1ELD 
London E5 


Sir. Although the Eurofighter 
was first develojx'd during the 
Cold War, as mare natrons de- 
velop their miliilaiy capability 
such an aircraft iioday is as es- 
sential as ever, as highlighted in 
Bosnia and the If3ulf. 

The issue of j obs is very im- 
portant. However, it is not the 
case that the UlL has agreed to 
produce the Eure fighter aircraft 
solely to keep 14,i 100 jobs. Tech- 
nology used on l he Eurofighl- 
er can be transfe rred to future 
military’ and commercial avia- 
tion projciis, .such a> the Future 
Large Aircraft programme and 
the next-genera won Airbus. By 
earning forwaru.this technolo- 
gy the UK can [provide thou- 
sands nf high-qiAility jobs with 


Turkey’s redord 

Sir If Stephen Co4 (letter. 20 De- 
cember) spent lo*; lime reading 
the mcdy-mouiheji 1 utterances of 
President Clinton and Mr Blair 
and more time re.- iding history', 
he would know l lal the Euro- 
pean L J nion has, ’ ndecd. made 
a list of “requi emenis" lor 
Turkey’s adherence before it 
would be adni tied lo the 
civilised nations ol Europe. They 
were the promiw < that Turkey 
made, two years in order to 
be admitted (o the jI£Ui, Cush ims 
Llnion: Cyprus, d? moerney, hu- 
man rights. Kurils 

For the pas;t 2ui) years. 
Turkey has aehic eed the worst 
human rights r rcord in the 
world. Turkey hu^ massacred or 
otherwise misln .lied the Al- 
banians. the Ar itienians. the 
Bulgarians, the Cretans, the 
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a long-term future. 

If the UK had ordered the 
American F-22 these UK jobs 
would be lost, and with them the 
technology which could be 
passed on lo future generations 
This would signal the end to the 
UK’s military and commercial 
aircraft industry, and its position 
in the world market. Rather 
than investing id “flaipack" fac- 
tories from the Far East, facto- 
ries that can be closed down as 
se»on as there is a draught felt 
in (he market, surely it is bet- 
ter to invest in hi-tech industries 
which provide long-term jobs. 
Why squander this opportuni- 
ty to invest in research and de- 
velopment when we hear so 
many observers claiming that 


CyprioLs, the Greeks, the 
Kurds, the Macedonians, the 
Marnnitc Lebanese, the Mon- 
tenegrins. the Romanians, the 
Serbs, the Yemenis. (If 1 have 
omitted any group, I apologise.) 

And. during these same 200 
years. Turkey has always 
promised 10 behave. Whenever 
the Western countries hove crit- 
icised Turkey, Turkey has agreed 
to mend its ways. Then. Turkey 
has continued to misbehave. 
ANDREW KEVORKIAN 
London Wi 

Southern discomfort 

Sir: As a Northern git I cannot 
let the gay community hijack the 
term “Southern poofs” as used 
in the Virgin video-game advert 
(“Computer game firms ac- 
cused of inciting attacks on 
gays”. 24 December). 

As everyone oop North 
knows, the term refers to any- 
one from the soft South, re- 
gardless of their sexual 
inclinations; it is absolutely not 
homophobic and anyone who 
thinks so is being just a little too 


this is an area which the UK has 
traditionally neglected? 
UNDSAY HOYLE MP 
(Charley, Labi 
House of Commons 
London S1V1 

Sir: Tbe Secretary of State for 
Defence is to be congratulated 
on his budgeting. His saving on 
four-and-a-half years' upkeep 
costs on the Britannia has freed 
us to buy 232 new Eurofighter 
jets instead of a mere 231. This 
will make all the difference lo 
tbe defence of the nation's 
freedoms and traditions. Those 
traditions that are allowed to re- 
main. that is. 

HAMJSH ALLAN 
Edinburgh 


delicate (or assisting in the ad- 
vertising campaign). If the ad- 
vertising company did go wrong 
it was to use “Southern poofs" 
instead of the more widely used 
“poneey Southerners”, which 
shows that their grasp of regional 
English is as weak as their grasp 
on reality. Where The Indepen- 
dent went wrong was lo give 
space to such a non-story - but 
Lhen (like the advertising 
agency) The Independent c: prob- 
ably foil of poneey Southerners, 
a situation not offset by the pres- 
ence of iis strapping Jock editor. 
Ey up, 'avc 1 just stepped on 
someh'dy's sensibilities? 
DEREKMAGRATH 
Bailey, West Yorkshire 

Sir I can understand why some 
might be upset by the use of the 
expression “Southern poofs" in 
an advertising campaign. In 
the eyes of many of us, howev- 
er. that part of the term which 
refers insultingly to sexual ori- 
entation is not the more of- 
fensive of tbe two words. 

TOM VALENTINE 
Darfield, South Yorkshire 
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FINANCIAL IOURNA1 OF 1 1C .LAN 


A year of windfalls, downfalls, mergers, ar £ets 

rising rates and white-knuckle 



The year in question: (clockwise from 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY 

1) What is the grand total for the emer- 
gency international loans put together for 
the troubled South-east Asia region in 
19977 (a) S50bn; (b) SlOObm (c) $200bo? 

2) Which of the G7 leading industrial na- 
tions has the lowest unemployment rate - ’ 
Which has the lowest inflation rale? 

3) Who has to write a letter of apology 
to whom whenever he misses his target 
by more than 1 per cent? 

4) How many building societies convert- 
ed to banks this year and what were their 
names? 

5) How many limes have interest rates 
risen since Labour came to power? 

6) Who publicly apologised after dis- 
covering thousands of his company s 
customers had died awaiting compensa- 
tion for pension mis-selling? 

7) Who is nicknamed "Stalin’s Granny 
and frightens the life out of miscreant life 
insurers? 

8) What is the name of the mammoth Gty 
regulator launched this year and who is 
in charge of it? 


top left) Ann IversonVcarol Galley; Andrew Began; the president of Yamaichi; 


t- * 

Sir Peter Dsnris^ and Nicola Horiick 


Christmas Quiz 1997 

I 


441 Scottish Amicable was the target ofa three- 
way bid battle after its policyholders ditched 
proposals to demutualise from its own 
directors. Who won the bid battle? 


10) Which bookselling entrepreneur 
launched an audacious £lbn offer for his 
former employer? 


BIDS AND DEALS 

9) Which company failed to pull off the 
UK's biggest ever takeover after being out- 
bid three limes in the US? 


Ill Who is Carol Galley, the Queen of 
Goldrush City, working for now and 
why? 

12) Who was the former high school bas- 
ketball coach who defeated the UK's 
biggest ever takeover bid? 

13) Which two sets of banking initials were 
condensed into one? 

14) Which aerial merger did Europe and 
the US threaten to go to war over? 

15) Which famous drinks name disap- 
peared from the stock market after 111 
years? 

16) Name another famous corporate 
name which was consigned to the dust- 
bin after a fashionable demerger? 

17) In a vear when silly-sounding name 
changes became in vogue which compa- 
nies were re-badged as Elcmcntis. Am- 
va_ Arcadia and Diageo? 

1 S) Which two supermarket groups were 
considering a merger only to find their 
nuptials disrupted before they could even 
start down the aisle? 


troubled 


recovery plan elided in taucrv? 




30) .After 38 yc 
retired from LheJ 
up a top job in 


ARRIVALS 

19) Who swapped the high street for a top 
jobalBT? 

20) Which American woman w3s the surprise 

choice to run a very British conglomerate? 

21) Which finance director switched from 
pharmaceuticals to defence electronics? 

22) Which senior retailer risked accusations 
of nepotism when he appointed his 29-year- 
old son as a director of Next? 

23) Which other Lord promoted his young 
son to the board of his carpet empire? 

DEPARTURE* 

24) Which mother-of five flew to Frankfurt 
in a v ain attempt to save her hank job? 

25) Who got the order of the bool alter 
failing to revive the fortunes of an ailing 
retail chain? 

26) Which investment banker lost his top job 
after a Greek trader’s mispriced options cost 
the business £7 Sttl 

27) Which nuclear chief executive quit after Foods husines^ 
being refused the chairman's job? 


r L w a n d bt“ rec ™ p, " inlhecoun,ry 

find it? | alter Wemble - this year to have sal ted away Slim in a Swiss 

bank account as he carried out unauthorised 
copper trades? 


29) Which fourjtinw- married American 
woman oonceqed vklv.il -md Id t her 
£lro-a-year job a- duel executive of 
rd Laura! Ashley .»** her aj 


SCANDAL 


aggressive 


^ kimne t<T Toco, who 
ujvim.iri.ei giant in lake 
nd.cl ’ 


I 

31 ) Which comC\ii r •. i«. lev isi. <n executive, 
dubbed “the brqi^. < » >1 1 he In i\'\ left BSkyB 
due to his dclvjii<>i.iting health? 

32) Name the With Mricun who made a 


•I lii' pel l'« k *d company and 
gn *up headed towards 


dog's breaking 
resigned as tl 
break-up. 

I 

33 1 Who reliredj fv *r the >eeond lime as chair- 
man of a h« iiLsc-thuilding company? 

BUS) MESS IN SPORT 

34 ) Which prop .Tty tycoon won the battle for 
Nottingham Fu xst football dub? 

35 ) Name the E verton chairman whose Park 


2S) Which industry regulator announced 

he would hang up next year and search 


36) Which fo» 

mutated plans 


IVU 

had problems when its JD the FTSE100 Index? 


37) Name the 31-vear-old entrepreneur 
who together with his fellow bidders, was 
accused bv a high court judge of “the clear- 
est case of a gross, wilful and disgraceful 
breach of confidence" after his audacious 
£lbn break-up bid for the Co-op ended in 
failure. 

38 1 Which blue-bkyxled investment bank 
backed the Co-op bidder, was later forced to 
apologise for its behaviour and ended up being 
sold to a French rival? 

39) Who was filmed handing over confi- 
dential documents to whom in a Bea- 
consGeld hotel car park? 

40) Which book publisher discovered a 
£ 100 m error in its US accounts? 

41 ) The entire board of which Japanese 
securities bouse resigned in the wake of 
a racketeering scandal? 

42) Which US investment hank was 
fined £350.000 for trying to manipulate 
the FTSEIOO Index? 


i i.niuo i -uju IV.A 1 uuw 

Spuddles potato snack flopped disastrously? 


ball dub’s owners have for- 
te build the second-biggest 


43) Who paraded in antral Lend m with plac- 
ards describing National Grid as "National 

Greed" and why? 
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QUOTE, UNQUOTE 

46) Who arrived in a new job with the words 
‘Have a plan, execute it violently and do it 
today?" 

47) Who said, on getting die top job at a well- 
known hi gh -street retail chain: “I know they 
say Tm a decrepit old fart from inside the com- 
pany. But Tm qol” 

48) “Having stood alone for so many weeks 
taking all the flak. I am delighted that the 
true story surrounding the CWS is be- 
ginning to emerge.... The advice Galileo 
paid so many millions for ... was inept.” 
Who made this claim as his bid disinte- 
grated amid a flurry of writs'? 

49) “It clearly would be unrealistic to look for 
a continuation of stock market gains of any- 
thing like the magnitude of those recorded 
in the past couple of years." Wbo said this near- 
ly a year after warning the markets of “irra- 
tional exuberance - "? 

501 “This unexpected situation on our 
100th anniversary is heartbreaking .... As a 
representative of the company. I am deeply 
sorry." Who wept as he said this ? 
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Wishing you many happy returns for the new year 



NIC 

CICUTTI 


This being my last column before the new 
year, ii seems only apposite to write about 
two things. One is a quick look at events that 
affected readers' pockets in 1997. The sec- 
ond is to make a few suggestions as to how 
199S can be made marginally more pros- 
perous. 

fw savers, the year has been - Jet’s be hon- 
est - a good one. Not only did high street 
banks and building societies raise rates on 
their accounts io levels not seen for three years 
or so but, with the notable exception of the 
Ear East and so-called emerging markets, 
share prices also reached record highs. 

This was in sharp contrast to predictions 
by gloom -and-doom merchants, who sug- 
gested 1997 would be the year in which ‘‘cor- 
rections’' around the world would see a drop 
in share values of 10 per cent or more. 

Anyone investing in UK uraefcer funds 
would have seen gains of up to 30 per cent 
in 1997, compounding similar growth the 
previous year. In the US, the Dow Jones 


share index has recorded a similar uplift. 

All »he same, it makes sense to be a lad 
more careful in 1998. Now is the time to con- 
solidate, looking at sectors less likely to be 
affected by an expected slowdown in the UK 
economy. 

Indeed, the implications of events in 
Japan and ihcir potential to spill over in the 
West mean that the glair rasters' warnings 
may simply have been premature and no 
more. 

This means that - unless you are a very 
long-term investor, in for 10 years or more 
- now is definitely not the right time to in- 
vest in the Far East. It may actually be time 
to move out. 

As for UK and European equities, far 
safer - if not as exciting - havens for your 
cash as the past 12 months have been, in our . 
first few issues next year, our experts will be 
pin-pointing interesting investment areas to 
look at in 1998. 

A warning, however don’t even think 


about investing money until you have paid 
off existing credit card debts. Unless you are 
a financial guru, nothing will beat annual “re- 
turns'’ of 20 per cent or more gained by set- 
tling your plastic debt. 

Meanwhile, mortgage borrowers have 
faced a torrid time in the past 12 months, 
with a succession of rate rises which will be 
expressed for many in the annual mortgage 
reviews they face in the first few months of 
the year. Far someone with a typical £60,000 
loan, the increases seen in the past eight 
months have added about £70 a month in 
repayment costs. 

Nor is it likely that mortgage interest rates 
will come down swiftly in 1998. The answer 
must be to take advantage of some of the 
lower fixed and discounted rates now avail- 
able and look not just two but three or more 
years ahead. It is still possible to obtain a 
four-year fix at 6.5 per cent and discounts 
of between 2 and 2-5 per cent on the cur- 
rent 8.7 per cent variable rate are around. 


It wouldn’t be right to leave 1997 without 
a glance at two changes set in motion by New 
Labour. 

Labour's decision to remove the right to 
reclaim advance corporation taxon pensions 
means that anyone in a money-purchase 
occupational scheme or with a personal pen- 
sion will see a severe shortfall in the value 
of their retirement income. 

This invisible tax means that, according 
to some calculations, someone paying in £100 
a month into a pension for the past five years, 
with 20 years to go until retirement, will see 
a drop in the value of his or her retirement 
fund of up to 10 per cent. To maintain its 
value, gross contributions should increase 
by £17 a month. This is clearly one useful 
new year resolution io take up. 

Another is the ISA The bottom line is 
that, assuming the £50.000 ISA upper lim- 
it remains unchanged, it makes sense to PEP 
up to the limit between now and April 1999, 
when the new regime comes in - particu- 


larly for higher-rate taxpayers. Allowing Tes- 
sas to run alongside the ISA for the rest of 
their five-year lives means you should be 
tucking away any spare cash into a Tessa 
right now -or at some siage in the next 35 
months. 

Finally, a quick look at credit cards and 
instant access accounts. Competition is 
fierce and there are cards out there with rates 
as low as 10.9 per cent. Some of the better 
ones are from the Co-operative Bank, 
Save& Prosper/Fleraing and Royal Bank of 
Scotland. 

Lastly: if you have money parked in a low- 
interest bank account, my advice is to go 
shopping for a better deal - to Tesco, Salis- 
bury's or some of the direct account 
providers such as Standard Life Bank who 
now offer direct access account rates of 7 per 
cent gross or more. 

That’s it for now. To all our readers, a 
happy and prosperous new year. We hope 
to help you make it so. 


£50m says this is the 
manager to watch 


While history shows it is un- 
commonly difficult as a pro- 
fessional investor io beat the 
market averages over time, it 
can be done. Every once in a 
while it is good to see a new and 
exciting talent arrive on the in- 
vestment management scene 
who threatens to do what scores 
of other professionals have 
failed to do before - and show 
a clean pair of heels to his ri- 
vals through consistently supe- 
rior slockpieking. This week 
investors have bet £50m that 
they have found just such a new 
and rare talent. 

The story behind the rise to 
prominence of Jayesh Manek, 
the man in question, would be 
bard to beat if it were served up 
as pulp fiction. He and his fam- 
ily arrived in England as refugees 
from Uganda in 1971. They 
Started a small chain of phar- 
macies io west London and 
through hard work built it up into 
a prosperous business, which 
they still own. Ishis spare time 
Mr Manek started playing the 
stock market, beginning with a 
handful of privatisation issues be- 
fore moving on to try his hand - 
in other sectors of the markeL 

It was not long before he was 
booked Calm, thorough and 
thoughtful, he approached the 
subject as one suspects he does 
everything in life, reading all the 
books he could lay his bands on 
and gradually formulating a 
method for picking small growth 
stocks. His private portfolios did 
well - and then in 1994 be de- 
rided to enter a Fantasy Fund 
Manager competition run by a 
national Sunday newspaper. 

As is his way, Manek took the 
game seriously, made a series of 
multiple entries, and won the 
competition by a mile, turning 
his notional starting stake of 
£10m into £5 00m within six 
months. The following year he 
repeated his victory when the 
competition was run a second 
time. In ail he ended up winning 
nearly a quarter of a million 
pounds in prize money. 

Of course that was only a 
game and one which required 


taking an unnaturally large 
degree of risk to win, given the 
short time span. But then in 
1995 Mr Manek was offered the 
chance by the legendary in- 
vestor Sir John Templeton to 
look after some real money - 
£5m of his private funds. Ear- 
lier this year. Sir John gave him 
another £5m ro look after. And 
so Mr Manek. as delightful 
and charming a fellow as you 
could wish to meet, found him- 
self a professional fond man- 
ager. running both his own 
and Sir John’s portfolios from 


public monitoring is no picnic 
either. 'You can be sure that 
plenty of bis competitors will be 
gleefully watching for any sign 
of his seeming to slip up. Add 
to that the fact that he is start- 
ing his fond in the mature 
phase of a long bull market, and 
the odds against success might 
seem rather high. 

But Manek is unflustered; 
he is in the game for medium 
to long-term returns and argues 
convincingly that his style of 
siockpicking will continue to 
outperform the market even 
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the offices above the family 
pharmacy. Dallas Chemists in 
Ruidip High StreeL . . / . . 

Now he has gone the logi- 
cal final step and started the 
Manek Growth Fund, a unit 
trust which follows the 
stockpicking methods he has 
honed over the years. When ap- 
plications closed last week, be 
had attracted £50m of new 
money to add to the £ 14.5m of 
Templeton money which wfl] be 
rolled into the new hind and in- 
vested alongside it. 

It is a remarkable sum to 
raise for someone who has 
never worked in the City and 
whose training was a phar- 
macy, not finance. For the time 
being. Manek will continue to 
plot his investment strategy 
from above the shop in Ruistip 
High Street 

How well will be do? Well, 
having spent some hours with 
Mr Manek above the pharma- 
cy this week, I certainly would 
not bet against his building a 
formidable track record over 
time. Of course, running a unit 
trust with £65m in it is, after all. 
not as easy as running a couple 
of private portfolios - and do- 
ing so in the spotlight of daily 


when the current bull run 
comes to an end. For the 
. record, he says that both the 
New York and London markets 
(and especially the former) are 
well above their long-run his- 
torical trend line: he calcu- 
lates that the Footsie index 
needs to fall back to around the 
430 - 4.300 level to get back 
on trend, and Wall Street could 
go all the way from 8,000 to 
5,000 on the same basis. 

But. like all the great 
stockpickers. Manek is not over- 
ly worried by the slate of the 
market as a whole. He thinks 
most private investors spend far 
too much time fretting over the 
level of the markeL What rnai- 
teis more is how well the few 
companies which you have 
picked are doing. 

If the companies continue to 
deliver what they have 
promised, and the original de- 
rision to buy was right, over 
rime the shares will continue to 
outperform the market. 

Picking a good business, he 
insists, is the key ro finding long- 
term winners - and the simpler 
the business, the more focused 
the management, the better 
be likes iL 


Looking through the port- 
folio that Manek has been run- 
ning for Sir John Templeton is 
interesting. It is highly con- 
centrated. with the 10 largest 
holdings accounting for 90 per 
cent of the fund's value. The 
companies Manek favours are 
all relatively small growth com- 
panies, either turnaround situ- 
ations (Anitc, formerly Cray 
Electronics, is one) or pure 
growth stocks (such as JJB 
Sports, and the computer com- 
pany Parity). 

Intriguingly, the list con- 
tains several of the stocks that 
Jim Slater has also been finding 
with his price -earnings/growth 
rate methods, although the two 
men's investment styles are 
different in other respects. 

Like Slater, Manek is keen 
on retail and leisure stocks 
and also service companies in 
the computer field. One of his 
general themes is that there is 
plenty of mileage left in buying 
companies which are now ben- 
efiting from the application of 
technology. 

Banks are a good example. 
Boots the Chemist another- the 
latter, of course, from the busi- 
ness Manek himself knows best 
. He says the recent introduction 
of a distinct IT sector in the 
Stock Exchange classification 
system can only highlight the at- 
traction of shares of this type. 

Of course, now that he has 
so much more money to play 
with, Manek knows that he is 
going to have to move up into 
the ranks of mid-sized and 
Footsie slocks to fill out his 
portfolio. A though his fund will 
remain weighted in favour of 
smaller growth stocks, he is con- 
fident (bat be can find shares 
which can deliver strong per- 
formances in the upper reach- 
es of the market as well. 

Manek hopes to have com- 
pleted the investment of his pool 
of money in fairly short order. He 
is a genuinely impressive indi- 
vidual and refreshingly open 
about his methods and ambitions. 
Definitely one to watch over the 
coming months and years. 
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UNDERSTANDING 
THE STOCK MARKET 

JOHN ANDREW 


How to work out whether 
a firm’s figures add up 


Shortly before Christmas, we looked 
at the p/e, which is the price-earnings 
ratio, one of the traditional tools 
used to - assess a share's worth. The 
ratio is a simple concept and is 
calculated by dividing the company's 
share price by its earnings per share. 

It is sometimes referred to as the 
“confidence ratio". As a general rule, 
the higher the p/e, the higher the 
market’s regard for a company. Of 
course, only time will tell whether the 
market’s judgement is correct. 
Certainly, investors should not use it 
in isolation when making their 
investment decisions. 

For example, two companies may 
have identical p/es, based on present 
earnings, but one has far better 
prospects for growth and 
consequently an increase in share 
price. 

The problem with the p/e is that is 
a measure which is essentially one- 
dimensional. It is the relationship 
between the p/e and the expected 
growth of a company’s shares which 
is a more meaningful measure. 

A relatively new investment 
yardstick is the price earnings to the 
growth factor, which is known as the 
PEG. It relates the expensiveness of 
a share - that is the p/e - to the value 
to be received in the share price - 
that is the earnings per share growth 
rate. Let us take a look at how the 
PEG works in practice. 

Suppose a company’s p/e is the 
market average of around 15. If its 
earnings grow by 10 per cent a year, 
its PEG will be 1.5. If its earnings 
grow by 15 per cent, its PEG will be 
1, while an earnings growth of 20 
per cent will result in a PEG of 
0 . 66 . 

The general rule is, that providing 
the other fundamentals are 
satisfactory, the lower the PEG. the 
betrer the prospects for growth. 
Therefore, investors seeking growth 
shocks should ideally be looking for 
companies for a PEG of 1 or less. 

Perhaps one of the most 
important investment yardsticks is 
the return on capital employed. This 
is simply a company’s profit before 
interest and tax, divided by its net 
capital employed (also referred to as 
shareholder's funds) and then 
expressed as a percentage. 

Therefore, a company with a 
profit before interest and tax of £lm 
with a capital employed in the 
business of £5m. has a return on 
capital employed of 20 per cent. The 
fairest approach is to use the average 
of the capital at the beginning and 
end of a financial year. 


The return on capital employed 
may be used to compare the 
efficiency of similar companies as 
well as those in most different lines 
of business. 

Naturally, the trend of this ratio is 
important, but its level at a particular 
moment in time is significant. If a 
company is not making a return on 
capital which is sufficient to 
comfortably cover the cost of its 
borrowing, then clearly it is beading 
for trouble. 

The long-term financial health of 
a company normally requires returns 
on capital to be well into double 
figures. Indeed, returns of 20 per 
cent or more are not uncommon 
amongst the market's most efficient 
companies. 

Care should be used when looking 
at this yardstick for companies with 
significant assets in property which 
are revalued on a regular basis. 
Upward valuations have the effect of 
reducing the return on capital 
employed. Therefore, any 
conclusions from trends in the ratio 
should be viewed in the context of 
the revaluations. 

An increasingly important 
yardstick for assessing the real worth 
of an investment is “cash flow". This 
is because when it comes to the daily 
operation of a company, cash flowing 
through. a business can be more 
important than the conventional 
accounting measures of profitability. 
Cash flow is the most important 
measure of value created by a 
business. 

The annual reports of all 
companies include a cash flow- 
statement. Although the statement 
splits the cash flow into different 
categories, in essence it is designed 
to shew bow the profits are spent and 
where the money goes. 

This is important as it is a check 
that the earnings of as company are 
backed up by hard cash. The "free" 
cash flow, which means after 
dividends and capital expenditure 
have been taken into account funds 
the company’s future expansion. 

When you look at a cash flow 
statement, there is a great deal of 
information to absorb. However, of 
all the data, the most critical is to 
ensure that the net cash inflow from 
operating activities is not materially 
different from the profit produced by 
trading operations. 

When the cash flow from 
operating activities is less than the 
operating profit, creative accounting 
may have been employed. You 
should be cautious. 
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A £400 overpayment on a 25-year Nationwide mortgage could save £1 ,449 in total 


A good home for spare cash 


If you have a few 
hundred pounds to 
spare, now is the time of 
year to consider cutting 
the size of your 
mortgage loan. But, as 
Paul Slade reports, you 
must act quickly in order 
not to fall foul of the 
lenders" rules. 


With many mortgage lenders 
charging interest of up to 8.7 
per cent, while all but a few 
savings accounts pay little more 
Chan 6 per cent, cutting your 
debt can make more sense 
than topping up your savings. 

In fact, the advantages of 
paying off your loan can be even 
greater. If you are a basic-rale 
taxpayer, the effect of repaying 
a mortgage is to enhance the 
value of the capital you have 
paid off by 23 per cent, giving 
a gross return of 10.7 per cent, 
assuming a mortgage rate of 8.7 
per cent. For higher-rate tax- 


payers. the uplift is equivalent 
to a gross return of about 12-18 
per cent on the same mortgage. 

One way of repaying the 
loan is to use any spare cash to 
reduce the outstanding capital 
sum on your mortgage, by pay- 
ing in a lump sum over and 
above your regular monthly 
repayments. The rate of inter- 
est you pay remains unchanged 
buL because that rate is being 
calculated on a smaller debt, 
your monthly repayments will 
falL Alternatively, you can leave 
your monthly repayments un- 
changed and c(««e >«mr mort- 
gage early instead. 

Philip Carl w right, of Load >n 
& Country, an independent 
firm of mortgage advisers, .says 
even overpay mails ■ il just a few 
hundred pounds can he worth- 
while. "Il ail makes a difference." 
he says. You're being charged 
something like s per com nn 
your on *rig:igc. and where are 
you gning i»* gel lhal M>rt nl re- 
turn on an investment account.*'' 

Nationwide says a single 
overpayment "f tilth made 


now on a £70.000. 25-year 
repayment mortgage, opened 
five years ago at its current stan- 
dard variable rate of 8.1 per 
cent, would produce a total sav- 
ing of £1,449. Making a £400 
overpayment every year from 
1997 onwards on ilie same loan 
would produce a saving of 
£9,617 over the lull term. 

Many lenders will take over- 
payments of less than £1,000 
into account only once a year, 
often at the end of December. 
Even then you will need to be 
very clear that you intend this 
as a capital repayment, and ex- 
pect your future payments to be 
recalculated accordingly. 

.A spokesman at Nation- 
wide soys: "If you want to make 
a small overpayment, this is a 
good time to do it. During the 
year, we would say the best 
thing lo do is slick any spare 
money into your savings ac- 
count lo earn interest on it and 
then pay it into the mortgage 
os a lump sum towards the end 
oft he year.” 

Keen investors w ho are not 



STALK 


risk-averse may be better off 
devoting any spare cash to 
boosting their PEPs - returns 
on which could outstrip the 
mongage rate - or topping up 
their pensions. But at London 
& Country, Mr Cartwright 
believes this win apply to only 
a minority of borrowers. 

He says: "If you’re some- 
body who would Just witter 
that money away, probably one 
of the wisest things you could 
do is pay off part of the mort- 
gage at the end of the year. 
From a discipline point of view, 
it’s very sensible." 

Overpayments need care, 
however, as each lender has its 
own rules. Most will accept 
overpayments of £1.000 or 
more at any time in the year, ad- 
justingvour interest calculation 
at the beginning of the follow- 
ing month or -if sooner - next 
time there is a rate change. 
Check your own lender’s policy 
on overpayments before taking 
any action. 

Even if you are making an 
overpayment of more than 
£1.000. it is important to tell 
your lender in writing that you 
want this treated as a capital 
repayment. Get their confir- 
mation in writing too. Mr 
Cartwright says: "If you just 
went in and paid £1 ,000 over the 
counter to your mongage 
account, they would treat it as 
subscriptions in advance, which 
is a crafty way of not crediting 
that interest to you. A lot of 
people fall foul of that over 



quite large amounts." 

Among the top five lenders, 
both Abbey National and 
Nationwide credit small over- 
payments on 31 December 
year, and larger ones from 
the first of the months follow- 
ing deposit. Halifax credits 
overpayments of less than £500 
each 31 January. Woolwich 
credits overpayments of less 
than £500 each 30 September, 
but larger ones the day after de- 
posit. Cheltenham & Glouces- 
ter will credit all overpayments 
on the first of tine following 
month, but mokes a £25 charge 
for doing so when the sum is 
less than £1,000. 

Another thing to remember 
with almost all mortgages is 
that, once your money is paid 
in, it cannot be taken out again. 
A handful of new-style flexible 
loans from Virgin, Legal & 
General and The Mortgage 
Trust, which combine the fea- 
tures of a mortgage and a bank 
account, will let you withdraw 
any extra money you have built 
up in the account. But, so far, 
these products have generally 
charged higher interest than 
conventional loans, and lade the 
fixed -rate or discount offers 
available in the high street. 

Remember also that, if you 
have a fixed-rate or discount- 
rate mortgage, there may be 
penalties for early repayment 
which remain in force long 
after the offer period has ex- 
pired. These will wipe out any 
benefits of overpayment. 


Direct Line Ratbs 


SAVINGS 


Lh» Instant Access Account 




PEPS WITHOUT THE GOBBLEDEGOOK. 


Direc t Line Standard Variable Morten R»t. 
VARIABLE RATE fg ggg gg^ggjg jggg gg? ■ ■ . Eg 
7.94V. ~~ 
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There's the security of investing with 
the world's largest fund manager. (With over 
£390 billion under management there’s no 
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Then there's the rewards of our 
“bottom up" siockpicking approach to 
enjoy. You see, we research markets and 
companies more thoroughly titan any of 
our competitors. Our analysts make more 


Direct Line Personal Loans 

AMOUNT O F LOAN l 


than 46,'JOO company contacts every year 
all around the world. '.Even Santa would 
be impressed hy that number of calls!) 

It's a philosophy that has seen us win 
numerous awards, and bring rewards for 


£10,000 
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0181 667 1121 


our investors. 


0J8J 649 9099 


Call us now or speak to your I Fa about 
uur range of plain-speaking, hard working, 
low cost PEPs. 

Have j merry Christmas. And, of course, 
a very prosperous New Year. 



0181 680 9966 
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The return of the handsome conservative 


Don't buy a BMW 3-series, an 
Astra or an Escort, unless you get 
a thumping big discount. Along 
with many other ageing machines, 
they are to be replaced by cars 
bound to be significantly better. 
As Gavin Green writes, other new 
cars due in 1998 include a Land 
Rover Discovery-busting 4x4 
Mercedes-Benz, a Renault Clio 
and a stunningly revamped 
Volkswagen Beetle. 


The first wave of new cars hits UK shores 
in the spring. Thai is when the new Volk- 
swagen Golf and the Alfa L56 Car of the 
Year go- on sale here, many months after 
hitting mainland Europe {where they are 
already on sale). The Golf is one of three 
crucial new mid-sized hatchbacks to go on 
sale in Britain in 1998. The others are the 
Astra, and the radically styled new Ford Es- 
cort. 

The' Astra, like Lhe Golf, is a handsome 
yet conservative machine that will aol of- 
fend Mr and Mrs Middle England, and 
should appeal to the fleet car chiefs who 
buy so many cars in the sector. Compared 
with the old. Astra, which rode with the fi- 
nesse of a billy-cart, ibe new one should 
have much more composed suspension. 
High safety levels will be a key feature. 

The new Escort makes its debut in the 
autumn; sales are likely to start in October. 



In keeping wjib recent new Fords (the Ka 
and the Puma), the new Escort will have 
stand alone looks. “Spy” photos suggest a 
very high tad, high tail lamps, a tali round- 
ed roof, and a Puma -esq uc nose. Top-lev- 
el ride and handling are said to be priorities 
as Ford, once known for sensible-shoes mo- 
toring, tries flair. 

BMWs have never been short of driving 
flair, although the styling is often unimag- 
inative. The new 3-series, successor to the 
Yuppies' favourite. looks like a slightly up- 
scaled version of the current 5-series. This 


“different cut of the same sausage" styling 
Lheme certainly helps give BMW a family 
resemblance, but it can get tedious. 

The current 3-serics really began the 
modem BMW styling theme. There were 
hopes that the new one would begin an- 
other. But photos of the new car make dear 
that it is from the same old mould . Never 
mind: the new car. as with most BMWs. is 
bound to drive brilliantly. It is launched at 
the Geneva Show in March. UK sales start 
in September, with 31 Si and 328i 
derivatives. A 323i follows soon after. 


Coupe and compact hatchback versions 
come in a year or so. 

BMW also has a big hand in the most 
important British newcomer of 1 99S - the 
new-genc ration Rolls-Royce. The Ger- 
man company has supplied engines and oth- 
er main mechanicals and, early next year, 
is iikefy to be confirmed as new owner of 
the Flying Lady, adding it to its growing 
British motoring portfolio, which now in- 
cludes Rover and Land Rover. 

The new Rolls gels BMW V32 power. 
It will be quieter, faster, more frugal and 
much lighter on its feet than the old Sil- 
ver Dawn/Silver Spur, and probably even 
prider. Sales start in late 1998. Order one, 
and you should not expect much change 
from £125,000. Also in late 1998, the 
Bentley versions come along. They will be 
powered by turbocharged BMW V8 mo- 
tors. Unlike current Bentleys, the new mod- 
els will look noticeably different from 
their Rolls cousins. 

From the sublime to the 'sub-mini: 1998 
will see a string of interesting new tots. Dae- 
woo, fast making a reputation for selling 
unimaginative cars in an imaginative way, 
launches its most interesting model -a Fiat 
Cinquecento rival - in mid-1998. Fiat hits 
back with its Seicemo (600). which replaces 
the Cinquecento. It is marginally bigger, 
roomier, apparently nicer to drive, and more 
solid. UK sales begin in June. Volkswagen 
also ventures into sub-Polo territory in 1998. 
when if launches its Lupo baby car. It is 
based on the existing Seat Arosa but. giv- 
en that VW owns Seat, moral copyright for 




the concept belongs to Volkswagen. The 
Lupo looks more interesting than the 
rather dull little Scat, but should drive in 
a similar (and very satisfactory) way. Low 
running costs should be one of its strengths. 
The Lupo is due here in September. 

A month later, a much more famous 
VW image reappears in Britain: the Bee- 
tle. Aimed primarily at the US market, 
where VW has been having a torrid rime, 
the new Beetle looks like a 1990s iteration 
of the real thing. It has Herbie-like semi- 


circular style, and a host of retro details. 
Underneath, though, lurks the (firont-en- 
gined) mechanicals of a VW Golf. For 
everyday motoring, the (cheaper) Golf is 
probably a better bet. 

Renault launches a new version of its 
Ob at March’s Geneva Show. UK sales be- 
gin in September. The new Clio looks much 
cnrvier than the old model. Particular at- 
tention has been paid to the interior, 
where fabrics and trim are to a higher stan- 
dard. There will be more cabin space, too. 

The Mercedes A-class, fresh from an as- 
sembly line rest to cure its propensity to 
tip over, goes on sale in Britain in June. 
Robert Collin, the Swedish journalist who 
flipped one, has apparently driven a fettled 
A-class and managed to keep ii on all fours. 
Changes include a new electronic handling 
and traction package, new tyres, and re- 
duced ground clearance. Production 
recommences in February. 

Less controversial, and more of an in- 
stant sales hit abroad, is the new Mercedes 
M -class 4x4. Built in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
where labour rates are low and skill levels 
apparently high, the M -class is Mercedes' 
first stab at the Land Rover Discovery/Mit- 
subishi Shogun lifestyle’ 4x4 market. Un- 
like the A-dass, the M-dass scores bullseye. 
It not only drives well on road, but is use- 
ful in the mud, well made, and looks good 
(in a chunky, butch off-roady kind of 
way). UK sales start in the autumn, and both 
4.3-litre V8 and 3.2-litre V6 models will be 
on offer. It will not be cheap, though- Prices 
start at about £35,000. 
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In for a long 
stretch with 
the grand 
daddy of 
them all 








'There is room 
to open both 
seats out to 
make a bed or 
two. And you 
can store all five 
seats along one 
side, so you can 
take a long load 
and have space 
for people on 
the way back' 
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Renault will not let you 
take delivery of a Grand 
Espace until February, 
even though you could 
order one now. That is 
because production has 
only just begun. But as 
John Sinister writes, it is a 
shame, seasonally 
speaking, that this 
extended Espace was not 
launched a couple of 
months earlier. 


FbpuJar people-carriers to date. 
such as the Ford Galaxy, the 
Toyota Previa and the normal 
Espace, contain one crucial 
flaw. Fill them with sufficient 
people to occupy all seven seats, 
and you have hardly any space 
left for their luggage. A narrow, 
vertical volume is left behind the 
rearmost seats, but that is not 
much use if everyone is bearing 


gifts or bringing home booty. 
Worse, when you open the tail- 
gate, you will be assaulted by a 
collapsing pile of brightly 
wrapped packages. 

So, let me explain why the 
Renault Grand Espace can pre- 
vent the blessedness of giving 
and of receiving from turning 
into a curse. It is vety simple. 
The Grand Espace is longer, by 
10. bin. 6.7m of which is between 
the front and rear wheels and 
the Test behind the rear wheels. 
It does not sound much, but it 
almost doubles the available 
space behind the third row of 
seats. 

Alternatively, if you specify 
the grander of the Grand’s two 
trim levels (RXE rather than 
cheaper RT-X), you will find, as 
in the top-trim standardize Es- 
pace, that the five rear seats are 
mounted in channels which let 
them slide to the best position 
for the task in band. In the 
Grand, those channels extend 
further back, so you can slide 


Renault Grand Espace 2.2dT 

Price: £24.240 (RT-X). £26.340 (RXE). 
Engine: 2,188cc, four cylinders, 12 valves, 
turbodiesel, 115bhp at 4,5Q0rpra. Five- 
speed gearbox, front-wheel drive. Per- 
formance: top speed lllmph, 0-60 in 
14.2sec. Fuel consumption; 31-36mpg. 


Rivals: 

Chrysler Grand Voyager: £24,995. Aus- 
trian-built. American-designed with big V6 
engine and ample space. Lacks quality feel, 
and seating (ess versatile than Espace 's. 
Mercedes-Benz V230 Amhieme: £25.240. 
Based on Spanish-built Vito van, and feels 


It Cavernous but crude, with very heavy 
scats. Not Merc-like at all. 

Toyota Previa GL: £24,086. Biggest of 
the mainstream MPVs, old design but still 
deservedly popular. Capable of seating 
eight: no passenger exit from right-hand 
side. 


the seals correspondingly fur- 
ther back and gain extra leg 
room. Even then, the remain- 
ing boot space is still greater 
than you would have in a stan- 
dard-size Espace. 

The extra channel length 
opens up other possibilities. 
There is now room to open both 
rows of rear seats out flat to 
make a bed or two, though that 
will only work if you remove the 
middle seat of the middle row 
and reposition the outer seats 
further inwards to align with the 
two rearmost seats. And you can 
also St all Sve seats along one 
side, provided they are opened 


out and then stored vertically, 
so there is room for a long load 
on the outward journey and 
space for people on your return. 

Continuing the permuta- 
tions. the seats can be reversed 
so passengers can face each oth- 
er for picnics and other such so- 
cial interaction, but you cannot 
travel with the scats thus dis- 
posed because the belts will be 
in the wrong position. Would it 
not have been possible to build 
the belt into the seat itself? It 
would, said the man from Re- 
nault. but the required rein- 
forcement would make the seat 
much heavier and more awk- 


MY WORST CAR;: FORD CAPRI/ ALEXANDRA BASTEDO 


Down to 
earth 


bump 


I have got a lot to be thankful 
for when it. comes to Fords. 
They-bailed me out when I was 
on tour by lending me a Corti- 
na estate. It meant that four 
adults, a child and a dog could 
get around in-relative comfort- 

Then there was my first car, 

a terrible Popular which was 
held together with string, I 
think It struggled to 30mph and 
looked dreadful, but for a cheap 
first car that was all I could ex- 
pect. I preferred that Popular 
to the really awful Capri I ran 
in the Seventies. 

Part of the problem was 
that the^ Capri came after my 
favourite car, which was a 



Triumph Spitfire. That was re- 
ally fantastic, tight, quick and a 
very pretty sports car. I imag- 
ined that the Capri would be just 
as spony asihe Triumph, but a 
tittle bigger. 

It was certainly was bigger, 
but that was not tbe problem. 
The first thing I did to it when 
1 drove tbe Capri home to my 
flat in Mayfair was scrape one 
side of the car down a wall. It 
took most of the paint off. And 
it felt slow and cumbersome af- 
ter the Spitfire. 

The steering was dreadfully 
heavy which made it a night- 
mare to park. There was a 
huge blind spots at the back be- 


cause of the huge roof pillars, 
and what seemed like a tiny rear 
mirror. 1 had a whole series of 
mini-prangs. 1 remember my 
brother borrowing the Capri not 
long after I had had the side 
panels remodelled and getting 
hit from behind. 

Maybe it was a magnet for 
minor accidents. What made it 
even worse apart from the re- 
luctant steering wheel were 
very stiff gears. It just added to 
the trauma of parking. And with 
a boyfriend and Doberman on 
board it fell a claustrophobic. I 

don’t think I hove ever hated a 
carso much. Thai Capri had io 
GO. 


The biceps 
builder: the 
Ford Capri, 
loathed by 
Alexandra 
Bastedo, 
above 


All 1 had to show for it af- 
ter a year were a lot of repair 
bills and huge biceps. These 
days 1 squeeze three Dober- 
mans and a husband into a Hon- 
da Civic, but if anyone would 
like to lend me something big- 
ger. I'd love to hear from them. 
Provided of course that it isn’t 
a Capri. 

Alexandra Bastedo starred in 
the Sixties hit leievisit >n scries 77 if 
Champions She has ap/nan-J 
in 'Absolutely bibulous'. Her 
hmL 'Canine Care Sc Cnhine - 
7 he Healthy / >• «; B> ■» i s pub- 
lished by Robson Rooks. She i»ws 
talking to James Happen. 


ward to move. That is fair 
enough; most people-carriers' 
seats are hernia-inducing 
enough already. 

That also means that the 
middle-row, centre seat has a 
lap belt only. But there is an in- 
genious panacea to this problem 
- the belts for the rearmost seats 
are long enough to reach that 
centre seat and anchor its oc- 
cupant correctly. If you are 


carrying six instead of seven, and 
you want all of them three- 
point-belled. you still have a 
choice of where to put them: 
two by two by two, or two by 
three by one which frees up a 
lot of extra cargo space because 
you can remove the redundant 
third-row seat. 

'Hie Grand's extended tail is 
also squarer, which gives extra 
rear headroom. And tbe ex- 


tension does not do any no- 
ticeable damage to the Es- 
pace’s road manners, although 
it would have done if all the ex- 
tra bulk bad simply been lacked 
on behind the rear wheels. Al- 
tering the wheelbase is a much 
more expensive solution, of 
course, because it has involved 
extensive redesigning of both 
body panels and underetructure. 
but it was necessary to keep the 
Espace stable with big loads. 

You are not particularly 
aware of the Grand's greater 
grandeur when you’re driving it, 
apart from tbe fact that the rear 
window is noticeably further 
away. Performance remains ad- 
equate from the 2.2-litre tur- 
bodiesel engine with which it 
will be available initially (a no- 
tably quiet unit for a diesel), and 


will no doubt be quite spirited 
with the 2,9-litre, 24-valve, 
petrol V6 that becomes avail- 
able in the autumn. 

Otherwise it’s regular third- 
generation Espace: long-life 
credentials from its plastic body 
and galvanised sub-structure, a 
space-age cabin with digital 
displays and cavernous stor- 
age boxes, and a.quality of fit 
and finish wholly unrecognis- 
able to anyone who has lived 
through the propensity for- 
spontaneous functional disin- 
tegration that has plagued its 
forward-looking but flawed an- 
cestors. 

At last A full-size multi-pur- 
pose vehicle truly worthy of tbe 
description, for just £1,100 more 
than the regular article. A hap- 
py new era to you all. 


MOTORING 


Citroen 


ItxkTwufcni Htavki* Will Kntrv. A 
rnulin But VTiL-rr TTm Set One 

XA1Y1TA VSX 2.01 16V 

SupluNrv Black. 
ONLY 25 miles 1 
P Hep. Air OjinJitioning. 
Tvim Yi'JK VCbmnty. 

Sl\ MrinlK- Tax, 

£13,495 

01-M2 871254 <Mun Putfui 


XM 2.5 VSXTD ESTATE 

Metallic Blue. 
-12,0)0 miles. 

•iVT Reg. Full History! 
Twn Years Warranty 
Six Months Tax 

£>11,995 with JBJ.OOO 

Minimum Part Exchange 

01442 871234 ■>!» [*aihi 


Registration Numbers 


ABA 817 1.850 

359 ADD IJM 

70 ALE £500 

837 BAR L800 

20BEA Z3W 

879 BH LEW 

BH 7182 600 

63 BOB 4JO0 

BW 7370 2J00 

6MCTU 600 

C 8609 ZD00 

458 CAC L40Q 

60 CLM zaoa 

CIA 9778 1.600 

365 00. 1600 

529 BUD 2JJQ0 

(DMcOONALDI 
5347 CW Z0Q0 

ESB 74 1.600 

BsfCA taoa 


R5FCA 1.000 

J4FCA WOO 

iCHNMAMCfil | 
FEC 871 I AX) 

771630 1400. 

FM 8806 1800 

GIL 59 1500 

600GJH 3JCO I 
GOW 257 WOO 

940GWD 1 7»0 

H4RLD 1.000 

(HARtXIJl 
HD 9456 WOO 

WL 23 Z3» 

HD 9051 BOO 

J4RAT 500 

UAHRATTl 
JKB90X 400 

JBQ I £00 

[NOT JB Ul 
A 34 zsm 


JIWB LG00 

JJ 6706 1400 

KDL353 am 

K0 5484 800 

LA? 40 IJ500 

UK 288 LOGO 

LN 6705 1800 

LNJBS 800 

QUA 6.000 

3626 MF 1.760 

IMMV99 1800 

MB MSA 603 

MUN 802 L200 

919 MX 800 

94 UX 1,750 

(MARK CROSS) 
NN 4460 1300 

MB 30 WOO 

»PJF 3800 

PtJ 7874 L600 

5353 PP WOO 


7FW KMXM 

RAP40X 600 

RBR338 1.745 

I RIB 750 1.000 

884 RH 10 QD 

RR 3798 2800 

SAD (86 1800 

3333 SM 4800 

6686 SM 5800 

749 BMP WOO 

IS Me DONALD) 
BTES 2800 

(FERRAHI 
TV 321 2800 

UF4 3800 

G1USA 2800 

VER 658 L2S0 

(VERMOMVEFAJ 
WA3E0 WOO 

ma 2 1000 




Renault 

i . .. ■ -»■— 

A REG RENAULT UGTL 

Low mileage and 10 months MOT. 
Only 1 previous owner. 

Good condition. 

£300 o.n.o. 

Teh 

0181 699 6445 eves- 


Don't you 
lEstS Brink itls 

I^oza 

s-esi * m,e y« 

^ 7^-7 tried the 

Ss personals? 

Mi Introducing The Independent 

^ [ Voice Personals®- an exciting 

1 ! . ' I new telephone dating service 

(l V yt k» r our rea< ^ ers ' designed to 

| \*\ ■'*<>>’ make your search for 

-4 ) someone special easier and 

ftijtyf more successful than everl 

To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

For FREE five assistance from a Voice Personals® representative cdl Monday- Friday 9am-flpm. 

* 

%# • the independent 

Voice personals 

Voice Personals' Cppeors in Hie Independent each Saturday in the Time Off section and 
in The Independent an Sunday in lhe Red tile section. 
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In the spring of this year house 
prices rocketed in London and 
the South-east. Properties sold 
in a matter of days and, in at 
least one case, hours. Silly 
money was offered by either the 
cash-rich or the panic-stricken. 
But not everyone spent a fortune 
to acquire a dream residence, 
writes Penny Jackson, in her review 
of the most interesting homes to 
be sold in 1997. 

A lot of money certainly makes for a mem- 
orable sale, bui is that the only factor? Far 
from il if this selection of properties is any- 
thing to go by. So the roost expensive 
house of the year appears, but also a mo- 
bile home and a “hovel”. Unforgettable 
can be £40,000 as well as £20m. 

An ele gan t, unspoilt Georgian house 
that has not been “suburbanised" sold for 
around £lm with Savills. The family who 
bought Corsley House in Wiltshire trea- 
sure the walled kitchen garden, which is 
as it would have been at the turn of the 
century. Instead of garaging, they inher- 
it a greenhouse with six grapevines and 
on the 50 acres of grazing land there is 
not a swimming pool to be seen. 

A paddock with a home is the best way 
of describing Dun Roarnin, in KingswoocL. 
near Aylesbury, Bucks. And only a mo- 
bile home at that. But it had hundreds of 
inquiries from all over the country, many 
of them from people who hoped that mo- 
bile could be turned into permanent 
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Dun Roarnin: a paddock with 
mobile home in Buckinghamshire 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Ashcombe House, above left, is a rare example in Sussex. The Old Rectory 
in Devon, above right, looks out over the unspoilt Salcombe estuary 

bricks and mortar. No such luck. But cd branches and frilJuwinu plaster. V«u 
Blaekhorse Agencies sold it for £40,000 have to be the size of Hansel mid Oreici 
to a couple who presumably love horses to live there since at some points u is n< i 
and know how rare it is to find a mobile more than 41 l high. . 

home with any land at all. As the only agriculturj ' rt in 1 'fi & 

Anyone selling in north Oxford has this inal condition in England, t >. L ^ 
sale to be grateful for. It may look like an Cottage at Ludgcr»hall. Bucks, with us pie- 

unexceptional Victorian family house, but — 

it set a new precedent for prices. Spacious, 
but semi-detached and slightly tatty, with *•> • * # 
seven bedrooms, cellars and a secluded ... : 

garden, it sold in Canterbury Road for 

more than £900,000, some £200.000 above . 

what Savills thought was top whack. It was • F - v T 

the only house like it on the market at the ; '.4 ' ^ 

time (May) in a hot area for schools. • — v 

What a position -and the house is not 
half bad either. Atthe Old Rectory. East .-•/ 

Portlemouth, south Devon you stand in p 

the drive and look across lawns and the ^ 

unspoilt Salcombe estuary. A rare crea- 

ture on the market at any time, this house ' 1 

sold twice in the year, on the second oc- 

casion for just under £lm through Mare- . 

hand Petit. It has six acres, with waited . 1 

garden, boathouse and moorings- — — . .. . 

fairytale cottage with ceilings of twist- Gaunt Mill has rt: ail: period property 


lure-hook garden, became a media 
celebriu. H«nJes of romantic callers 
came diiwn to earth when they learned it 
wa< single storey with two bedrooms. John 
D Wii'd sold il lor £165.000. 

A snip - at £-0™. Aubrey House, an 
carlv Georgian mansion in west London. 






was the most expensive to be sold the year 
hut first came on the market at £ 2 - m 
It has the largest private garden out- 
side of Buckingham Palace. In the in- 
ternational league of wealthy buyers, the 
British are not as rare as they were, ac- 
cording to Knight Frank, which con- 
ducted the sale. More than a few have 
outgrown their £ I Om homes. 

Portholes in the attic used for firing 
cannons at the Roundheads and a mag- 
nificent oak staircase have survived Naas 
House. Lydney, Gloucestershire. Much 
else within the shell didn't but “in need 


-y\ - • ' 

V£\ 


who shared a Spice GH 

V G°.h* ruin £%£?*£ ££, 

£SSSrt« a wo , (fcd«*. 

ers, they had five offuni. TJiO tagrta 

i —T- A*j- 

■*— -gsesEffij; 

ill in a year of scarcity, says Knight Frank. 
A period property, separate cottage, mill 
P: .. nn.l within easv 
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Gaunt Mill haa it ail: period property, cottage, mill pool and gardens 


ofrestoration" - » me £»»«*- 

brought the adventurous flocking Bemg ^ ^ ofwecks 

used as PoW camp couldn tharehelped. rewere 55 Sewings and it wen! for wefl 

It went for more than the guide of the . ^ nnfl 

£250,000, again through John D-VVood. (Wie have waiting 
Few places have the cachet of The V3- Those people ^Hise ^ k . 

lage. a converted school in Battersea. Lon- for > wnshtheir teeth at see- 

don. colonised by the likes of David Linley [hreugh their 

and Natasha Caine, who made moving mg age 

south of the river fashionable. This three- fingers. A house of this ^ibrc a a g^ 
bedroom, loft-style penthouse sold for is particularly ^ d ^ |d whhin 

£575 000 through GtvScope. Such is the the market at ES50.0U0 and soia 
fature of See that the new owner, three weeks via Duttons Darnel Smith. 
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London Property 


London Property 


Live in 

tomorrow’s 
world today 

Millennium Harbour, Londons most exciting and futuristic riverside 
development, designed to meet the living needs of the 2 1st Centuty. 


THE BOW QUARTER Delightful 0rd 
111 apt in this popular Compton. 
LH 118 v«. Faculties: t/pool. 
gym. sauna. Jacuzzi, bar. shops. 
24hr pannage. Owned sec phg. 
15 mins Ctly Central district 8 
DLR access 5 mhis wrath 
£109.995 0181 963 3439. 


East Anglia 


FREE • Abbott* 40 page lull colow 
Homefinder Brochure. 100 s ol 
properties T;ou1 Nortolk & Sul- 
lolK. £25.000 la £500.000. Tel. 
01 Z84 768826 

COUNTRY HOUSES 8 Cottages In 
Suffolk 8 Esse*. Polar Andrews 
01449 740080 


EGE 
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LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


FLATSHARE. NW3 11L .„ . 

Z rooms available. Rem includes all bills and council tax.- 
STUDIO FLAT. N 17 .... £l00pw 

Large bedroom and living room with small Lildten ana. 

Shared bathroom. 

FLATSHARE. N5 ... 

I room aimlable before 1st January-, sun professional f«Ron- 
TOOTING, SW17 ElWJpw 

Three bedroom flat whh shared garden, dose to 

MD E N NWl * 

Loidv one double bedroom flat with large lounge and fully ruled 
bicben wnh washing machine, central bearing and cniiy phone. 
CAMDEN TOWN, NWl 

Gorgeous one bedroom flat (unluraishcd) vnih large lounge and rally 
lined kiicbcn with dishwasher, washing machine. c : h and phone in 
private block with sauna and gym lamliiies. 

BRUGES PLACE, CAMDEN NWl OOOpw 

Luxury reo bedroom hit in prime location, features RiDy fined 
Idtcben wiih washing machine. dishwushcT. central honing and 
phone, large lounge." bath and electric shower. 

LEIGHTON GROVE. KENTISH TOWN NWl £300pw 

Luxury two bedroom fTau furnished to a high suuidard with large 
lounge and fully fined kitchen with washing machine, dishwasher, 
central hearing and entry phone, plus two bathrooms. 


LEDBURY, Herefordshire Rsnoire- 
tlon ol Hall outtwWmgs and 
grounds lo create 17 residential 
units art In 16 Aetna on odge ol 
town. Spacious apartments, 2 
bed lodge. 4 bed detached now 
bund Plicae £110.000 ■ £300.000. 
Contact Agents John Goodwin, 
3/5 Now Street. Ledbury. Here- 
fordshire. 01531 634848 


■■ No Fee to 
]| Tenants 

84B Camden Rd 
London NWl 9EA 


To Let 


NW8 PERI0D.2 bed Bat 2 bath new 
Idt, newly rclurbfcshed. £380pw. 
0171 3P5 5100. 


Overseas Property 


sw-RonM-Rua-nmouL 
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FRENCH PROPEHTY NEWS 
monthly, lor your tree copy tele- 
phone (0181) 947 1834 or 
hnp:M www.fr a nch-proparty- 
newaxom 
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Sell your home 
for as little as £50 
per advertisement 


THE INDEPENDENT 

INDEPENDENT 


ON StH*fcAY 


/, 2 & 3 bedroom luxury apartments from 

£150,000 to £625,000 


Advertise your property through the independent and independent on Sunday's 
highly successful Property Gallery; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business 
sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

Fill in this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words 
of copy to: The Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, independent 
Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 

Deadline for receipt of copy/photo is at least 6 working days prior to publication. Offer 
open to private advertisers only, commercial advertising package available on request. 


CRANBROOK 



Detached family houses 
Grade U Lifted, large k£ 
reception room, billidSds ^cJrn. 
4 bed, 2 bath. Bc^iii^'well 
maintained gnrm-Nliof 172 acre. 
Well connected and nul. 

ExcsUti„'^scal schools, 

£250,000 

PU '« Telephone (Daytime): 

"0171 293 2037 


SALES CENTRE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

07000 701 701 


NAME 




TELEPHONE (daytime) 





ADDRESS.. 
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ALLYMORE 


sV 


I require I □ 2 □ 3D (tick appropriate box) Advertisement^ at a total cost of f 

Please enclose a cheque for this amount made payable to Newspaper Publishingpi'c'' 
or fill in your Visa/Access/An Wn.n M -c n„k s c 


http://www.hallymore.co.uk 


CREDIT CARD NO 
SIGNATURE 


MILLENNIUM HARBOUR, CANARY WHARF, LONDON EI4 


or fill m your Visa/Access/ Anie ^/Diners Club detSsr 5 L 

® “ L " 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 m jj ami me 

For advise or more information piease cal’ «t^T ZT 

on 0171-293 2343 o rOi? 5-2?3 T 2302 rOPert yTeam’ 
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Move on up; you just might get the house you wanted 
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What do you do when your flat Is 
too small? For most of us, the 
solution is to find a bigger place 
somewhere else. But as Rona 
Brandhorst reports, the answer may 
lie just above, or below, where 
you live now. 

Small and badly convened is bowJaaei de- 
scribes the ground-floor flat she bough! with 
her partner Chris seven years agp. So what 
possessed them to buy? The view, of 
course. Their flat overlooks a green and 
pleasant h>& tucked away in a conservation 
comer in Brocfcley, souLh London. 

So when space or rather the lack of it 
was coming between them and their week- 
end guest list, they decided to move up in 
ihe world instead of out, by buying the flat 
above. “When we beard the owners were 
moving out to the country, we immediately 
said we were interested,’' says Janet. 
“Chris works from home and really need- 
ed his own studio so it came at the right 
lime. 

“Friends thought we were mad buying 
by instalments,” ventures Chris. “We wor- 
ried whether it would be easier just to buy 
somewhere else.” 

They had to have both Oats surveyed for 
the mortgage and the surveyor valued their 
original Hat at £15,000 less t ban they paid 
for it (bought after the “lunatic period” of 
the late Eighties). “Wfe were a bit concerned 
at the time," says Chris, “but in retrospect 
he did us a favour." It meant they bought 
the top flat for a good price and it was still 
a cheaper option than buying a “whole” 
house around the comer (without the all- 
important view). 

However, they encountered opposition 
from their mortgage lender. “They couldn't 
understand what we were trying to do," says 
Chris. “They kept saying we'd need plan- 
ning permission, even though the borough 
architect said we didn’t” In the end the ap- 
propriate certificates were issued, albeit un- 
necessarily, just to satisfy the lender. 

“The council tax people were also con- 
fused but it was just a question of moving 
up a band.” Buying the freehold from the 
original developer was an important part 
of the plan. In the end it was purchased 
jointly with the owner of a third flat also 
on the ground floor. 



■ JLUrtt lUklau 


It was only after the sale went through 
that the hard work started. A non-toad 
bearing wall dividing the hallway for ac- 
cess to the two flats was removed. This re- 
vealed an IS inch difference in ceiling 
height, lower in Janet and Chris’s flat, for 
fire regulations. 

“From then the project slowly snow- 
balled,” says Janet. Curious to know if any 
of the original moulding? had been covered 
up. they removed the suspended ceilings. 
-None were found but it gave them the 
chance to resite doors and redesign rooms. 


“The mess was incredible.” says Janet, 
“but at least we could escape upstairs to 
a complete flat while the work was being 
done.” And they speak highly of their 
builders - “no radios, swearing or shout- 
ing" - just the usual copious cups of tea. 
To save money Janet and Chris did much 
of the decorating themselves. “I’ve become 
a dab hand aL making good,” says Janet, 
“with plenty oF advice from the builders.” 

No structural changes were required to 
the upstairs flat, which has provided four 
further rooms and a bathroom. The for- 
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Why inheritance is a family affair 
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Ageing parents, children, 
property and money can 
elicit duty and devotion. ’ 
The combination can 
also lead to bitter 
conflict. At stake are 
assets which, if they 
don’t go to the family, 
might well go to the tax 
collector or local 
authority. Robert Liebmon 
suggests that families 
which encourage overall 
collective planning may 
find an avenue where 
devotion, obligation and 
self-interest converge. 

Geographical and emotional 
dispersion and upheaval 
needn’t mean famili al dishar- 
mony. No sooner had Lily's 
strong-willed parents reached 
old age than they promptly di- 
vorced. Hear father and sister re- 
mained in the north of 
England, sealing in different 
nearby cities. Lily's brother 
moved overseas, and she put 
C down roots in one part of Lon- 
don, her mother in another. 

But the entire family jwlls 
together when it matters. “My 
sister has been looking after our 
father, and I am taking care of 
our mother,” says LQy. A few 
years ago, Lily’s sister helped 
their now- 90-year-old father 
move to aT>rqperty in her city. 
This winter, Lily found and 
helped move her 82-year-old 
mother into a fiat that is com- 
fortable, convenient, and near 
Lily's own home. 

For her mother’s sale and 
purchase, a local solicitor’s fee 
was £800. Instead, Lily in- 
structed a bargain-basement 
solicitor, saved hundreds of 
pounds, and got the service she 
paid for. minimal, frustrating, 
and incomplete. But it did the 
job, even if an option to extend 
the lease is still pending. 

“We don't mind paying tax- 
es,” says Lily, “but care might 
eat up every thing* Their father 
has joint ownership of his prop- 
erty with his two daughters, and 
their mother and all three chil- 
dren own her flat 

Neither parent’s property 
remotely approaches £215,000 
in value, the’eument threshold 
for inheritance tax. But many 
people of .seemingly modest 
means own immodestly valued 

properties. Additionally, with 
healthcare thresholds at £10,000 



Care begins at home: *very sheltered* schemes exist for the elderly 


Nigel Hillier/UNP 


and £16,000, almost all property 
owners must contribute to the 
costs of their own care. 

Money is not the only or 
necessarily even the top prior- 
ity, says Mark Spas h, a Private 
Client and Estate Planning 
Partner at Piper Smith & 
Basham, a London firm of so- 
licitors. “The first two priorities 
are to ensure that the parent 
gets a decent roof over his or 
her bead, and has sufficient 
funds to run it.” Beyond that, 
specialist financial planning 
works its own miracles. 

Elderly people tend to un- 
derestimate theirworth. and it 
is essential to accurately iden- 
tify surplus assets, says Mr 
Spasb. “A life or pension poli- 
cy, for instance, may be as- 
signable to a third party in the 
event of death. The elderly 
person can st£U receive income 
from the policy but zn the event 
of death the capital sum can be 
assigned to a child or grand- 
child, which takes the policy out 
of the estate.” If an elderly cou- 
ple own a property jointly, 
“they should consider equalis- 
ing their.estates and gifting out 
their respective interests to 
their heirs, but do so in a man- 
ner that doesn't adversely affect 
the surviving spouse’s require- 
ments," says Mr Spasb. 

A healthy, elderly person 
today might start hobbling to- 
morrow, and Age Concern 
highlights practical questions. 

Does the new properly have lev- 
el thresholds or ramps for easy 
or wheelchair access? Are cor- 
ridors and doors wide enough 
for a walking frame or wheel- 
chair? Does the bathroom con- 
tain a walk-in shower? 


Rental properties are avail- 
able from many local authori- 
ties and housing associations 
that are purpose-built or have 
been convened expressly for the 
elderly. “Very Sheltered” and 
“Extra Care" housing schemes 
cater for elderly who are less in- 
dependent than those for 
whom a part-time scheme man- 
ager would suffice. 

Age Concern also advises el- 
derly people to “not lei your 
friends and relatives pressurise 
you into a decision with which 
you are not comfortable. Where 
necessary, seek independent 
adyice.” The charily publishes 
a set of brochures which dear- 
ly cover all of the main legal and 
financial issues. 

In addition to protecting 
assets, timely financial planning 
can help to ward off or soften 
other harsh blows. Julie, a free- 
lance editor in London, 
plunged into a vicious cycle 
when age suddenly caught up 
first with her aunt and soon af- 
ter with her mother. The sisters. 
boLh in their mid-seventies, 
took care of one another in 
Northamptonshire. 

When her aunt developed 
Alzheimer's disease. Julie 
helped to arrange residential 
care and the sale of her bunga- 
low. Several trips to Northamp- 
tonshire were required. But 
when Julie's mother had a 
stroke, the occasional trip was 
insufficient. Julie had to move 
into her mother's house to act 
as part-time carer, handle a 
mountain of paperwork, and 
maintain her own career. 

“1 always have work on. but 
I have no time to do it except 
in the middle of the night, so 


my income has suffered." 

This blow to her earning 
power occurred at the worst 
passible time. “I did not have 
a power of attorney over my 
mothers affairs. so I bad to use 
my own savings. A good solic- 
itor would have arranged a 
power of attorney in a matter 
of days, but our solicitor took 
five months.” 

Ironically, Julie and her 
mother, acting on the recom- 
mendation of the local carers’ 
support group, had obtained a 
power of attorney for her aunt. 
“But when you are in the midst 
of one crisis, you tend not to pre- 
pare for another. It must be a 
defence mechanism." says Julie, 
who had been too overwhelmed 
to arrange a power of attorney 
over her mother’s affairs. 

Legal advice combined with 
financial planning needn't in- 
volve vast estates or compli- 
cated legal or tax issues. “A son 
or daughter can pay for and 
arrange a parent's lease exten- 
sion and then, via a Declaration 
of Trust or mortgage, establish 
their respective interests in the 
property,” notes Mr Spash. 
"The heir can receive the ben- 
efit of part or all of the flat's in- 
creasing capital value, and such 
increases can serve to reduce 
the size of the parent’s estate 
and protect the financial com- 
mitment (hat the child has 
made in assisting the parent.” 

,-t£C Concern England, 0181 67 o 
8000; Cymru, 01222 271500: 
Northern Ireland 01222 24572Q; 
Scotland, 0121 220 2345: Piper 
Smith Jc Basham, .?/ Warwick 
Square. London SW/V 24 E 
0171 S2SSA85. 


mer kitchen is soon to become Janet's stu- 
dio. “It was strange having stairs again,” 
she say's. “We haven't unified the plumb- 
ing and electricity yet,” says Chris, “so we 
still have separate bills for each flat. The 
gas people just can't understand it’s one 
bouse - we’ve bad the meters read three 
times in the last six weeks.” 

Overall Janet and Chris are delighted 
with the results. “When you spend most 
of your life living and working as we do at 
home, it's important to get it right,” says 
Chris. “We saved on the cost and the an- 


guish of moving and a big plus was not hav- 
ing to use an estate agent.” 

Liz and Peter Norton bought the mid- 
dle flat in a detached 1920s converted prop- 
erty in St Anne's, Lancashire, for a 
weekend base when visiting relatives near- 
by. When the larger, ground-floor flat came 
on the market as a repossession they bought 
it as a rental investment. 

“There seemed to be very little to do 
to it,” says Liz. “so it made economic sense 
to buy it" The top flat was owned by a 
young woman and was the constant source 


of noisy Jate-nighi parties. Sound proofing 
was non-existent and their tenants began 
to complain. 

“When we arrived on the Saturday, we’d 
never know what sort of night we’d have ” 
says Liz. Eventually, this flat was also re- 
possessed and Liz and Peter made their 
move to own the whole bouse. “The flat 
needed total gutting and refurbishing be- 
fore we could rent it out," says Peier. “It 
was difficult to co-ordinate the work when 
we were only there at weekends.” 

The Nortons set up their own man- 
agement company handling the buildings 
insurance, maintenance of the common ar- 
eas and external pans of the property, in- 
cluding the garden, and would like to buy 
the freehold. “Our solicitor has made en- 
quiries but can’t establish who owns the 
freehold, so we haven’t paid any ground 
rent yet,” says Liz. 

Once the work was finished the idea was 
to at back and enjoy their investment How- 
ever, Liz and Peter have found the level 
and cost of maintenance has been much 
higher than they expected. Shortly after 
buying the second flat, the communal stair- 
way collapsed and the garage roof need- 
ed to be replaced. Repairs internally and 
externally are ongoing. 

While they are pleased they can spec- 
ify the type of tenants they want - profes- 
sional couples, no children or pets and 
□on-smokeis - they have had long periods 
without rental income when the mortgage, 
council tax and utility bQls still had to be 
paid. 

“We bought the properties with variable- 
rate mortgages, but property prices and 
rental incomes have not increased at the 
same rate in the north of England as they 
have in the south," says Liz. “Even if we 
were able to sell the flats now we would 
make a loss." Ironically, if the property were 
to be returned to one dwelling it would 
command a higher price and would sell 
more quickly. “It would cost us upwards 
of £20,000 to convert it back, so it’s just not 
viable,” says Liz. 

Buying the flat above or below may give 
you more space but not necessarily bring 
you any financial gain. While Janet and 
Chris have aspirations to buy the remain- 
ing ground-floor flat to complete their 
home, one suspects that when the price is 
right Liz and Peter will be beating a path 
to the estate agent’s door. 
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Begin everyday 
in the future at 

Millennium Harbour 

Millennium Harbour, London’s most exciting and futuristic riverside 
development, designed to meet the living needs cf the 2 1st Century. 
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London’s most exciting and futuristic riverside development, 
designed to meet the living needs of the 21 st Century. 




Adjacent to Canary WhaH, Millennium Harbour is a six building 
waterfront complex effacing 3 range of 1. 2 and 3 bedroom 
luxury apartments set in extensive landscaped gardens and aP 
with river views. Designed by award winning architects CZWG. 
the exceptionally high specification includes a 4.00Ccqh state 
of the art leisure complex, garage parting, concierge and 
optional computer controlled apartment management system. 

PRICES 
FROM 





£ 150,000 to £ 625,000 


B ; ALLYMORE Open 1 days, Monday to Friday lOam-Opm. 

! """ Saturday a Sunday Ham-Spm 
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017 1 488 9586 


M A a K E' T I N G S U 1 I E 

0171 537 7502 


!. rr. aft \ 


0171 613 3055 


1997s was it cool? 

Find out in Real Life 

1998s what does 
the future hold? 

Find out in Section 2 
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It's my party and IH die if I Want toe Torajan effigies gaze out over their ancestral lands — their clothes are laundered annually 


Photograph: Eric Pasquier/Cofonfic 
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> A strange, haunting culture; a 
j boldly beautiful island - but, 

I writes Harriet O'Brien, these were not 
' Che only ingredients that made 
New Year in Sulawesi so striking. 

P Death and renewal: that New Year the neat 
; symbolism was almost faultless. The old 
year went out with the slaughter of pigs and 

• buffaloes. By chance the new one came in 
with a resounding dance of regeneration. 

• And. in the midst of it all we became the 
bearens of great good fortune. 

It was at the tail end of one December 
that we arrived in Tknah Tbraja, a stunningly 
pretty region more or less in the middle 
of Sulawesi This extraordinary, spider- 
shaped island lies north-east of Java in the 
huge, straggling archipelago that is In- 
donesia. Among the many ethnic groups 
on the island are the Torajans. or “men of 
: the mountains”, who occupy a large area 
. that for centuries remained isolated be- 
i cause of its hiily; tugged landscape. 

It was largely due to Tfcnah Toraja’s re- 
/' l >mot<mess tbat the arrival of Islam in the rest 
of Indonesia made lithe headway here. For 
the most partthe people remained cheer- 
. ful, pork-eating, palm-wine-drinldng.am- 
mists, although they acquired a thin coating . 
of Christianity courtesy of Dutch mission- 
aries around the end of the last century. 

Very thin, you’d be forgiven for think- 
ing. As foreigners living in Indonesia’s cap- 
ital, Jakarta; we had heard a great deal 
about theTbrajans’ elaborate funeral rites 
and eerie-looldng effigies of the dead that 
stand, life size, looking out over ancestral 
lands. A decade.or so ago the area was still 


pretty much unvisited by tourists, so ii was 
with a sense of pioneering zeal that two of 
us set out to explore. 

At Ujung Pandang, the main gateway to 
Sulawesi, we hired a car and twisted our way 
through lush, jungly country of gigantic 
creepers and up sculpted hillsides of rice ter- 
races to Rantepao. the Torajan capital and 


a convenient base from which to visit some 
of the villages and grave sites of the area. 

Traditionally. Torajans live in groups of 
longhouses. Perched on stilts, these look ap- 
pealingly ethnic; the outside walls are fine- 
ly carved and painted; the striking, neatly 
thatched roofs slope up to a gable at each 
end - symbolising, so we were told, buffalo 


horns. And this, you quickly discover, is def- 
initely buffalo country: such farm animals 
represent not just wealth but also enormous 
prestige. In each village it is easy to identi- 
fy the headman's house from the large num- 
ber of buffalo boms that are festooned along 
a central, outside pillar. The overall effect 
looks almost voodooish - in total contrast 


.TORAJA REVISITED 


How have tourism and, more 
pressingly, Indonesia's forest fires 
affected Tanah Toraja? 

Emily Drake returned there after a 
gap of 17 years. 


There they were, as they had been in 1 9SU, 
the effigies of the Torajan dead crow ding 
the balconied ledges high up on the lime- 
stone difJs, looking out over the fertile val- 
leys they once farmed, as if lining the 
railings to view some great parade. From 
a distance they arc amazingly life-like, and 
their clothing, laundered and updated an- 
nually, is as fresh as the skeletons in the 
nearby interment caves are fieshlcss with 
age. I almost fell that they were old friends. 

When I first met them. Tonya Land 
had been far more difficult to reach and 
involved a car journey of at least eight 
hours from the port of Ujung ftmdang. 
Now an airstrip has been made outside 
the principal city of the region, Rantepao. 
It is by no means a grand airstrip, being 


both small and diff-locked, but 1 2-sea ter 
aircraft make regular return flights dai- 
ly from Ujung Padang. Dally, that is, if 
there are enough passengers. Toraja 
Land was hardly seething with tourists this 
time, probably because publicity about the 
forest fires in In- 
donesia and the „ . , 

Celebes sea 

consequent smog 

had put them off. ._.* . 


which accounted for some of the brown- 
ness of the paddyfields. But the rivers and 
streams had dwindled to trickles, and the 
trees around the villages had lacklustre 
leaves dulled with dust. 

The harvest of valuable Torajan cof- 
fee is likely to be 
small this year. 
However, the 
. buffaloes ap- 


Arriving by air ' — “~=‘- Eqaitoi peared to be as 

gave a birds-eye ~ “T v” ~ "* enormous as be- 


dew of the coun- .. 

try. with the great SULAWESI 

cliffs breaking 

through the rain- «*-Raatepab 

forest and the cul- 
tivated narrow __ - 

valleys that lay be- * Ujung Panda 

tween. There was 
no evidence of ei- 200n*as , 

ther forest fire or 

smog, but the ef- 
fects of the drought afflicting most of In- 
donesia could be seen here in Sulawesi. 
There bad just been a rice harvest. 


* Ujung Pandang 


- - - enormous as be- 

fore. They appar- 
r . -7—.— enily found 

plenty of nour- 
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:■ MAWvsw-i— - nee fields From 
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jaya • | | looked like huge, 

1 n DO t» E si A " inflatable toys, es- 

— pecially the two- 

tone jobs (baby 
pink and grey) which the Torajan people 
prize. Each one is worth about £40,000. 
Despite the increased accessibility of 


to the people who, when we visited, seemed 
genuinely delighted to welcome strangers. 

You get a similar feeling at the Tora- 
jan graves, where on balconies, often set 
high up on limestone cliffs, models of the 
noble dead silently stare out at you. From 
a distance they look tauntingly sinister. On 
closer inspection you realise that far from 


this area, there is no aggressive devel- 
opment of tourist hotels. These are 
more numerous than before but mostly 
come in the form of chalets d la Torajan 
house. There is still no intrusive attempt 
to sell tourist tat, though every village has 
at least one house whose owner urges the 
viators to climb the outside wooden stairs 
to the living-floor where local crafts are 
displayed. 

What will have happened to the place 
in another 17 years? There is already more 
widespread availability of electricity; ca- 
bles, even now, snake somewhat precar- 
iously along mountain tracks to reach 
remote villages. I hope the Torajan way 
of life won’t be debauched by the impact 
of tourism. For dow, life in the area ap- 
pears. delightfully, to be almost the same 
as before. There was even another for- 
tuitously timed funeral (timely for me, that 
is. not for the deceased) taking place with 
all the panoply of bright pavilions and 
colourful processions. And. of course, 
much parading of die sacrificial buffaloes 
and squealing pigs. 


being grim, many look touchingly human. 
Some may seem a little haughty -but then 
these were rich people; it is only the wealthy 
who can affoid the huge cost of com- 
memorating their relatives like this. 

Funerals, too, are expensive. Back at 
Rantepao, arrangements were well under 
way for the burial of a local nobleman. A 
long procession of people snaked up the 
roadsides, some bearing great bamboo 
cylinders containing pahn wine, others lead- 
ing large, compliant-looking buffaloes, and 
yet more carrying fat little pigs strung up be- 
tween bamboo poles. Would we like to at- 
tend a day of the ceremonies, we were asked 
No, no, we were told, you mustn’t feel in- 
trusive: this would be a big, public occasion. 

And so it turned out: after all it wasn’t 
as though we were bursting m on recent, 
private grief. The man had died some time 
before and a quiet ceremony had been per- 
formed, as is local custom. He bad ther) 
been embalmed, his body preserved un- 
til his family could amass sufficient funds 
to gjve him a splendid send-off lasting sev- 
eral days. 

U was quite some event. We joined sev- 
eral hundred guests in the large firnerai en- 
closure which was presided over by the dead 
man himself, lying in a pavilion topped with 
a Torajan thatched roof. Several other pavil- 
ions had also been erected for the dose 
family and honoured guests - of whom, it 
transpired, we were two. Feeling bemused 
hy the sheer scale of the occasion, we were 
ushered into the women's pavilion where 
we sat on bamboo mats among other qui- 
etly chatting guests, and were offered betel 
nut ami clove cigarettes presented in sil- 
ver boxes. Meanwhile long lines of people 
Continued next page 
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New Year's 
day of 
the dead 


From previous page 

were arriving with their gifts: the wine, 

Che pigs, the buffaloes. 

Then we were taken to meet the chief 
mourners, an event that remains a blur 
in my mind- since shortly afterwards we 
were doubly honoured by witnessing the 
sacrifice of the first buffalo. The great 
grey creature was swiftly dispatched, his 
head held back as a large machete was 
plunged into his throat. In the back- 
ground we could hear squeals as sever- 
al of the pigs met a similar fate. We 
smiled as bravely as we could and tried 
to feel duly gratefuL 

That evening, my head swirling with 
visions of slaughtered beasts and images 
of effigies, I crawled into bed at 930pm. 
It was New Year's Eve. 

The next morning our driver an- 
nounced that he would take us “some- 
where special". It was a day out that, in 
typically sociable, Indonesian style, first 
involved driving around town scooping 
up assorted friends and relations. Where 
exactly were we going, we asked, once the 
car was cheerfully crowded with joBy day- 
trippers? To see the most spectacular, 
panoramic view in the whole of In- 
donesia, we were told enthusiastically. 

This seemed optimistic. The overcast 
sky was darkening with rain clouds, and 
as we headed up the hills the mist got 
denser. The friends and relations chat- 
ted while we glumly tried to imagine the 
sight of magnificently terraced hills that 
undoubtedly lay out there. Then the car 
screeched to a halt and the friends and 
relations tumbled out, excitedly crying 
“quickly, quickly, we're in luck”. 

Wfe followed them across the road, past 
a village, and found ourselves in a grassy 
expanse surrounded by an arcade cleverly 
constructed but of palm leaves. In the mid- 
dle of it were three poles decorated with 
coils of doth, a sort of maypole arrange- 
ment around which women wearing chap- 
lets of limes and fantastic, heavy jewellery 
were dancing to drums. This, one of the 
friends whispered tremulously, was a 
rare Torajan “white” ceremony. Two 
headmen, we later discovered, had recently 
recovered from severe Din ess and so a 
thanksgi ving celebration was in fuD swing. 

We bad only minutes to enjoy the 
ebullient scene before the skies opened. 
As large drops of rain started falling, the 
poles were whipped out of the ground 
and everyone scarpered ert masse. We 
were swept along in the hurry and 
fetched up at the village schoolroom, 
where the assembled, smiling crowd 
carefully began disrobing the poles. 

We were crestfallen: what a pity, we 
said, that the celebrations had to end. 
Not at all, one of the lime ladies replied. 
This is most auspicious. Strangers are 
lucky, the rain is good - and, after all, 
you brought it with you. 

We never did see the view that day, but 
it turned out to be a bell of a good year. 

Getting there; there no direct flights 
between the UK and Sulawesi; the 
quickest route is via Jakarta. Return 
Heathrow- Jakarta flights on Gulf Air are 
currently available for £495 through 
Bridge the World (01 71-91 1 0900). The 
Jakarta-Ujung Pandang fere on Merpati 
is £252 return. 

Red tape: no visas are required for short- 
term visits by British passport holders, 
although passports do need to be valid 
for at least six months. 

Further information: Indonesian Tourist 

Promotion Office, 5/4 Hanover Street, 
London W1R 9HH (017M93 0030). 
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1998 and all that 


Yes, yes, yes, it’s your global 
almanac. Simon Colder gazes into 
his crystal compass and reveals 
what the new year holds in 
store for travellers. 


January 

At the time when people are tradi- 
tionally booking their holiday for the 
coming summer. Amours issues its 
brochure for winter 2004/5, which fea- 
tures holidays flying on yet-to-be- 
invented planes to yet-to-be-built 
hotels in countries that don’t yet ex- 
ist. 

From a similar realm of fantasy, Na- 
tional Rail Inquiries blames its failure 
to answer even the simplest inquiry on 
“the wrong kind of snow” - not intended 
as a reference to poor-quality cocaine 
inhaled by telephone staff. 

February 

P&O European Ferries and Stena 
Line complete their merger on the 
Channel crossing from Dover to 
Calais. To compete more effectively 
against Le Shuttle through the Chu li- 
ne!, the minimum check-in is reduced 
to the time it takes to say the name of 
the dcw company, which incorporates 
all the proud pedigrees of the two lines: 
Peninsular and Oriental Townsend 
Thoresen Europeaa Stena Sealiok 
Viking Longboat Ferries. 

Eurostar insists its four-year-old 
promise to start services from UK 
provincial cities to Paris will finally be 
kept in 1998. 

March 

BA’s new no-frills airline, EasyPeasy, 
starts Dying from Stansted to “Paris 


South" -a disused military airfield out- 
side Marseille. Its only competitor is 
EasyMoney, Harty Enfield’s new ven- 
ture into the low-fare airline market. A 
dozen stewardesses are disciplined for 
wearing lacy underwear. A spokesman 
explained: “When we said no frills ...” 

April 

After intensive market research. Easy- 
Peasy changes its name to Question- 
Aire. Apparently the focus groups 
thought this was one of the suggested 
alternatives, rather than the title at the 
top of the list of questions. A sugges- 
tion that the two names be combined 
as OuEasy was turned down on the 
grounds of taste. AU BA tailplanes art- 
repainted with a question-mark re- 
placing the other questionable de- 
signs. 


The first anniversary of Labour’s vic- 
tory, during which London has acquired 
the most expensive public transport of 
any city in the world: some Tube jour- 
neys now cost £8.25 per mile. 

To celebrate the triumph, the 
Deputy Prime Minister promises all 
adult voters a Triumph - from a stock 
of old Toledo models lying idle at a for- 
mer British Leyland plant in the West 
Midlands. 

“No oae seriously believed all that 
nonsense about sustainable transport. 
did they?” purred a departing John 
Prescott as his ministerial Stag scattered 
a constituency of cyclists. 

When the summer railway timetable 
comes into effect. National Rail In- 
quiries continues to use the winter ■ me. 
blaming the wrong kind of gJuc in the 
summer version. “Pages fall nut of the 
new one.” says a spokeswoman. 


"spreading leaves on the lines” I not a 
reference to a habit involving a mirror, 
a quantity of cocaine, and inhalation). 

June 

“Our best summer yet-" is the verdict 
of a leading package holiday operator. 
“Providing we all hold our nerve and 
aren’t tempted to increase capacity, 
there will be no last-minute bargains.” 
Six other package holiday operators 
double capacity, and a week in the Med 
falls to tN9. 

Eumsiar says trains from Edin- 
burgh and Manchester to the French 
capital will be starting just as soon as 
a British player wins Wimbledon and 
England win the World Cup. 


After the astonishing victories of an 
out-of-form Greg Rusedski and an 
out-of-retirement Sue Barker at the 
All- England Club - topped by the 
amazing mixed doubles triumph of 
Virginia Wade and Sir Cliff Richard 
- Eurostar says it has started running 
trains from the provinces to Paris, 
where Glenn Huddle’s boys have just 
beaten Germany 4-2 after extra time 
(and yes. that third goal did cross the 
line I. Bui since these are supposed to 
be publicised by National Rail In- 
quiries. they have yet to attract anv 
passengers. 

August 

The increasing strength of sterling 
means that a cup of tea on the seafront 
at Margate costs more than a week in 
the George V Hotel in Paris. No one 
is in Margate anyway, due to the sura- 
mer-longstormsattributcd to El Nino. 
Airtours takes advantage of the dismal 
weather at home to launch its 2025 


brochure, headlined “Forget Margate 
- try Mars”. 

September 

Dreadful smog across South-East Asia 
reduces the 26th Commonwealth Games 
in the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur, 
to a single event: blind man's buff. 

Meanwhile in Britain, crisis looms: 
how to stem the disastrous slump in do- 
mestic tourism? 

Under pressure, the Chancellor in- 
creases Air Passenger Duty 100-fold to 
£2.000 for travellers outside Europe. 

This triggers reprisals from Turkey 
and the Dominican Republic, which im- 
pose the same charge on departing 
British holidaymakers. Thousands are 
destitute, and forced to rely on dimin- 
ishing quantities of deteriorating buf- 
fet food at all-inclusive resorts. 

October 

Richard Branson, who has been re- 
markably quiet so far this year, launch- 
es EasyBrilFIii - a no-frills, no-markings 
airline that specialises in moonlit land- 
ings in foreign airports to retrieve des- 
titute Brit holidaymakers. 

November 

Chaos at Heathrow when a flood in the 
salad bar of Burger King closes down 
Terminal One; if it had only happened 
a year earlier, it could have put out the 
fire. Heathrow blames climatic changes 
brought about by the wrong kind of El 
Nino. 

National Rail Inquiries denies that 
any trains whatsoever operate in the UK. 

December 

National Rail Inquiries refutes its own 
existence and disappears up its own 
phone bolding system. 



SIMON CALDHR 


in Europe run a comprehensive service, m tie. 
UK only the Gatwick Express kept going, ft is, 
therefore, timely to return to a. topic that has 


tofind out which trains are numing? Made ■ 
Broomfield, of Cheshire, was trailing home, 
to Helsbv after a meeting in London. _ . 

“My train arrived in Chester at about a. quar- 
ter to nine and, according to National Railfo- 
quiries (0345 4S4950), I could catch the 
and get into Heisby 10 minutes later. The Rail- 
track Internet site confirmed this view. But on 
the train north from London 1 noticed that the - • 
printed timetable said this was wrong -Fd ac- 
tually have to wait for an hour and a quarter 

at Chester, as the 8.59 didn’t stop at Heisby. 
The guard checked the main timetable, and 

agreed that Td have to waiL 

“When I got to Chester, I asked the station 
master where 1 could catch a bus. He said that 
be rather thought the 839 did stop at Heisby. 
The overhead monitors supported his view, bat 
on the other hand the departures notice 
boards on the platforms didn’t. When the train 
finally arrived, two passengers and the sta- 
tionmaster tried to persuade the driver and 
guard (who didn’t have Heisby on their dock- 
et) to be the 8.59 to Heisby in a scene remi- 
niscent of Three Men in a Boat. 

“They finally agreed to stop at Heisby, and 
our relief was only slightly dampened by a half- 
hour delay, ostensibly due to mechanical prob- 
lems, but actually (I suspect) to let smart-aleck 
passengers know who was boss." 

At least travellers to and from north-west Eng- 
land are benefiting from low fares - so low, 
says Mike Stace of Tonbridge, that Richard " 
Branson actually pays you. “Virgin Trains’ new 
£19 return fare from Manchester to the cap- 
ital is excellent value, but it is not the most re- 
liable line in Britain.” Mr Stace found himself 
delayed by just over an hour. He wrote to Vir- 
gin, and the company promptly sent him a 
voucher for £20 . So far he is a pound ahead, 
with 368 “free” rail miles under his belt 

A similar story is told by Roger Hand of 
Berkshire: T travelled on a Eurostar trail from 
Waterloo to Paris which arrived 30 to 40 min- 
utes late. All passengers were given a vouch- 
er for an equivalent free single journey.” ‘ 

Mr Hand is a little concerned about the con- 
ditions for the voucher: “It has to be used with- 
in six months and is ‘subject to availability’. I 
expect I’ll have to choose a wet Wednesday in 
January if I want to take advantage of the of- 
fer." As Mr Hand points out, though, “BA 
doesn’t do that". 

From obfuscation to omniscience. Helen 
Me William, of the guidebook publisher Lone- 
ly Planet, writes with a tale of two cameras on 
her Emirates flight from Bangkok. “One cam- 
era is fitted underneath the plane, and die oth- 
er m front of it. They are switched on at all times, 
and are fed through as one of the options for 
your seat-back video. You can watch the plane 
take off and land, and in flight see what's be- 
neath you. 

“When 1 first realised I would be watching 
the take-off from my seat, I thought it would 
be terrifying. In fact it was very reassuring be- 
ing able to see the view from the pilot's seat, 
and it made the landing seem much smoother 
than watching it from the side window. I rec- 
ommend it to people scared of flying - it re- 
ally makes the journey less daunting." 

Wherever you travel in the coming year, may 
it be safe, stimulating and satisfying. 


General summary and outlook: 

Western Scotland and Northern Ireland will be rather 
cold and blustery with showers, some heavy, and 
they will be winJry over the bills and mountains. 
Eastern Scotland will have lewer showers and longer 
spells of sunshine. England and Wales will have 
sunny spells and just a few showers, most of them 
in western areas where one or two will be heavy. 
Eastern and south-eastern England wilt miss most of 
the showers and have the best ol the sunny periods. 
Sunday will dawn cold and frosty over much ot the 
country but it will be a mostly fine morning with 
some sunshine and just a few showers in north-west 
Scotland. However, (he south-west will turn wet, and 
rain will spread northwards though the day. Monday 
will be wel and windy but milder: northern Scotland 
should escape the worst oi the tain. After a brief 
drier interlude it will become wet everywhere later 
Tuesday and into Wednesday with some heavy rain, 
followed by blustery showers. 


Atlantic chart, noon today 
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AA Road watch 

London At between Watford Vfey. Mill 
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Lmrton AX'M Placer Underpass 

utrmathw Until i*th April 1998 
Bristol. MS J18-19 Contrallow n opar- 
Crtion across, the Avonmouih Bridge with 
a iumph speed limit Regular rush-tuM 
delays. Until 1st January 1999. 

Kail MI' J1 ftehesier Roadworks with 
yanous lane closures. Unhl January 
11)9 

torn MI i5-7 Sittmgboume to flrentey 
i-omer Lane closures Until March 1998 
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Sun rises: 8.06 
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The constellation of Taurus, the Bull would perhaps be more anti, 
ly named “The Bull’s Head”, since this celestial creature has noi 
stars io represent its rear half. Prominent over the brad of Ore* 
od. orange Aldebaran marks the Bull’s Eye, while the next two'' 
brightest stars. lEl Nath (’The butting’) and Zeta Tauri, are tfcf 
upsofhjs fearsome horns, charging straight for Gemini. AspnSlfe 1 
khng of slar5 noticeable around Aldebaran are members of til 

10 thC - SySte ® " *** H y adcs - Loca# 

onfy 150 hghtyears away, u looks large and scattered compare#' 

71,5 form a V-*3 : 

12^1, 5 a JI! tad eye ’ rou S hl y on Bull’s nose. Appr^® 
WCrC ? e . I T holo g^ half-sisters of the Tterieg- 
hey shared Adas as their father. Aldebaran’s associatico^ ' 

Thou « l1 ^ chance in the 
-i signL it is only half as far away. 

joequdine Mitton 


TT-ert 



















J/CITY 



1 ■ 1 IRF 

SATURDAY 27 DECEMBER 1997 

ft 3 


c *ld 


l\ 


o;:;> 


-- L ! T*.I 






• 1 . 


: .-. - : 

: :r^ 


•- 

, j; . ' 




Ui 




ft. 


•.O.^ftk 

•. : -.^K 

.'■ LJ ':iTr. 

" - U't 


'lift 

l!k *<w 




■•• fll** 



Star in the east: the view 
from Princes Street to 
Cahon Hill, a windswept 
summit scattered with 
extraordinary fellies 

Photograph; John Voos 
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48 hours in the life of Edinburgh 


•iZ. 


Hamtsfr Scott provides a shortcut to 
the soul of Scotland^ capital. 


J 


Why go now? 

Because the world's biggest New Year bash 
takes place in the city centre. And this year, 
with a whiff of independence in the air, the 
Scots are really going to celebrate, with con- 
certs, ceilidhs and a vast Hogmanay street 
party. In the hope of keeping cumbers be- 
low 200,000, passes will be needed to reach 
the city centre after 8pm on 31 December . 
These have now all been allocated, but for 
more information about Edinburgh Hog- 
manay events call 0131 473 1998. 


more economical alternative on Princes 
Street is the Royal Overseas League (0131 
225 1501), where a double room costs £90 
including breakfast. Ten minutes' taxi- 
ride away in Leith, the Malmaison (0131 
555 6868) is currently the trendy place to 
stay, with double rooms from £90. 


oils to reach the cafe at the rear. Here you'll 
find bruschetta, crostini, panetella and oth- 
er specialities at about £4 a dish. 


Take a ride 

Face up to the truth that you realty are a 
tourist, wrap up warm and view all the fa- 
mous sights from the top deck of an open 
bus. They leave from Waverley every 30 
minutes and the hour-long tour costs £7. 


Beaming down 

Scotland's capital is, in theory, splendidly 
accessible from all over the UK, with 
flights from Belfast, Birmingham, 
Bournemouth, Cardiff, East Midlands, 
Leeds/Bradford, Manchester, Norwich, 
Plymouth. Southampton, and all five Lon- 
don airports; trams from as far away as 
Brighton and Penza n ce; buses racing up the 
Al. But around Christmas demand en- 
couatezssuppty and gives it a hell of a beat- 
ing Britain’s train operators have suspended 
SuperSavers for the entire festive season, 
which means you must travel on the more 
expensive Saver tickets: £73-50 return from 
London. £71.80 from Birmingham and 
£63 from Manchester. After 4 January, feres 
subside to much more sensible levels. 


Get your bearings 

Edinburgh is realty two distinctive dries di- 
vided by a deep, steep-sided valley that was 
formerly a loch. If you arrive by train at W*- 
veriey station, you emerge on to a bridge that 
overlooks this still miraculously open space. 
Turn left andyou’re in the Old Tbwo, a me- 
dieval maze of sheets and narrow alleys drag- 
ging to a ridge along the.Royaf MUe between 
"* Edinburg Ca^le and Hi%roodPato 2 .TUrn 
right and you're in the New Tbwn, a grid of 
Georgian terraces and squares that remains 
the best example of 18th-century town 
planning to be seen in Britain. 


Take a hike 

One of the delights of Edinburgh is that 
the dty is small enough to be explored on 
foot The ideal starting point is Cal ton HilL 
a windswept summit scattered with extra- 
ordinary follies, with panoramic views 
across the dty. From here, armed with a 
street map, you can plot your intended 
route. You might begin In Princes Street 
before heading right and over Queen 
Street into the New Town's exclusive res- 
idential heart, where cobbled streets of 
stately old town bouses will lead you down 
towards the rather more Bohemian area of 
Stockbridge. You can then take a path back 
to the centre along the Water of Leith, fol- 
lowing a wooded gorge 100ft below the busy 
streets. From the west end of Princes Street, 
you could continue with your exploration 
by mming down King's Stables and skirt- 
ing the sheer cliffs of Castle Rock. This will 
take you to Lawnmarket and the Royal 
.Mile, the capital’s medieval artery. If 
you’re feeling energetic you might carry on 
to Holyrood, otherwise turn left across 
North Bridge for a scenic short-cut back 
to Princes Street Walking briskly you 
could do this circuit in an hour, but there’s 
enough to see and a sufficient number of 
good bars, restaurants and caffis to spin the 
expedition out all day. 


Cultural afternoon 

Hie National Gallery of Scotland on the 
Mound off Princes Street has an exhibition 
during January of Turner watercolours but 
the collection is worth a visit anyway, just 
to see Rembrandt's haunting self-portrait. 
The Gallery of Modem Art in Belford Road 
(which can be reached from the Water of 
Leith path) contains magnificent examples 
of the Scottish Colourists such as People 
and Cadeli. The National Portrait Gallery 
in Queen Street gives an intriguing insight 
into national character. Why do so many 
famous Scots, from James 1 to Bill Forsyth, 
wear expressions that suggest they’re sit- 
ting on a sharp claymore? 


Cate Royal (0131 556 4124) in West Reg- 
ister Street will be serving them on New 
Year's Day (as well as Sundays) in the as- 
tonishingly ornate surroundings of this fa- 
mous bar. Those suffering more seriously 
from the nighL before might prefer a brac- 
ing walk across Arthur's Seat to Dud- 
dingstone, where the old Sheep's Heid Inn 
(0131 656 6952) offers a massive Scottish 
brunch of eveiyihingyour heart could pos- 
sibly desire, from haggis to fried eggs. 


A walk in the park 

Few cities have an extinct volcano within 
a mile of their centre. Arthur's Seat rises 
to almost 1 ,000ft, with cliffs and lochs and 
wild glens that mimic Highland scenery. 
There’s a footpath by the quiet little road, 
or tougher routes across the crags. For the 
truly energetic, the views from the summit 
are breathtaking, stretching from (he bor- 
ders and the North Sea to the foothills of 
the Txossachs, with the city far below. 


long on the cake 

The castle's tiers of battlements have stood 
guard over the dty for 1,000 years. On a win- 
ter afternoon, when its towers cast long shad- 
ows over cobNed courts and wind is whistling 
through the dungeons, this is Edinburgh’s 
dark basalt heart, and no visit is complete 
without a glimpse into its splendid horrors. 


" ~tr- 


Another view of Edinburgh appears in to- 
morrow's Independent on Sunday. 


Window shopping 

Jenners is the only store worth visiting in 
Princes Street; an old-fashioned family em- 
porium with perfect service and a food ball 
full of Scottish specialities from shortbread 
to smoked venison. George Street is far 
smarter, with tailors, bookshops and wine- 
merchants alongside fashionable bou- 
tiques. Howe Street and Dundas Street are 
good for art and crafts, antiques and junk. 
In the Royal Mile avoid the tartan tat along 
the High Street in favour of unique small 
businesses in Cano agate. Where else could 
you hope to find a sporran-maker or a busi- 
ness dealing in old playing-cards, let alone 
a whisky shop where a single bottle can cost 
£7,000? 


CbecfeJn • 

The B riiririrajffl l 31 556 2414) and the Cale- 
donia^ (0131 459 9988), at either, end of 
PrmcesSti^e£ are the grandest hotels in 
town. .’tte.^Ediy*' has a touch more char- 
acter iftafethe r ornate THF flagship, but the 
suite that Sekn. Gonnery stays in will cost 
you £5&before you’ve even had a crois- 
sant. wft3fe - staihdard doubles are £209. A 


Lunch on the run 

Indigo Yard in Charlotte Lane off the west- 
ern end of Princes Street is a lively cate-bar 
with good snacks and a buzzing atmosphere. 
The Dome in George Street is almost over- 
whelmingly palatial - a former banking, hall 
the are of a cathedral with porticos and 
columns that soar above the tables. In either 
jdade a modest lunch with a glass of wine will 
cost about £10. Vfclvona & CfoBa in Ehn Row 
off Leith Walk is the ultimate Italian deli 
where yon will have to fight your way 
through caverns of salami, fungi and exotic 


A n aperitif 

Broughton Street is lined with pubs and 
bars, ranging from the traditional and cosy 
Barony to the hi-tech post-modernism of 
Baroque, where steel furniture and ice-cold 
lager reign supreme. Or. for “rear Edin- 
burgh. head north up Leith Walk to the mir- 
rored splendour of the Central Bar or even 
on to Constitution Street to brave Russian 
sailors, drunken songs and other louche ex- 
citements in the Port O'Leitb. 
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Demure dinner 

The Atrium (0131 228 8882) in Cambridge 
Street behind the Traverse Theatre is cur- 
rently the most exclusive spot in town, with 
new-style Scottish cooking in elegant sur- 
rouDdingsat the sort of prices that one might 
expecLStac Polly (0131 556 2231) in Dublin 
Street also has a Scottish flavour but at about 
£60 for two is rather more affordable. 
Around the waterfront in Leith new restau- 
rants are opening almost every week. 
(Fitz)Henry - a brasserie (0131 555 6625) 
in Shore Place - is as trendy as its name sug- 
gests but has a Michelin Red M and a set- 
price dinner for £24-50. Within five minutes' 
walk you'll pass a score of other places, many 
specialising in sea food and the majority far 
cheaper, that draw knowing diners from the 
dty centre every evening. 


Go to church 

For Calvinist ie penitence go to St Giles 
Cathedral in the High Street. The spirit of 
John Knox himself seems to flicker in the 
gloomy shadows of the ancient church 
where he preached his fiery sermons. St An- 
drews in George Street is. by contrast, a 
church of the enlightenment - airy, open 
and exquisitely designed. 


Lyceum Theatre. 


Bracing brunch 

Champagne and a dozen oysters are the 
perfect cure for any slight hangover and the 



NOW I KNOW I've found somewhere to stay in 
Edinburgh as special as the city itself. Timeless, elegant, 
inspiring... and a place I want to return to, year after year. 

In this exquisite mansion, I can relax, feel at home, 
be myself. This is my sanctuary. I’m often in Edinburgh, 
yet tired of hotels. So for me, a time ownership suite here 
was a natural choice. 

It’s full of beautiful things... fresh flowers, an antique 
bed, a wonderful Victorian chav-foot bath. 
And I can diinde my purchase into two 
separate breaks. So I’m free to enjoy my 
suite, and all that Edinburgh has to offer, 
whenever 1 want... 

To reserve a suite and arrange a personal tour of 
The Edinburgh Residence, or for more information, please 


return the form belouf or call us on 0131 226 3380. 


ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE 
YOURSELF... 


Discover The Edinburgh Residence tor 
only £165 for two people for 2 nights. 

This price includes a full Scottish 
breakfast each day and a personal tour of 
The Edinburgh Residence. If you prefer to 
fly to Edinburgh, we can offer two air 
tickets and pick you up from the airport 
for only £200. 



KE5IOENCE 


SEEING IS BELIEVING 


013 1 2 2 6 3 3 3 0 


I would like more information about The Edinburgh Residence 
Short Break Says Q Time Ownership Q 


fira Name 


Rearm to: 

The Edinburgh Residence, 7 Rothesay Terrace, Edinburgh EH3 7RY 

uo 


Full wrnien information Is available from the above address. 


. 
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Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


REAL HOLIDAYS 

“We think of all the wasted holidays before we found Ramblers" wrote a client 
returning after five holidays with us. From Britain’s Lake District throughout Europe to 
South Africa, N & S America, Nepal and the Far East, Iceland, Alaska and 
Australasia, our small escorted parties walk, sightsee, expire and even trek or 
cross-country ski, but most of all to the hills and mountains, the beautiful and 
interesting places, 149 different holidays, 2000 departures. All holidays cany a grade 
to reflect their ease or challenge. You can leave the planning to us, you needn’t look 
at a map, just get up and follow the leaderl Minimum age 16. Come and join us, 
we’ll make you welcome. Cali us for a brochure. 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS, BOX 43, WELWYN GARDEN, AL8 6PQ 

Tel: 01 707 331133 Fax:01707 333276 gj@H 

Established 1946 E-mail: ramhols@dlal.pf pex.com ^ 


Skiing Holidays 


Azores 



o man 


pawn. Corfu. Lrfkw- 
m«nt Ophilnuia. ZakyMhto 

^Duuiuiu^t Cnt A 

away from Hi* nunnsnram. 

private villas wrt* pools- bntris 
rocogra m beamed 
loaakKi by the ten and inland. 

0181 995 9323 

uiaviu: »toii« »no 


SPRING FLOWERS BroaihiaklnB 
vwwA empty baaetws. Obcow* 
Western Crate horn */c village 
houses TN0181 760 0879 ATCH. 
2757 AITO 



id 

Islsiuj of sanminB 

9025 AHn/AffL 


FREE 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 
AT LUNN POLY 


Free iasuraace with any summer '98 overseas 
holiday costing 099* or more per person. 
For details ask at any Loan Poly Holiday 
Shop or call ns on St 0990 81 II ltt 


twin Poly 


I belter u -ay to getaway 


AcpOw ra aunmarra owerwta wrfr a Amri tn gtup tan Hay octy. 

*EJ99 or mom per peown on lonQ tali rmlitay* CBriwosoonMiM mp 
any o8wr pcnmaSanal oBsr or PtsecMB, opptos » nan boomnosrny 
subject » midaMly- tliwa opon UovFfi M30. Sac*& Al ^ato dratgad a) 
uandaid nafcmaJ cal nee. Pul dewta hvbM* In rixipe. 


Like to meet 
new people? 


Where? 


•TijIVJDiiAl TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


SKI ATM OS. Patton. Skopdos. 
Alonteos. U&wm. Pares. 
Anttparos & Santorini. Supert) vil- 
las, apts & hotels. most with sm 
views Expert S friendly senrtce 
Irom SMufhQs Travol Ltd. now In 
our 20th yr.0181 940 5157 A1TO 
ATOL 1680. 


To find out, 
call far our brochure 


0181 951 2811 

Solos 

KKA.05&M iVrJUfr 


800 traditional French 
homes from £500 
(per property) for two 
weeks self-catering, 
Including sea crossing. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REF: F802 


CRETE, SKIATHOS. SKOPELOS. 
PereonaTood Villa Hobdays. 
Brach: 01689 877MB ATOL 2679 


QRECOFlLEHLOXENlAAvwydN- 

I merit choico ot hols S tor 
people who onioy all «p«ls o' 
Greece Atol Alto 01422 375999 
MAINLAND GREECE is many mag- 
nificent ^rvblWhM. moun- 
tain*. loresie to 8 ^ lw ‘V*.T£ 
choicD ot comlortaWe prtvale * 
las. collages and hotels ln ow 
magnificent new brochure voy- 
ages Mena 0800 783 9025 
AttOfAiol 

A QUIETER OPTION to Pa*». 
LefhAS Zakynthos. hatalonla. 
Pam. Sioupa and Crete AguaF 
tty selection ol private villas, 
twachsde apart ft smafl *““!*■ 

For out 1998 brochure call 0171 

233 5231 Greek Opltons ATOL 
4246 


Group Holidays 
for single people 


TUSCANY UMBRIA 

& Coastal Regions in Italy 

huJishr FTIracVfc, 
& Fannhwecj «eli 
MtaioVnc hx* 
T Courts 
FjccUcik knuWutp.- 
x. wr irah Atsl "Ui 
UcveiMndno 


4&r.T<- * 


Holiday Partes 

Holland 

Germany 

Qutfty hofltfey pwks m 
Hofaid and the Black Forest 
and Mosel ngM ot Genmny 

Phone 01502 502 605 


fQaOc 


JORDON. EGYPT ISRAEL TUoc- 
modu IdnerarleB . Cell Destination 
Rod Sea on OtBI 4409900 AHTA 
VD122 ATOL 3851. 


TUSCANY NOW 

T 0171 272 5*69 

V < ) 1 _ 1 2" 2 (■> 1 S -1 


Germany 


Diving Holidays 


Balearics 




Sunday 11th January 
The Independent on Sunday 
unit he featuring 

A Complete guide 
to the befit diving 
locations around 

the world 

within the Travel section. 

To reserve your advertisement 
call the Travd Team oru 

0171 293 2222 




VINTAGE SRAM: MaJlorcsn A 
Menorcun tamhousea wflh pools 
In unapafll ares*. new eaesL 
01984 Ml 431. ATTO ATOL 2787 


GERMANY - Dally Inn cost flights 
and hotel accommodation. All 
malar credit cards. Please call 
German Havel Centre 0181 428 
2900. AHTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 



Canaries 


WALK FROM YOUR DOOR in spec- 


tacular scenery ofrnpta Caatta In 
imspoIR La Gomera, Sip 2/4. 
£13Sp«L 01 7SB 822793 aOer 7pm 



Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vOage 
housae In umpoUed areae. Pun 
MM, ffydrlvw, escorted touts. 
8UNV1L 0181 847 4748 ATTO 
ATOL 808 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST 6 
Slovakia. Central pensions, 
hotels & opts. Cxsotnrs (01798) 
623689. 

CZECH REPUBLIC, Hungary. 
Poland. The Battle States. Slova- 
kia, Romania and Vienna. Wide 
choice of traditional quafity 
hotels, flexible duration short 


PORTUGUESE 


QnafltT vflhx Jfcmg the 
■nagDlflctnt uasttinc. and a 
■imqire MtacUan of manor bona 
■4 colligos m *■ dkc heart ol 
the ghrim. BncpaDi nmtrrdda. 
Mo« proferdes have pooH. 
MIN HO ALGANVE 

SINTRA AL8NTGJO 
Vt Hunbok Rood. London W6 BOH 
•TCLinr mw- rarorwa 


0171-385 4775 


CASA MIA ee. Save Honey I Book 
Diiectl Private owner* advertise 
hoflday homes. Ind Spain i Por- 
tugal. Col. Brochure 01484 
6861 IS 

S.ITALY-LECCE-PUGLiA. Flat bi 
recenttv restored neo-ciassic 
vUa. sleepo 2. available aH year. 
1M 00 39832 3S1 131 
APULIA All Sib Italy. Sc8y. Sardinia 
selected tarms hlla vtOaa apis 
pools 01894 722193 ATOL AJTO 
TUSCANY; SICILY- Select proper- 
lies In evcellanl locations, pools 
etc. Col Brochure 01539 43t 120 
AHTA V7333. 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Flexible By- 
drives to Tuscany & Umbria. 
Character BB accorn. Plus Scfly. 
Lakes and Cfttos. 0181 847 4748 
ATTO ATOL 80S. 




7 >iansTno'? 


Over the last 12 months 
readers of the Independent 

titles spent nearly £12 bill,on 

on travel arrangements. 

Source TGI T997 


BELLE PLAQNE. Private apL 
Colour TV. Dtetwrastwr- Sleeps 5. 
Adtacent pisio Avafl- Dec-Apnl. 
S^SSv.01Z77 214445. 


ARGENT1ERRE. Warm weteonw- 
catered chattn. ore vllUW. 
transp. gd rates Jan 01502 
78967*7 


BIG SKIING, SMALL V 1LLAOE8 . 
Lea Arcs. 3 VaBeyW Valmorol. 
Excellent ChalolsMototo .From 
£199! SERIOUS FUN 0171 405 
1018. 


tailormade 

SAFARIS 

TANZANIA & 

S. AFRICA. ' 
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0181 747 3108 .! 

Madwsier Brandi 

0161 8321441 

Ask for our 
ulaBjaumsyiMi — 
imnsB notna 16W 


sw “£ sc 2SI*??S 

Cirn iamata. Ecaaoor + 


loora a - 

nature iworvea. 0181 8*7 *>•* 
ATTO ATOL 806 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY TTallamd. 
Vtetnam. Highly flaable lows and 
Hydrins tor Indhriduato. 0181 847 

4748 ATTO ATOL BOB 


% The Independent*^ 

^when replying | 
adverts pJ 


or s,: - ipL ' 

/ u seal iv 

& ^ntbria 

19P5 Brcviicre-.T.u rc-.v: 


adverts / 


TmdUwnal caanrry 
vWaHipartmtnu with pool, 
ehamutg inornate hotels and 
flexible AMrnw holidays. 
■Grand Touring’. Painting and 
Cookery holidays plus short 
breaks to Florence. 

0181 995 9323 

ABTA1IU7 ATOL ISS2 UTO 


breaks, imdtf-centr* holidays. A8 
In one brachura. Irdra Travel 01 71 
3233305 ATOL 2392 AHTA V91 84 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages 
wtth pools In unspoilt North, 
Mtnho and Douro. near coast 
01954 261431 AITO ATOL 2787 
AHTA 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY Flexible fly- 
drives North to South. Character 
BB Fumades. Manor Houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 847 
4748 AITO ATOL 808 


Portugal 


--7 - ~x SIMPLY 

^ro\'\\. igft! 


n^kMMiBnvMrwk 

jMwHartoBBadnkrirf 

kak rmdpomah* aO aver AU 
ftsdnabig armory, from dw MUto 
•JOrAmraPrlumbmi 
Algarve. PtmM flexible 'Wandering' 

batUajn tmd Or torn**- 

0181 995 9323 

isntiiH utrLittiiiini 


SUMMER'S LEASES, handpicked 
Umbrian farmhouse holiday*. For 
96 brtK. TN: 0181 3330125. 



The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 


Simon Grider & Harriet O'Brien 


UlOJACAR - Mountain village over- 
looking Med. Dot villa In 3 quie t 
acres. 5 mir® beacWrasonjrante. 
Sips 6 (3 or * u * ta J?®^- 
kttth. aacon. Ians, TV. HIF1. 3 tor- 

races.Bdn,pooLC8IM^wJut»- 

Sept- Tel/tax + 34 53 478823. 

CyBLANCA MORAIRA. V»9 

8. s/pool. beach- 07000 781112. 

YEAR-ROUND ALTERNATIV E hoO- 
rtays. AlpulatTS region. Southern 
Soafci. Mognihcwil setting, moun- 
Sw, dBmata. pooL gardens, par- 
sona! d evelop mem courses. 
(0149^782720. 

CASAS CANTABRICAS HoBdays In 

Beaulttuj & Unspoilt Spam 6 rer- 
tugst Brach. 01 223 328721 ATTO 
VINTAGE SPAIN: Countr y hous e* 
with pools in unspoilt areas ot 
ComJunya and Andaluda. 01954 
261431 ATOL 27H7 ATTO AHTA 

SOUTHERN SPAIN. Lowly boarti 
house. Sips 9. Tet 01B92 E68 0B0. 



Escape the nuanstneam wbk ow 
mdque range of rand cottages. 

1 rim private pools and 
friauOy hotels. Pba oar flafUc 
"Wondering' programme, special 
interest kobdttys. pdet craoblg 
and Istanbul e tty breaks. 

0181 995 9323 

ABTLnSK 4T0L WO AITO 


THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


f 

\rilL 


For a unique 
range of reti/ holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 


For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or £4.23 per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT}, you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear in 
die Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday 1 0am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhull@independent.co.uk 
or lax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team. Classified Advertising, 

The independent. One Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EI4 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/ Ameac/Diners Card 

N.B. Private advertisers only (two properties or less) 
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UK Travel 


AT OVER 1200 LOCATIONS 




■Scotland Fran £107 ■ NorfoBc/Suffollc hair£11d 


• NOttuntNflartfnn £142 •WeStCOUntTY from £1 17 


• YOrtsNre Dales tram £109 


• Late District mm £115 


• PeaKDfetrtct Iran £136 


p=”5 rpc= 

DISCOUNTS FOR 
2 PERSONS 

!-j=:j. ETC. INCLUDED 



Ireland 


Scotland 


Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A MAGICAL choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry, 
Cork, Clare & Galway. | 
Free full colour brochure. 
RING (0*90) 851186 
Quote cwire iz4 Hr.) ] 
Cl Nurtur 

«:• wm 'x.rr .oil f- Imlasd. 

I’lFFT Ctrl'*. PU B.,.. M. 

Lmu Switiw. Ln,^aTT*. kti. 



101756 702200 


168 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE / 
toes open 9am-9pm SWl-FH 9an-7pm Sat 


L* 


Hjnd'pidtL-d cottage* 
ihroughout Bnuin. 
nvvMdc and 
^«unui<ide locations. 
Some nidi -wimming 
fX'H’l.. games rooms. 
Free colour brochure. 


Phont 0IS02 502 603 
Q-jcte C480I 


l K. & EMERALD 
COTT AGE IIOUDAYS 


rnm naam-mm 

scotbod. itorttniftertaad. 

I Mm Date. Paries. Witts. Ewt 
flndta. Kent sussax. CotnrokB. 

Donat SomeneL Devon 
Canranfl + tret&nd priew less 
tiw UK enn todoi&ig tgrrym 

01756 
702325 



Insertion dates: 

Classification: 

I enclose a cheque for £ 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic 

or debit my Access/Visa/Amex/Diners account by L 

Card No-- Expiry date 

Your Details: 

Name. 

Address. 


IT'S THE 

ONLY 

Brochure 

YOU'LL NEED 


■htrJ iiCC ijiulih aiiirapft In 
>-l a*** Irom ihroui^uim 
BI4JMI .1c IrcLinJ 


lM-*\ »,4 W prtn «l3l UckL 

! LUii I Jrom PPpa mxt aid 
Eta? prt Shfln Break per property 


01455 852505 


Cotswolds 


IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1998 
tfw premier etwee. 300 Individ- 
ual cottages all totiriot board 
approved Fannhouaaa and 
hotels, boating hoUdsys and 
hoes* *uwn canwana. Many wet- 
coma pets. Call 01502 560 888 
(24hrS). 

Hie Irish Landmark Throe experi- 
ence a unique holiday - stay In a 
medieval mMalure castle. Geor- 
gian Dublin paneflod mar chart 
house or octagonal Ughlhousa on 
the wflda of WWdow Hoed. 
Brochure Ph: 00 353 1 6628425 
(24hre) Fax: 8828187 unaH: 
tandmaik @toUe 


EMER.U.D COTTAGES 




IKIR PARTY OF 2 PLUS BRnr) 

cork, kpttv. catmv, Maya oare. 
Limerick. Wlddow. Waterford, 
wexfara. Tipoeranr. tmmgaL 
sago. Ofiav t BOM c o mm otL 

HEW 1998 nOCBIBS - OOT ROW 


mm. 


Country Cottage i 

in Scotland 

Exceptional hoKday 
properties in die most 


beaontd areas of Scodand. 

FREE IS PAGE BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 854133 
QUOTE SW210 {14 Hiv) 


IRELAND 



01455 852220 


SCOTLAND 








Isle of Wight 


Derbyshire 


HEATHROW M-95 par day. Free 
pnkfctg afler 1 4 days. Max cftmge 
ES9.30 up to 100 days Secure 
Parking 0181 8138130 


JANUARY SPECIAL 

i NIGHTS FROM £79 

Bed, Breakfxei and evsunfl meal 


Lei^e Boafrool hotoL 

entertauuuan. indoor pool. 


Huge choice or osaages, 
lodges, brmhowas and 
h oli d a y pcflo. 

Ideal for couples and 
families aB year round. 


?2Y M CUD AYS ONL'r 

£20 d epcnil 


iaa^g 


01455 85 25 45 


English Country 
Cottages 


An ureuvALLEfi 
choice in England^ 
loveliest areas. 
Free 436 page 
colour brochure. 
Kura 

(0990)891111 


iiaii 

I- r 1 



Jacam. sauna. 

•FREE CAB FEHKY' 
Sandringham Hotel 
Seafraot. Snndown. Isle of Wight 
Tel: 01983 406655 

3 Hights February 

from £79 


The Lake District 


Georgian Dublin 172ffs lerracod 

merchant house - original timber 
panelled staircase and Interiors. 
Sftustod hi the heart of Temple 
Bar. DubUn'a Cultural Centre. 
Brochure The Irish Landmark 
Trust Ptl. 00 353 1 6828425 (24 
hre) Fax: 6628187 e-mull; tond- 
marfc®toUe 

400 INDEPENDENT COTTAGES. 
Book direct with owners. Free 
Brochure - StUweU's 01271 


EdLobwgfa EH2 2JR 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAX 4 
bed sleeps 8, 2 buths, Brimming. 
pool A private parking, gym & 
sauna. W/and Friday-Monday 
£345, also some weeks avatabte. 
01688215314. 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE in quiet 
Dumfreisshlre conservation vfl> 
logs. Sips 6. Lg garden. STB 
Highly co m mended 5 Crowns. 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1898 cotow brochure. 
Phone now II 01 756 702213 




m mm m 


Wales 


Stop collecting brochures... 

5a^r/* jdsi&d./igp: memories 


IRELAND SpedaBsta. Choose (ram 
over 110 cotiages. 01458 852220 
(LI Cl 07) 


450 luxury cottages voted 
“Best in Wiles" with a 
welcome as warm as the sunshine. 

Coastal Cottages of 

Pembrokeshire 


^f^Don’t forget 
.in 7 to mention I 


s to mention \ 

Vj The Independents 

^. when replying % 


\to adverts 



Tel No: Day.._, Evening 


Signature.. 


rjsiaamRM 


Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILS) TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TQ SWIM 

01352 780503 

(M WESTER) FOR BROCHURE 



FOWEY/POLRUAN. Charming 
waterside coUages. Superb 
vim Central Hooting. Dinghies 
avaliable. Pets welcome 01579 
344867 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES, 
vase best ever hill colour 
brochure. 01 756 702201 

A FINE SELECTION ol Cottages an 
both coasts ol Cornwall and on 
Scffly. Brochure from ConUsh Tre- 
dMonai Canapes (0990) 134967 
7 day personal service 9am-9p<n. 

DEVON Specialists. Choose from 
over 430 cottages, 01455 B52S05 
IUC302) 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 

besl value codages In Devon 
(01271) 376322 

CORNWALL SpecialbQ Choose 
Irom over 350 collages. 01*55 
852505 (UC20S) 


WLLTHWATTE HOUSE. Winder- 
mere. Thombomnv Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms ensulte 
(some wtth Jacuzzi baths) Satel- 
lite TV. teamaking. Sauna, Tyto 
Steam Roam and haaled Indoor 
pool solely for our guests' use. 
ZnJghta. Scoutse dinner B&B 
incl.VAT only £99. 3nlghm only 
£130. Brochure- 015394 43B36 
LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01756 702208 


Norfolk 


NORFOLK BROADS Secluded 
lalrytafc cottage. River and 
lefaure centre dose by. Log nie. 
AvndaWe woektyrinld-weak/long 
weekends. 01803 7B*081. 

CLEY NEXT THE SEA North Nor 
loft. Happy lam tty holiday cot- 
tage: sips 9. 5 Mims. 2 cols. 
Wonderful views over marshes 
and brrd reserve to wa. Sale 
sndesod garden, mtp suttabla 
young ehtfdren. Dogs welcome. 
BBO. i.tannts. Ireezer. w.'mach 
ate. Fr C340pw. Illustrated leaflet 
01223252583 


Northumbria 


MJJAI, 


^IOJJHDHBRIA \\» 

cuteriu^ hgJ:Juv propertiev 

Durham Tjirtuyh 

r»,c LOLmto 1 

'l to the ScorJ.sh 

01756 
799821 
rrujjj.T. 


Tel: in I;;7 TfJ.'iTIJ.'fl 


II JT SMALL iusmiii IN WALES 

AWARD WINNER 1997 



'or 37? 
676446 


SNOWDONIA Coastline Ueyn 
Peninsula. Coastal & Country cot- 
lages A farmhouses. Nofyn Hod- 
days 01 758 720874. 

BARGAIN BREAKS GOWER. Idyl- 
He 17C tonnhouse enautte DB&B 
only £2l. Log ftresJlc bar . 01 Kg 
585640 


W' 1 1 s 



O I 686 625 267 


PEMBROKESHIRE. Award winning 
selection ol Rwslily^firsMWy 
priced cottages. 01238 

881207-Coast & Country Cot- 


morthumbfua byways Sic Coj- 
tagea. Lovely iocs. 0122S573337. 
SUPERB coOnges. Northumbria. 
York Dales. Lakes, Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 01244 346700. 

wnwlMuo.uk/gykes 


For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 



BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants, Lux boats. (01258) 
703691. 


BRITAIN'S BEST Sdf Drive Nar- 
rowboat Holdays. Widest choico. 
Bosliinws vary welcome 1W 
01905610097. 


NORFOLK ; SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Cottages J998 colour brochure. 
01756702205 

NORFOLK/ Suffolk s/c properties 
quafliy a keen prices. No charqa 
lor pets. Coast 8 Country Ha%- 
days. 01953 604480 Fax 604885 


LAZY DAYS AFLOAT. Award-wm- 
nlng canal boats throughout 
Btltela Early booking offers. For 
Brochure Tfei- (0121)4452909 


The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT SpoctaHats. 
Chooco trom over 2&a cottaoes 
01455 Ma505(UC2tMl 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience 
near Ludlow. 3 night breaks from 
EW.CotOur Broctc 0ISS4 823209 


We aim to provide readers of The Independent 
with the best travel pages of any newspaper. 
So how do we define best? Most entertaining, 
distinctive, informative, accurate and innovative. 


Simon Crider & Hornet O'Brien 


wales Specialists. Choose from 
onr 370 cottages. 01455 
(UC203) 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 

for West Country 
setf-carerlng. 

Hu ge varteiy cdorer 450 
combes houses, eras a hn 
vtvkfly described A nr nued 
Colour brochure 

01647 433535 

■wuouUkhp* au*Jha|pu_hotaaia 



THE INDEPENDENT 


Newspaper PubBshing pie 
(Bgrels fhai although every 
reaswabie precaution Is taken, 
no responsibility can be 

accepted lor flights and'or 
*oorriTTKidali 0 n offered 
through these columns, or any 
toss arising therefrom. Readers 
are advised to take ai 
necessary precautions Wore 
entemg into any travel 
arrangements. 
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5/COMPETITION 



THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 27 DECEMBER I9«7 


*;lefs get together and do it again 


STTZiead. Boys ^ the key to Beach BaHs. d,e travel pages’ annual frivolity 


IVe been all around 
this great big world 


V>- 


3 REEN CHANNEL 

V _ I l-fnrnnvilplv 


Fun, fun, fun — for the 
travel pages’ traditional 
seasonal competition 
this year, we celebrate 
the beach, and the Beach 
Boys, with a singalong 
quiz. 

Answer the 23 questions below, 
pm iwt* us with your tie-break, and 
you could be in the running for 
a couple of the freebies we have 
received over the past year but 

cannot accept. First prize is an in- 
flatable sun bed, second prize a 
special pair of Oscar + Dehn eye 
shades (ideal for long-haul fli ghts 
to Californian beaches): these 
lucky people, plus three run- 
ners-up. will win Lonely Planet s 
USA Phrasebook , containing cru- 
cial information on surispeak (eg 
surfer's nipple - wear and tear 

caused by wave action - and TV 

parking, where a space for your 
T-bird becomes available just 
when and where you want it - so 
named because it only happens 
on TV). Wouldn't it be nice? 

The questions are arranged 
into several groups, most of 
which can be answered with 
reference to a compilation of 
Beach Boys greatest hits and a 
good map of the US - except 
questions 13. 14 and 15, which 
may oblige you to interrogate 
someone with vague recollec- 
tions of the Sixties and Seventies. 
But in a spirit of seasonal gen- 
erosity. everyone is allowed one 
“wild card" answer - write “God 
only knows” beside one question 
and it will be marked correct 

Californian and other girls 

The first five questions in this 
section concern the song “Cal- 
ifornia Girls”. It features the 
geo-sociological strata of fe- 
male society in the US, includ- 
ing (a) Midwest farmers’ 
daughters; (b) Northern girls: (c) 
East Coast girls; (d) California 
girls; (e) Southern girls. The an- 
swer to each is from (a) to (e). 

1. Which group keeps their 
boyfriends warm at night with 
the way they kiss? 

2. Are hip? 

3. Really make you feel all 
right? 

4. Knock me out with the way 
they talk? 

5. Comprise the cutest girls in 
the world? 

6. The West Coast has the 


a) San Andreas fault 

b) sunshine 

c) smackhcads 

7. And what sort of bikini is dug? 

a) British 

b) French 

c) 1 tsy-bilsy-teeny-weeny-yellaw- 

polka-dot 

“Skirling USA” 

8. Which County Line features 
in “Surfing USA”? 

a) Orange 

b) Essex 

c) Ventura 

9. Which beach doesn’t feature 
in “Surfing USA"? 

a) La Jolla 

b) Brighton 

c) Pacific Pallisades 

10. Which of the “Surfing USA” 
beaches in the Los Angeles 
area is furthest north? 

a) Redondo 

b) Manhattan 

c) Sunset 


“I don’t know where, but she 
sends me there” 

11. Where were the cotton- 
fields? 

a) Over in Oklahoma 
bj Across in Alabama 
c) Back in Louisiana 

12 . If you travel 100 miles west 
of LA. and 50 miles east of De- 
troit. you end up with; 

a) Heroes and Villains 

b) Barbara Ann 

c) Little Honda 

13. Which zoo features on the 
cover of Pet Sounds'! 

a) San Diego 

b) Regent's Park 

c) Central Park 

14. Is Sirtoa 

a) A legendary surfers' beach be- 
tween Los Angeles and Santa 
Barbara. 

b) The 1957 Plymouth car first 
driven by a 17-year-old Brian 
Wilson. 

c) The acronym for Staten Island 
Rapid Transit Operating Au- 
thority - not a surfers’ par- 
adise. 

“I can't wait to get back to 
the States” 

15. In which London venue 
have the Reach Boys played? • 

a) London Arena 

b) Crystal Palace Bowl 

c) Shepherd's Bush Empire 

16. Which Radio 4 travel pro- 
gramme is named after a Beach 
Boys song (or is it the other way 
round)? 

a) Going Places 

b) From Our Own Correspondent 

c) Breakaway 


17. Which Welsh valley is cele- 
brated in the song “Help Me”? 

a) Rhondda 

b) Wendy 

c) Dee 

“I get around” 

18. When faced with the prospect 
of driving up and down the same 
old street, do the Beach Beys get 

a) bored 

b) bugged 

c) buggered 

19. “Drinking all night, got into 
a fight" - but around which town 
did the crew of Sloop John B 
roam? 

a) Nassau 

b) Nantwich 

c) Naples 

20. Most of the Beach Boys 
recordings are on the Capitol la- 
bel, whose headquarters fa- 
mously resembles a stack of 
45rpm records. But where is it? 

a) Los Angeles 

b) San Francisco 

c) San Diego 


“We'll all be gone for the 
summer" 

2 i. The last name of one mem- 
ber of the Beach Boys is the 
same as a Dallas airport. 
Which? 

a) Brian Wilson 

b) Mike Love 

c) Bruce Fort-Worth 

21 “Well have fun, fun. fun 

tai..." 

a) Her daddy takes the T-bird 
away. 

b) Emission control regulations 
agreed at the Kyoto convention 
prohibit wasteful cruising in 
large cars. 

c) The flight home on Virgin At- 
lantic arrives at Heathrow with- 
out fully functioning under- 
carriage. 

23. Finally, from which song 
does the headline of this quiz 
come: 

a) “Good Vibrations" 

b) “California Girls” 

c) “Lady Linda" 

To enter, write your answers in the 
form la, 2c, etc, then tell us in 12 
words or fewer (or more, if they 
are especially entertaining) which 
is the best beach the Boys never 
broached - and why. 

Send your entry to Beach Balls, 
Travel, The Independent, 1 Cana- 
da Square, London El 4 5DL, or 

e-mail to trawl@independeriLco.uk 
to arrive by Friday 9 January. 

Usual Newspaper Publishing 
pic rules apply. The /rave/ editor’s 
judgement is flawed but finaL 


RED CHA NNEL 

Rules that you may find surprising 

“All UK residents planning a holiday in the 
Channel Islands should note that caravans 
and camper vans are prohibited on the 
islands" - Condor Ferries 1998 brochure 
(available from 01305 761551). 

“Please note that for medico-legal reasons 
we regret we are unable to provide travel 
health advice over the telephone" - British 
Airways Travel Clinics (call 01276 685040 to 
find your nearest branch). 


“Tunes shown in timetables, schedules or 
elsewhere are not guaranteed and form no 
part of this contract. Schedules are subject 
to change without notice" - EasyJet 
conditions of contract (0990 292929). 

“All Inclusive Holidays: We and all hotels 
reserve the right to confiscate identity cards or 
bracelets from guests who misbehave or abuse 
the All Inclusive board basis” - First Choice 
Summer Sun brochure (0161-745 7000). 



aspired by the Beach Boys, 

' ■' . oa might want to get your 

-^•Surfboard for a New Year dip 
■ ■ 'fe' ' ‘ i our coastal waters. But 
*' ews from Surfers Against 
^ewage (SAS) will make you 
[.link again. 


Unfortunately, current water 
quality standards only apply 
during the “bathing season” 
which runs from May to 
September. Outside these 
months sewage is often left 
untreated. Even during the 



summer, however, our sea-; 
have rather a murky 
reputation. Three hundred 
million gallons of sewage are 
discharged into the sea every 
day via outfalls around the 
British coastline. 

The most common 
infections caused by this 
pollution are ear. nose, 
throat and gastrointestinal 
complaints! - Hepatitis A has 
also been shown to be a 
health risk to recreational 
water users, as well as ME 
(extreme fatigue syndrome). 
There are, of course. 

standards. But only 13b ‘nit of 

763 statutorily monitored 
bathing water* reached 


“recommended status in this 
year’s Good Beach Guide 
compiled by the Marine 
Conservation Society t MC S }. 
Add to that the tael that 74 per 
cent of sewage- related illnesses 
reported to SAS originate 
from beaches that are given a 
“pass’" by the government, and 
we really arc in ii up to our 
necks, so to speak. 

Compared with the rest ot 
Europe, Britain's sewage 
record is dismal. Most British 
beaches failed to meet the EC 
Bathing Water Directive's 10- 
year deadline to clean up its 
act. and Britain has been 
prosecuted by the European 
Court for two years running. 


So is there mi way out of 
this mire? Yes - and it’s quite 
eaw- Jersey, Wiles and 
Yorkshire have all installed 
year-round ultra-violet 
disinfection systems, which 
SAS and MCS say should be 
standard for all coastal areas. 
This system is so effective 
that SAS insist that if you 
want to take a dip in British 
waters, it is safer to swim in 
the outflow of Jersey's fully- 
treated sewage plant, than on 
Mime of Britain's beaches. 

Surfers .Against Sewage Q1872 

55JMU/ 

Sue Wheat 
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covered from just 
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Ring the Insurance 
Hotline on 
0800 551 881 

quote special reference 
1NT918. Attemativety com- 
plete the coupon and 
return it to: 

Independent Annual 
Holiday Insurance 
Offer, FREEPOST, 
General Accident, 
Glasgow G64 1BR- 


i Address. 


.Postcode. 


I rosu-iju r - 

I SEND TO: Independent Annual Holiday Insurance Offer, 1 
1 FREEPOST. General Accident. Glasgow G64 1BR. i 

JQ m> o««w Hs-rjajiar PuMSfti^ &tf^itoJMe^TNT^T£ j 




THP LK, n.f DCwntMT 


™E INDEPENDENT 
Saturday 27 December i«»97 

6 M 


6/SKIING 


Yad Moss: 
the St Moritz 
of the north 


If youVe looking for 
skiing close to home, 
search no more, 
writes Joe Gilbert The 
Cumbrian fells around 
Alston, just a 45- 
minute drive from 
Carlisle, are often 
thick with snow ... 


The old market town of Al- 
ston, the highest in England, 
gets cur off for a day or rwo 
most winters due to snow. 
These conditions have been 
exploited by Carlisle Ski 
Centre. The company runs 
a popular ski-resort at Yad 
Moss, eight miles east of Al- 
ston on the B6277 road to 
Bernard Castle. 

“Most British skiers head 
for the Alps at the first op- 
portunity,” Paul Wensley, 
company chairman, says. 
“But it dawned on us how 
perfect conditions are at Yad 
Moss. We usually get snow 
on and off from November 
through to February. The 
constant cold and often the 
lack of wind keep the snow 
surface perfectly intact" 

Yad Moss is a steep, 
SOOm. fell in one of the 
most remote and beautiful 
parts of the country, right in 
the heart of the area David 
Bellamy christened “Eng- 
land's last wilderness”. The 
dramatic Pennine landscape 
is dotted with the remains 
of old lead mines and iso- 
lated farmhouses. The only 
visitors tend to be migrating 
curlews - and skiers. 

Winter sportsmen began 
renting the fell from a local 
farmer a few years ago. Now 
the slopes have a drag-lift 
which can tow 500-skiers an 
hour up the steep. 600m gra- 
dient. The hum of a fell-top 
generator breaks the glacial 
silence and hauls 30 visitors 
a time up the icy incline. 

“We’ve got four ski-runs 
of different lengths and gra- 
dients,” says Paul Wensley. 
“and can comfortably take 
300 skiers, though we’ve 
been getting more in recent 
winters because conditions 
have been so good.” 

The entrance charge is £8 
per day including all-day 
use of the ski-lift with a 50 
per cent reduction on be- 
coming a member of 
Carlisle Ski Centre. When 
you consider the cost of a 
flight to Switzerland or Aus- 
tria, you can see why Yad 
Moss is doing good business. 

There’s also a rough and 
ready quality to the place 
which is distinctly refreshing. 
Foiget chic, apits-ski bars 
and designer casuals. At Yad 
Moss, it’s more a case of shar- 
ing a flask with a Cumbrian 
hill-farmer getting away from 
his sheep for a few hours. 

Yad Moss is open every 


weekend of the season, con- 
ditions allowing, and the 
centre ruts a phone-line giv- 
ing up-to-the-minute infor- 
mation on the outlook for 
skiing. “Snow-falls are so 
heavy that the centre itself 
occasionally gets cut off,” 
Paul smiles. “But snow- 
ploughs are available to 
dear the approach roads if 
necessary so access isn't 
usually a problem.” 

Because Yad Moss is so 
remote from large centres 
of population, local ac- 
commodation also tends to 
be of the homely kind. This 
again is an attraction to 
the visitor who realty wants 
to get away from it all. 

The picturesque village of 
Garrigtll is the nearest com- 
munity with comfortable 
bed-and-breakfast available 
at the onty pub, the George 
and Dragon. Next door, the 
village shop doubles as a Post 
Office and also has several 
rooms available for.B&B. 

Garrigill is a good base 
for a weekend’s siding at Yad 
Moss with onty a few min- 
utes’ drive between the two. 
The scenery is breathtaking 
with the dominant slopes of 
Cross Fell, at nearly 3,000ft 
the highest point in the Pen- 
nines, providing a moody 
back-cloth to the run. 

A few miles north-west of 
Garrigill Alston straddles 
the South Tyne and is an- 
other convenient base for a 
weekend in the snow. Alston 
is itself a lovely old town 
complete with steep, cobbled 
high street and quaint mar- 
ket cross. It’s straight out of 
Catherine Cookson and re- 
cently made an ideal setting 
for the filming of Jane Eyre. 

Alston has several pubs 
offering good B&B accom- 
modation with dinner avail- 
able in some. Rates are low 
in this remote spot and 
B&B in a family house can 
cost as little as £12 per per- 
son. You’ll pay onty a cou- 
ple of pounds more at the 
Blueberry Tea Room on the 
comer of the market place. 
Built in 1603, its beamed in- 
terior and low white-washed 
ceilings are a delight. 

Here the excellent cui- 
sine includes local delicacies 
like Alston and Cumberland 
sausage, sticky toffee pud- 
ding and the obligatory full 
Cumbrian breakfasts. These 
gigantic fry-ups would fill 
most people for the day, but 
after a couple of hours in 
the snow- fie Ids of Yad 
Moss, don’t be surprised if 
you feel like another. 

Phone the Cariisle Ski Centre 
(01228-561634) before trm'- 
eBingioyad Moss to ensure the 
outlook is suitable for skiing,, 
for details on accommodation 
and transport phone the Pen- 
rith Tourist Information Office: 
01768-867466. 



Chamonix has always been nirvana to the Kurt Cobains of the ski world, but it is now adding customer friendliness to its repertoire 

The one-horse town tackles tourism 


Quirky, down-to-earth yet 
spectacularly thrilling, 
Chamonix is for serious skiers, 
writes Jane Slade. 


The sudden rush of adrenaline begins 
long before arriving at the top of the 
cablecar. For me it starts just past the 
exit to Sallancbes, off the Autorouie 
Blanche. That’s when the glorious 
moonscape of lofty, barren peaks 
comes into view. My pulse continues 
racing up the tree- and river-lined 
mountain road towards the village of 
Argentine - the nirvana for snow- 
boarding Kurt Cobain lookalikcs and 
home to Les Grands Montets, one of 
the best ski areas in the world. 

The magnetism of the Chamonix 
Valley, whose ski areas are strung out 
over a fragmented 20km, stems not just 
from its infinite variety of breathtak- 
ing scenery, or even its reputation as 
the climbing and skiing capital of the 
world. Here, there’s an intoxicating 
sense of freedom. 

Just an hour’s drive from Geneva 
airport, Chamonix sprawls, large and 
lovely, at the foot of Mom Blanc. True 
to its quirkiness the town itself radiates 
from a central square and hasjust one 
set of traffic lights. It is worth taking 
time to slop and stare here, especial- 
ly at dusk when the glorious string of 
mountains turns lustrous pink. 

In contrast to the neighbouring Ital- 


ian ski resort of Cnurmayeur. where 
Vivaldi and Versace set the tone and 
style, the streets of Chamonix ring 
more of heavy metal: elanking iee axes 
and ski hoots. Fashion gurus and 
foodies will be better eatered for 20 
minutes over the herder, except for the 
Auberge du Bois Prin restaurant near 
the town centre, which offers fine food, 
a fabulous wine list and home-made 
beetroot crisps. 

Chamonix is for those who live to 
ski. which Is why it attracts so many ski 
bums. They come from all over the 
world, living in rabbit warren-sized 
apartments or camper vans. For years 
the valley has drawn eccentrics, rebels 
and misfits, many of whom came for 
a holiday and never went home. Yet 
the line is dearly drawn between na- 
tives aad immigrants. For example, 
membership to the Cornpagnie des 
Guides de Chamonix is via a local birth 
certificate, which shuts out all foreign 
high-mountain guides, and many 
French ones, too. Rivalry is also intense 
between the official French ESF ski 
school, and private ones. Even the in- 
dividually run ski areas have their 
squabbles: for the second year running, 
one of the big five is boycotting the val- 
ley lift pass system. 

Not that the visitor would be aware 
of any of this unless he or she wants 
to hire a British high-mountain guide 
or ski in Les Houches, which has the 
best artificial snow cover in the area. 
But the legs of the first-timer will ex- 


perience a culture shock, especially if 
they have been nursed on the begin- 
ner slopes of MeribeL enjoyed scream- 
ing along the empty motorways of \&1 
d lsere, and rested in the cosy bostel- 
ries of Zermuil. 

Chamonix is not renowned for its 
nursery slopes, giant motorways and 
guest-pampering qualities. Of course, 
it has all these things, including a ski 
club for liny tots and a night-skiing 
slope at Les Bossons. hut as Iain 
Cleaver, marketing director of the lift 
ci uiipanv Salal admits: “We know this 
is not a family mountain.” Those who 
can’t cut the mean terrain find solace 
on the kinder slopes of Courmayeur. 
a pnpular line-day excursion lor Cha- 
monix refugees. 

And no wonder. Where else in the 
wiirld (.an you find yourself staring 
death in the face within III minutes of 
setting down a glass of y in chain I - as 
you may if you take the high traverse 
at the top of the Boeltard gondola or 
the Foil hullo chute to the left. 

But Chamonix is not all serious 
sleeps, ft « iflcrs many less terrifying yet 
thrilling experiences, not least the 
longest run in the world The 22km Vhl- 
lee Blanche is reached via the spec- 
tacular Aiguille du Midi cablecar in the 
centre of town. This off-piste run is 
nn uv of a visual sensation than a phys- 
ical one. although your pulse may race 
as you walk over the narrow ridge at 
the beginning. 

The skiing is easily managed by in- 


termediates. who can enjoy a scenic turn to the Lognan bowl from Pendant 
cruise through a wide-open glaciated without having to scramble up the hill- 
lake overshadowed by wicked white side. Also the stylish chalet-refuge 
spires. The only trouble is that the ter- which occupies a remote spot over- 
rain is punctuated with crevasses. A looking the Argenticre glacier on the 
favourite storv told here is about a chap Variance Hotel trail is being revi- 
wbo fell down a crevasse, but when his talised, and will open this winter as a 
friends lowered a rope to get him out restaurant, later offering accommo- 
someone else came up instead. da Lion. 

The smaller, linked ski areas of Le Chamonix may have been slow to 

Brevent and La Flegere are more suit- react to market forces, but finally it 
ed to intermediates, as are the lovety, seems to be getting its act together, 
long, tree-lined runs of Les Houches having discovered the concept of cus- 
further down the valley. Here you will tomer sendee. A little more friendli- 
find Chamonix’s best motorways, ness would be welcome, but devoted 
which are only spoiled by the long drag pilgrims love its old-fashioned, pio- 
lifts to get you back up again. neering quality, and the fact that it 

Less confident skiers should head hasn’t sold its soul to tourism, 
for Le Tour, a bus ride up the valley 

beyond Argentiere. which, although it Jane Slade paid £99 to ffy Swissair from 
can be a bit blustery, has gentle, wide- Heathrow to Geneva, and stayed at the 
open pistes ending up at a smart four-star Auberge du Bois Prin (00 33 
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restaurant cabin by (he cablecar station. 

Most good skiers never venture off 
the Grauds Montets, where couloirs 
drop right down to the village of Ar- 
gentiere and where, from the top of 
(he mountain, a cascading off-piste 
theme park beckons. With the promise 
of snow-making cover being extended 
over the next two years, even more of 
this giant will be skiable for longer. 

Millions of francs are being spent 
on a five-year plan to improve facili- 
ties. Already a new wind-resistant 
gondola has replaced the slow, three- 
man chair. New this year is a 2Qm-long, 
Sm-high tunnel to allow skiers to re- 


450 53 33 51) in Les Moussoux, Cha- 
monix, for £80 per night (two people, in- 
cluding breakfast). 

Many tour operators offer skiing 
holidays in Chamonix. If you wish to 
organise your own nip, die closest air- 
port is Geneva. EasyJet (0990 292929) 
has just begun flying from Luton to 
Geneva for fares starting at £115 return, 
including taxes. British Airways ( 0345 
222111) flies from Gatwick and 
Heathrow, and Swissair (0171-434 
7300) from Heathrow. 

More information: French Govern- 
ment Tourist Office, 178 Piccadilly. 
London W1V0AL ( 0891 244123). 
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Las Vegas g Canyonlands 

4» las Vegas Hoover Dam <8* Grand Canyon 
4* Verde Canyon 4» Montezuma Castle 4 Sedona 4 Scottsdale 


* irom 

£599 





C ombine the glamour of Las Vegas and the awesome' 
scenety of Arizona's canyonlands. En-route vou'U visit 
the spectacular Grand Canyon and enjoy a memorable 
roil journey through the isolated Verde Can von. You will aJso 
have a chance to extend your -stay in Scottsdale or the vibrant 
city of San Francisco. 

IBE ITINERARY 

D*S /.- Fly from London to La* V^. Creek Canyon before arriving in 
On arrival transfer to your hotel for Sedona for one night. 

rwo nights. 5.* Enjoy a train ride through the 

Day 2; Full day at leisure in Las Vegas, spectacular Verde Canyon. Afterwards 


HIGH ROAD 

This mi 'n ill. Qiinujs celebrates the balf- 
ccmury of its “Kantian »o Route” between 
London and Sydney. When it was inau- 
gurated in l ^47. the world’s longest sched- 
uled air route look three-and-a-half days 
and cost the contemporary equivalent of 
E37.IK10 in first class. Today both time and 
price are mere fractions of the original: 22 
hours, and £5,765.40 (including a range of 
taxes which did not exist 50 years ago). The 


flight time is set to be cut still further, with 
a new track over the Himalayas and west- 
ern China, which should give you about 
50 minutes less time to enjoy the service. 

LOW ROAD 

If you want to take a really long flight these 
days, you could take the Philippines Air- 
lines 723 from Heathrow to Manila - about 
14 hours in the air. Bul. for Australianbound 


travellers, the advantage of changing 
planes in the Filipino capital could be con- 
siderable. The airline has just introduced 
entertainingly low fores for the April-June 
low season. From 16 April, a return to Syd- 
ney (or Melbourne, or Brisbane) through 
Austrayd (0171-734 7755) costs £535, with 
an optional stopover in M anila. Two con- 
ditions: the fore applies onty if two of you 
are travelling together, and Sydney-bound 
travellers must pay £2 environmental tax. 


Departures: April - November 1996 


For more information please call 

0990 230033 

or fax your details to 01&1 559 2S35 
or alternatively return the coupon 


Return scheduled flights from London 
UK airport departure tax 
Baggage handling at hotels 
Services of a tour escort in the USA 
Hotel taxes 

5 nights accommodation 
Transportation as per the itinerary 


Day 5: Journey to Lake Mead for die 
awesome Hoover Dam Continue to 
die South Run of the Grand Cany o n 
for one night. Watch the sunset over 
thss magnificent landscape. 

Day 4r Visit the Grand Canyon a gain 
before heading to Flagstaff. Continue 
to Walnut Canyon and on to Oak 


head to the ancient cliff dwellings of 
Montezuma Castle before continuing 
to Scottsdale for one night. 

Day 6: Check out oF the hotel and 
transfer to Phoenix for your flight 
home, (unless you extend your stav in 
Scottsdale or San Francisco). 

Day 7: Arrive London. 


St. Catherine’s Monastery & Petra 

visiting St Catherine’s Monastery and the Rose Red City of Petra 

Lvnyenicnl I'traliun of the 4-star Coral Hilton 7 nirtb+c ^ me 

in Nuweiha makes it possible to combine the * m 6 ntS nDm 3^)15 DEPARTURE DATES & PRICfc 



Please return the coupon below to: Travelplanners, 
FREEPOST MB1949, Orpington, Kent, BR5 5BR 

j Pte« « farther w, «fa TravripL^ Lu 


: Mn'Mra’Misa 
I 

! Address 


Tour Code GLAS 


larcul 


Surname . 


PosKode . 


1C3MPLANVE3S 


HoM ,MC ' d 1 li,,n 1,1 the Loral Hilton 

Hotel in Ninveiha makes ,t possible to combine the 

fascinatincsitrt.g St Catherine’s Munastervwiththe 

, i Pe,ra , Thtf j"umey i$ further made 

l h ° ''I' ‘v ? ? h . Al rl in ’- s ^ht from London 
Labi n k In Has al-Nokah arid the regular ferrv serv- 
ices immNuwejK,. h 

mG 'i* inirnt ' n ‘ ;i;S with a four-flight stay at the 

LinjlHiliunResiirtalNutsviha.Thjswillbenirbiise 

Mh f. >r reUaUon r,n the KVd Sea o to enjoy the 
ourvisit to St Catherine's Mon- 

SSlaft h?C.»i^ >the | r r ,tW,nal - XCur5i - ns t0 

K-ri t M V i. ured 1 ariyrin - ,Jn bay 5 transfer bv 
1 1 ?nd travel north bv road to Petra 
the ncx ’ 1 *ree nrg£ 
thS C ,l h ? y fl l Petrd W ‘H visit various areas of 
US ?? 001 mdlJ dedland make optional 

S ii • e f^ 1 and Wadi Rum - ** of 

retrSJST 4 fl m ^£ rence of Arabia’. Cm Dav 8 

aiUirt ?rVh Urn i^’ Nuweiba and continue to the 
airport tor the return journey to London Catwick. 

The Petra Inter-Continental Hotel 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Mondays-perperson m twin 
1997 - December 29 £545 
1998 -January 5 . 12 . 19. 26 £5 15 
„ F‘*™ary 2 . 9 . 16 . 23£515 

March 2 . 9 . 16 . 23. 30 £ 545 . ApriI 6 . 13£545 
Single room supplements 50.00 


Tariff tadndeRatt i»aiBj»rtahon .4 

Unal Hittonwilh breakfast, 3 
board, tntr 
■pent. Ups 


0171-6161000 

w 


m 



m t 


rooms each has private facilities, air-con- 
dihonmgTV’anil minibar. Other facilities 


VOYAGESJUUE5VERNE 

- 1 Dorset Square, landon NW 1 6GG 
Iravd Promotions LhLABTA VI 661 AT0LSS3B 

Internet bttpaft*ww.vfv.co 4 ifc 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
27 DECEMBER 1907 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


i 


TakeOff 


TbkeOff 


Take 00- 


Take Off 



Because we think the world of you ... 


Unequivocal projection againsJ airline insolvency - CAA approved 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


(excL taxes) 

SYDNEY 

PEKffl 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

S8EAPQRE 

BALI 

BEUNG 

TOKYO 

-ftrjwsoo based on 


£318 £499* 
£338 £611 
£385 £659 
£374 £679 
£231 £385 
£244 £409 
£236 £385 
£303 £446 
£240 £329 
£303 £449 
2peopb wanting 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

LAS VEGAS 


Otetay tajn 

£134**£165 
£139 £165 
£157 £191 
£169 £225 
£182 £225 
£182 £225 
£225 £225 
£175 £245 
£277 £332 
£209 £225 


MEXICO CITY £25 

INDIA £18 

JffBURG £27 

CAPETOWN £32 

HARARE £32 

NAIROBI £23 

DUBAI £18 

CARIBBEAN £30 

GENEVA £8 

AROUND THE WORLD 


ora My eun 

£2S1*”£288 
£187 £319 
£271 £352 
£327 £352 
£327 £415 
£239 £368 
£186 £235 
£302 £302 
£89 £96 


TRAIL 


T i ttte IL* 1 

UK MU W S n 


ERS >-)- 


worldwide attention to detail 


THE TRAVEL 


X P [ * 7 S 


QANTA S/BRITISH AIRWAYS TO AUSTRALIA 
FROM £611 RETURN 
A CHOICE OF STOPOVERS AVAILABLE 
PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night trom 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £29 • AFRICA £31- PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR Hffff FROM £20 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR TAILORMAOf WORUIWBE AND NOfflH AMERICA BROCHURES 


rgntres arc open (Mon-Sal S-Spr, - TJiurs 9.7pm * Sun - 0-6pm 'Mcr.-Fr. Iran: 2 Jan 9-7pm 


hotew-c^^. 




For the real towdown on omrMwtde 
travel, TraOSodefS Is year one stop 
travel .stop. 

Traiffoders offers more km cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can taQor-mafce your very 
own package with up to 65% discount 
on hotels and car hire worldwide- 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFJf.'DEfl MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-93S 3356 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 IXn ABTA697D1 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel: 

FUsi & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Corn Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 Sauchieftall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58 Deansgate 
worldwide Travel: 

First & Business Class: 


LONDON W8 6FT 
0171-938 3366 
LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON W8 6BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHASi B4 60S 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


Traiifinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


A / 10 Richmond Rood. Kingston, Surrey KT 2 SHL 



0181 547 3322 

ABTA A9256 ATOL 3355 IAIA All hin ocIiiim of ovpon <om 


BROCHURE HOTLINE 


USA & CANADA 


0181 546 4545 0181 546 6000 


Special Interest Holidays 





New 98/99 
brochure 
out nowl 

«M8pn^w|liiiM| tollli|«TbiflliMnB» 

• cultural Tours •Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • wilderness Safaris 

• Major Treks • seatreks 

• River Journeys • Tallshlp voyages 

Over 170 adventures In Europe, Greece. Turkey. 
Egypt. Middle East. Africa, India. China. Japan. Asia. 
Americas. Aus/HZ. 8 days to 6 weeks. Prices from 
£345 to £3450. 

Call for brochure 4 Q _A. a.a. 

» 01252 344161 

Explore Worldwide (M) 

Aktersfxrt, GU111LQ T,'l 

Fully Bonded ATTO/ATOL 2595 

nnpV/‘m\w.exp/oreca.uk 1 


Okavango 

JOURS A 5AFARJS 


Corsica 


SIMPLY 

orsica 


The Mediterranean 't bnt-hept 
secret. an island of glorious 
beaches and spectacular 
motaitains. toanntUhed by mass 
uarittn. VWat with pools, seaside 
cottages, mountain anbergn and 
ayhih betels, pha flexible ' 

' Wanderring' kobdays. 

0181 995 9323 

•RtllHT 0UII«: A (TO 



Activity Holidays 


Action Packed 
Holidays in 
the Med and 
Caribbean 





Corsica 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


★NriyVark 


★Bfftian 


Inn £159 ♦ Toronto 


Iran £l 65 ♦ Mxmoral 


frun, £149 


from El 59 



L0990 329 326 


Lints Open: Mon-Fri Sam-Bpm. Sal 9am- 5pm. Sun (Oam-Spm. 
U tm » ig* -w xn ■a£-i*ci m rut,* jrpr or. 

Fira tar Hdttp 9 A^to lid UT» VIWO Mil J» IM\ 


FOR THE BEST 

WORLDWIDE 

HOLIDAYS 



^ETLINE- 

DUeocnted liter l» »!( dalitieHent 
SPAIN .-.irX£9 USA ir, (,£119 
PORTUGAL 79 CARIBBEAN 1S9 
CANARIES 39 S. AFRICA 30) 
ISRAEL 1D9 CANADA 119 
GREECE 99 INDIA 799 
CYPRUS 139 FAR EAST 31) 
SKI FUGHJS 7) AU STRAL IA 399 
SPECIALS 

,frtl«n ilJVOCAilK'vSJVTM; iTTt 

TlFiT I lHH 


»I»n:a f+r ATOL 1 


FLIGHTSEATS 



0990 239904 



Air navel- Eurostar tickets - 
low cost tnvri insurance - 
adventures 

I AT A Accredited 
ring or agent i for 4701 


peeks, fragrant phw forests. 
ayeoA dess rlmrv natrrfolb 

and beautiful secteiM beaches. 

Snail A Fnendlr Auberges 
Mountain Inns Classic Hotels 
Peach! pie Afurnnenu 
Pi ware Villas Fly-rlnv* Cy'lmg 
S/i Humbch Road London W6 BOH 

*v» 1IU r>«* «-■- r.Wl MIC! S83 


0171-385 8438 WL01242 240 310 


Biocnuio line 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
UWLEEAST AFUJCA 

THRIFTWAY 
t$i TRAVEL 
S 0171 -490 1490 


France 


1 / 1 save MONEY 

- BOOK DIRECT? 
2,000 PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 
Chateau) • Vdtas S Farm Houses 
marry with pools 

• Cottages • Studios • Apanmems 

• Family Hotels » Mottle Homes 

• Bad & BreaHaste • City Break* 

All regions of France 
free 31* pg Cdw 0<rv:raiie 

Tel: 01484 682503 

httpiftwww c heinous com 


TWO BUQ1C ISLANDS TO PAINT. 
Inspiring coureeo. March m 
Majorca. May/Sept In MulL 
hmlemoR School of Painting. 
01681 704201 


TENNIS HOLIDAYS In tfw sun af 

the Johnathan Mart son Algarve 
Tervds Centre. BeeuWul location. 
All ages A standards. Special 
weeks In Marrakech. Colour 
Brochure 0171 4600600 (24 hra) 


CORSICAN PLACES. We spe- 
cialise In Corsica. Lovely villas 
wfth pools, cottages by the sea. 
medieval village houses & care- 
lu By selected ho fate. We know the 
island better than many resi- 
dents. Very friendly personal ser- 
vice. AITO. ATOL 2647. Our 1998 
brochure now available call 
01424 460046. 


, — ”77-. 

I jib LV" 


France 


BUNGALOWS APT- pool, Seev«w. 
beach, travel help. 01624 636660 


.vFB Hoiidev-i Lid ilMDi 
1 Chcllenhjm GLSO 3Fp _ 
hup www vibhois go ul. 

VOYAGES I LENA - yes Corsica *s 
wonderful • and wc do have ihe 
wklesr choice ol pnvaia vflue 
cottages and genuine hotels in 
lovely scenery See our magniii- 
ceni new brochure IWOO 7H3 
9025 Alto Aid 







France 









In 



3 
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IfORIIMHDY 

Gifts de Fiance 
cottages 
Q ScIr-catcrioK 
Q Choice of L20 

Q Best locations 



CALL NOW ON 

0990 134 748 

quoting ref. code 9B1DCP 
O* SEE 

TOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AC*NT 
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01922^25705 


France Travel Advertising 
also appears nn page 4. 


pre fio't L'ffcC 


01242 240 310 


VFB HyiiOuvs LIO llNDl 
C rertenriam ol r .O U S 

htlp rt-wiV vlbliCdf. lC ut 


VFB Hol'd A*. Ltrt lINPl 
i. r.o i ■ i.n . n . OLt-e 3FB 
mip 'witw vtbhoto :r> ul- 


\tnut%e 

z^rrzznfie 

7 Ik- lincy ■</ 

comp---, hnnhute *th! 
til Us With P»rl> 

Cl • x>. rhr Fn-ncfi d" 
hit a /mb' 

New 1 ' w 8 colour brochure 

hkffnmr 

guimvi; I'lF+ei 

01455 852 235 


VINTAGE FRANCE Farmhouses 

with private poots In Ridden 
South- WC4L 01954 SI4H AITO 
PROVENCE & COTE D'AZUR 
Select ton Ol qoaKv prupcrlies kw 
4-14 people- All year availability 
From C9i»-r4«lpWL 01 IB 402620 
S.W FRANCE. Quality «Ua& & etf 

tages. manl with pools Countrr 
slde • nr beaches Francophile 
Bonded 015.04 31600 


iBtatfa £H tnstk - £57 

hffc a Mil £51 

Sa flM a 

PMf - £377 Sbwot. £371 


Qlgvy £199 Dm £197 

BBBMiBBBSiWfc 

JKaaa £57 JUpw 07 

Mat 07 tamn.&l 

bran £99 fcpo 07 

£57 M £M 

Batata- £117 tataaky 1113 

Cantata £129 Kan Of 

Ptabt — £197 £559 

For aH ymr UV COST KMBHMB 
ICHMTBiam 
pint • Car Hoe O Airport Hors* 
• Airport Parting # InAirance 

CALL NOW FOR OEMS Of 





AUSTRALJAl 

I FARES FROM| 


f * IUEVJ ZEALAND I 

‘ no 01420-88724 p 5 FARts 




£647 


osa \ 


u 01420-88380 


a 0171-287 5559 


CLAIM AO A 

I FARtU FROfYl 1 

£240 

: C T U U N 


£348 

a 01420-80828 IroSiW. 

nFrDY£476.-,| 

la 0171-287 55581 


SOUTH AFRICA 

FARES FROM 


2 01420-80828 1 £382 


20171-287 5535 


I Xmas Opening 


^ WE FIX IT AU. 

-Top quality, lowest scheduled fares 
■ Accommodation, budget to luxurious 
-TaJlormade itineraries & sightseeing touts 
•Cat, Cam perron hire, coach ft rail touts 


h 1 


omceuur appoiNW^QaivmMCEMT 

12 High Street Alton, Hants, GU34 1BN I 
373-375 The Strand, Inndon WQR OJF 
52 Regent Street. London, WTR6DX ^59 U BTAiS 
FAX: 01A20-BVB3 or 001497 2923 or OT7V2SJ «S32 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 



Lcr.dcn-Bangkoft-Sir.naparc-Jaiiarta-Sybniiy-AucWand-Los Anrjaics-Lonclon 
incl.six month Australia *ml sic month Naw Ztaland bus aa-.i from £39S 


! EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 0J61 834 ON* (Manchester) 
EUJWSnfcM7?3M0MJ 

? ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 3S1 6160 
| li;tadrefcudMM.a»P(JBn«ipimRdSWr’ lIGnfe- Si M. Union. 

« Far a lira eapy of THE SUIOE call 0X71 361 4UJ klip .'/•••.pOLraxLcavIc 


10*004, MAWJCTK SUWON UES* WUCARIL, OWW. CAUMlOCE. BffllTOL 8SSHT0* _ STA TRAVEL 


Australia S NZ I USA & Canada I Worldwide I Q1 ^*S6B 300 
I 0171 757 24£0 ■ 0171 757 2000 I 0171 757 24 441 Ds.Iy ?.m> - 10pm 


Best Value: - Air Pares - Car Hite - Hotels - Insurance 

177/178 Tottenham Court Road London WIP OLX 
*ti Are* ve n* 4 «a w waaatNW* AI ama -r»o»ui 

c i taaOuros & owttr a*- ww BOW* 

ATOl 2W Ml* ABTA DOtOA/VWOO . .V'' 


Greece 


WAKE UP 
TO THE 

- «EAL 
GRfiECfit 

NTSP DESTINATIONS ’. 

• Corfu - Kutiiopr A InUmi. ‘ 
Sia Siej.tnou Kommne 
• EteunJe on Crete \ 
* \iioihltos ou Zobynthos 
we still tr<WX>oviiioa»oiMi ;• 
. waopes on Rhodes How Leme. ; 

Porgo. LOfkQOO »W Zovunthos ■ 

■ ana con nc* anange pameng 1 
noUdoijs m LM*os ana Holpt. .. 
sailing nohdoye oft Leftaaa . 
one romondc v»Qd*)0S in . 
unoos OwvadBkynivtUK 
£r oporrmeres are only ■' - 

apnoneoaUa^u T 


\DIRECT\ 

[KEZ^Lxj 



Greece Travel 
Advertising 
also 

appears on 

page 4. 



Escape the m a inst r e a m and 
experience an Island of stunning 
landscapes and team 
hnxpitaUsy Cowry outages, 
rdlat vti* pools. fuLitt 
ap artment s and fannl?-rm 
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WASHINGTON £159 
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HONG KONG £390 

SYDNEY £549 

ZURICH £90 
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PARIS £57 

AMSTERDAM £57 
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BEFORE YOU BOOK 
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boutiques than you could shake a credit 
card at, while Ottawa. Canada's capital, 
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on the Ottawa River. Outdoor lovers 
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forgetting simply superb fishing in 
Northern Ontario. 
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$2 Canadian to the pound - why wait 
any longer? 
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A compost corner that reeks of defeat - 
but don't throw in the trowel just yet 


Mistakes in the garden don’t 
matter so long as you learn 
something from them. 

Anna Pavord looks back at the 
tribulations - and triumphs - of 
the year. 


The whole of the gardening year sits on 
our compost heap, each stratified layer as 
telling as those of an archaeological dig. 
Unpicking the heap, to spread compost 
thickly between all the currant and goose- 
berry bushes, I am forced to confront once 
again the mistakes 1 made, the plants that 
died and the monster hogweed that got 
away from me in the study border. The 
hogweed's thick, hollow stem is still un- 
rorted. I bet its seeds are, too. Next 
spring Til have a chorus of baby hogweeds 
sashaying down between the rows of fruit 
bushes, crooning “Every time you say 
goodbye, we die a little". But aol enough, 
unfortunately. 

Plastic plant labels turn up with melan- 
choly regularity. That's a double trouble. 
In the first place, I should be organised 
enough not to put plastic on the compost 
heap. Then there are the ghosts of the plants 
themselves, hovering over the labels: 
Catananche caerulea. Antirrhinum molle , 
Tansy “Isla Gold". Gone, every one. Cold 
is what did for the snapdragon, I would 
guess. It's a species that grows naturally in 
Spain and Portugal but in our winters it 
wobbles on the edge of hardiness. Damp 
probably killed off the catananche and the 
tansy. 

So, as I’m cutting down the sides of the 
heap, and heaving the rich, dark, crumbly 
fruit cake mixture into the wheelbarrow, 
the compost releases memories of things 
I've forgotten. Like the little variegated 
myrtle “Glanleam Gold” that I swept up 
in a garden centre. It dazzled me. 1 had to 
have it. Where to put it was a secondary 
problem. 

Myrtles are used to having that effect 
on people. The common one, Myrtus com- 
munis. was one of the first foreign shrubs 
to be brought into this countiy. It came from 
the east in the 16th century, when gardeners 
were mad about “greens”. ‘Glanleam 
Gold’ cropped up in an Irish garden as a 
chance seedling of a different myrtle, now 
called Luma apiculata and is a much more 
recent arrival Each of its neat, small ever- 
green leaves is edged in cream, subtle but 
ravishing. 

When 1 had brought it home, I consulted 
the oracle (WJ Bean’s Trees and Shrubs 
Hardy in the British Isles): I sat, Buddha- 
like, in various parts of the garden testing 
for draughts, which myrtles don’t like. Hav- 
ing found a spot on the bank that seemed 
safe equally from north or east chills, I dug 
in plenty of grit to improve the drainage 
and planted the dear myrtle, pressing 
compost sifted from the heap round its per- 
fect rootbalL 

Then this summer, sailing along the 
south coast of Ireland, we moored off Yhlen- 
tia Island, hired some bikes and. quite by 
chance, found ourselves zooming down the 
entrance drive to Glanleam House, where 
a peeling sign had advertised “Garden Open 
Today”. Buried in the subtropical Glanleam 
jungle, wc came across the original ‘Glan- 
leam Gold’, the very tree that Colonel Uni- 
acke, who then owned the place, had 
shown to the nurseryman Treseder just 20 
years before. From that one tree comes 
every single 'Glanleam Gold' that exists here 
or anywhere else. 

Unfortunately, mine doesn't any more. 
Exist, that is. Not my fault. I promise you. 
A sycamore inexplicably shed a branch on 
it and the remains were loo sad to contem- 
plate. The perfect rootball joined the rest of 


the year's victims on the compost graveyard. 
But the more I karat about myrtles, the more 
obvious it was to me that .out on the bank, 
‘Glanleam Gold' was anyway unlikely to have 
staggered through the chill of a winter. 

So, did anything go right this year? Yes, 
it must have done, or 2 would have thrown 
in the trowel by now. Or is it that the very 
act of gardening makes an optimist of you? 
Gardeners spend less time dwelling on past 
failures than on future possibilities. 
There’s always another season ahead. This 
time, spring will be balmy. Rain will 
Come on cue to water the newly sown veg- 
etable seeds. There wOi be no sneaky frosts 
in May. Autumn wOi be long and lan- 
guorous enough for the dahlias to dazzle 
even into November. 

But the fact that no thing iscitr the same 
for two years running is what mai 
dening so engrossing. You bob an< 
with the weather, you sniff what’s in the 
wind, you begin to retrieve some of the 
messages sent by your instincts, or the 
few poor remnants of them that are 
left. “Getting in touch with yourself", 
the great cry of the Nineties, isn’t 
about instincts. It’s about narcis- 
sism. 

Mistakes don't matter pro- 
vided you learn something 
from them. What I learnt 
from the myrtle was that 
even down here in the 
South-west, where, for 
plants, the living is sup- 
posed to be easy, this myr- 
tle needs the extra 
protection of a walL My 
common myrtle is plant- 
ed against a west wall, 
where it does well, flow- 
ering in summer with lit- 
tle white powderpuffc of 
flowers. I'm not going to 
buy another ‘Glanleam 
Gold' until I can give it 
the same advantage. Or 
I could plant it in a pot 
and make sure It at least 
spent its winters some- 
where reasonably pro- 
tected, from sycamores 
as well as cold. 

You can learn from 
things that went right, 
too - even if they went 
right only by default. In 
the week before Christ- 
mas, when Siberian 
winds were piling snow 


When I planted that mahonia. 1 was 
thinking how it would look next to its neigh- 
bour, a late summer flowering Hydrangea 
\ilIosa. I was thinking that an evergreen 
shrub would be a good thing to hold the 
space when the hydrangea's big leaves 
dropped off in autumn, i was thinking about 
a succession of Dowering times, the mahonia 
picking up the baton, ax it were, from the 
hydrangea and handing it on. in turn, to the 
May-flowering viburnum on the other 
side. 1 was not thinking how it would I*n*k 
from inside the house on a dreary, snowy 
December morning. 

The lesson has been learnt. In winter. 
. because you spend so much more time in- 
side looking out on the garden than you 
do in the garden itself, it is worth 
arranging a few 


_ f-iuof handkerchief. In the 

TuIipapuklxBa;**™* 



more 


, happenings like the mahonia. If 

Iterc had been a .all where .he mahonia *tat bulbs. Gu il t agaial®^ ® ous ™ g gen ta petals washed oeerw^l. 

is. a jasmine would have given Ivme? 
feet. A winter flowering cherry. Pmnus emptying a pot of old compost-IiMf* 

hirteHuAummnafc. might do. too. - [ eI me down. This last 

thoueh the colour of the spring, flowering un- 

der the pergola I had 

the unsurpassed 

■Weber’s Parrot’, 
each flower as 
outrageous as 
an lStfKen- 
rury fop' s 


flowers wou 
lost when 
sin* 


'^Thfcautunm I planted 15 differeitl^ds . 
of tulip in tin garden. Many ffle 

where they do betterto mdhr 

ssssaeqat 

=SS55SsC=S ; ' 

ers elegantly feathered m red. Next ytSar. 
is going to be the best yet. 



against 
the win- 
dows, shame- 
fully, I got the 
car stuck at right 
angles across the lane. 

The bumper was embed- 
ded in snow on one bank, the 
boot rammed into the snow on 
the other the wheels spun merrily un- 
der me. getting nowhere. The hand brake 
gave up, exhausted. 

When 1 finally got home, I stumped 
crossly upstairs to change. Framed in the 
landing window, exactly where I needed it 
at that moment, was the mahonia ‘Lionel 
Fortescue' in full shining glory on the bank 
opposite. The jagged leavt 
the weight of snow, but the spikes of yel- 
low flowers, arranged in bunches at the tip 
of each upright branch, had managed to slay 
free of it and were burning like little torch- 
es against the monochrome backdrop. 
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‘ ECKMAN ’ PRUNING SAW 

ONLY £9.95 INC P&P 

This “Eckman" Pruning Saw really is a cut above the rest! 
Its ergonomically designed rubberised handle incoiporaies 
a superb quality S" long blade manufactured from the 
finest SK-7 high tensile steel and chrome plated tor extra 
durability. The special design and structure of the teeth 
dramatically reduces friction, enabling straight oml accu- 
rate cutting and provides a sharpness similar to that of a 
razor. Its smooth, effort-free back-cut action means -tafer 
and faster pruning every time - The blade can be locked in 
position or folded back in to the handle for protection 
when hot in use. You can boy this excellent pruning saw 
for just £9.95 including p&p - thats a saving of £10 on the 
RRP of £19.95! 
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CUTTINGS 


Bacteriological warfare 


Kenneth FitchetC writes from 
Corscombe in Dorset about 
problem pyracanthas. which 
have disappointed him for the 
past two years. “Rowers have 
given way to dead, black clusters 
of stalks and heads where there 
should he red berries. My 
neighbour's orangc-herried 
pyracamhu has laid on a 
magnificent show, protected 
from marauding blackbirds by a 
home-made scarecrow. Is there 
anything 1 can do wiih mine lo 
ensure I gel an equally good 
result next year?” 

This sounds like fireblighi 
{Erwinia amyhevra), (hough Mr 
Fiichett does not say whether 
the problem is affecting foliage 
around the flower heads, which 
is what you would expect with 
this disorder. Fireblighi is a 
bacterial disease which affects 
trees and shrubs belonging to 
the big family of the Rosaceae 
(that includes apples and pears 
as well as pyracantha and 
o 'tone aster) and it is much more 
prevalent in the south of 
England than the north. 


The bacteria is carried in on 
rain (or inadvertently on 
secateurs) and settles on 
pyracantha flowers while they 
are blooming. It turns them 
black, but the infection then 
usually spreads into the iwigx 
themselves, causing the 
surrounding leaves to wither. 

There is no treatment except 
the rather drastic one ol cutting 
out the infected growths, well 
hclow the point ;<l which the 
disease has taken hold. But it 
seems odd that Mr Fiicheti's 
pyracantha is refusing to set 
berries at all. Fireblighi usually 
attacks parts ol a plant, creeping 
eventually to infect the whole. If 
the foliage is entirely healthy, 
and only the flower heads 
affected, then fireblighi may not 
he the answer. Blossom wilt, 
which looks superficially the 
same, usually attacks only fruit 
trees. Could this be a new kind 
of blossom wilt which, like 
fireblighi, infects other members 
iff the Rosaceae? If spraying 
with a copper fungicide clears it 
up. then the answer is ves. 


When, last year, I first wrote 
about Easion Lodge, the 
Edwardian Countess of 
Vtarwick’s garden in Essex, 
restoration wax already under 
way. guided and inspired by the 
new owner. Brian C'reasey. The 
garden, originally laid out bv the 
designer Harold Pao in 1H07. 
had fallen into almost terminal 
decay. With the help of 
volunteers. Mr C'reasey has now 
attacked the Italian garden 
wrenching saplings from its 
formal balustraded pool, and 
remaking the stone containers 

where water lifics once floated. 

hen light and air were lei back 
min this pan of the garden, 
seeds that had been lying 

dormant for years sprang up: the 
giant tobacco plant 
syhystmn he large-leaved vine 
iritis coignaiae) and manv 
mallows. 

Thu garden reop,; ns in 
February when there are sheets 
of snowdrops fluwering in the 

Japanese glade. The forgotten 
gardens ol Easton Lod^ are at 

Little Easton. Great Durnnow. 


Essex (01371 S76979) and 
are open daily (llam-6pm) 
from February to October, 
admission £2. 

Propagating plants, by sowing 
seed or taking cuttings, is not in 
itself complicated. But 
remembering what plant should 
best be propagated when is too 
much for most gardeners to 
remember without a prompt. 

The Complete Book of Plant 
Propagation (Mitchell Bcazlev, 
£19.99) tells you just what you 
should be doing (once you get . 
tnc hang of the symbols). It 
explains how long you have to 
watt, too, before roots are likely 

jo have developed, and how 

»ong after that you will have to 
watt before the cutting is well 
enough established to plant ouL 
vejust learnt that cuttings 
taken from side shoots of yew 
will never make leading shoots, 
uiat explains the oddly squat 

hec£c S ° f 80016 yCWS m the Qew 
Anna Pavord 
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A rural 

melting 

pot 


Only a couple of spectators were 
privileged to witness the latest 
performance of Andy Ball’s fiery 
furnace - but a great show it was. 
Snow lay all around, the flue 
began to hoot and boom like the 
QE2 trapped in fog, and the roof 
caught fire in the middle of the 
action, so that everyone went 
away well satisfied. 


A word or two of explanation. Andy is a 
quietly spa ken, genial Bristolian, burly and 
bearded, and a man of many skills, not the 
least of which is playing the banjo. He is 
well known in west Gloucestershire as a mu- 
sician, performing in blnegrass mountain 
bands and acting as an impresario for coun- 
try mask: in general. 

By training and trade he is a carpenter: 
he did a stint working for a packaging firm, 
then taught woodwork tor five years in the 
Fcwestbf Deah.'Whenlns marriage broke 
op in the Eighties, kavinghim with no mort- 
gage to service and no real need to work, 
he acquired.an old gypsy caravao and went 
on the road in Dorset and Somerset - an 
experience that left him -fascinated by 
horse-drawn carriages.- and caravans m 
general. 

In search of work as a carpenter, he 
rented.workshops on the back of the old 
brewery in the village of Uley, near Stroud, 
and settled down there to build horse- 
drawn caravans on traditional lines. His cre- 
ations arc works of art, no less, intricately 
painted on the outside, and models of com- 
fort within^ 

The wheels consist of elm hubs, oak 
spokes and ash felloes (pronounced “fel- 
lies”), or rims. The upper works are of soft 
wood, the bowed roofe beautifully lined with 
pine. Inside there are bunk beds, a table, 
a chest of drawers and a miniature, cast- 
iron stove. 

His practice is generally to build a wag- 
on to his own liking, and to live in it until 
a buyer comes along. The last one went for 
£7,000, and if you place an order now, he 


NATURE NOTE 


Ivy, being evergreen, is a symbol of everlasting fife - the reason, 
no doubt, why the plant is Inseparably entwined with Christmas. 
Yet, whh its creeping Inbit and poisonous leaves, it seems a 
rather sinister and mysterious form of decoration. It can 
certainly be toxic if eaten in large quantities, and one hears of 
horses lotted by it Yet deer browse on it with relish, especially 
in cold weather. It is often fetal to trees - but not because (as 
some suppose) it drains away their fife-blood. Lite most plants, 
it gets nutrients through its roots, and when it grows up a 
trunk, with hundreds of suckers dinging to the bark, it is merely 
* 



Meltdown: Andy Ball's fiery furnace in Uley, Gloucestershire 


wifi deliver a model to your specification 
in about six months. 

When the recession bit, in the early 
1990s, Andy moved on to making old- 
fashioned hand-carts - and it was these that 
led, indirectly, to his present venture. 
Needing cast-iron wheel-bubs, and finding 
that no major foundty would make any for 
him, he heard that an old foundry-man in 
toe nearty village of Cbm, recently retired, 
had equipment for sale. 

Hence the splendidly Heath Robin- 


DUFF 

HART-DAVIS 


sooian apparatus now installed behind the 
Uley brewery in an open-fronted shed of 
conugaied-iron bolted to a four-by-two 
framework. The furnace is basically a ver- 
tical cylinder, double skinned and tbickly 
insulated, about IS inches in diameter and 
seven feet high, open at toe top. 

The method of operation is hardly hi- 
tech. Wood is used to ignite a fire of coke 
in toe borfotn, and an electrically driven 
blower is switched on to fan the blaze. The 
raw material - literally any old iron, but 
smashed-up lorry brake-drums for prefer- 
ence - is tipped in from the top along with 
the combustibles. 


“We get it going like stink,' 1 explained 
Andy, when I arrived to find the furnace roar- 
ing. “Then we chuck a charge of iron in, and 
when it starts running out molten from toe 
bottom, we know it's up to temperature." 

His commission, that day, was to cast 
three-pound iron pigs for Chas Wight, the 
brewer whose Old Spot ale circulates 
freely throughout the area. The moulds - 
wooden boxes packed with a mixture of 
sand and coal-dust - sat on toe ground be- 
fore the bellowing monster. Beyond them, 
a separate gas burner was heating up the 
huge, two-handled ladle which would 
pour the liquid metal - because unless that 
was at much the same temperature, toe 
molten iron would explode on contact. 

Suddenly a cherry-red trickle started to 
leak from the hole at the base of the fur- 
nace. “There goes the first charge," cried 
Andy. “Beginning to melt now." He leapt 
forward with a ball of clay on the end of 
a stick and rammed a bung into place, stop- 
ping the flow. Then he opened a flap high 
up on the side of the furnace and tipped 
in a second charge - a plastic sack con- 
taining 31b of coke, 381b of iron and I h z lb 
of limestone, which acts as a flux. 

“Six minutes to go,” announced Ills as- 
sistant, Grant. He and another colleague. 
John, were wearing goggles, gloves, long 
aprons of chrome leather, and spats made 
of the same material, which made them 
look like Napoleonic soldiers. These, 
Andy explained, were to protect them from 
firing gobs of molten iron. “Sometimes it 
starts running all over the place: splash- 
es can drop through the lace-holes of 


using the tree as a convenient support. Danger comes from the 
feet that its dense mass of leaves greatly increases what 
foresters call the tree's sail area, raising wind resistance to such 
a degree that host and parasite are liable to be blown over 
together. Yet ivy has its uses: its foliage offers good habitat to 
small birds, harbouring thousands of insects for them to eat, and 
its berries make excellent food at this time of year, when other 
lands of wild provender run short. 

Duff Hart-Davis 
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your shoes and burn your feet away.” 

One minute to melt-down. John and 
Grant grabbed toe long handles of the la- 
dle, which itself was glowing red-hot on the 
inside. With 30 seconds to go, the roof of 
the shed went on fire. Its timbers began to 
crackle merrily- but the pace was too hot 
for anyone to bother with that peripheral 
conflagration. 

As his helpers held toe ladle in position 
beneath the exit hole, Andy poked away the 
clay bung: Out gushed a stream of molten 
iron, incandescent red, beautiful, terrify- 


ing. In seconds toe ladle was half full of liq- 
uid seething at 1,400 degrees centigrade. 
Lovely patterns writhed on its surface - “like 
elvers in toe river", Andy said. 

The doughty assistants poured steadi- 
ly into one mould after another, and down 
in toe blade depths five little pigs instant- 
ly solidified. These early models will go out 
to the brewery’s favoured customers as bar 
ornaments, but later specimens will prob- 
ably be sold in limited editions. 

If the foundry were geared up for full 
production, toe meltdown process could be 


Photograph: Tom Pibton 


repeated all day, with charge after charge 
of iron dumped down the furnace. Andy 
may start casting wheel-hubs for his own 
use, or engineering parts for paying cus- 
tomers ; his intention, certainly, is to develop 
toe venture into a money-making concern. 

Uley still, thank goodness, has a thriv- 
ing village shop and post office. It also has 
a- primary school, an arts centre, a small 
restaurant and a brewery. But now, also, 
it has a fiery furnace - and that, surely, is 
a sign of vitality that any village would wel- 
come. 


Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 

to someone 

YOU 

DONT LIKE. 


If you cdl your 
ghifiiend, 
wttt she chink 
less of you? 



When you have a problem, it's the 
most natural thing in die world 10 want 
to talk it through with someone. 

Sometimes, chough, dlls creates 
another problem who’s the best person 
to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a close 
friend. But let's face rt. we don't always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of tact, diplomacy and 
discretion. Tell one person, and you may 
end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able 
m calk to someone in your family. Then 
again, you may be one of the large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 
embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, 
great. But sometimes we don't want to 
expose our weaknesses to chose who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is 


the very problem you want to discuss. 

That's where The Samaritans can be 
useful. Were more discreet than your 
best mate, we'll listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boyfriend, and we’re as 
sympathetic as your family. We're also 
non-judgemental. unshockable. and 
extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90. 
and you can e-mail us on 
jo@samaritans.org or visit our 
homepage at wwwaamaritans.org. 
We're available 24 hours a day, every 
day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing 
up the walls before you call us - any 
kind of problem, big or small, is a good 
enough reason to pick up dm phone. 

Call now. Ybu'll find we're 
remarkably easy to talk to. 

The Samaritans 
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10/WALKS 


In search of the modern pastoral 


A rural walk, an invigorating 
intake of fresh air - tis the season 
be hiking. But, writes Richard D 
North, what does the countryside 
am °unt to today - and how does 
this resonate with urban life? 


For some people, a walk in the country is a 
^rtofradkalismanbyitsel£TTieyrra 
that the National Trust was co-fbunded by 
a Ruskmite clergyman wbo led the first mass 
trespass in the Lake District. And then they 
recall the romantic socialists of the north- 
ern cities who went out on to moorland and 
braved the gamekeepers there. 

Probably most people who take up the 
Ramblers' Festival of Winter Walks offer 
of routes, guides and company to help work 
off the Christmas torpor will do so for sheer 
pleasure, and perhaps with a bit of what the 
English rightly are shy of callin g the “spir- 
itual”. Not going on the walks but imagin- 
ing them is beady enough. Here is Cookbam 
Dean (and thoughts of Stanley Spencer) or 
Buckinghamshire's Burnham (meet “end of 
Beeches Road, Famham Common”). Any- 
one wi thin a country mil e ought to try to 
make the Abbey do re, Herefordshire event, 
beginning at the only roofed Cistercian 
Abbey in southern Britain. I am sorely 
tempted by Souldrop, Bedfordshire, simply 
by the promise of its name. 

However, wherever people walk, they 
will find a terrain which actually is in hot 
dispute. Is that neat new crop of houses a 
disgrace? Should it have been built in tbe 
joke vernacular (veiy successfully adopted, 
by the way, in some infill near Abbey do re)? 
Can it be rigbt that there is a small indus- 
trial estate in this field? Why on earth aren't 
there better car parking arrangements at 
this beauty spot? Why are there any at all? 

William Waldegrave, one-time Green 
minister, has been writing in tbe Daily Tele- 
graph about how messing about with the 
middle classes' extended garden - the 
countryside - may yet turn out to be New 
Labour’s AcbQles’ heel Increased urbani- 
sation as we abandon the traditional fam- 
ily but instead spawn more than one family 
each, or none at all, will indeed impose 
tremendous strain. 



Perfectly formed: the Cotswolds epitomise the middle-class attitude to the countryside as an extended garden 


So what else is new? Every generation 
has mourned the passing of the countryside 
of the day-be fore-yesterday. That is the mes- 
sage of the Pastoral, a literary and paint- 
ing genre which is in the limelight at the 
moment At the Royal National TheaLre, 
Frank McGuinness has a powerful (and 
over-egged) piece about Edmund Spenser, 
England's great Elizabethan Pastoralist, in 
which the exiled poet wrestles with the sup- 
posed innocence of mythic Irish country- 
folk in dire need of “civilisation”. Spenser 


does not notice the rustics are using him 
rather more cannily than he they. The prob- 
lem is that nice aesthetic urban people want 
their nature and their natural people - the 
Pastoral - to stand about idly in a timewarp. 
in case they are wanted as a subject for ad- 
miration, or education. Rustic dynamism has 
always been a bit of an embarrassment to 
the simple-minded, and the rustic and 
primitive have always been best seen as a 
metaphor for both halm and harm. 

The civilised are necessarily voyeuristic 


when they consider the country. They are 
dangerously affected and fashion-conscious 
as they go about making the Pastoral take 
landscape form. So Tom Stoppard's hilari- 
ous.Arcatiia had an English aristocrat of the 
early l*hh century rip up the Italian garden 
of her forebears to replace it with the lat- 
est thing, which is something much more ex- 
pensive and a little more primitive. Oddly 
though, as the Villa D Este gives way to the 
paintings of Claude as an inspiration - and 
formal gardens are swept away before the 
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Photograph; Tom Pilston 

grand sweep of Capability Brown and then 
the arboured and laked vision of Repton - 
it re mains only the Pastoral of Virgil which 
is being invoked in all the different styles. 

So civilised people invent and reinvent 
Golden Age mralities as waking dreams 
thro ugh which they can discuss what they 
have gained and lost, and in which they can 
create sanctuaries from the modern, lom 
Stoppard's new creation. The Invention of 
Love . has A E Housman tom between the 
classical and the romantic, which are— rough- 


tawtalf^hoiKbetwea^^aiid^e 

S - ta urban 

erouche Fiona Shaw is currently mtabumg 
^near-derelict music tall with to pasta-. 

jfirarinn of TS Eliot’s mstelmd. I ssettntg 

is as bleak as the tatestdtKpawement Booted 

assesses** 

land is about a rundown, listless Lcradcm. The 

poem is an elegy for lost spmtualglamcH^ 

butfecesa bitofaproblem now/Hnssthm 
the desolate, unreconstructed cityscape of 
which it speaks is now, like the o d ooun- 
tryside, in such short supply that il has ao 

quired a romance of its own. . . - " 

Ideas such as this made Patrick Kernel's 
wonderful film, London, as gripping as it 
was static, deadpan and literary. Now his 
Robinson In Space , to be shown in Janu- 
ary on BBC2 (and available on video), gives 
us an account of the hegemony beyond the 
M25 of the ersatz and the modem. Keiller 
sees the corporate sprawl of leisure parks 
and carparks, and a creeping disintegration, 
elsewhere, as a troubling sort of public af- 
fluence in the midst of private squalor. It 
would be an odd Pastoral, except that its 
nostalgic tone is so f amil iar. 

‘Mutabtiitic’ at the Cottesloe, RNT until 17 
February ; “The Invention of Love ' at the Lyt- 
telton, RNT until 11 March at least: "The 
Wasteland Wilton’s Music HaU, Grace’s 
Alley, Ensign St, London El, until 11 Jan. 
'London, 1993’ and 'Robinson In Space, 
199T directed by Patrick Keiller, BFI/Con- 
noisseur, £17.49 each available from HMV 
Direct, 0990 33457S. 
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GAMES 


PANDORA MELLY 
GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Dr Roger Mugford, 51, animal psychologist. 

The best games are animal games. I invented one called 
Kong Dong played with lacrosse rackets, two people and 
a dog. The players toss the ball, or “Kong”, to one 
another using the sticks and the poor dog has to trudge 
backwards and forwards trying to retrieve its favourite 
toy. 

It's not really very kind is it? But dogs do like it, and 
humans, being what they are, will keep dropping tbe 
ball, and the dog gets possession. Not many people in 
England have lacrosse sticks, but I'm told there's a loyal 
following in Canada. I’ve been trying to.play a new 
American game: My Dog Can Do That! A board game 
you can play with your dog. It’s full of all these dog- 
tricks, like “Prayers for Poppa” where the dog lies down 
and puts his paws together, or "Circus Dog", where he 
has to balance a treat on his snout. 

I've derided that it's too difficult. American dogs are 
probably much better behaved than their British 
counterparts, who are all wild and inventive, refusing to 


sit on little carpets for exactly five minutes or roll over 
and waggle their feet British dogs do this sort of thing 
when they want to, and not in order to participate in a 
game. 

The other day, ray setter was Rudolf the red-nosed 
Irish Reindog. with antlers on his head, towing a 
Christinas sleigh at a disabled children's party where I 
was Santa He was absolutely brilliant, but there's no 
way he could do any of those stupid American tricks. 
Dogs are better at hide and seek, and printing their 
pawmarks on white linen jackets when you're just about 
to go out to dinner. So I don't want this board-game, 
and if any reader would like iU just call me and they can 
have it. 

Roger Mugford is the head of the .Animal Behaviour 
Centre in Chertsey, Surrey, where he sees all kinds of 
animals with behavioural problems - mainly dog s. His 
books ‘Dog Training the Mugford Way ' and 'Dr Roger 
Mugford 's Casebook ' have srned the sanity of many dog 
owners. The ABC can be contacted at 01932-566696 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


Have you had a relaxing time over the start of the festive season? I 
trust that you will still find time and energy to enter our Christmas 
quiz. 

The First Prize is a copy of Backgammon by Paul MagieL 

There are two runners-up prizes of Backgammon for Winners by 
twice world champion Bill Robertie. 

All you have to do is answer the following three questions. 
Entries should be postmarked no later th3n 5 January 1998 and 
should be addressed to: Backgammon Competition, Saturday 
Games. The Independent. 1 Canada Square. Canary' Wharf, 
London E 14 5DL. 


Question 7z 

Black to play 
42. Should he 
play: 

(a) 19/13; 

(b) 21/15; 

(c) 715*11*; 

(d) 7/5% 13/9 


Question I: 

Black on roll: 

a) Should Black 
redouble? 

b) If redoubled, 
should White 
take or drop? 


13 H 15 IS I- IB 19 20 21 22 23 U 



12 U 10 9 8 7 £54321 


Question 3 

Black to play 
54. 

Should he play. 

a) 13/4 

b) 13/8, 13/9 

c) 8/3, 8/4 


13 14 15 16 17 IS 19 20 21 22 23 24 



12 11 10 9 8 7 654321 


13 M 15 16 IV 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 



12 11 10 9 8 7 654321 




CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


The new Wimble don- style 
knock-out format for the Fide 
world championship produced 
a Wimbledon-like result with 
two Englishmen meeting in 
the semi-finals. But which of 
Nigel Short and Michael 
Adams will turn out to he the 
Greg Rusedski and which the 
Tim Henman is still 
undecided at the moment of 
writing. 

The Pete Sampras of the 
event, however, has 
undoubtedly been the Indian 
grandmaster Visw ana than 
An and who has steered a 
faultless path through the 
precarious two-game knock* 
out matches and rapid play- 
offs. (Not that Short and 
Adams have been any less 
impressive, but An and earns 
the Sampras role simply by 
virtue of having been the 
highest seeded player at the 
start.) 

Anand mil play Boris 
Gclfand, with the winner 
meeting Short or Adams. 
When only one man remains 
undefeated, the contest then 
moves from Groningen to 
Lausanne for a six-game 
match between the last 
survivor and Anatoly Karpov. 

Here is the game that took 
Anand through to this stage. 
Playing against ihe 
imaginative Latvian grand- 
master Alexei Shirov, Anand 
kept a firm control 
throughout the game, 
methodically denying space to 
Black's Q-side pieces while 
organising his own attack on 
the opposite wing. 



Tbe finishing combination 
is very neat. Just as Black 
seemed to have fougbt his way 
to some Q-side activity, 

Anand stifled his hopes with 
36.h6! (see diagram). After 
36...gxh6 37.Bxf6 White wins 
comfortably, but the 
alternative, as played in the 
game, did not last much 
longer. 

White: Viswanathan Anand 

Black: Alexei Shirov 


le4 e5 

22 

d5 BdS 

2NG Nc6 

23 

Bd2 Qa6 

3Bb5a6 

24 

Qa4 RaS 

4 Ba4 Nf6 

25Bc3 Nb7 

50-0 b5 

26 

Qdl Ba5 

6 Bb3 Bc5 

27 

Bb2Bb4 

7 a4 Rb8 

28 

Nh4Bg6 

8c3d6 

29 

f4Qa4 

9d4Bb6 

30 

Qxa4 Rxa4 

10Na3 0-0 

31 

BRfaS 

II axb5axb5 

32 

Re7 Bh5 

12 Nxb5 Bg4 

33g4f6 

13Be3exd4 

34gxhS Rxa2 

14 c*d4 QeS 

35 

Rxh 2 Rxa2 

15 h3 Bd7 

36 

h6 Rxb2 

I6Nc3Nxe4 

37 

Rxg7+ KhS 

17 Rel Nxc3 

38 

Rxb7 Bc3 

18 bxc3 QcS 

39 

Rd7 Kg8 

19 c4 Bf5 

40Rd8+ Kf7 

20 Re2 Na5 

41 

Rh8 Bd4+ 

21 Ba2c5 

42 

Kfl resigns 
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ACROSS DOWN 


1 

5 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
14 

17 

19 

22 

23 

24 

25 


German beer-mug 
Track events (5) 
Intellectually unde 
ing (34) 

Ogre (7) 

Unfasten (5) 
Submissive (6) 
State of unconsdo 
(6) 

Reject with comer 
Wrestling hold (7) 
Story (7) 

Vhgrant (5) 

Fear (51 

Set aside for partit 
purpose (7) 


1 Medium for exchange of 
views (5) 

2 Terse (7) 

3 Small picture (5) 

4 Remuneration (6) 

5 By-product of woodwork 
(7) 

6 White heron (5) 

7 199S? (3,4) 

12 Throw away (7) 

13 Sluggish (7) 

15 In proportion (3,4) 

16 Unnerve (6) 

18 Pawnbroker (5) 

20 Engine (5) 

21 insulating fibre (5) 


SotatHM to yesterdays Concise Crossword: 

( ,9^ l l cr} yr5 1 1 - ^Shampoo, in Theft. 1J Need 


West 

♦ none 
v*Q 4 3 
OJ985 2 

♦ KQ IU9 3 


Love all; dealer South 
North 

♦ K 10 8 64 
none 

O A 10 6 4 
4JS62 


East 

♦ Q 5 2 
^ A 9 7 6 2 
C*Q3 
♦A 7 5 

South 
♦ A J 9 73 
^KJ 1085 
0K7 

*4 


has already made one trick against a small slam 
tremulously to see how declarer will play the mi 
This, however, was a deal where unusual action ’ 
called for. 

South opened One Spade, West bid Two No-t 
(unusuaL showing the minors) and North bid Fo 
Hearts. His bid was distinctly unwise: it was desi 1 
show spade support and a heart shortage but he' 
well have played there if East had not doubled. J 
the North-South wires became uncrossed and th 
contract was Six Spades. 

West led the king of clubs and South ruffed ih 
continuation. Timing the play carefully, declarer 
heart, cashed ihe two top diamonds, and ruffed i 
heart. Two more dubs and two more hearts were 
trumped and now a diamond lead saw East help] 
ruffing low after which declarer made his two to, 
separately. 1 

h .!‘ l " 0k i al ! "deed, after the disio 

I “J ™ 100 mucl ' Mention to I 
problem) hut how should he have defended*' 

Overtake the king of dubs with his ace and rei 
trump! Undoubtedly this solves any problems » 
whereabouts of the queen but, rather more irZ 
it leaves declarer with only 1 1 tricks. ** 


RECORDS 
WILLIAM HART STON 


instead of '97, it is a good time to look back on the 
records of the past year: 

TWins: Janet Pasaye of Illinois gave birth to the most 
widely separated twins; the first appeared on 26 
October 1996, the second on 26 January 1997, the 92 
days difference being a new world record. 

Skates: Dirk Auer, an engineering student from 
Frankfurt, set a new world speed record of I53mph 
on inline skates. He reached the record speed while 
being towed behind a Porsche. 

Cigars: A box of 25 Cuban cigars fetched 16.100 
bwiss francs at auction in Geneva. The price of 244 
francs (about £250) per cigar is a new record. 

Hu Sh Edelcanu set a new record 
lime of _ hours, 10 minutes and 30 seconds for 
-ng^echamcal digger from Land's End to John 

^S G ° U,d ° f Fetaowe « a pew record 
wSi 9 , 1 slan,ps ™ envelopes. Mr Gould also 
flicking Pancake toss,n S 81111 ^rmat 


it 


. '"uivi iui jvj uuurs 15 


luuiutM. 


^rewi=^rr nS,hree45 ^ h - 

of Kiofii - Jap8n ta ° te 
= .0 retain^ *** “ ^ 

championship title in New York. 6 S 

J n°^e™°d SSf 1 -““*•» ^ *«■*, to set a 

Their oHhe S “ ? V houls 

old one and its fim re of S. ?"* °( R ? c ° rds ™ “ 

>" 1M hours b, a ftnup-a® o i9M Sd bee " in ” , “ d 
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Rambling into 1998 
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In a mood of celebration, the 
Ramblers’ Association has 
organised a huge variety of walks 
around Britain. Most walks are 
between four and seven miles and 
those that are longer are often 
arranged in a figure of eight so 
people can stay for either the 
whole or half the day. It is 
advisable to take food and drink, 
or ring the contact to find out if 
there will be a pub stop. It would 
also be wise to have warm, 
waterproof clothing and stout 
footwear. Walks marked with a D 
indicate that dogs on leads are 
welcome. Telephone numbers 
marked with an (e) indicate 
evening only and those marked 
with a (d) indicate daytime only. 

ENGL AND 

Bedfordshire; 27 Dec: Roxton: 1.15pm, 
Bedford Park Gates. 5 miles- 01234 301027. 
Clifton: 2pm. church, 4 miles D - 01462 
672906 (c). 28 Dec: L ulom 10am, Puueridge 
Recreation Centre, 6 miles D - 01582 
661944 (e). Brogborough: 10am, picnic 
site. 10 miles D - 01 90S 584348. Broom: 
10am & 1.45pm, The Green, 6 & 3 miles D 

- 01767 31S4S7. 30 Dec: Cople: 10am, 
church, 6 miles D - 01234 359256. S treat- 
ley: 10am, Sharpenhoe Clappers NT cp, 7 
miles. - 015S2 505808. 31 Dec: ClophiU: 
10am, The Green. 5-6 miles D — 01234 
38150S. 1 Jan: Souldrop: 10am, church, 6 
miles D - 01234 822294. Shtilington: 
1030am, Musgrave Arms, 6 miles D-0I234 
353704. 

Berkshire: 1 Jan: Chapel Row: 11am, off- 
road cp on left, 5 miles D - 01 18 9882674. 
Bristol: 28 Dec Dqynton: J 030am, church. 
6 miles D- 01 17 9315033. 
Buckinghamshire: 28 Dec: Lane End, nr 
High Wycombe: 10am & 130pm, village cp. 
both 5 miles D - 01494 881543 (am walk) 
01628 483430 (pm walk). Burnham - 
10.15am, Lord Mayors Drive parking area, 
end of Beeches Rd, Faroham Common. 5 
miles - 01628 622991. Slough: 1030am, 
Black Park Country Park cp (£1 fee), 5 miles 
D - 0118 9772179 (e). 30 Dec: Weston 
Turviile: 11am. layby fronting Weston 
Turvilte Reservoir, World's End Lane. 5 
miles D -01296 427717. 1 Jan: Long Cren- 
don: 11am, The Square, adj. to B4011, 
Bicester Rd, 6 miles D - 01296 427717. Sto- 
kenebureb: 11am, Cowieaze Wood park- 
ing area, 8 miles D - 01494 528381. 
Cambridgeshire: 28 Dec: Fenstamon: 
130pm, Chequers Street cp. .4 miles D - 
01480 461405. Thomey. 2pm. church, 2 
miles D -01733 222880. 29 Dec: West Per- 
ry: 10am, cp, for walk around Grafham Wh- 
ter Reservoir, 9 miles D - 01234 823045. 

1 Jan: Longtborpe: 130pm, Fisherman's cp, 

4 miles - 01733 264011. 4 Jan: Peterbor- 
ough: Sam, Key Theatre cp, walking in Man- 
ifold Valley, ring near the day for further 
info-01780470375. 

Cheshire: 27 Dec; Conglcton: 10am, library 
cp (to share cars), 6 miles - 01782 512545. 
Disley: 1pm, cp next to Disley Station Ap- 
proach, A6, 4-5 miles D - 01625 873689. 
28 Dec: Coagletotu 10am. library cp, 9 miles 

- 01606 832236 (e). Great Budworth: 
10am and 1.30pm, Bowling Green cp, 5 
miles D - 01928 575726. 29 Dec: Congle- 
ton: 9.30am, library cp (to share cars), 11 
miles - 01270 763612 (e). Culcheth: 
10.30am, Pack Horse Inn. Church Lane, 5 
& 10 miles D - 01925 763512 or 762472. 

30 Dec: Cotebrook: 1030am, OuJton Mill 
cp, off A49 S.E. of Cotebrook, 10 mfles D 

- 01928 575726. Congieton: 1 lam, library 
cp (to share cars), 7 miles - 01477 53423S. 

31 Dec: Tbrvin: 9.45am, layby opp. school, 

6 miles D - 01244 S10166. 1 Jam Oragle- 
ton: 930am, library cp fro share cars), 10 
miles -01543 423071 (e). 

Cornwall: 27 Dec: Holywell Bay: 10am, NT 
cp, 9 mfles - 01637 875199. The Lizard: 
1030am (for bus to Mullion), The Lizard 
Green. 8 miles D. - 01326 240193. 28 Dec: 
Hayle: 11 am, swimming pool, 5-6 miles - 
01736 756510. St Cohrmb Major: 1 lam, by 
church hall, 6 miles D - 01637 87200S. 
Pnlzeath: 1 30pm. new Poizcath cp, Xmas 
cake walk, 4 mfles D - 01208 73489. 29 Dec: 
Peniyn: 1.45pm, Xmas cake walk, Mabe 
church (follow signs from village cross- 
roads), 4-5 miles - 01326 372462. 31 Dec: 
Lelant: 1030am, church. 4 or 8 miles - 
01736 756510. 1 Jan: Treverva: 11am, vil- 
lage layby, 10 mfles D- 01326340728. Gor- 
ran Church town: 12nooru roadside parking, 

8 mfles- 01637 878707. 

Cumbria: 28 Dec: Lowick: 1030am, lay- 
by nr Farmer's Arms, A5092, 7 miles D - 
01229 772217. 

Derbyshire: 27 Dec: Rowsley: 10am, old 
station cp, 6 miles D - 01629 583142 (w). 
Dale Abbey: 1030am, Carpenters Anns cp, 

5 miles D- 01 15 9254066 (e). 28 Dec Blore: 
10am, Blorecp, 10 miles D— 01159254066 
(e). Belpen 10am, Field Lane cp, 10 miles 

- 01332 662534. 29 Dec: Morely. 1 lam, lay- 
by on A608, SW of Rose & Crown, 6 mfles 
D - 0115 9392554. 30 Dec Tfcfcaalk 10am. 
village hall, 8 miles D - 01332 516264. 1 
Jan: Oakertborpe: 10am, Anchor Inn 
(A610 Riplev towards Ambergatc), 6 or 9 
miles D - 0135 9254066 (e). 

Devon: 28 Dec: Totnes: 1030am, Nation- 
al Trust Shop, 5-6 miles D - 01803 863043. 
Musbury: 1030am. village hall, 6 miles. D. 
Ash com be: 10am, Mamhead obelisk cp. 6- 

7 miles D - 01392 413073. 30 Dec New- 
ton PoppJeford: 10am, cp behind church, 

8 mfles D - 01392 413073. 31 Dec. Totnes: 
1030am, Pavilion cp, 5 miles D - 01603 

862426. 1 Jam Exeter. 1 lam. Matford Park 


and Ride, 6 miles D - 01392 413073. Rose 
Ash: 1130am, Five crossway. 5 3/4 miles 
D - 01271 342703. 

Dorset: 27 Dec: Dorchester I30pm, 
Maiden Castle cp. 4 miles - 01305 784672. 
1 Jan: Compton Ahbas: 1030am or 130pm, 
Airfield, 8 & 4 miles D - OI25S S20209. 
Bournemouth: 1030am, Riverside Av 
enue, opp. Tesco entrance off Castle Lane 
East. 8 miles - 01202 470543. 

Durham: 28 Dec: Ebchcsten 10am. 
Bridge End, 6 miles D - 0! 207 560208. 
Durham City: 130pm, Moor House lay- 
by on A690, 1 miles NE of A1 junction, 

5 miles D- 0191 3866886. 

Essex: 27 Dec High Hasten 10am 
Cock and Bell pub. fig. of eight, S 
miles - 01245 609064. East Han- 
ningficld: 1030am. village hall 
cp, 3-4 miles - 01245 223657. 

28 Dec: Great Waltham: 

10am, A130 layby north of 
Warners Farm. 8 mfles 
01245 609064. Clacton- 
on-Sea: 1030am. Hoi 
land Haven Country 
Park cp. 8 miles D 
01255 551301. 30 
Dec Snaresbrook: 

10am, station, 
outside book 




mg 
ball 

5 

mfles D 

5303020. 31 
Dec Stebbing: 

10.30am, High 
Street, 7 miles D- 
01206 250585. Writtle: 

10am, Hylands Park. 10 miles 
-01245 609064. 1 Jan: Chigwell Row: 
1030am, cp opp. church. 8 miles - 0181 
5273938 or 478 0747. Gosfield: I lam, on 
the road by the side of the lake. 7 miles D 
-01376 331909. Navestock: 10.30am. opp. 
the Green Man pub. 4 miles - 01708 
348046. 

Gloucestershire: 27 Dec: Cheltenham: 
10am, Chase Avenue, 5 mfles - 01242 

522276. 28 Dec Churchdown: 10am. parish 
council offices, Parton Rd. 7 miles - 01452 
855909. Coleford: 10am Speculation Pic- 
nic Site, Forest of Dean. 4 or S miles 1 4 + 

4 figure of 8 route, returning to starting 
point for lunch -01594 530928. Painswick: 
10am, Stowages Lane cp, 5 mfles - 01453 

860004. 29 Dec Chipping Campden: 10am. 
Chipping Campden comprehensive school 
cp, 5 miles - 01386 841 791. 1 Jan: 
Cirencester 10am, Waterloo cp. 5 miles. 
Hampshire: 27 Dec: Lyndhursu 1 30pm, 
Shatterford cp, Beaulieu Rd station. 5 miles 
- 01703 292010 (e). 29 Dec Titchfield: 
10am. cp behind fire station, 6 miles D - 
01329 284556. 

Hereford & Worcester: 27 Dec; Abbey- 
dore: 10am, park in road near Ahbcv. 10 
mfles - 01432 354098. Bromsgrove: 10am. 
layby on A448, west of M5 bridge. 5 & 8 
miles -01527 873441 (e). 28 Dec Holt Fleet: 
930am, Kings Norton Park. West Hill Rd. 
7 miles -0121 4435792. Kington: 1030am, 
Mill St cp, 6 miles - 01544 267380. Fershore: 
1030am, Old Bridge picnic site, on Evesham 
Rd out of Pershore. 4 miles D - 01386 
554438. Redditch: 930am. Abbey Stadium 
Car ftfle, 8-mfle figure of eight walk - 0 1 21 
4714159. BJakedown: 2pm, shoppers cp at 
jnen of A456 and B4188 (opp. Old House 
at Home pub), 3 miles D - 01562 700719 
(el 1 Jan: Dodford: 1030am, Dodford Inn. 

6 miles -0121 4765420. 

Hertfordshire: 8 Dec: Hitchin: 1030am. 
St Mary's square. 10 miles - 01763 242b77. 
1 Jan: Rqyston: 930am, Heath Sports Cen- 
tre cp, Baldock Rd, 6 miles D - UJ763 
242677. Wheaihhampsiead: 10am, public 
cp behind The Bull pub, 7 miles -01582 
457359. Digswell: 10.30am. Welwyn North 
Station. 10 miles D - 0181 449 2139. 

Isle of Wight: 27 Dec Newport: 10am. 
Carisbrooke CaslJe cp. 3 5 miles D - 

01983 862479. 

Kent 28 Dec Adlington: 930am. Adling- 
lon Railway Station. 8- 10 miles - 01 7 1 339 
8501. Hayes: 10am. station. 8-9 miles. 
Eaetton: 10am or 1pm. % of 8. George Inn, 

5 or 10 mfles D - 01580 291596. 29 Dec: Toys 
HD1: 10am. NT cp,8miksD -0181 46$ 78*>7. 
30 Dec Hadlow: I lam. village square. 6 
mfles D - 01732 851310 le). I Jan: w c st 
Mailing: 11am. cp off High St. 4 miles - 


01634364855. 

Cudham: lpra. recreation ground cp. 4-5 
miles D- 0181 467 4698. 

Lancashire: 27 Dec: Garstang: 10am. 
Community Centre cp. 6 miles D - 0J 995 
604716. Preston: 1.30pm. Haslam Park cp. 


5 miles D - 01772 736467. Roddlesworth: 


930am, Info Centre, JO miles D - 0177^ 

431053. 28 Dec Sabdcn: 9.45am, cp in vil- 
lage centre. J3 miles D -01706 217577 (d) 
or 228681 (c). Colne: 1030am. Ball Grove 
picnic area, 6-7 miles D - 01282 613721. 1 
Jan: Belmont: 1 lam. cp at jnen of A675 and 
Crookfield Rd, 2 miles north of Belmont, 
10 miles. D- 01772 736467. Ormsldrk: 1pm, 
St Anne's Church. Present Rd, 5 miles D 
-01772 812034(e). 

Lincolnshire: 1 Jan: Lincoln: 10.30am. 
Stamp Fnd Locks on Wiihani River, east 
side of city. 7 miles D - 01522 522534. 
London: 31 Dec; Chingford: 1 030am. 
station, 8 miles -0181 527 3938 or 478 0747. 
Manchester: 27 Dec Bruadhonum: 10am, 
Lyme fie Id visitor centre. 9 miles - Ulhl 494 
991 8 (e). Whaley Bridge: lUoOam. station. 
7 miles D - 01663 732706. 

Merseyside: 27 Dec: Heswall: 10.30am. 
Banks Rd cp. Lower Heswall, 8 miles D - 
0151 t>4$ 3070. 29 Dec: Thurstasrcm: 
10.30am. Country Park Centre, 6 miles D 
-0151 6HS9472. Irby (Wirral): 10am. An- 
chor Hotel. 1 1 mild D -01 928 575726. 
Norfolk: 2S Dec: Hunstanton: 10.3Uam, 
Holme Beach cp. 7 miles D - 01553 
671829. 1 Jan: King's Lynn: 10am. layby 
opp. golf club. 4 miles D - 01553 675722. 
Northamptonshire: 27 Dec: Earls Barton: 
9.30am. picnic site. Grendon Rd, 5 miles D 
- 01933 67$6y4. 28 Dec: Oundle: 9.30am ] 2 
miles. 9.45am 10 miles. 10am 5 mfles. 
130pm, scries of walks, all starling from Barn- 
well Country Park. 5 miles D - 01933 

460373. 28 Dec South wick, nr Oundfe: 10am 
& 130pm,Shuckburgh Arms. 4 miles -01781) 
470375 or 01 733 8922 16. 1 .Ian: Bugbrooke: 
9.30am or 130pm. Bakers Arms. Gavion 
Road. 6 miles D - UIMJ4 755786 (ej. 3 Jan: 
Cranford Si John: 2pm. village green nr old 
post office, 4 miles D - 0153*6 511162. 
Northumberland: 28 Dee: Morpeth: 
93ttam. castle square. 10 miles - Olo70 
518031. 29 Dec: Elsdou : 1 0.30am. village 
green. 8 miles -0191 48876^3. 
Nottinghamshire: 2S Dec RuftonJ: 10am. 
Ruf/onJ Abbey cp. 5 miles D - 01636 
b3h357. Brinsley: 1 0.31 Kim. cp on A 608 
soul h of Brinsley. 8 miles D - 0 11 5 9X2 1022 
(e). 31 Dec: West Hallam: 10.30am. Sta- 
tion Rd layby (AM H west nl Ilkeston). 7 
miles D - Ul 15 9254066 (c). I Jan: Luwd- 





ham - 1030am, 

north end of Main SL 8 miles D - 0115 
962356ft. 

Oxfordshire: 27 Dec: Bletchingdon: 
1030am, the shop. 7 miles - 01S69 244436. 
Chilton: 10.30am, cp to west of cbua'b, 9 
miles- 01235 530174. 2$ Dec Woodstock: 
10am, Church Enstone, 6 miles D - 01608 
642360. 29 Dec: Quaimon: 10am. church. 
8 miles - 01869 244624. North End (S.E. 
of Wnlirujton): 10am. village green, 5-6 mfles 
- 01491 836654. 30 Dec: Freeland: 10am, 
opp. Oxfordshire Yeoman pub, 9 miles - 
01993 898289. Ashbury: 10am, Rose & 
Crown pub cp, 6 miles D - 01367 241384. 
Ashbury: 2pm Rose & Crown pub cp, 5 
milesD-01367241384.31 Dec: Childrey: 
10am. church, 8 miles D- 01235 751280. 1 
Jan: Ipsden. nr Wbllingford: 10am. Homer 
Farm (park in house drive). Ipsden, nr 
Wallingford. 5 miles D - 01491 574065. Mid- 
dleton Cheney. 10am, public library, 9 miles 
D. Longworth: 1.45pm, village centre. 4 
miles D - 01367 710650. 

Shropshire: 27 Dee: Church Stretton: 
1 030am. cp on Easthope Rd, 8 miles - 01743 
244922 (el 28 Dec: Knowbuiyr 1030am. vil- 
lage haLI, 6 miles D -01584 877375. 1 Jan: 
Ellesmere: 10am. Moors cp on A495/528 at 
southern end of Merc. 6 miles - 01691 
623026. 1 Jan: Worfield: 1030am, The 
Wheel pub, 5 miles D - 01902 843176. 
Somerset (ine Bath & N.E. Somerset): 
27 Dec: West Lydford: 1030am, Parish 
church, 5 miles D - 01458 447421 . 28 Dec: 
Lux boro ugh: lU.I5ara. village hall cp, 9 
miles D -*01823 324185. Wells: 10.30am, 
Moat Bishops Palace. 7-8 mfles D - 01749 

670019. 30 Dec. Bishop’s Lydeard: 2pm Ly- 
deard Hill cp, 4 miles D - U1823 442509. 
31 Dec: Wells: 130pm, Moat Bishops 
Palace, 5 miles D - 01 749 670019. Norton 
Fitzwarrcn: 2pm. Hillfort cp (Blackdown 
View). 4 miles D - 01823 324185. 1 Jan: 
Clevedon: 10am. Sallhouse Fields cp, 5 
miles D - 01275 871236. Midsomer Nor- 
ton: 1030am. Safeway cp, 5 miles D - 0176J 
436398. Bath: 2pm, outside RSPCA cen- 
tre. The Avenue off Convocation Avenue. 
Claverton Down. 4 miles D - 01225 826279 
(d) or 01225 337240(c). 

Staffordshire: 27 Dec: Newborougju 1 0am, 


parish church, 4 miles D - 01283 565201. 
Cannock: 1030am, Marquis Drive Visitors 
Centre. 4 mfles D - 01543 274805. 28 Dec: 
Wolverhampton: 830am. West Park out- 
run (opp. Summerfield Rd), to 
share cars, 13 miles inc. 2000 foot 
climb -01902 758947. Sut- 
ton Coldfield: 9am, 
South Parade cp, 9 
miles- 0121 3131563. 
Stourbridge: 10am. 
Stourbridge Junc- 
tion railway station, 
5 miles D - 01384 
395692 (e). Lich- 
field: 1030am. Fri- 
ary long stay coach 
and lorry park, 6 
miles - 01543 


671962. 


Hanchurch: 


10.45am, 
Hanchurch Hills 
picnic site, 7 miles 
01782 512851. 1 
Lichfield: 
10.30am, Friary 
long slay coach and 
lorry park, 6 miles 
- 01543 258439. 3 
Jan: Wolverh amp- 
on: 930am, 

Broad St Basin cp 
(on ring road). 12 
miles - 01902 
S47041 (e). 4 
Tam- 

worth: 
1030am, 
Spinning 
School 


Lane cp. 7 
miles 


01827 

383577. 

Suffolk: 



Barham: 
10.30am, picnic 
site. Pesthouse Lane. 
Old Norwich Rd, 5 miles D - 01449 
721121 (e). AJdeburgh: 1030am. Slaugdon 
cp, south Aldeburgh, 5 miles D - 01728 
648481. Sudbury: 1030am, Kingfisher 
swimming pool cp. 5 miles D - 01787 

210532. 1 Jan: Bury St Edmunds: 1030am. 
Ncrwton Park cp. 5 'miles D -012W 768729. 
Surrey: 27 Dec: Fambam: 10.15am, old road 
just north of 6 Bells roundabout on left of 
A287. 5 mfles D- 01252 722081 (e). 28 Dec: 
Friday Street, nr Ab’mger. 10am, cp, 9 miles 
-01483 417528. Gufldfoni 1 lam. Newlands 
Corner, A25, 8 miles - 01483 722018. 
Brookwood: 20am & 2.15pm. station cp, both 
6 miles D -01483 768548. 30 Dec: Chipslead: 
1030am, HoDy Lane cp (B2219), nrOutwood 
Lane. 4 mfles D - 01372 720S16. Woking: 
11130am. Pyrford Common cp (off Old Wok- 
ing Rd). 8 mfles D - 01483 770484. 31 Derr. 
Witley: lUam. off Church Lane (200yds from 
A283), 5-6 miles D - 01428 682842. Walton 
on the H31: 1030am, Walton Heath cp. Dork- 
ing Rd (B2032), 4 mfles D - 01737 833155. 
1 Jan: Sbalford: 10.15am or 1.45pm. fig. of 
8. the Parrot pub (park in indusL esL cp), 5 
miles D - 01252 657741 (e). 

Sussex (East): 28 Dec: Holtye: 10am, lay- 
by on south side of A264, just east of White 
Horse Inn. 5 mfles D- 01S92 536715. 
Crowborough: 130pm. Ghylls Lap cp. 
Ashdown Forest. 5 miles D -01892 654850. 
1 Jan: Alfriston: 10.15ara, Alfriston Long 
Term Car Park (fee payable), 8 miles - 
01323 730891. Battle: 1030am. railway sta- 
tion, 5 miles D - 01424 773998 (e). 
Sussex (West): 27 Dec: Horsham: 9.45am. 
Southwater Country Park visitor centre, 5 
miles D - 01403 263346. 28 Dec: Crawley: 
9.15am, railway station (to share cars), 
phone by 22712 if require pub lunch. 8 miles 
- 01293 533242 (e). 31 Dec: Crawley: 9am, 
railway station or 9.45am, Duncton recre- 
ation ground, 8 mfles - 0J293 522715 (e). 
Tyne & Wear (inc Gateshead & Sun- 
derland): 28 Dec: Newcastle-upon-Tyne: 
930am, Prudboe Place coach slop, (pre- 
paid coach trip to Elsdon: £4 adults. £2 un- 
der 14s), various linear walks between 10-14 
miles - 0191 252 1949. 1 Jan: Sunniside: 
lpm. Potters Wheel. 4 miles - 0191 
4887693. 


Warwickshire: 28 Dec: Alcesicn 10. 15am, 
Bull’s Head Yarti cp, 8 miles - 0121 779 

4456. 30 Dec: Farn bo rough: 10am. Butch- 
er’s Anns,6mfles— 01926640815.31 Dec: 
Banbury: JOam. EdgehiU. Castle Inn. 6 miles 
D - 01608 642360. 1 Jan: Stratford-on 
Avon: 10am, Gower Memorial, 8 miles ■ 
01789 298061. 

Wiltshire: 28 Dec: Homingsham: 10am, 
telephone kiosk nr Bath Arms, 8 miles - 
01225 753897. 29 Dec Salisbury: 10am. NT 
cp south of Dinton church. 6 miles D - 01 722 

330214. 1 Jan: Salisbury: 930am, Salt Lane 
cp, 1 1 miles -01722 324949. Box: 10am. Scl 
wyn Hall cp, 9 miles - 01225 761200. 
Worcestershire: 29 Dec Fowick; 1030am, 
Old Road, off A44, Bastonford. 5 miles - 
01886 832064. 31 Dec: Castlemorton: 
930am, Plume of Feathers, Castlemorton. 
5 miles - 01684 560989. 

Yorkshire (East Riding, Kingston Upon 
Hull & York): 1 Jan: Hedon: 10am. mar 
ket place, 8 miles D - 01904 708479 (c). 
Yorkshire (North): 28 Dec: Buruiston 
10am, old railway track, coastal road. 12 
mfles — 01723 863975. Chop Gate: 10am. 
Clay Bank cp, 1 1 miles D - 01653 692478 
(e). Cawood: 10am, cp next to bridge. 7 
mfles D - 01937 833574. Leybum: 10am, 
Nun’s Close cp, or 1030am. Levbum Mar- 
ket Place, 6 miles D - 0 1 748 8242 1 8. 3 1 Dec 
Ripon: 1030am. Fountains Abbev visitor 
centre, 11 miles D- 01904 791187 (e). 1 
Jan: Summerbridge. nr Harrogate 
10.15am. Brimham Rocks main cp. 8 miles 
D- 01943 873197(e). 

Yorkshire (South): 27 Dec Sheffield: 9am, 
station tram stop. 8 miles D - 0114 238 9173. 
28 Dec Sheffield: 9. 15am, Pond St Bus No 
274 to Rairholmes, 8 miles D - 0114 
2389173. 29 Dec Sheffield: 9.27am, bus to 
Fox House. White Edle, 8 miles D - 01 14 
2389173. 30 Dec Sheffield: 9am. Com 
merdal Street for tram to Matin Bridle. 8 
mfles D- 0114 2389173. 

Yorkshire (West): 28 Dec Gargrave: 
10am. cp, 1 1 miles - 01 13 2403S89. Harro- 
gate: 10am, Gateway. Vhifey Gardens. 9 miles 
- 01423 872268. IUdev: J lam, station. 5-6 
mfles D- 01 943 609321. 29 Dec Horsforth: 
2pm, station, 5-6 miles D - 0113 2286274. 
30 Dec Menston: J lam. station, 5-6 mfles 
D- 01943 873123. 31 Dec Guisley: 1030am, 
station. 6-8 miles D- 01943 863786. 


WALES 


Car mar thenshire: 28 Dec: Trap: 1030am. 
Cennen Arms cp, 4 miles D - 01558 822960. 
1 Jam LLandybie: 10.30am. Red Lion cp, 
4 miles D -01550777623. Llansaint: 11am, 
cp off Kin^ Anns, 5 miles D-01554 759280. 
Conwy: 27 Dec Abergele: 1 30pm. opp. po- 
lice station on A547, 4 miles -01745 824611. 
Gwent/Torfaen: 30 Dec Pontypool: 10am. 
leisure centre cp, 8 mfles D - 01495 772109. 
Gwynedd: 28 Dec Llandamvg: 1 030am. q? 
on turning off A496. over 1ml south of 
Harlech. 5 miles -01341 440238. Lianberis: 
1 lam. Oriel cp, 6 mfles D. Cbwflog: 1 lam, 
Lon Goed, 5-8 mfles D- 01766 522238. Llan- 
beris: Ham, cp. 6 mfles -01286 870441. 
Merthyr Tydfil: l Jan: AsnstnaQ: 1 lam. The 
Red Cow pub, 5 miles D - 01443 836257. 
Monmouthshire: 1 Jan: Chepstow: 10am, 
Castle cp, 6 mfles - 01594 530928. 

Powys: 27 Dec Llangattodc 10am, cp opp. 
church, 9 miles D - 01495 773495 (e). 
Llangammaxch Wells: 10am, Aberceiros 
Inn, 6 miles - 01591 620295. 28 Dec: 
Knighton: 10.15am, Crossways (on A4S8 
on to B3456), 13 miles inc. 2,000ft climb - 
01902 758947. 30 Dec: LJanbrymnain 
10am, cp opp. Wyn ns lay Arras Hotel. 8 
miles - 01650 521544. 

Rhondda Cynon Taffi 28 Dec Llnntrisani: 
10am. leisure centre cp (to share cars). 6 
miles - 01443 740507. 30 Dec: Aberdare: 
10am. Dare Valley Country Park centre cp, 
7 miles- 01443 223470. 1 Jan: Llantrisanu 
11am, leisure centre cp (to share cars), 8 
mfles -01222 890621. 

Swansea: 1 Jam Gower: 10am, A41 18 Rose 
Cottage, west of Peomaen, visiting Cefn 
Bryn, Mill Wood, Penrice Hse & Castle , 
Nicholaston Wood & Burrows, 7 miles D 
(no extending leads) - 01792 367188. 
Wrexham: 28 Dec: Erdigg: 10am. Yale 
Hostel cp, 4-5 miles D - 01978 755406. 29 
Dec: Glyn Ceiriog: 10.30am. Pont-y- 
Meibion. river bridge. 2mJs SW of Glyn 
Ceiriog. 5 miles - 01691 718771. 

S COTLAND 

Aberdeen: 4 Jan: Castle gate: 1 1 am. Mer- 
cat Cross, 5 miles. 

Ayrshire (south): 28 Dec: Troon: 9am, 
Fullerton Woods cp. 7 mfles - 01563 
527996 (d). Straiton: 9am, cp. 8 miles - 
01294 822158. Irvine: 9am. Volunteer 
Rooms. 8 miles - 01294 822158. 
Dumbartonshire: 27 Dec: Dumbarton: 
10am, Overtoun House, 7 miles - 0141 
4290893 |e). 

East Lothian: 28 Dec Dalkeith: 9.30am. 
indoor bowling dub cp, 8 miles - 0131 
6639335 (e). Whitecraig: 10am, Crossgate 
Hail cp, 7 miles - 01506 635901. 
Edinburgh: 2 Jan: Riccarton: J0.45am. 
Riccarton Arms cp, short walk - 0131 
3374544 (e). 

Fife: 27 Dec Kingsbarns: 230pm. village 
square. 4 mfles D -01334 657573. 28 Dec: 
Wormit: 10am. end of public road at Wor- 
mil Bay. 6 miles D - 01382 623052 (e). 
Leslie: 1030am. HoU Reservoir cp off A91 1 
bet. Leslie and Auchmuirbridge, 8 miles - 
01592873297. Cbariestcwn: 1030am. Har- 
bour cp. Limekilns, 3 mfles- 01383 723560. 
Keulebridge: 11am, Main Street (garage 
end). 5 mfles - 0J592 750332. 
Stirlingshire: 30 Dec Stirling: 11am, Lin- 
den Avenue cp, 5 miles - 01786 472323. 
West Lothian: 31 Dec: Linlithgow; 9am, 
Linlithgow Cross (bus stance) for bus trip 
to Uphall. 12 miles - 01506 845234 (c). 
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Sweatbands, chronographs and Bradford City hold-alls - the Christmas gifts ^ 


m 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON THE 
PRESENTS 
THAT FAIL TO 
FIT THE BILL 


What is it about those revolv- 
ing doors in Teseo? 

You approach them with 
your goods-heavy trolley and 
you - just - miss the opportu- 
nity to get into one of the turn- 
ing compartments. All 
attempts to alter this pheno- 
menon are futile. You might as 
well ring up the Speaking 
Clock and expect it to tell you 
the time without mentioning 
the sponsor first. 

“The time - sponsored by 
Accurist." Why must they al- 
ways interrupt? And how dare 
anyone say they are sponsoring 
Time? What next? Space? 

But anyway, there you are, 
awaiting your moment, and it 
arrives, and with a shove of 
your hip you manoeuvre your- 
self into the merry-go-round 
and... stop... Some kid, run- 


ning into the store ahead of 
Mummy, is pushing od the 
door and activating the safe- 
ty device. 

So, with pigeon steps, you 
complete your semi-revolu- 
tion and arrive at the fair field 
of cars, thinking to yourself 
things like this: u £123.27p. 
How did 1 spend that? Christ- 
mas, though - always expen- 
sive. But £123.27p...” 

And things like this: 
“Where is the car?** 

And things like this: “Pas- 
ta sauce.. .pasta sauce. ..didn't 
get it. And bread!" 

Thinking ail these things 
this week as I stood outside the 
booming superstore where I 
spend half my life and more 
than half my money, I heard a 
little voice calling to me: “Slow 
down! Pul! over!" 


As if to underline the ur- 
gency of the message, there 
was an accompanying sound of 
a siren. 

My advice, as 1 swiftly ob- 
served, was aiming from a 
20p-per-ride children's police 
car plugged into the store's out- 
side wall. 

And I thought to myself: 
“This little electronic fellow has 
a point. Wc could all benefit 
from a few moments of quiet 
contemplation at this busy 
lime." 

So I look a ample of min- 
utes out to reflect on Lhe deep- 
er meaning of the annual mass 
madness that is Christmas. 

Nope. No good. 

This time of year always re- 
minds me of the New Yorker 
cartoon where a young couple 
are showing their friends a 


wall-hill i»l empty new book- 
shelves and the woman is ex- 
plaining: “Harry and I arc 
thinking ul getting into read- 
ing.” 

Christmas resolutions arrive 
before those of New Year: but 
they go by lhe board just as eas- 
ily .The only difference is that 
Christmas resolutions are im- 
posed on you - by gifts. 

Somewhere in our house - 
perhaps in the children's dress- 
ing-up basket - are a set of 
weal bands fur the wrist and 
forehead, designed to keep 
active sports enthusiasts in the 
game when the going gels hot. 

Two sets to one up and serv- 
ing for the match? Sweep away 
that head of perspiration trick- 
ling down your nose before 
hammering the hall away for 


YVhai next? A. iuobifei| 

.Ksasss ss£Z7S, 

s»«ai pui you off at (hai cni anlidpatinga careers a ram- compose ones® n»' 3 

" eTThc thing i, . have -eg “f ffl ^allenge of {«■ «■ the 

never used any of them. No a mc)re menl gift made that ^ ^ M option had 

jfcESK Ssr.3»; 

AflcHhcrChrisUnas brought **%£«££££ ^ “ 

SMESZSZ: "n-afoothah^That.. 

mediately by the official halting or br ^ g ^ d was good- U ^asa Bradford 

description of the item - Idontcallthatagdt.Icai ^^bag, Thai was not 

“Wner-resistant LCD Chrono- that a demand. good . . - 

. - It wanted, it required an ex _ ^ j, for the en- 

Wr-hv would I need some- erase freak. >1—^ Ura first year. Which MS more 
Mbs I ex- regularly ran long distances . * time for me to as- 


rob- It wanted, it required an el- PJt 

Wr-hv would I need some- ercise freak. >1—^ Ura first year. Which »^s more 
thing water-resistant? YAhs I e.v regularly ran long dtstan ^ mar, enough lime for me to as- 
pected to stand in rain at some aru d was so serw > ewn similate the important life- 

stage? Or venture underwater? that they couldn lesson: beware of relatives 

The accompanying infor- a minute to stop or bearing sporting gifts, 

maiion confirmed my darken- merits. 


Surfing’s bad 
boy comes of 
age in Pipe’s 
mean swells 
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The heaviest wave ridden by 
the heaviest guy. The result of 
the Pipeline Masters, the final 
event on the ASP (Association 
of Surfing Professionals) world 
tour, confirmed what is re- 
ceived wisdom on the Hawai- 
ian North Shore: that Johnny 
Boy Gomes is the undisputed 
head honebo. Kelly Slater from 
Florida may have won the 
world championship for the 
fifth time, but Gomes, 31, 
showed that experience and 
local knowledge are para- 
mount at Pipeline. 

Over three days, all non- 
Hawaiians, including the entire 
ASP top 44, were progres- 
sively eliminated. There were 
a lot of good waves, but there 
were even more bad waves - 
mean close-outs set to slam the 
insufficiently selective surfer 
into the reef. The final, on 6ft 
to 8ft waves, was fought out be- 
tween two unseeded trialists. 
Gomes and another veteran, 
Michael Ho, aged 40, who last 
won the Masters back in 1982. 
The writing was on the wall for 
Ho from the moment the two 
took off on successive waves of 
a big set and Ho opted to go 
right into Backdoor - 
Pipeline's right-handed mirror 
image - and Gomes went left 
While Gomes took the drop, 
stalled and pulled up into the 
tube and finally flew out with 
the spit, all grace under pres- 
sure, Ho 

vanished into the labyrinth 
but could not find his way out 
again. 

“This is one of the best 
waves in the world,” said 
Gomes after his victory, “and 
now I’ve proved - not just to 
myself but to the world - that 
I'm one of the best tube riders.” 
He had something to prove: 
Johnny Boy. the popular local 
hero, is something of an anti- 
hero in the world at large. He 
refuses to have any truck with 
the pro tour, heaping scorn on 
the lesser waves surfed else- 
where by the ASP guys, and 
earning sponsorship on ac- 
count of being a Pipeline spe- 
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rialist and big-wave bruiser. . 

“He is not the stereotypical 
6ft blue-eyed, blond-haired 
surfer," said Michael Willis, 
who was one of his early 
shapers and sponsors. “He had 
to struggle against a lot of 
prejudice." Born on the west 
side of the island, in Makaha, 
with its strong ethnic surfing 
tradition, stocky, swarthy, a 
Hawaiian Mike Tyson, Johnny 
Boy built his reputation in 
equal parts on fearless and ag- 
gressive wave riding and casu- 
al random violence in and out 
of the water. 

Gomes developed a pos- 
sessive relationship with 
Pipeline. He didn't take too well 
to anyone else stealing “his" 
wave. “Dropping in” - the car- 
dinal surfing sin of hitching a 
ride on a wave already occupied 
- will be punished severely. And 
anything else perceived as re- 
motely similar. If he didn't 
paddle over and grab your 
board and inflict a nasty wipe- 
out on the spot, he would wait 
until you hit the beach and then 
jump on you there. Soon it be- 
came a toss-up as to which was 
worse: being nailed to the reef 
or running into Johnny Boy on 
a bad day. He was famously 
moody, a Jekyli and Hyde by 
turns charming and monstrous. 

I remember running into a 
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Hawaiian beach goers have a close-up view of the stupendous surf at Waimea Bay on Oahu's North Shore 


young Australian female pro a 
few years back who had been 
out at Pipe and was looking the 
worse for it with cuts and bruis- 
es around her face. I sympa- 
thised with the war wounds I 
imagined she had received on 
the notoriously vicious reef. 
“These aren't reef injuries.” she 
replied. “These are all down to 
Johnny Boy.” He was even- 
handed and would never dis- 
criminate on account of age or 
gender. 

Stories of Johnny Boy get- 
ting his come-uppance by pick- 
ing on an incompetent surfer 
who also happens to be an Is- 


raeli paratrooper and who then 
proceeds to take him apart are 
legion and doubtless apoc- 
ryphal. But I can confirm that 
I, too. have once accidentally 
dropped in on Johnny Boy. 

In those days I had no idea 
even who Johnny Boy was. 
When 1 pulled into a driveway 
in Pukea Road I was expecting 
to find a couple of girls called 
Kristin and Sabine. Instead of 
that, this unshaven hombre 
comes out of the house and 
growls at me, not once but sev- 
eral times oven “Move your 
fucking car out of my drive.” 

In all my youthful naivete. 


I toy with asking him if he has 
some kind of problem, but 
decide to let it pass. Seasoned 
commentators derided this mo- 
mentary impulse of mine. “He 
would have dismembered you!" 
they laughed. Fate had intro- 
duced me to Johnny Boy 
Gomes. 

JBG as he is popularly 
known (initials bearing a sim- 
ilar proximity to GBH) is the 
main sponsored surfer of Da 
Hui. Da Hui is mure than just 
a hip beach wear company. The 
“Hui O He'enalu" is the name 
of the Hawaiian wave riding 
dub with an ethnic undercur- 


rent :il*« known as the “Black 
Shorts”, with unintended 
echoes ni PG WiHiehou.se 's 
comic pseudo- fascist organi- 
sation. Bui “Hui” rough lv 
translates as “ gang” and. in the 
past, they have aroused con- 
tradictory emotions on the 
North Shore. One Hawaiian 
journalist condemned the “Wa- 
ter Patrol” services they provide 
at ASP contests as “a classic 
racket: who are they providing 
protection from? Only them- 
selves. that's who.” Another lo- 
cal retorted: “They may be the 
mafia, hui at least they're our 
mafia." 


There is a symbolic link 
with the Hawaiian sovereign- 
ly movement, as the Hui re- 
assert the entitlement of 
indigenous surfers to their 
breaks. With Captain Cook 
and American haoles (white 
guys) and annexation on the 
one hand, the Hui, on the oth- 
er. have come to represent the 
Hawaiian heritage and the 
great tradition of the water- 
man. once identified with 
Duke Kahanamoku, the 
Leonardo Da Vinci of the 
Renaissance of surfing in the 
20th century. Da Hui is a 
commercial offshoot and in an 


Photograph: Carl Vrtti/AP 


ironic twist that betokens a 
new-found respectability, its 
president is now applying for 
membership of the ASP steer- 
ing committee. 

Meanwhile, if Johnny Boy 
and Da Hui are reformed char- 
acters, the Hawaiian waters 
remain unforgiving. Two surfers 
have died in the last couple of 
days, on relatively small waves, 
one off the Vital], another at 
Rocky Point. Bui the talk is of 
the big swell that is forecast to 
hit at Christmas and fill all the 
North Shore stockings - but 
above all Waimea Bay - with 
sublime waves. 




Among the good, the bad and the ugly Naseem Hamed takes the golden, full fruit biscuit 
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As 199Ts referee looks at his 
watch and some people invade 
the pitch because they think 
its all over, there's just time to 
hand out a few small-screen 
brickbats and bouquets (as is 
the way with this column they 
are mostly brickbats). 

Worst new series: In January, 
Channel 4 foisted Under the 
Moon on us. presented by 
magazine editor Danny Kel- 
ly, and Tun Gark. an alleged 
comedian who really should 
stick to soft drinks ads. I have 
to admit I've never watched it 
all through the night, but then 
l doubt anyone else has. The 
programme hasn't wanted for 
potentially interesting guests, 
but every discussion has had 
that desultory “what shall wc 
talk about now?” feeling. 

The nadir came when Greg 
Chappell was given all the 


time he wanted, and then 
more, to plug his total hair re- 
placement system. It was scant 
consolation that by that time 
I was probably the only mug 
still watching as the pro- 
gramme sold, at a knock down 
price, whatever soul it pos- 
sessed. 

StilL there was worse (I’d 
like to insert a few choice 
words about Channel 5 at 
this point, but I'm still not re- 
tuned - Richard Ingrams, who 
used to review TV for The 
Spectator despite not actual- 
ly possessing a set, is my in- 
spiration here). 

Sky One’s Eat My Sport 
fronted by Lofty of East- 
Endcrs and Statto from Fan- 
tasy Football League is a 
perfect demonstration of how 
the medium takes subjects of 
apparently endless fascina- 
tion. sucks all the life out of 


them, then dresses them up as 
cheap screen sellers. With 
Skinner and Baddiel. the hu- 
mour was intended to reside 
in Statto's very unsuitability - 
a sort of Motson on Mogadon 
- but why make a bad joke 
worse by giving him his own 
series? 

Best new series: Not quite 
curlish enough to put On Side 
(BBC1) on the worst new se- 
ries short list. I’m not quite 
charitable enough to consid- 
er it for best new series. It 
needs more substance, less 
sycophantic froth. More sport, 
less showbiz. John Invcrdale 
may be flavour of the year, but 
not this palate. 

The best new series was 
also the most pleasant sur- 
prise. Sky One’s football soap 
Dream Team had a cast of en- 
gaging characters all well 


played, and plot lines and sit- 
uations that were rooted in re- 
ality and. although he didn't 
hang around for more than 
the first few weeks. Run 
Atkinson was a revelation as 
Harchestcr United’s manager. 
At 58. hc‘s probably a hit old 
to be considering second ca- 
reers, but I could easily see 
him doing the jnh. as he would 
say. in something like Prime 
Suspect or Our Friends in the 
North. 

Best documentary: There 
were several contenders. 
ITVs “There’s Only One Bar- 
ry Fry”, for example, followed 
the eponymous hem, who I al- 
ways imagined selling sec- 
ond-hand cars in Albert 
Square, as he look over Pe- 
terborough and came to re- 
alise that running a club on the 
breadline is living in the 


trenches dressed in head-lo- 
lue dayglo orange and danc- 
ing the jig. He makes for such 
great TV, though, the film 
should have been ever belter 
than it was. 

Besl of all was “Footballers 
Wives” (Channel 4). On one 
hand there was Suzy Walker, 
the wife of Spurs goalkeeper 
lan. with her naff cable show. 

H iya ! the most u n forgiving 
sequence featuring her failing 
to remember her name for a 
trailer. 

Walker came across as ve- 
nal. vapid and vacuous. At the 
other end of the spectrum, 
where real life exists, was 
Ann Lee. wife of Jason. As 
the Nottingham Forest strik- 
er pondered a move to Wat- 
ford, Ann looked after their 
kids and semi-detached home 
and discoursed eloquently on 
her virtual widowhood. “I 


hale football, she says at 
one point, in superb contrast 
to the twitterings of the oth- 
er two wives, i think netball 
should be on icily, not foot- 
ball. She gets the golden 
thumbs up from me. 

And so m the final category 
in mv personal awards cere- 
mony. and my favourite: 

Dick head of the yean 
(1 picture a trophy stitched to- 
gether by Damien Hirst from 
the appropriate bodyparts 
then cast in fool’s gold). 
There used to be only one 
contender tor this but he has 
finally been usurped. Chris 
Eubank has fought manfullv 
this year to keep his title, es- 
pecially with his recent ap- 
pearances on They Think Its 
All Over and .-1 Question of 
Sport. BUI he has hecn 

eclipsed by the boundless tal- 


ent of Naseem Hamed to 
make an arse of himself. 

On Christmas night “Start- 
ing Blocks" (ITV) had footage 
of the young Hamed. wearing 
what appeared to be an old 
cushion cover, landing fiat 
on his behind as he tried io 
vault the ropes. This should be 
shown everytime he fights, as 
an antidote to his 20-miciute 
laser disco entrances. He’s a 
fine boxer (though not that 
fine, as Kevin Kelley under- 
lined recently). But as his 
performance on “Sports Re- 
view of the Year" (BBCl) 
demonstrated so hilariously, 
he is without equal in the tossl 
pot department. 

They should get Ann Lee 
to manage him. She’d son him 
out. in fact, strike that. She’s 
too good For him. Should she 
ever get sick of Jason, though, 
she knows where to find me 
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wn and white brigade in the Blue Cross Indoor Polo competition. The event 
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feMured eight ta seven differ Tony Club benches. Blue Cross, an animal welfare organisation, w* the officud show chanty 

ping with joy at equine extravaganza 


of the championships broke all 
previous records, attracting, a 
near capacity audience over the 
10 performances. 

Some of the entertainments 
- notably the Pedigree Chum 
Dog Agility and the Osborne 
Refrigerators Shetland Pony 


Grand National are perennial 
favourites, with amazingly agile 
dogs breathlessly eager to please 
their handlers and Shetlands 
going faster than you thought 
their short legs could cany them. 

Other displays included the 
Metropolitan Mounted Police 


jumping through hoops of fire 
and Ihe latest French showman, 
Jean -Francois Pignon, playing 
with his friends who happen to 
be horses. 

With a prize fund worth 
£230,000, the showjumping at- 
tracted most of the world’s top 


riders and generated thunderous 
applause whenever one of the 
Whitaker brothers appeared. 
There was warm appreciation, 
too, for the best of the visitors, 
notably the stylish German, 
Ludger Beerbaum. who was lead- 
ing rider of the show. 

Beerbaum’s two children, 
aged 13 and 6, were at Olympia 
for the first time. Like other 
youngsters they loved the show, 
even before they had the thrill 
of cheering their father home to 
victory. 

- Genevieve Murphy 
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14/RACING 


CHEPSTOW 


__ HYPERION 

> 2 -20 Ever Blessed 2.30 Dr Leunt 

Sparkling Cone 3-00 Sadler's Realm {nb) 

’ -20 Rainwatch 3.30 Muskhlll 

1 -55 Indian Tracke r 

GOING: Heavy. 

• Letr-nand, undufattag course *tth tm+i d aaoyds 

• C«xrM e on A4«. Chepstow station (Caitiff - Gloucester tow) im. ADMISSION: Cfab 
^0; TaHersafc Ce. CAH PARK: Free. 

TRAINERS: M Pfpe — 42 winners from SO runners gves a success ratio 
crt 233^; p Hobbs a) from 7B (263%); N Itabftm-Oavtes 19 from K® (n»tt); P Nlchollt 
w from 75 (24%) 

• L£Mirra JOOEY& A P McCoy 29 wws from tB rttea (260%): B Dimwoociy w frt« 
W D’Briflgwatef S from 7B (228%); W ItarSton 9 from 61 (wfffc). 

• FAVOUHITB: 151 wins ki 375 races (403%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME Landed Gentry (wared) (230) 

fio on] CALOR GAS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 2m 4f 11 Oyd 3 Penalty value £3,487 

1 4F-6H CHAMFLEVE (FR) (39) iD A Jtfinsan) M Pm 4 n Q A P McCoy 

2 0 .ARQiAfliy (65) (IAsCMjtmO Baking b II d JfrEBtf*Mton (7) 

3 3-fl BRUSH WTfH FAME (21) (J S 0 Gfobs & Sons) J 9 Hobbs 5 11 0 ..-GTormey 

4 1-33 CRABAPPIE HILL (41) (BF) (Ms E Bares) □ NWtfsmS H 0 Rltaitofl 

5 ta'3- EVER BLESSED (40B) (Ew Beessfl ftrtrwd^)) Mm J Pitman 5 11 0 RDunemdy 

• W44Q KWJCKAROO (Fffl) (D Wrte)DWHfe6ll 0. RBoftmw 

7 OB RWER MULUGAN pi) (St l**n Estates Lid) P Hobba 5 H 0 DEMdratar 

8 1/30-a THE LAND AGENT (31) (D t Bas) J IUb 4 11 0 PM*an 

9 00- TWETDRARLEZ(3Q9}|UsJStrangelCDtBHe6110 p Holey 

V 633 BALUfURApl)(FHodfatfi PftodfoTOSlOB 6 Borough 

-lOdedared- 

BETTING: W Ctangtora, 52 Brer Blessed. 11-2 CntaputeHRS-lThi Land Agent, 10-1 River 
UoBgan, 20-1 Brush WU Fame, 50-1 Kmckaroo, 86-1 oChere 
1996: meetng abandoned due b frost 

liO en LEVY BOARD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS Q Bono 
£7,000 2m 31 110yds Penalty Value £4,923 I 00 *** 

1 SWP DENVER BAY (256) (BI NaytoO J Gftort 1} 12 Q LAapaflP) 

QfccA, red chevron, hooped cap 

3 1P1-25 ORSWELL LAD (21) IH M E Wnghfl P Hobbs BUT — Mr R Wldger {7) 

finaraMgraan. k<wb armlets, stuped cap 

3 023- 1 U wnHIMPl0OTY(lS)(CD]{BF)(GZMzEQPNctab8il4. RDumoody 

PM and purple tguanemd), ptnkstae/co 

4 -11222 COOLTEEN HERO (23) (D) (J P M 4 J W GookJ R Afiwr 7 10 TJ PHoBer 

Gold, aquamatm sfesvos 

5 *314-4 INDIAN ARROW (NZI (12) (BF) (Joe S Joeme FWndsl M Rpe 8U2 C Maids 

□or* jraen and wWe cSatMto. wMb jAkvbs and cap 

6 22P-31 WELLTHIED (12) (Mrs G A Robarts) R Frca 7 107 (5oc) J Float 

Emerald green, sangeroe sleeves aid spots on Mac* cap 

7 0HI31 EARLY DRINKER (28) ID) (3 Channng-Wianial O Sherwood 9 KM J A McCarthy 

Awv btacJi szrtDB. stnood s bo i ii s 3rd «« 

8 3fiPl SRAHKLING CONE (9) (**i M FkrtZil Ifcs V WSams 8 O 4 (5»J ._ .A P McCoy 

PkA. UxA Cmss at Larane, amnia and cap 

9 4P0P3- BBUAMIN LANCASTER (294) (C) (M Gdtfsi) M Gnffh 13 1) 0 RTTwrrtOn 

Witte. royal Uue seams, hooped cap 
-9 declared - 

Afirwaim wsgftt iQsL True handicap n&gtiL BenpmnLancMaraa 'Ob 
i BETTBIG: 6-4 Spwtttng Cone, S-1 Wel Timed, 11-3 With Impunity, 8-1 Coohsen Haro. Early Drinker, 
M Indian Arrow, 11-1 OrewaS Lad. 20-1 Denver Bay; 25-1 Bsnjoioln Lancaster 
FORM GUIDE 

SPARKLING CONE was hewing Ins first nsi over fences, and fi3 first oumg In to months, 

I when beatng a good field of novices m some style aUbwcestor only nine days agaWMe 
the grey may aeem up agansl it lalwig on exp^ienced hflvnfcappero so early In hb new 
career, he may never be so wel hantfeapped again and Ocpphg down n dstance shoi**rt 
be a problem n the conditions Orswall Lad is brought bach n trip after taOng to got 
home over an untended three and a quarter mdes at Newton Abbot last time. The eight- 
year-old « at home on tins ground and ha amateur taking 71b off puts him in with cydre 
a shout Wed Timed seems sured by anylhsig between two and three mles and the 
ground helped him when he got up to boat Thivaday over the minimum at Newton 
Abbot JS days ego A 5b penalty loaves t*m that much worse in with fourth-ptacad In- 
dian Arrow, and although Martsi Pipes lumar can do a lot better, he was 18 lengths be- 
hnd and W« Treed is the tagger dangat: WBfi ImpunRy appreciated easier pound when 
making a wkmng comeback at Antree last month Ha la out to make amends lor bhm- 
demg and uraea&ng he refer when favour® ta Mow up a Chatterham but has poes- 
bly a ante Wt too much on h& plate the tree. Denver Bay has no easy task under top 
weight on Ns first run saxre Apri MeeUon: SPMFKUNG CONE 


1 On I FINALE JUNIOR HURDLE (GRADE 1 } (CLASS [drpq 
LL~ i A) £25,000 3Y0 2m 11 0 yds Pen V&lue £15,394 

1 34 B0RA^(l5(MA^5^J&C«l^If Tr^-Oav»s CMaUOe 

Ugtt blue, rrenvr c/ievron. naved sleeves, fiow Wuv "uw ouaiwprf w 

2 321 KILBfBOE IAD (7) (D) (Peter Wecel| D » fl Thornton 

Rad. /Me tuple aamand. Oammis cm daws 

3 t RWtWATCK PS) (D) IMis fisori C Famrtl M it 9 A P McCoy 

blue, ted das. sleens and iXBrtxi cap 

4 II SAD MAD SAD (USA) (28) (□) IP Q Savf I M Rw«y H 0 P Niven 

Maroon, S^s due sieeiw, #qfv blue cap. imroon cfcsnond 

5 0 SHADED « 5 61){E TWSyjPRodbd HO SBunwgh 

LgN Mue. red aan. arped sfcevea and cep 

S <h1 VIRTUOSO (12) (0) (Us UDnrejC Mam no RUmwoorty 

Dart green and tight green dtsboio. quartered cap 

7 0 RXEYSOUEST(I2)(£meHougrton| jSItoCffitlSl WUcFgrtanfl 

Maraon and s*tt& Krjva t&tnio wt i*eves 

-7daCbrsd- 

UETTlNG: 4-6 Rafanvatch, 4-1 Ktlbrlde Lad, Sad Mad Bad, 11-2 Virtuoso, 18-1 Borezon, SO- 1 oth- 
«TS 

FORM GUIDE 

The latest of RAINWATCWs three wns on the FtatiWs year cams on heavy ground a: 
Haydock n October and n was ndmg soft when he made a wtmng start w ludias at 
Newbury last month. It was an repressive performance, too he one bad jump commg 
at the last and etamng Kilbride Lad id close ihe gap ra si. lengths Borazon was u 
lengths back in tfvd Trie placed horses have more than upneid the lorm since, hlbnde 
Lad winning easiy on sort ground at Haydock. whfe Borazon was fourth ai Cheltenham 
h one of the honest Juverite races ot the season Both are re*Ry held, however, as Ran- 
watch had It wrapped up a long before the last a NawUry. Sad Mad Bad m unbeaten 
In mo starts; winring easiy at Market Rasen and then an our to noU Cry Hal n a bel- 
ter race at Newcastle. This is a stronger race again aid there must also be a doubt about 
him handing ground this testing Virtuoso a also Ukng a stag up the ladder alter low- 
key wins at Uttewater and Wanivck. Selection RAINWATCH 

T~ccl CORAL WELSH NATIONAL (HANDICAP foRrol 
_ l,w l CHASE) (GRADE 1) (CLASS A) £45.000 added l pp *^ 
3m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £30,846 

1 1P21-F BBJ40NT KING (28) (C) ftfo. 5te Bond) P NkholS SCO R Dunwoody 

ftntobi* braces. ha**rf ste?ves. pm* cap Mac* efcvnonc 

2 men- CVBC3RGO (FH) (267) (C) ('jOunry Seres Ltd) M Pipe 7 ft 0 A P McCoy 

Vfelbiv. maroon ciossbefls. roya/ blua iteeves. rcyal and yeto» quarjerPd 

3 /P6-D BANJO (FR) (21) (BF) i Darren C Mercer) DNmcfccn 7 n 11 RTtrorrwn 

Stack, white hoops, tree* sleeves «**m spots 

4 1301-3 BELLS LIFE (14) (C) [H Gfcbsl P hobos 8 n 3 G Tbmwy 

EnwraU great cupfe ertes^ bet. wrote cap 

5 25P/55 EARTH SUMHT (21) |C) (SinTrul FSrtnadipi N TwaorvDanes 9 O t3 . TJanksB 

Slack yeto» seams and stoeves, quartered cap 

e rays DORAN TRACKS? pi) [JO? a Joame ftcnardsl M Ppe 702 C Maude 

Dari* (peert and who? dsabo*’ /Mb Mem and cap 

7 RTSVP GfffiENtflL TARE AWAY (21) (C) lUs P F Rayro) P Hobbs 3 V * SMcNall 

Royal bbe and |«ftw Iftalwdi feint srewea rcutf Ott« armlec. royaf Uue cap 

8 2-3511 SAULS (22) (C) (V*® Lon Rartnashpi P Hobbs 8 0 S perl DBndgwzter 

Dart, Mue. yeftnt stars, red aWews 

9 43061 EVANGaJCA (USA) (52) (C) (Main FfoeRacz^M Pipe 7 »3 -G Supple (51 

Bbck, »fMe triple ttenwnd. cSafx*i on sleeves, wfvre cap 
V) tlP» GNENTHE PI) (C) (BF) (LG Kinter) A Turd 9 V) 2 . L Harvey 

Royal Mue. gray cnns-heftc. jfey aeeves royal Mub smtfers. Wart cap 
IT 400-U5 KHJLESH1N ft) (H Manners) H Manners r Cl 5 Curran 

Dartr blue, redcap, green spots 

C 1Q1-3 CAJflBOO GOLD (USA) (1^ (Ms S C Nefsml k Batey B 0 1 P Carberry B 

Red. wtm staarro. red slaeres. saved cap 

0 400frP QAKYNS BOY (35) (Q (Alan Parker) N Twsibn-Oanes BOO D Leahy 

ItAw; /Me epiaMs. yeBort steeves. bbcA amOets. /Me cap 
74 05-01 DOM SAMKXJHAI (FR) (21) (C) (BKIpatricki M PfpeG lOOMeKi . .. J A McCarthy B 

Biterdd green scarta hooped sle&es and cap 

e 6&F53 FOOOBROKER ETTAR (21) (Food Brrters Lttt) J flitod 7 00 . 0Bwrows(5) 
Brown and iviwe (quartered), bmvn staews, /Me cap 
- IS declared - 

Unmsit: 10 m. live //dgtits: Dakyns Boy Set 9tb. Dom Satmsei 9a 9b. Foodoroker Star 43 itfi 
BETTWG: W Cytoorgo, 11-2 Indian Tracker. B-1 Cartioo Gold 15-2 Bella Ufa, 9-1 Banjo, Samira. 
10-1 Belmont King, 11-1 Dom Samurai. 12-1 Gtwntfcne. 25-1 Earth Sunmft. Evangellca. Green ha 
Dre Away, 28-1 IGBeaMn, 90-1 others 

FORM GUIDE 

This race, abandoned for the last two years, had been farmed by Marftn Pipe and « tne 
lota ai{?tte& and early nineties by Mann Pipe and he s mob-handed today with Cyborgo, 
Indian Tracker, Dom Samoural and Evangellca Cytxirga Tony McCoys mount, has 
beer tavewtte since the ante-post books opened and desorvedy so The seven-y&ar- 
old. a amarl staying hunJer. has been beaten only once »i five attempts over fences, and 
that was in the Gold Cup on ground too fast. Bottomless ground like todays brrgs out 
the best n hkn. Indan Tracker Mas had barely a handfii of outngs over fences and re- 
turned with a crockrg run agaret yesterday s King George wrner See More Business 
here over three m*os eaifier m the month. Banjo (same weights) was eight lengths back 
n thzxL E art h Summit rated pH In fifth and Graenhil Tare Away pulled up The latter 


P Carberry B 
D Leahy 
JAMcCantiy B 
0 Burrows (S) 


KEMPTON 


12.40 Real Estate 
1.10 KADI (nap) 

1.45 Hurricane Lamp 


HYPERION 

2^0 Sanmartino 
2.55 RedeemyoureeK 
325 Three Farthings 


GOING: Soft (Good to Soft n places). 

• Right-hand course. Practically fiat Run-r of 200yd. 

• Course is on A308 at Sunbiry. (Bus fink from ft ti reond Underground station,) AD- 
MISSION: Club £16. Jureora (I8to25-year-0lds) £12: Grandstand £12: Silver ftng ££ Ac- 
companied chfclren under-16 free CAR PARK: Members £5 (Urnhud and must be 
prebooked): remander . free 

• LEADING TRAINERS; D Nicholson — B wmere from 6B runners gvee a success ra- 
te) ot 275<ki; K Bailey 12 from 52 (23.1%); R Akwr ri tram 37 |29.7%}: N Henderson h 
from72 fB3%L 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Maguire 25 wfas from 95 rides ^vas a success ratta of 283%: 
M A Fitzgerald 18 from v33 (175%); N WOfiamaan 16 from 73 (2L9%); G Bradley 6 from 
54 (H.1%1 

• FAVOURITES: 117 wins in 288 raoes (406%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 

19 AH I PERTEMPS CALEDONIAN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS B) 
“‘^1 £7,000 added 3YO 2m Penalty Value £5,289 

1 1FTQ3 ffllNMMG DE O30SV (FH) (22) P) (BF) (P A Deal) M Ffoo 11 12 DFuhnnam 

2 56OT4 FATAUSTE (FR) (44) (D) (BF) (Trevor Partng) M Ppe n 8 JiTHfianon 

3 411 VIRTUOSO (12) (D) (fits M Devne) C Ifcm 11 8 .- 

4 « REAL ESTATE (13) (D) |Mre J MoJtQ D IWbscn T 4 .AMagdra 

5 ANOTHEH NIGHT (F97) (Megan PerrisCraiB SMd>) F Muply TO PHda 

6 ASSAILABLE (F86) (N CMagan) N Catalan 11 0. Doubtful 

7 DARCY (F1 14) (Hdckrato Lrniied) NCMa^ai n 0 SopWe WcM 

8 2 MAJESTY (22) (The Sprung Diwfc)S Dow TO M A Fitzgerald 

9 MAHDREW(FB8) (Terry Corners) Jt*n Berry TO BBowefl 

f) PUDDLEBROCK (D J & L Gatdheti N Babbage T 0 RGtmm 

n 3 SHARBADARtD (16) (Mm Ame Devrtsi S Dow T 0 - -.MRtehwfs 

B TORN SEX (F84) (Lady Bamkxd) P Mbbber T 0 AThonHon 

13 P UPGRADE (30) (M Arcfw 8 Mss J Braedust) N Twaton-Deries T 0 CLteweflyn 

14 WING OF A PRAYER (FI 82) (Thurtoe Thanugbrads) P MkhM T 0 JCakty 

B 4 KAUNKA (iq (Be Raong CUl) C Egotxi 0 9 __.B Renton 

-iSdaciarad- 

Kraro»Y firsr preference s tne i.SOat Chepstow 

BETTING: 5-4 Raol Estate, 9-1 Majesfy.n-2 Fdansta. 5-1 Rumiiig De Cerfsy, 12-1 Deroy, Shar- 
batfarid, 14-1 Kalinka, 16-1 Torn S3k, 20-1 otfwre 
1898; Meebng abandoned due to frost 

rr i n I phttemps executive network handicap \~nZ~ 

LilirJ CHASE (CLASS B) £15,000 added 2m 4f 110yds ^ 
Penalty value £10,241 

1 (C-33 COUUON (14) (D) |U G St Qunmn] 0 StovoxI 820 NVntoraati 

Pink and yeacw tsamcvids; yetowslaeK* and cap 

2 2-3773 SUPER TACTICS (7) (CD) (H V Potry) R Alnar g 70 B AThoraton 

Green gold sasft and amMs. gaW and wh8e hooped cep 

3 4434EI SOUTHOU (784) (G Hubbad) G Hutsnd 9 V 4 , B Fenton 

Eme/aU pieen. t/tm sfeeres, ernerab green and wf»fe check cap 

4 OWW KADI (GBfl (14) (P) (JEBrttor) DMcholsoia 100 AMagofi* 

fttom black star.Ctock and reflow hooped sSmvbs. red cap 

5 ZDP-41 SIREDON BLEU (FR) (Z3) (D) (Jm Lewis) Mss H Krdjght 5 DO .JCtdkdy 

Maroon and ikjhr bbe anpro. Sgnr tew stewar. hooped cap 
-S declared - 

Unman wetghr. roa. True handcap uergfta: Kao aa 1 lb, Eoredon Sfeu 9sf 81b 
BETTING: 5-2 Coulton. 1W Super Tactics, 10830 Edredon Bleu, 5-1 Kaifl. 10-1 5oo(tlott 


FORM GUIDE 

Super Tbctlca efipped the two-mie course record here when stemming Clay County K) 
lengths r October T99& This genune type has twice scored over rhe longer inp here, 
■nckxfing on his penultimate start last month alter scoring at Newbury, wtite he was a 
fair third behnd Cefibate and Lord Doroet under I2sr at Ascot a week ago. Robert A/nei s 
rme^year-oid goes off the same mark but wfl shoutter I6to less today and has every 
chance However, EDREDON BLEU, despite being 6t) wrong n the weights, may have 
the edga Henrietta Kraghife charge was having only fis second outfog of tfie season when 
making al to hold off Cheryl's Lad gamely by hah a length over today t irp at Leicester 
and should progress again. Coulton wti be more at home at the mp after thud m tnree- 
mifers behind Cool Dawn at Ascot and The Grey Monk at Haydock, where he was beat 
en a tkstanoa SauthoR was usefii a couple of season back but has a fonq absence 
agates! fan. Selection: EDREDON BLEU 


fT^El PERTEMPS CREAM WAYWARD LAD NOVICE 1 

• m m T%J ptJAcp ft*l ACC R\ Mq nf¥l arlrfcnl Omdf llflwfc 

C4 1 


— -i rr ocr ni iitmfnt HMinieap miiSF (class bi i 


Penalty Value £10^11 

j 


o rc ii ncunui i men i iwixuiwir urinuc d) 
£10.000 added 3m Penalty Value £6.983 1 

C4 


1 137253 AWAH (USA) (22) [Sake Gemh] P Hctto 5 11 7. MAFHzgerald 

VbSoHt emeraftf green sfar on body and ctp. tetoirsteevea. enwakf green stars 

2 13314 DONTLEAVETHB4E5T (35) (ML9de) RCinsTT 7 NWBamson 

Red white sleeves, nil and gray segmented cap 

3 IT-01 SIR DANTE (1 1) (Ifl (P R Mby) fi Rowe 6 n 7 AThomton 

Lghtbiua. /Me sir on body and cap. looped skrem 

4 0=2=6 ANGBI7S DOUBLE pq (CO) (JHenwod)R BucMer 9T 3 . ... BPowefl 

PlnK purpfe cSsc. prtk sleeves, purple star; and son on cap 

5 TCF-6 HURRICANE LAMP pi) (MrS Ms FWefch/R Bmsl DMchobon 6 ti 3. .A Maguire 

finerakf green, rod cross-bets; striped dee/aa. tad tap 

6 4-2 BAY LOUGH (18) (Guy Lu*) R Ftaw 6 10 12 B Fenton 

RoyafMA. wfae Mredabewi. red cop, rt^af Uue etar 
-OCMarvd- 

HtinNG: 5-2 Huirtoane Lamp, 11-4 Sk Dante, 9-2 Amtah, 1 1-2 DantfeavettienesL W Angrto's 
Double, 8-1 Bay Lough 

FORM GUIDE 

Sir Dante, who looks every inch a chaser, ended las season completing a tvades hal- 
trick and, atthough let down by faulty jurrping whan favouite and down Ihe field to Nashvie 
Star on hts chasing bow at Windsor, trotted up at RAsstona He wfl mprove further. An- 
gers Double, formerly a usefU long-distance hudfler. was leading and going Hre a win- 
ner only to topple ow three fences out in Fight Lieutenant race at Newbvy in Mante 
Bob Buckierb charge, second to Gfitler Isle at Lmgftakf before that was the only other to 
finish when 15-3 on and beaten 23 lengths by Gttter tote m Piumpton on he final run last 
term and wi much sharper for his hurdles an agamst Go-Wonral al Newbtry four weeks 
back. Even so, this C3n go to HURRICANE LAMP, who was useful met timber fast term 
mteen going in a Warwick and Sandown and would have won agaro al me Esher track 
on hs final nxi last season except tar fateig at the (teal f*ght A half-brother to useftf 
chaser Martnb Lamp, Hurroare Lamp has the make and shape to do wd at me» game 
and he shaped wal on his fencing bow behnd Drect Route on a return to Sandown 
David Ntahofeonb charge came to last of sot finishers but he was beaten only nne lengths 
and want given a hard time after hitting the ttad-fasi He wi Improve a lot lor the expe- 
rience. Amfah dd wsl In the early past of Bis season on faster grotnd and was a cred- 
itable third to Wise King at Sandown (good) fast time. Selection: HURRICANE LAMP 

|o 901 PERTEMPS CHRISTMAS HURDLE (GRADE 1) i pA j 
(CLASS A) £40,000 2m Penalty Value £24^45 1 w I 

1 12FU0 CHAt-YO (21) (D) (N Vhey) J OU 7 T 7 MAFtzgerakt 

Hnao. rayar blue star, rad steams: ted and /Me hooped cap 

2 140-Z3 I'M 5UPPOS1N (7) (U) (BF) (N Coct»1 R Rowe 5 T 7 AThomton 

Maroon. ye*w sroitec, quartwed cap 

3 00-338 KERAW1(21)(0)(MAidite&U5SJBroatuS)NTmaDn-Dams.4n7 CLtewefiyH 

bghtduB. maroon tfwvrtn fated sfeeres. (gf# blue ot/ maroon puMered cap 

4 fit-771 SANMARTWO (2^ (CD) (K AtxMbhi D Nchobon 8 T 7 __AUagurt 

Green, pm* sash and cap. /Me sleeves 

5 tin- SHADOW LEADER (252) (0) (J Backsna*) C Egerffln 8 T 7 -JlWafiarmon 

Dark Mue. yefcw trfele ttemcwL yeftwsfeeves, tfar* Wire armteR daft Wire cap. yefcwttemands 

-Sdacfarad- 

BETTMG: 54 Sanmartino. 11-8 Shadow Laadat 9-2 I'm Supposin, 12-1 Chai-Yo. 20-1 Kerewl 


WETHERBY 


HYPERION 

1.00 Bamburgh Boy 1.30 Desert Brave 2.00 
Ardrina 2.35 Ask Tom 3.05 Over The Corrib 
3.35 Soldier Mak 

GOING: Soft 

• Left-hand oval circuit Run-m of 300yds sfighiiy uphfl. 

• Course is NE of town on BiSM near pjnction of A58 and Al. 
j ADMISSION: Club £73 (accompareea under- 16a tree): Trttereals 

£9: Course £3 (OAPs £1501 CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: MreURevelay — 44 winners tram 178 orv 
nes gvas a success retro of 34.7S: G Richards 34 tram 707 £2.4 %) : 
T Eosterby 18 from 82 (22 t *i: 0 Nicholson 17 from 65 (262M 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Nlvon 43 wms from 169 rides »ves a 
success ratio of 254V L Wyer 36 horn 151 (288*%); R Gwrtty 

12 bom 128 (9A B o): J Callaghan 9 from 78 (t15^) 

• FAVOURITES: 195 urns in 455 races H23M 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 

|l fin j BRADFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
1 l,w l D) £3,700 added 3YO 2m 

1 5 BARNATRGH BOY (28) T Easfarby 1) 12 LWyw 

2 FARHAN (USA) (WJ7)K Morgan tt 12.. ,-ASSraflh 

3 Q IN THE GENES (23)1 Wtoro i0 C RJotmon 

4 LOCKSRI (Far) A Smth to N Honocka p) 

£ 55 LYMAX(24) J Haead JcfatKii 012 D Parker 

6 40 MTOSOTS (15) F Hat V 12 . .. . EHuibandm 

7 NORMAN CONQUEST (FB4) MHaihmenUJ'E ...RGanBty 

8 4 SALT1MBANC0 (F87) N lteggot fl 12 MFtetar 

B 26 THE REAL MCCOY DS)(BF)L»5JRa(naJaiG , B.D1honBi (7) 

>6dedared- 

BETTTNG: W Bamburgh Bey. 5-1 Tlta (teal Uccoy, W Ftrtmv Naman 
ConquesL 8-1 bi Tha Genes. Lyman, 14-1 Saftimbwico, 18-1 others 

1 on I HAFWY WHARTON NOVICE HANDICAP 
l,OU l CHASE (CLASS D) SSJ000 2m 4f 110yds 

f 0-31 F DAWN MISSION (21) (CDBFJTEaaerty 5 IfO. LWyarB 

2 Fl.331 WNSIB1GU3RY(1fl (G)MWEaSBtl*6T 7to| RJohreon 

3 353H31 DESERT BRAVE (14) Mrs S Smth 7 TQ 13 GFRyw(5) 

4 30535 DANBYS GORSE (30) (CD) J M Jefferson 5 ti O 9 Storey 

5 456 '4F ORGAN RS3TAL (8) 0 Branan 8 1) T MBrentww 

6 3R662 BR0ADWATH?B0Y(41) M K®rrrx3nd9 D9. fikC8awiar(3) 

-Gdodaiad- 

BETTING: Z-1 Dawn Mfaskm. 1 1-4 MUBfer Glory, 74! Desert Brava, 7-1 
Danbya Gorsa. Broadwater Boy; 8-1 Organ Hobtal 

Ip nnl LONG MARSTON handicap hurdle 

l*- uu l (CLASS B) £7,000 added 2m 7f 
1 2m 7 GREAT EASEBY (121(0) W Storey 7TT . R McGrath 0) 
3 CrtJi n4NATTHETOPn5)J'Tumer5TI8 RSuffafe 


3 ^12 UUmiGN(14(D)MHarnrnnd6T(0 RGantty 

4 25530- DAUY BOY (291) T Eaderty 5 10 13 — _..LWyw 

5 62m- ARDRINA (MS) F Ujrphy 6 U C. MrSDuracfc(S) 

8 F421V LETHAL COCKTAIL (985) (BF) J H Jdnscn 8 1) 9 A S Snath 

7 12/456 HIT THE CANVAS (14) (C) (D) Ms M Reuefey 6 10 3 G Lae 

8 31-330 DOCXMASTBT (17) (BF) Msa M Itegan 6 to D 

- . ..C McCormack (5) 

-Bdedared- 

ABwnu m wagtr 10a True handicap weight Ooekmaser to too. 
BETTING: 5-2 Great Eaaefay, 3-1 Campaign, 92 Ardrina. 7-1 tan A! The 
Dip. Docfcmastoi; 10-1 Kt The Canvas. Dally Boy 16-1 Lethal Cocktail 


P’qcI CASTLEFORD CHASE (GRADE 2) 
l^* 00 l (CLASS A) £30,000 added 2 m 
T BM»1 ASK TOM (21) (D) T Tale 8 11 d RGanfity 

2 31-366 DOWN THE FBJ. (39) (CD) J H JcrtfBCr 0 n V. r ..AS Smith 

3 33-122 VMNGF1AGSMP (21) (CtflDNchobon rttlf O R Johnson 

4 2631-2 LORD DOflCET (7) (CO) J CharflDn 7 II 0 B Storey 

5 23-3G NATIVE MISSION (14) (CO) J FicCergid B TI 0 LWyw 

-SdaMared- 

BETHW*: 11-8 Ask Tom, WV8dngRagahip,M Lord Dorc*. 12-1 Down 
The Fei, 14-1 Natter Mission 

Q'ftBl APPLETON ROEBUCK NOVICE CHASE 
l J,ua l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m If 

1 5012/1 SOUNDS Ff!t (28) j FeGeraM B n 5 RCarftfy 

2 4P/444 BaBNESTOET (15)0 Brennan 9 110 . .. . MBrennan 

3 0K2/3 FEELS UKEGOLD pi] GRchantsSn 0 . ..6 Harding 

4 20n/P GREVILLE AGAIN (26) (D) D fechotaaifi 11 0 R Johnson 

5 P3&A <WSnHECQRRB(t(5 JCutisTllO JCaBagfean 

6 24PP-P SHATS OPTIONS ^7) (CO BF) TEaajrbyS fl 0 — L Wytr 

7 /36S03 SUL mSSO (10) Us 5 Bnti 5 « 13 GFRyanfS) 

-7dedarad- 

BETTING: 5-4 Sotmdi Fyn*, 5-2 Feet* Lfl» GoM. 6-1 GmSe Again. 8- 
1 8ftare Optknia, 12-1 Ereolna StresL Over The Coob, 33*1 Sul Fom 


lo act BRAMHAM NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
J,,w l DLE (CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m 

1 A2\ THE BUTTERWIOC IOD (17) (D) R Fahey 1 12 0 LWyw 

2 30-6 TOREVEH NOBLE fl') M Harmml 4 tl B - . ^ jRGmBy 

3 5«5 TTWNDERPOINT (18) T Eastorb* 5 11 8 .... JCataghm 

4 2-B23 CHINAnW5(2B)(D)(BF)JRoGeraM615 2., F Leahy (3) 

5 WSSi CLAJRFS DANCER (SQ) (D) A TUnel 4 IT 1 . C(fae(7) 

8 -23233 SOLDIER MAK (U)jUris4Q fl EHusbmt(3) 

7 02-51 TABRE(15)(D)PA*wi4«9 OPews 

8 COSSM KEY GRIP ffiO) Mn S SmCi 6 TO 5 . . _ . OF Ryan (5) 

9 5-3P01 DAN OEMAN (12) (ffl UEsLSdtJaB6 fl0(7p) _ J* Fatter 

* 05-00 PUBUCWAY (H)J NChlfttwrtar7 DO. LOTfcra 

- 10 dectrsd- 

Uemum : IQsl True /rigats: Dan De Menid iao.PtitecBi3v9SSa 
BETTING: 3-1 The BuOTnefckKhLM Dan Da Man, 8-ITMirtz. 7-1 ftr- 
avw Noble. CMna King. Kay Grip, B-1 SoUfarHak, 1(M tfM 


LEICESTER 


HYPERION 

1.05 Urgent Swift 1.35 Fair And Fancy 2.05 
Wayfarers Way 2.40 Gamwin 3.10 Dublin 
Treasure 3.40 Carrolls Rock 

GOING: Hunted - Soft (Heavy patches wi dip) . Chases - Good 

• Thght+iand. undulating course Run-ffi Crt 250yds 

0 Course is 2m SE of city off *6 Locemer station i London Si 
Ranoas. - Sheffield kne) 2tn. ADMISSION: One enfaoaze £9 rOAPs 
£51 Free racscards. CAR PARK: Free Steer Rng Car Park - £ft 
admits car and four occupants. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Plpa — 16 winners from EB rimers 
gives a success rauo of 235S: 0 Nicholson 12 from 50 l24'«l 
N Henderson 9 frwn 28 (321««j. Mias H Knight 6 from 2i (286*i>l 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: W Marston ID vrs from 65 rides gives 

8 axxess ran ctf G Bratlay 6 from 30 CW«): J R Kavanagh 

3 from 27 [ni%|;S Wynne 2 from 31 iBS^t 

• FAVOURITES: B6 wna wi 251 raeeo (343*4 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME. Nona 

1 rter i PYTCHLEY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
l,UJ l E) £3500 added 2m 

1 71-1 ANDSUS»« (7^ (D) C Brocks 5 n 5 DGakwher 

2 MBPS- AUWEV BLUE (25Q R Pesicod 8 Q C SWyme 

3 GOLDEN KAOEER (FIB) M Byan 6 1? S . . JRyan 

4 35 NOBLE ATHLETE (54) (BF) Mrs J Piman 5DC R Fflrrtrt 

5 POU NOU l*B P Sty 4 'to is WM«an 

6 (X UnSIT SWIFT (1QM Pitman 4 10 2 JRKavanagh 

7 CO RJNKY tiqFJaCm* P7 .JSupple 

8 06 NBDW000 NUTKM (17) 5 Morgan 4 W 7 BCWbM 

■ 8 dtt fare d - 

BET7TNG: 7-4 AndnaphL 4-1 Ui^aSwflL 5-1 Noble ADtete. 13-3 Goid- 
m Hadnr, 8-1 Akhrey Blue. Funky. ]4*t Pou Noa Neetfwood NuUMi 

1 I ocl HOBY SELUNG HURDLE (CLASS G} 
l± 2 rJ S2J5Q0 added 2 m 

: 0-2344 EWEaOSUTOflOHiqNLittnttdenSnS RFarrantB 

2 SJP2 FAIR AND FANCY( (^ (CD) H5 DGsfiaaher 

3 63W5 CLOWTHG PATH (29) (CD) R Hodgts 7 n 5 TD»com6o 

4 46«P. BAUIOfUL PRINCESS C62iDMCCa»i4 no S Wynne 

5 3W.S CHALlSIGfflROWn^JJJW’SLJBwIi toT2 P Henley (3) 

5 GLENRAZ1E(F302) JLHarre4to72 JSuppfe 

7 KM KING OF THE BLUES (44) J King 5 ® C WUnton 

8 F4353S ROYAL HAND (27) R Amson 7 to C - Mr R Annson V 

9 00 SUITOR (28) 5 tor < TI U JRKamagh 

^ S566 TAfBYAR(Ffi)(ii)qnc*nsheadSOi2 Gary Lyora 

n «SKYLOVB)(F33)TBI4to7 . PMklgteyOg 

• 11 dodared- 

WTTlNa 3-1 Gkwrtng Path. 7-2 Evezlo Rufo. 5-i Fair And Faney, 6-1 
King of The Hues. 7-1 Royal Hand, iwyaifi-l Batawte Prowess, Chat 
tenger Ron dervazte. Suitor. 25-1 Rsky Lover 


1 1-60W CEL DE BBJON 1281 (H de Prasyntall F Dournen (Fi) 7 71 to — ....IfrTDoumenB 

YeHo*. Ugtoblue hoop. Jfmfae and cap 

2 4/43-1 OATS REGRETS (22) p Oyfe-Thonruonj U» H Knigtt 9 Ti 3 AMagukB 

VWitfB. red iBops. armtete ana cap 

3 1/I-5F REDSMYOURSELF (22) (Q (BF) T &wm) J GitWrl 8 to Q . BPowai 

Dart blue, fw* sash, pm* stems, dart bteearmtoe. r/arf Me cap on* spoa 

4 UMU4 FRAZER ISLAND (21) (D) (BF) (Dr B Ateander) R R»w 6 to n AThomton 

Brown hg» Me OTSS-beffs. stnpad stems, kgti Uue 

5 :i&F ARfERM0LE(22)(WESlurt>J0U9O1T... . MAFtagoreld 

Dart bfc* aim wfate check dark due sleeves, mhde cap cartbteesiar 

6 B-U22 ANDHE LAVAL (17) (D) (BF) (MsC Vlfa^to K Batey 8 to 8 NWIHaroaon 

Gwype* epateac.bMperfsfe9ws.prtr cap 

7 iPi-25 ORSWELL LAD (21) (RMEWngtaj PHotiteStoB - 

EmeciW green. *tm arrntea. sfaped cap 

8 GZF1 SCOflESHEET (48) (M Me« Parinerai J Gitau 7 10 0 P HU) 

Maroon and red check, ted sleeves and cap 

-Bdeci»ad- 

OrsMl LatTs ftsl prefawioa a me 1250 at Chepsto* 

Unmum /night id a Tree Madcap irnght Sctrototf M 13b 

BETTING: 7-2 Arter Note. 4-1 CWDa Brioo. 9-2 Oafis Regrets. 5-1 ScorKimtS-l Redaemyoiir- 
setf, 7-1 Andre LavaL 9-1 Fnsrer Island 

FORM GUIDE 

An rttaresbng remaefi here between Oatts Regrets, a winner at Sandown three weeks 
ago. and ARFER MOLE, who was ipsides althe last only to take a cra<4img ran There 
should be Kite in between me pair and Arter Mata with a 3to advantage <^an nave the 
edge The Sandown race was fas first since February when he was a most tksapponl- 
mg favourite at Huntrogdon in February but he non both precadng slam last term - at 
Towcesler and Sandown. Andre Laval deserves a change of fortune He faunctered and 
unseated on fas reappearance and has had (he others wel beaien oil m qoing down 
only half a length r both subsequent outings - to Suniey Bay at W meant on and Who is 
Equname al Leicester. Francos DoumenS CM De Brian, ftxjrth m the Hennessy Gold 
Cup after an Auteui second, is another B®*y to go wel Radoomsyaureetf beaten 
when he fei two fences out m Oabs Renats' Sandown race Scoresheet from rhe same 
stable as Redeemyoureen, made a successful return a wrcanion Iasi month bui rMi t ac- 
count for anything of note Selection ARFER MOLE 

ro'ocl PERTEMPS EDUCATION NETWORK HANDICAP HURDLE 
{CLASS B) £8,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £5.597 

1 Mfl-3 SUMMER SP&L (84) (CJIWSMrsE SRoteisJN HBnoervxi 4 it o MAFtageraM 

2 3- MSI FfRE BALL (FH) |1fl) (Quran Qzabefh) F Dounen (ft) 4 n 6 Mr T Dourowi O) 

3 12-626 KHAUD) (23)(D)(T JWhfltey) DGardofc8tt6 Sopfae MccheB (5) 

4 -12344 SECRET SERVICE (21) |Hcte h The WM Gang) C P Bar*«4 5 to 5 BFenton 

a 3-1135 PEAUNGS (2fl) JD) (G Hibbanl) G Mubbam a to 3 A Maguire 

6 31-F4P ROYAL PIPER (NZ) (21) (A M (fartncscnl A J Wfcon to to T R Greene 

7 221-5 THfKE EARTHINGS (32) (H 1 ) |K R Britten] J Old 7 03 CUewelyn 

-7dedarad- 

BETTING: 11-4 Fire Bad, 4-1 Summer Spefl. 5-1 Peallngs, Three Farthings, 11-2 Secret Service. 
7-1 KhafldL 12-1 Royal Piper 


O OS I QUORN NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
1^:1 (CLASS E) £ 6,000 added 2 m If 

1 H2-51 WA YFARER S WAY (16) (D) N Htendasai 6 H n JRKavmnh 

2 01-2-P YOUBETTERBEUEVETT (28) C Bocks 8 11 to M Bwtv (71 

3 2Ps5 NEW LEAF (22) (Dj D 'irttWIto 5 TI 0 G Ucton 

4 5-5331 ASTRAL INVASION (11) TW31 fi tofllT® | Gw LvortsB 

5 C0SAFUAlR(23)nBafey7to5 PHentav(a 

-5 declared- 

BtnWG- 11-10 Wayfarers Way. 3-1 Astral Invasion. 7-2 Vbubetteri»- 
ttwM. 8-1 New Leal to-1 Cosa Fuair 

2 401 i^JCESTERSHIRE SILVER FOX H'CAP 
I I CHASE (CLASS C) £12, 000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 H5|3 GARNW1N (151 (CO) N Henderson 7H O JBKmhUi 

2 GlFri J BagI THE KIBBER (633) (CD) Mrs J Pitman 8 n 9 R ftaard 
’ MfERDRUMdSHDIMWtaBaiaiW W»S! 

4 LIGHT (23) (CO) P teAteon 8 n 3 MrOHcPhdm 

5 UT1P4. DisrmCTTVE (271J ( q (O) M Wiratn B C C Mj»ren2 

1 SISTER W)S2A(10)(D)l^'iLamvTn»i g vis JUaowS 

8 UW32 IN TRUTH n<|(D| 30*^9 

9 Ui n MANOR M1E0 (16) (QJGftoAcncu n SO XAtepwuSv 

“ 9 dfdflfcd ■ 

KM 7or /i*\Scap »twAf«o 9sr f® 
BETTING: 3-1 Jtiber The Ktabec 4-1 Gamwin. 11-2 Motor Drum. Stajv 

Ing UgW.a-rSaiBrRosja. In Truth, Minor Mieo. IM oihere 

3-lO|!JS?5PS!S HANDICAP HURDLE 

— (CLASS E) £ 5,000 added 2 m 4 f 1 1 0yds 

l SSt gMpWSAHF557)KCgnn1od7pn. SWvnna 

i 1C225 FIVE FLAGS (14) S Srrtfh 9 n to n wHkinowwn 

3 «1_5 GRUNGE^, OM^SmthSfir T£££ 

t “Sf™»SURE(I9)jN»*5110 t£2£ 

5 64*32 NEEDWOOD POPPY (2ii 8 Miyawi 9 10 C ‘ h522 

6 F-GPai SIGMA WIRELESS (16)(D)®^,f a „ w2Sl 

— W535' GftffiN CRUSADER^ ^ SsS to JR 

l Z*! W^OUNTIIIIT ulSSSmS 
9 ^5 SHAR1AKANTQ3I (14) JKhjS 04 JSSSffm 
^Sdcdomd - 

3.401 ^j-OWTREE HANDICAP hurdle 

— (CLASS F) £3,500 added 2 m 

l ^ ^JJJ[fOSSER (181 (CD) (BF) K Morgan 4 to n PUnm.m 

5 '£ SsS S-5S 

s ss 

iS 

8 66UP4I ZESTl{16)PHw*to6O0 ,W Ufahh(7) 

„ -9 declared- -»»w»TBgh 

rj#i 

1 1-2 Cerrofts Rock, 8-1 






.... R Durnrootflf 


sr^jm come on -or fhe run but seem MUd"} wdd«'^ 

to cyborgo at the awgh« with he rtCOV lW 

wvei m Bella Life and Samlee Befc L,l f ' qSSws wfwrher ifas 
befand S^no. cl Beirut b ai LJw'ten^ but fas last w« 

weoaler yayr. There are no such wunres about Sanw ^ a pound wo«« 
still mseis ms Sconeh ffatwrHl .OMy. &-niiish National and hes tteaWd up 

fa* a:t wicu men The usi ine lfas raue era ^ e A compOT | t | ' ,e race. M 

7994 Stable mare CARIBOO GOU3 en» « ' UJJSJJhOM «th nolthal much mtoage 
he 574 nas pfcniy gong ic him that n» on hs back. Hel corns or 

or. ihe clock vino iihes ihe ?ound and wffli nreiy ‘“fY* ^ ^gnouionl stay ** 
a lot for fas recent outrg * LroglWJ Dom Samou® ow 

Iro Giventime 9b barter n for ihe V tenpltel » ^SSntitfi (tetea i oi Beimom M« 
ifaee hiriiivigs toss here earkw « me rreanih. nas a SetecDon; CAflSOO GOLD 

here 10 h» nairei 

[ 9 -onl JULIAN WILSON FAREWELL NOVlCeO^ASE fSBCf ] 
{CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 3f 110 yds 
Penalty Value £3579 „ 

7 fiSfrC ORLEUW(P)(BfyiRwe^iPW»bn« - - - " 

dan *# *1* dWrbWtfetws ■jSmSif' ^ Mr JHaardPt) 

i 6-1F42 THURSDAYNKJHT(12»(D)iBLBtrvnani?N** 671fl - " 

Red. *Me spots on jWsres and cap ,rw™n) V 

3 i<K5 LAMJED GB*TTJY (n)(D BF) fit W BflP 8 5ra>l ® ren,ffln ^ 

iww? M snpe. reytfU ue uteews LA apd (3) 

4 C7T F5 STROffG PALADIN (28) (D) rt*s A Ere*. J fi F - 

rea. w. ptboi^ and -/eM* Mcped rap rvp meterd 

5 P4fljo lOfOWlNGfllllPWrrslPitertzTs'OOri 

LUrttitee Mvcros- Wks ughi Uue deem bage art toe hooped 

BETTING: 5-8 Dr LeunL 11- Tlwrede, NigM. 5-1 Landed Gentry Strong Patadta. 86-1 Knowtefl- 
FORM GUIDE _ , . „ 

DR LEUWT. a smart |uve«fo hurdler and who M De,wr SoSni 
n tor fas- «a«n wra ai Eseier on he chaang i JShs«oPd 

when he came down ai the fas! ai Newron AbbOL Hewn to iftfa^oru 
but d was ihe fan of a wed base whaJi wasnr ^rpnsngas 

lurtongs. compare-3 10 it*. Dr Leuni should t« happrtr AbboLT^ 

*n't a tot wrwig with ine H-m as Gafatawn Jane, who New^»M^ 

cemty «on to, the si-rh |.me m* seawi The siaWe may w« ^ 

dancwr n Thureday Night who .an a W bei ler ai Nwton Abb-S faShme vrironi MSt m^ 
tag out to Well Timed r a nantcap on heavy youn-i The extra idree 
sun Landed Gentry bemg inert -n a aw after iunrer»3 no tax ai al here 
Selection OR LEUNT 

|q nnl SOUTH-WEST RACING CLUB CONDITIONALS 

HURDLE (CLASS E) £3.000 2m 1 1 0 yds Pen Value £2,320 

1 27125 BOLD STATEMENT (32) (D BF1 (Eiwaja 1 Cones ^ 

2 .toi 22 WORLD EXPRESS Of) (D) iDwsk Partnenfroi B B Miman , tl 12 OSJWW" 

? 2-0C1 SADLERS REALM (22MDHB D Rwg) P Vtottft * ti 2 • 

4 4225- BEYOND OUR REACH (386) |D) (1*5 P A Srafctewi P Hodges 9 « O JHam*m 

5 PUB-e MANOLETE (12) (D) ('? Fteail Ml5 M Jy>e$6 to IQ - - - * PJ 

B 06to FABULON |FR1 (89J |BF) iD A Jttrsoil M Rpe J D 7 , n SUP> * S! . 

7 ,3)44. RARE OCCURANCE (270) (R Hare) J OShw 7 ffl 1 - .. ttchari Brerenn )4| 

-7 declared - 

Minimum /reign Ida Tree .tenokw wuftjhi Rare Otxuvnce S3 -Ofe 

KTT1NG 7-4 Sjdrtr's Rrsirn. 7-1 Bold Statoreani. World ExpreKL, 4-1 Fabuton. 12-1 Bara Oouranea. 
16-1 Beyond Our Reach. 33- 1 ManolBte 

r o ~ on ' l CHEPSTOW CHAMPIONSHIP OPEN NH FLAT RACE 


PUHXEBSLGUIiDK 4 


r o ~ Qnl CHEPSTOW CHAMPIONSHIP OPEN NH l-LAl hal-c 
J ' JU I {CLASS A) £10.000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £6,610 

1 m MJSKHILL (21) (D) Mdcortsi D rtowbai 6 n to _ . R MawayP) 

2 M BfLLY BOX (19) (D) (Afcc Tudamani G McCoxt 5 n 7 DBrtdgwiw 

3 n HASH BANKER DU (CO) iDard Jenksi U Ppe 6 n 7 . . . . -APNeCOY 

4 1-1 KINGS MEASURE (47) (D) fJHVWsonlJM Jeriaraon 4 717. . ECa fia^an 

5 2i i SUNDAY VENTURE (N2) (33) (D) [F J ^ansouryi N Havterson 5 71 7 . .. RThrenitai 

6 J'l-C IOIOCK LEADER (39) (D) (BF) (A Sctnnoul M Pipe 5 11 4 GSupf*a(5) 

7 1-6 LEWESDON MANOR (21) ID) <J GFhlpal P P iWttxf 6 71 4. _ J A McCarthy 


Sepstow 

JL30: SPARWJ 7 ^ CO ®2 i j5 
far the fist time in more than JO 

ra o Q ths.hianbledad^«fieldm 

^mudatTo^^laflDmti-Bar 

ring acddencihisg^ 
toconrinne the good farm ^ 
trainer, Vfcnetia WDJfams. 0«^ 
Lad drops dewm in distance by se^ 
mfurioSs after 

SjindXr^nbyDomSaflm- 

rai here earlier this month. 
□□□ 

1 JO: This appears to 

Virtuoso and RAINWATCH. The 

former has notched up 

tones ai Uttoxeter and Vterwick, 

Dur the form of Rainwatch s sul- 

cess at Newbury reads better. 

COQ 

j_ 55- Given time should be coming 
to hand new after end runs. Andy 
TurneH's chesmut b a dual course 
winner and performs best m deep 
ground. Bells Life has wot here 
fourtimes-butaOat distancttUD- 
der three rofles. He ran a cracking 
race at Cheltenham last time mid, 
if he slays, must go dose today. So- 
blemaie Saxnlee has a single victory 
io his name on this track. It will be 
interesting to see how he handles 
(he going because his successes so 

far have been cm better ground than 

this. Samlee certainly has stamina 
in abundance and is being aimed 
at the Grand National. Cyborgo 
must be feared, though reports ear- 
lier this weeks of recent “hiccups 
in training are of concern. Il may 
be best to switch allegiance to an- 
other of Martin Pipe's runners -IN- 
DIAN TRACKER- This lightly 


HYP ERICA S 
TV TIPS 


raced sevcm-yrar-old watei^ 
mirable linoerHop herc^ifee 
weeks ago to yestrrdsy’iKfcg 
George winner, SeelVforB^tiaaB. 

□□□ j ■ .: 

i 3 ft: DR LEUNT will appttfble 
this shorter journey after (aig io ;■ 
the cfo^ag stages a; NewtoiAb- 
hot last time. 

KEREPTON 

1.10: KADI ms trnvdSng weDnd 
beginning to take closer ordem- 
la^bdroddngHnmkraflB 
11th fence al CheUenham ja 
time. Ailear round should see lis 
undernSed chaser home today' 

□CDj 

145: Sr Dante WOO a modtf' 
contest; it Folkestone last week bt 
is highly regarded at home. HU1- 
RICAP|E LAMP performed wil 
credit J gainst far tougher rivals a 
Sandm-m on bis reappearance. 

□OC, 

7 2 (fc A fascinating confrontation 
be (we* i would-be Qtampioa Hur- 
dlers. ! ANMARTlNOjust gets the 
nod O ti Shadow Leader. 

□QC 

nb tEDEEMVOURSEU fell 
two fences out in the Sandown rare 
won 1 * Oads Regrets three weeks 
ago t*t hasesceDent prospects of 
gaioi jg revenge this afternoon. 



6 i MATCHLESS (1B2) (D) U Rosa] Loti fazanptn 4 n 4 PCartwrty 

9 1 MERRY SWT (11) (fl 8 «ors E Hcrtrei Ms J Pitman 5 11 4 -D Leahy 

to ? BUTE EQUAL (49) (D) (Keere Kzpatei) M Pyw 4 71 4 CUtewte 

V 1 SMrTKSPEnK|1fl)(D)IArtfaf Sm»i(MRjP«man4n4 G Hogan (3) 

C Cl LATIN MISTRESS (38) (D) ifl H Dvr] P Metals $ 11 2 L Cumins (5) 

to J BROWN MELODY (22) [T A kVroeyi fifes 0 Johresy * H D T Janks 

» « JET TABS pi) Uef Starorery Co) fife J Pnman 5 11 0 . . ...R Duimody 

6 I WESTFIELD MIST il 17) (D) |l*s B J Krtns) P Ecctes 5 1)13 ... DByma 

to 064 DUMIAVEN LADY (10) ID Bracei D Brace 5 to 9 - UtsPjQMS 

- IB declared - 

BETTING: f 1-4 Muskfafl. 1141 Irish Banter. 8-1 Kings Measure, 7-1 BHTy Bax. Sunday IMura. 8- 
1 Knock Leader, 10-1 Malchfess. 12-1 others 


- 10- YEAR-TALE 
93 94 95 96 


WELSH NATIONAL HANDICAP CHASE - 10-YEAR- 
1987 |» rn M | B1 B2 93 94 9 

Fate Of lire favourites' g 1 1 2 / 

W tanafa place in betting: 3 1 1 3 2 ^ i 

5-1 9-4 15-8 »L j±J!±Jg: ±J±JL 

Winning waftftfa: IM ™ H E lS *?—i 1 

Winner's ago: g 7 8 8^ ^ ? 5 B * 

Proffl or ioas to £1 aM we Rnrouritas +£7i4B 1 roond Favourtoa -saPD 

pteroniagn of wt nnara placed lat. 2nd or 3rd n teat race: lOO' t 

Shortest-prieod winners: Rtaracte Boy (19931 ± 

Longcot -priced whiner: Pfayscbool (1937) S-i 

Ttop troirwn M Pipe - Bonanza Bov (1988 & H38 L CarvMIs HJ (B91, 

Run F or Free (1892). Riverside Boy 1993) 

- Bonanza Boy (SB- - S 1989). Ca/vifs Hi (W91) 


FORM GUIDE 

SANMARTINO. Shadow Laadar and I'm Supposin are at p r omi n ent In the Champon 
Hurdle aniA-post martet tm Supposin finished three and a half lengths in from of San- 
manuno when they were lourrti and snlh m Bvg year's hurdfng uu w n but that remarts 
Sanmaoirajs snqte delsal after wght runs aver (vnber and he has since given 6ta and a 
13-length dnjnvnrig io Richard Rowes rurmw r flhe Gerry Ftelden oi Newbury. Sanmartino 
e, a triple course and fastance winner and with hs fitness guaranteed, can agan Show 
ihe way home He was much superior u, Shadow Leader on the level Sti, Shadow Leader 
comes here with a WO pei cent record over timber and could hardy have been more 
impressive lhan when larekng the Supreme Novices 1-trdJe at the CticUentiam FesOval 
Charlie Egerions charge and he lotovred up m the Scottish Ch3mpron Hurds at Ayr in 
April Although without a race sroca he has worked weL Korawl ran Sanmartino to a 
neck here n October but ihe setectron was a J-i on chance that day and had plenty ro 
hand Selection: SANMARTWO 


O’Brien’s Frontier reaches 
new levels in Trilimph 


Rainbow Frontier became the 
new favourite for the Triumph 
Hurdle with William Hill after 
retaining his unbeaten record 
over hurdles ai Leopardslown 
yesterday. 

The Aidan O’Brien-trained 
performer showed battling 
qualities to give weight and a 
beating to eight rivals in the 
Denny Juvenile Hurdle. Second 
home, receiving 51b, was the 
Christy Roche-trained Kha- 
iarabar, who had occupied top 
spot in Triumph betting. He is 
now out to 16-1, from 12-1, 
while Rainbow Frontier is 12-1. 
from 25-1. Rainwatch. the 14-1 
second favourite for the Tri- 
umph. runs at Chepstow today. 

“Now it is on to Cheltenham 
with just one run in the mean - 1 
time for Rainbow Frontier," 
O'Brien said. 

Noel Meade's Dardjinialso 
made a significant impact when! 

FIRST SHOW 


Tuning the Grade Or.e Denny 
field Medal Novice Chase and 
wil return to Leopaidstown 
for the Arkle Cup ajftcr which 
a cfccision wUl be made about 
challenging for the Arkle Tro- 
prt at Cheltenham. 

( RtHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Samlee 
(Chepstow 1.55) 

NB: Oatis Regrets 
(Kempton 2.55) 

le has always schooled 
wel since we tried him over 
fencs.” Meade said. "I just 
couln't get him right last win- 
i ter, tough he was third in the 
Irisf Champion Hurdle.” 

Triuo h Hurdle (Cheltenham, 19 
Marc; William Hill: 12-1 Rainbow 
Frcnti , 14-1 Rainwatch. 16-1 Buddy 
Marvi Khairabar, Sound Appeal, 
20-1 P d Estate; Supply And Demand, 
Want C out, 25-1 The French Furze. 


Chepstow 12.50 
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Thu T.iic alsiY bci on the Lie- 
vised Paddy Power Cha:t at 

Leopardslown: f 

8-7 Gtoinw Fnn. Pap*on. 8-1 BobbL 3-1 
Ooikei 10-1 Tim«7=or ARuiU-l L#dSm- 


LEOPARDSLOWN 


! JW nis; JSr 159 ' 050 L^±J 

\ S tSESSmS 1 ■■■ -JStwrtt 

4 ^ W j Vttfa, 9 71 9 ... 

5 tiff? “flU^Branteuilli?. -• -OJCasny 

6 ?wi 22~L?5L AP< ' nan 7 17 7 , RPHoganp) 

•9 M24P S2*nS^ f m ™ M Hangar o n 5 . "" ‘ " ' -- UrRWato 

n un JfrPftntai 

n ^ - - CFS« 

Q • — - KFffBfWi 

n aSSSBfiKffl-H-i.Mt.. ■ - -G Cotter 

“ •'aefl mu^«a«i l ii? VBoi * nsfl1DO - --JF'ntejl 

B WOO “ • — KWHatan 

E rt32F SOLVANQ iin <r 9 D 9 ..... ~ ‘■_£^h*TW 

>7 5044» p«J»VBrJ!?f t l DK,rt Y 5 117 —. ' ' SDuraOkffl 

: ss 

S ' *toM PtWYFBc Jif L L J* 005 8 ’ 10 ” 

PUm »S BAR 14,(0 CDJPtey n 97 - TPTrescy 

BETTING: fi., Ghmae f- ft L ~ ' 

19 " : 20 B V 6 c CD? f SSyiJ JJJra HuttSm ^Jjf acnana, »bitfA 
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sn's Frontier reache 
i*vcis in Triumph 
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Business takes over to spoil the grey romance 


The King George VI 
Chase had been billed as 
a battle between the 
greys One Man and 
Suny Bay, and although 
they started as joint- 
favourites^ with another 
grey, Senor EJ Betruttj , a 
popular outsider, they 
were all eclipsed by a 
younger, stronger rival. 
Richard Edmondson reports 
from Kempton. 


Business has been good this 
Christmas for John Hales, the 
manufacturer of Teletubbies 
and owner of One Man, but yes- 
terday it was the turn of another 
firm here in the King George VF 
Chase. One Man failed dra- 
matically in his quest for a 
third consecutive crown as See 
More Business swept the old 
guard into the gutter. 

The seven-year-old’s victory 
was the most notable success in 
the careers of trainer and jock- 
ey Paul Nicholls and Andrew 
Thornton, and vindication for 
owners who had bought the 
gelding twice. 

See More Business was rel- 
atively petite as a young horse, 
so Paul Barber and John Keigh- 
ley let him go after purchasing 
him unseen. 'Rvo point- Lo-point 
wins later the cheque boob was 
out again and See More Busi- 
ness was back in their colours. 
The only thing small about the 
horse now is his price of 7-1 with 
Coral for the 1998 Gold Cup. 

See More Business was only 
allowed to run in yesterday's 
race after Nicholls had walked 
the course to ensure the ground 
was sufficiently soft. He found 
the going suitable for otters. 

Further rain held off until 
the runners emerged for the big 
race under a monochrome sky. 
Overhead there were seagulls 
who had taken an effortless ride 
inland on the high winds. 

It was not possible for See 
More Business to be the most 
compelling sight in yesterday's 
parade. That distinction had to 
go to the three greys in the race 
who lent proceedings the look 
of a display by the Spanish 
Riding SchooL One Man, the 
drifting favourite out to 9-4 to 
join Sony Bay, was the fairest of 
the three, and was made further 
remarkable by his crimped tail 

In the testing ground, the 
field went at assault-course 
pace for the main body of the 
race in an effort to conserve en- 



Water hazard: One Man sails over the water jump at Kempton yesterday but the rain-softened ground put paid to his chance of winning a third King George VI Chase 


Photographs: Robert HaJJam 


ergy. Barton Bank led. One 
Man jumped economically, sta- 
pled to the rail by Richard 
Dunwoody. and. gradually. See 
More Business exhibited that he 
belonged in this class. 

“He was a little bit careful 
early on and he took a bit of 
time to warm to his task," 
Thornton reported. “I gave him 
a chance by taking him to the 
outside and then he started 
popping nicely.” 

Down the far side for the fi- 
nal time there was further pop- 
ping, that of fancied bubbles. 
Barton Bank disappeared after 
belting four out, at the same 
time as One Man was battling 
to get back into the race after 


assaulting the previous fence. 
The grey actually landed in the 
lead at the first obstacle in the 
straight, but then his fuse box 
went. Hales’s horse looked 
rather Dipsy as he began stag- 
gering. One Man finished fifth, 
ultimately beaten 27 lengths and 
a distance; and there was much 
pathetic about the way he 
walked past the post. 

Nicholls had positioned him- 
self between the last two fences 
and, as his horse slogged 
through the mud, he must al- 
most have been terrified to see 
another animal surfing smooth- 
ly at See More Business's flank. 
It was only almost though, be- 
cause the beast to loom was 


Challenger Du Luc, who has 
done more looming than the 
Lancashire cotton mills. 

On the run-in, Tony McCoy 
actually took a pull on Martin 
Pipe's gelding and still found 
himself in front. Then, sud- 
denly, Challenger was a chal- 
lenger no more. He decided to 
settle for second, for the fourth 
consecutive occasion and the 
ninth lime in all. 

This surrender should take 
nothing away from the victoiy 
of See More Business and par- 
ticularly his 25-year-old for- 
mer amateur champion jockey. 
Andrew Thornton drives further 
than Tiger Woods in the course 
of a year pursuing rides and is 


a popular figure among his col- 
leagues. When he removes his 
contact lenses Thornton's sight 
is so poor be cannot see the 
horse he is sitting on. 

Paul Barber too cannot view 
all the cows in his dairy herd, but 
that is because be has so many 
of them. In Somerset they talk 
of two sections of the county, 
the 2,500-acre slab he owns 
(the pasture for 1,400 cows) and 
the little portion leftover. Bar- 
ber and Keighley made special 
mention yesterday of Timmy 
Murphy- the suspended jockey 
who made the saddle warm for 
Thornton. He will be back. 

See More Business himself 
may return next at the little fes- 


tival they bold at the foot of 
Prestbury Hill each March. 
'The ultimate has got to be the 
Gold Cup,” Barber said. “You 
cannot get higher than that.” By 
the way connections celebrated 
yesterday, and Nicholls's face 
was oscillating gently as he 
tried to keep composure, you 
could tell they thought a King 
George was a long way up from 
base camp as well. 

GOLD CUP XrieUentmm, & March): Carat 
9-2 Dorans Pride, 7*1 See Mora Business, 
8-i the Gray Mar*. W Imperial Cel ASuny 
Bay, Ladbrokes: 4-1 Dorans Pride. 5-1 The 
Grey Monk. 8-1 Surry Bax TV! Imperial Cat 
12-f See Mora Business, 151 Ftou* Quest 
& Cyborga line: 5-1 Dorana Pride, 6-1 Siny 
Bay 8-1 The Gray Monk. 0-1 Imperial Cat 
12-1 Ftougn Quests See More Buw»stj, 14-i 
Addington Boy; William HH: 4-1 Dorans 
Pride, 8-1 Suny Bay & The Grey Monk. 10-1 
imperial Cal 12-1 See Mora Business, 151 
Rough Quest 



Business completed: Andrew Thornton takes the acclaim 





-7^, ■V'Ai. ^ • 1 


\ : 


Aw*** •*” yv 




GREG 

WOOD 

THEA-Z 
OF BETTING 

O is for . . . 


Objection: Complaint lodged 
by a jockey after the end of a 
race, for one of two reasons 
— either they were indeed se- 
riously impeded as they went 
about their normal lawful 
business of attempting to win, 
or they made such an almighty 
bash of thin g s when the mon- 
ey was down that it is vital to 
shift the blame. The ratio of 
the former to the latter is gen- 
erally reckoned to be about 
3:30. 

Official: Not a word to treat 
with the greatest of respect - 
particularly when it is fol- 
lowed by “going", although 
given the bizarre system which 
gives derks of the course re- 
sponabffity both for assessing 
the ground and p-ia Tanking the 
gate revenues, they can hard- 
ly be blamed, for a touch of 
subj'ectiyity. Sometimes it 
seems that you can go for 
months, through winter down- 
pours and summer droughts, 
when there is not a single go* 
mg return without the word 
“good” in it, and this despite 
the existence of an alternative 
which seems to work well 
enough, in France. Anyone 
who travels to Longchamp 


for the Arc quickly becomes fa- 
miliar with penetrometer 
readings, returned as a whole 
number and a decimal place 
(1.4, for instance, or 4.7), and 
appreciate that even a subtle 
change in the reading can in- 
dicate. for example, just how 
fast the ground is drying. 
British derits, however, stick 
stubbornly to their meagre 
total of seven basic descrip- 
tions - and so would you, if you 
had been telling outrageous 
porkies foryears and thought 
you were about to be rumbled. 

Overround: The bookmak- 
er's theoretical profit margin 
on a set of prices, and though 
it requires the application of 
a little basic maths, a concept 
which all punters should un- 
derstand, since the lower the 
overround, the better the bet- 
ting value on offer. Anyone fa- 
miliar with this process is 
hereby excused. Everyone 
else, sit up straight and pay at- 
tention. Tb calculate the per- 
centage chance a price such as 
2-1 represents, simply divide 
the left ride by the right, add 
one, and then divide 100 by 
the result. Thus, 2-1 is: V> = 
2, + 3 “ 3. m t> = 333%, while 
15-S is 34.8%. (Alternatively, 
consult the very handy list of 
prices and percentages in any 
decent racing diary). Do try to 
keep up, tthJceham minor, 
and don't do that. Ricketts, 
you’ll spread germs. Now, 
add together all the percent- 
ages for a particular book, and 
yon should get a number 
greater than 100 (if it is less 
than 100, the book is “under- 
round”, and there will be 
some serious value available). 
That extra percentage on top 
of 100 is the bookie’s margin. 
Any thing up to about 15 per 
cent offers fair value, and 35 
to 25 per cent is an average 
overround, while anything 

above 25 per cent is best 
avoided. With a little practise, 
this is a vital exercise which be- 
comes second nature. 


Owners: All owners - with the 
exception of those in £400- a- 
year dubs with 500 members 
and a couple of horses - fall 
in to one of two categories: 
rich, or reckless. The best 
type of all, from a trainer's 
point of view at least, is the 
owner who is both, for as 
many generations of handlers 
have discovered, even the 
sharpest and most ruthless of 
people tend to lose every crit- 
ical or suspicious faculty the 
instant they part with money 
for a horse. An accountant 
who predicted profits for their 
company of 10,000% on 
turnover, for instance, would 
be sacked on ihe spot. If a 
trainer, on the other hand, 
vaguely hints that the horse 
they have just boughL for a 
rock-bottom 30,000 guineas 
could make up into a Festival 
contender one day, they will 
keep sending him fat cheques 
until, and indeed probably 
even after, the nag in question 
has been soundly beaten in a 
seller at Fakenham. 

Orders and off: The magic 
words which, when spoken 
over the Tannoy in an ap- 
parently empty betting shop, 
can summon dozens of pun- 
ters from thin air to create an 
unseemly ruck at the window. 
Hanging on to your bet until 
the last possible moment to 
try and nick another eighth of 
a point about the favourite is 
all very well, but somewhat 
self-defeating if you need the 
speed of an athlete and the 
attitude of a bouncer to lake 
advantage. If betting just isn't 
the same without the Iasi-sec- 
ond adrenalin rush, you could 
always move to Ireland, 
where the attitude to bets in 
running can be far more un- 
derstanding, and the race- 
course Tote has been known 
to accept bets on, say. a two- 
mile handicap hurdle when 
the leaders are about to leave 
the back straight for the final 


RACING RESULTS 


KEMPTON 

1240: 1. EHINTANTE (Mr T Daymen) 9- 
1; 2. Bote* Otter 7-1; 1 Shahmr 13-2. 7 
ran. 4-6 iavZara&ska (piJed up) 12 ha IF 
Daurwn. Franoel Tolu: 5A300. 050. Clfla 
Dual Forecast: £5340 Computer Straight 
Forecast 55744. 

1.10: 1. R DOLING THE FACTS (M A 
Ftagerakfl 5-2; 2. Foraa Ivory 54 tav. 3. 
Ottawa 4-1 6 ran. 6 6 (N Henderson, Lam- 
boumi TWK £300. C14Q C230 OF; 0 
C5F: £764 Non Runner Bergers Moc*. 

1.45: 1. SEAENUS (M A Fitzgerald] n- 
4 Jl tav: 2. Tfeetan n-4 Jt few; 3. Kingstald 
Rein -2 7 ran. 27.. U (N Henderson. Lam- 
bciwni Tot* £240: E2.Jfl £2.10 DF: £420 
CSF: E95& Tricaet £3294 Non Ftonner. Bteu 
Me Sister. 

220: 1. SEE MORE BUSINESS (A 
IticrTOon) 10-1; 2 Chafienger du Luc 16- 
1: 3, Rough Quest Tl-2 8 ran. 8-4 jl favs 
One Man & Suny Bay 2 , 10 (P Metals, 
Shepwr Mater). TUt* EKL90: C1M £230, 
£100. DF. £3360 CSF: CT2S4Q Tno: C56CK1 
Non Runner Yorkshire (Sale. 

2,55: 1. KADASTROF (A Thornton) 6-4; 
2. Lake Kariba 6-4 lav, 3. ZabatS 5i 5 ran. 
27.. 17 ff? ESckin Nfswrjfl Toto: £3£0; nso 
£120. DF: Cl90 CSF: £S£C. Non Runner. In- 
(armagtc 

323: 1. HAILE DERRJNG (C Qwetynj 
B-i : 2. Tbbjr Brown 5-i . 3. Decyboig n -\ 
6 ran. 5-4 fav Friendship (tell 5 dtei IN 
TiMSton -Dames. Chettanhami Tot* £nSG; 
£360 £2M DF- £2440 CSF" £4330 
Jackpot- £5641530 Ipan won. poo) ot 
£7151241 a Mrree (orward to Kempton to- 
day) 

Ptoeepot CS32.10 OuadpoL C6ti7CL 
Place B: £52616 Place 5' £6220 


1255: 1. FOR2A1R (R McGratn) 7-2: 2. 
Ra Bagla 7-4 tav. 3. Parson's Lodge H-£ 
10 ran- 1 3 (J J ONety Tour. £330. £190. 
£1501 £2.10 DF: C450. CSF: £0.13 Tncasf 
£2552 7 no £220 

1.25: 1. WELSH MARCH (J Cetegtwi) 
6-5 tav: Z. La Riviera km; 3. Citradi no 7- 
2. 8 ran. n l V> (0 MooreL Tour. £100: CiB 
£4QQ £220. DF. £600 CSF. PTL39 Tno. 
£2130 Non Runner- Hare NEggs 

2.00: 1. EASHY JOKER (R McGrath) 6- 
1. 2. Hncfles Stale 25-1 ; 3. Polar King 9- 
£ 7 ran. 7-4 tav hopdul Lord (4rriL 17-. 7. 
(S KenteweS) Tot* Ct2 7tr, £350 £320 DF 
C76TO CSF: £10234 

2.35: 1. JUDICIOUS CAPTAIN |Mr C 
Storey) 7-2. 2. Seeking Gold 7-2. 3. Peter 
tO-\ 7 ran. 3-1 <av Najghty Future (4th). 3 
6 (Mrs J Storey) Tote: CSBO: £310 C17Q DF. 
£7DQ CSF: £14 71. 

3.10:1. RACHAEL'S OWEN IRMcGrm) 
6 - 1 : 2. True Scot 10-1: 3. Sotaglrth 6-4 tav. 
6 f«L 4 it W CoWet TbtK 0S30 C2M C22C 
OF: £14.0 CSF: C45i8l 

340; 1. PALACEGATE KING (S Taylor) 
5-2: 2. Roesel 6-4 lav, 3. Bells HBI Lad K- 
1 5 ran. 1 & (A WMansL TbtK £340. ££20 
£1.70 OF. £320 CSF: C626 
Ptaeapat £54140 Quad pot 
Piece 6: £40003 Place 5 £34080 

HEREFORD 

1235: 1. SHORE PARTY IT Jer+sj tl-4 
lav. 2- Builder Boy 11-2. 3 Saras Delight 
S-i 13 ran. 4. a IN Twtsttin-Dayies) Tow: 
£400; £2Tl. £190 £240 DF £&B0 CSF 
0423 Non Runners Wy, 0ys»r 
Defcght Western Sun. 

1.05: 1 THE VILLAGE WAV IS Wynne) 


5-6 tav; 2. Lalctlford 201; 3. BaBoa 33-1 
14 ran. 21 1/-. (Mbs IfeneBaWBiannsj. Tots: 
E2.KK £l3Q £350 £540 DF: £2040 CSF: 
£2524 NRs: Drama Kina Mr Lambrini 

1.35: 1. WEATHER WISE |J R Ka- 
vanagh) 5-2 tav; 2- St MeiBon LeWre 5-1: 
3. Just For A Reason 7-1 7 ran. B. 7* (W 
Turner) Tola: £320; CiflQ £320 DF: £H7Q 
CSF: CK50 Tncast £7004. Non Runner The 
Cheese Baron. No t*d tor the wimer 

2J& 1. WINNOW (J Cutoty) 3-1:2. CanT 
Say 9-2; 3 Tha Croaked Oak 10-1 8 ran. 
94 lav Raphael Bodne (puBed upj. 0 30 
(Mas H Knight) Tote: £3.70; £160, £130 
£29Q Dual Forecast Wfitt CSF: CI7H& Tri- 
cast: £115.11 Non Runners: Super Rithart, 
Wayfarers Way. 

2.35: 1. HIGH LOW (Nfea E J Jones) *V 
i, 2. Csracol2-i fav; 3. Lord Nitrogen 7- 
2 man. 34 p Jcnss) Tote: r&BO; £300 
£130. £160. DF: E2090 CSF: £3029. Inc- 
ase £3442 Non ramners: Line Street Blues, 
Secret GUI The Brewer. 

335: 1. FREDDIE MUCK fT Jerto) 13- 
8 fav. 2, Hoppardante H-l; 3. First Har- 
vesl ' 6 - 1 12ran.det3'^.(NTumton-DavM5) 
Tote: £270; E170. £240 £220 DF: £3430 
CSF. £2735. 

335: 1. STUDIO THIRTY (X Alzpunr] 2- 
1 tor 2. DtolaA Storm 7-2; 3 Bkea ol Song 
7-2 10 ran. i 5 /.. 2 (R Dcid n). Toto: £340; 
flSfl £2X1 £160 DF;£330 CSF. £»JBE Tri- 
casf £3431 Non Ruwere; Don't Tbl Tom. 
Mr GoonhPy. 

Ptocopot £5500 Quadpot £920 
Place 5: £4737 Place 5: £2586 

HUNTINGDON 

12.30: 1. MUSIC THERAPY U A Mc- 
Canhy) 3-1:2. Harlequin Chous 4-1 : 3. The 
Tbleanctt 52 tan 9 tan. n 5 (Cape T ForeteiJ 
Tote: £450. E13Q ClfiQ £150 Due) Forec- 
sf. Ciaia CSF: £1542 Non ftuner toefi 
Champion. 

1 . 00 : 1 . OCCOLD (WchMl Brennan) 7- 
7r. 2. Broopray 5-1; 3. Gerethson 3-1 tav, 
10 ran. 17,. 22 (G Hubbard) Tate: £390; 
£140. £100 £160 OF- £S0G CSF: ES55 

130: 1. ERNEST WILLIAM (Mchaei 
Brennan) 7-4 tor 2. Master Omnear 40-1; 
3. The Brewer 7 2 13 ran. 14. 17..1G Hub- 
bard) Tote; £230: £170 £830. £100 DF: 
£6020 CSF' £8625. Tncast E242W, NR: 
stghdy Special 

2.00: 1. OCEAN LEADER fJ F Tifley) 4- 
V 2. Karanasdno 6-1:3. High Learie 52 
7 ran. 2-1 tav Gems Lad (puBed upl I'A. 
dtel (Mrs D Kia*w> Tote: £550: C2JB0 
£340 OF- £1050 CSF. £2726 h least: 
CS?» NRs* Btadt Stawnert. Reutova Some 
Day Soon Wet No Gin 

230: 1. EDMOND (R Thornton) 54 far. 
2 . Barmy HIB Lad 51; 3. Physical Fun 12- 
1 IS ran. 14. a tCapt T Rprstsrj Tele: £300; 
£160 £240 £330 DF: £B9Q CSF: £tWO 

300: 1. DAYS OF THUNDER (H CSttortf/ 
C-v. 2. Fenwick's Brother h-8 tor. 3 
Stoasy 7-2 6 ran. 5 cfst Ms S Odell TMk 
0170. £320 £140 DF: £800 CSF: £2986 
Tncast £6630 NRs: Alcova Auburn Boy: 

230: 1. RUNNING WATER (M Rtthents) 
51. 2 In The Iten 51. 2 Sunuvugun 7-2 
Jtfav IB ran. 7-2 Jt fav HA 7.7 {P Hedge# 
Tote: £1200. C330 CtBO £270 DF: £7660 
CSF E373Q NFL- Jef Sppaatv 
ptaespot £217<X Quadpofc D2.7Q 
Place 6: £35.79 Place 5: £2805 

MARKET RASEN 

1230: 1. TUDOR FALCON (D ParirarJ 25 
1 . 2. Thomas Crown 9-4 far. 2 African Sun 
7-C 7 ran. 7. 27:. (P BratJtey). Tote: £3640: 


£920 £170 DF: £8630 CSF; £8077 Tncast 
£23631 Non Runners: Brandon Bridge, 
OaUuy Wlmer bought to far 3D00 guhaas 
1 . 00: 1 . BASSENHAUX (W Marstan) 5 
4 ; 2. Market Qoaeip 7-4 tor. 2 Dandy dee 
Ptauts 12-1 8 ran. 7, 4 . IMrs P Sly). Tote: 
£350; E1B0 £140 C3t) DF: £230 CSF) £732 
Tricast: £3625 Mis: Pearft Choice Stone 
1 ast 1. CERlDWBi {WWorttwgiDn) 5 
1: 2 Master Boston 4-1; 2 Price's HIB 7- 
4 tor. 5 ran. 28, tfca (T Graetheod) TW« 
£420: £170 £170 DF: DSQ CSF: £622 IDs: 
Cats Rlia Woodtonds GenNra 

2.05: 1 . COLOUR CODE (J Supple) 4-5 
Mv;3nBnera4-l;3Dcmriyto0Ok5l 12 
rwi Tl 3 (Mrs A Svritoark) Trite: £260; £170 
£160 £200 DF: £310 CSF: £466. NR: Cot- 
tage Craft 

2- 3S: 1. LETS BE FRANK (D Rmegan) 
52' 2. Dana PoH 2-1 Jt tav; 3 NeHefiri- 
ty 2-1 Jltev. 5 ran. Vi. 12. (Noel T Chance) 
Tb* £290 £160 £180 OF: £280 CSF) OSS 
NR. Merchant Mng. . 

3JS: 1. TEJANO GOLD |W Mareton) 5 
Tl tav; 2 Non Vintage 9 - 4 ; 3 Cheaka 5l 
4 ran. Vh. 24. (P Bredey) Tote: £160. DF: 
£170. CSF: £283. Altera stewards' houry 
the ptodngs remained unaltered 

3- 35: 1. BAKER (Mss R Oarft) 4-1; Z. 
Bharit 7-2; 3 Lord Haotie 51 10 ran. B-4 
tav SslyS Twins (6th) Vs VI. (S CtarK) IbtK 
£&«; £140 £160 C1BQ DF: £1080 CSF: 
CB.79 NRk Carols Rock, Forget Rais, KMa- 
tonic: Steam Oi 

Ptaespot £3470 Quadpet £1750 
Place 6: £3483 Place 5: £1294. 

S EDGEFIELD 

1.00: 1. BIRKZMLEIRSMPpta} *M1 tav: 
2. For Cathnl 7-4; 3 Knkashda n-2 7 ran. 
2 30 (L Lingo) Tola: £310 £L70Ci5a DF: 
£190 CSF: E2S5 

1 JO: 1 . SIRERfC (K jQfnson) 9-2 CO tor; 
2. Tudor Reflow 9-2 Co tor; 3. Klbby Bank 
51. 10 ran. 9-2 Co tor Dark Oak (unseat- 
ed rider). 15 20 /S Bell TWfc £400; £100 
£180 £180. DF: £580 CSF: £2405. Thcast 
£14577 MR. Rye Crossing. 

2.00: 1. CHIPPED OUT (C McCormack) 
7-4 Jt tori Caflomoy 66- 1: 3 Rfwer Chal- 
lenge 7-1 13 ran. 7-4 Jt tor Enecuthre De- 
sign (puled up) 3 20 (Msrtn TotfnmerV 
■RrtK £320; C1SQ ET040 £150 DF: £27580 
CSF: £16776 

2J0: 1. MARBLE MAN tD Bentley) 51 
Co tor; 2. Val do Rama 51 Co tor; 3 
Xofpets 3-1 Co tav. « rare 3 23 (M P efl) 
TOtK E440; C2M. C170 DF: £700 CSF: CE06 
frlcasr £2600 NRs: KBdnjmmy Castle, 
Shuitan, Uk HyjJeme. 

3.00: 1. TOSHIBA TALK (C McCorma- 
ck) 9-4 tor; 2. Stylish Interval 5l; 3 
fbpothenorthradng 51 12 rare 5. U (B B- 
teon) IbtK £280; £170 £220 £100 DF: 
£1530. CSF: £CL2a Tncast £8641 

330: 1 . QUANGO (F Leahy) 51 : 2. Gere 
eals Orders 7-2: 3 Diamond Beach 52. 
8 rare 51 tor FatehaSthar (let) 25 'h- (J 
FtaGeidd) TotK C790; E2JQ.E1M. CWQ. DF; 
£980 CSF: £2103 Trlcest C7781 
Ptacopot: £4040 Quadpob £1540 
Place 6: £2237. Place 5: £1040 

WETHER BY 

12.43: 1. ARDENT SCOUT (N Benday) 

n 1 ; 3 htaaayer «-1 ; 3. Gtanbower 4 - 1 13 
ran. 7-4 tor Joe Shaw (Bail 5 4 (MraS&nth. 
Btogleyl Tbte: £1630; £300 £480 £180 DF: 
CS540 CSF; C159S7. Tncast £77024, TWo: 
£18120 

1.15: 1. HAM fTEGCS (H Garrltty) 446 
tav-, %. Jolly Heart Tl-4; 3 AhbetayhuS 15 


1 * ran. •» dtat (M Hammond. Mpdeham). 
Tote: £170 QF: £180 CSF; £275 NRs: 
Ksdestrot Shtong Edga 

100: 1. NEW INN (1* S Dura*) 52; 2, 
House of Draema 4-1; 3 Samanid Ti-1 5 
ran. 54 tor Dr Bones (4th). Vh. 3Q (S 
Gatogs, Louth). Tote: £350; £170 R70. DF: 
£670 CSF: £7100 hft Kartoh. 

325. 1. STRATH ROPf AL (M Brenrem) 5 
1 ; 2 Major BaR 9-Z; 1 Sparicy Gayle 94. 
4 rare 13-8 fm Cotanei In Chiet (putod up). 
13 tl&L (O Brennan. Worksop V Tots: £330. 
DF: £ttOO CSF: CCL52 NR: Avrb Anson. 

355: 1. CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE (L 
Wyer) 5-4 tav; 2 Brembleborry H-2; 2 
Northants 12-1 6 ran. 5, 5. (T Ea3twty. Ma}- 
mn). Tote: £180; £100 2120 DF: £340 CSF: 
£671 

32® 1. JUSTIN MAC (P Corbeiry) 52 
2. Foundry Lane 4-5 fav; 2 Hoh Expraaa 
12-1 15 ran. V*. 34. (J FitzGerald, MaHonV 
Thte 0120; Cl7U Cwa cam DP. can CSF: 
£533 Two: £1080 NRs: Florentlno. Lord 
Hastta. 

Ptacepot £ 4100 . Quadpofc £10 dq 
P lace 6: CTBSa Place 5: £35.16 

WINCANTON 

1250: 1. POTTER AGAIN (R Johnson) 
Tl-6 ton 2. KenUotd Tbta 12-1; 3 KJnna- 
hana 31 13 ran. 2 n (D Nchotaon). Tbte: 
£230; £100 £420 £200 DF: C&8Q CSF: 
maa Trio: C4Q1Q 

120: 1. ROSINS PRIDE (G tormeyl 11- 
1; 2. Morttack 13-2; 3 The Carrot Man 5 
1 B ran. 8-4 tor Storm Run. 6 4. (C 
Popham). Tfcae: EtiC: £280. £i£0 £120 DF: 
£3150 CSF: £8as7. THcaat E607B4 
1JS& 1. WAYWARD WHIG (TDastambe) 
14-1; 2. Northern Starlight 2-1; 3 Gutter 
lata 15-S tor 0 rare (R Hodges* TbCa: £*50. 
£300 CtBO DF: £1230 CSF: £4071 W 4m- 
lah 

230: 1. BUCKHOUSE BOY (R Johnson) 
TI-1 ; 2 None Stbred 100-30: 3 IvorteFU- 
lar 51 fan 10 iw. nh.7. ID McholsonX Tote: 
£1030; C28Q £140 ClSO DF: C1B10 CSF: 
«5H WttaSt £12937 Tno: £5Bffi Wte Ama- 
zon Express. Mutanassto, Olymptan, Sher- 
Ift 

330: 1. BRAVE HIGHLANDER (P Hde) 
51: 2. Danger Baby 100-30: 3 Union 
Rocks Tt-4Jttou.fi ran. n-4 jt tav Juteara 
'h. Vh. <J Qlttard). IbtK £640; £240 £190. 
DF; £7140 CSF: £1886 Ml: Suntey Buy. 

330. 1. CATEMPO {A Bated 132; 3 
Song of Kencto 20-1 ; 3 Mr Darcy 52 tau 
9 ran- 8, V. (G McCourtL IbtK £080; £240 
£540 £130 DP £0610 CSF: £9807. Tricaac 
£35605 Trio: £0580 Mis: Bel VWahire. Fbb- 
utori MWo, MHord Sound. NegSbve Equi- 
ty, Wei»n AreenaL 
Ptacapot £5020 Ouadpot £680 
Place et £15704. Piece 3- £9ZBa 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

1.15: 1, DOUBLE-O (J Quinn) 4-1 tor, 2. 
Ramsey Hope 51; a Mire's Double 52 
8 ran. 1'/-. 1 (W Jarvis). Hole: £400; £220 
£300 CLSO DF: £2750 CSF; £2586 Tric- 
ast E947A 

1-40: 1.AHUVAT (WRyan) 4-1; 2. OtlJ- 
ar Ckjt 6*1; X PoOna 30-1 Bran. t>-n tav 
RByN (4th). 1 •/•. 'A. (J htei Tote B430; £24Q 
£320 DF; Cft9Q CSF: £2576 

2.1S 1. TOUCHANOVA (J OJw) 61 ; 2. 
ComeoutaflhafDfl W-1; 3. JuaiRwTlna Tl- 
L 7 rare 51 Jl tor Mght Aucdon pthV 2'h. 
hd. (G Mergareon) Toto: £630; £3EO £400 
DF: £2580 CSF: £4027 Wte FrtUeng. 
Slravsea. FroWdng p-i) wse withdrawn not 
under orders, flute 4 apples » a* Oats. 


deduct 25p In fhe pound Stt» sea (0-1) ess 
withdrawn net under ordere, Rule 4 appfles 
to all beta, deduct 5p In the pound, two: 
£4580 (part wore pod of £4584 carried for- 
ward to Chepstow 155 today). 

245: 1. REDOUBTABLE (A OAane) 5 
1 tor. 2. Eastern Prophets 52; 3 Ella Hgpe 

4-1 0 rare ’A, 1 ’A. (D Chapman) Tata £500; 
£180. £170. Elfla DF: 0630 CSF: CRU TM- 
cest E5LTL 

MS 1- LIONIZE (W Ryan) 4-1; 2. Do- 
mocrat 2-1 tar, 3. Queen's Pageant 251 
S rare IV., 3'A. (Mrs J Cedi Tbte: £S 30; 
CLBO El4aE450 OF: £540 CSF: CVM2. Tri- 
cast £14682. Trio: £3620 

350: 1. REX MUNDI (A McCarthy) &4 
tav. 2. Red Phantom 10-1; 3 Sidney The 
Kidney w-1 9 ran. nh. 6 (P Evans). Tote: 
£250; £110 £250 £230 DF: £1310 CSF; 
£1635. Trio: £4180 Mt Tabasco Jazz. 

430: 1. COUNS CHCHCC (P Brarteyl 7- 
1; 3 Muara Bey 7-4 tor, 3 Xenophon of 
Cunaxa 25-1 11 ran. 1 1'A (J Spearing) 
toMc CTO; £200 £170 £780 DF: CTL30 CSF: 
£2064. Tncast £30UR Tno: £24170 
430: 1. MAZEED lA McCarthy) 84 tor; 
3 Ctiedleigh Lane 1&-1 : X Gue s irtfanat r o n 
51 9 ran. 6 'h. (P Evane) Tbta £50; £200 
£170 £L5Q DF: £2380 CSF: £2343 Trcast 
£9200 NR; Princpal Bey Tno; £790 
Ptaespot: £59590 Quadpot £S7tt. 

Place 6: £12676 Place 5: £6656 


• Yesterday’s card at Newton 
Abbot was abandoned as the 
course was waterlogged. 

• Stratii Roya 1 seized the ISth 
victoiy of bis career when 
ploughing through ihe mud to 
collect the £20,000 Rowland 
Meyrick Handicap Chase at 
Wetherby yesterday. Ridden 
by Martin Brennan, he pro- 
duced a bold display of jump- 
ing to put better-fancied rivals 
in their place and stretched 
clear in great style to defeat Ma- 
jor Bell by 13 lengths. Sparky 
Gayle was a distance away in 
third while the favourite. 
Colonel in Chief, was pulled up 
early in the straight. 

V 

THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

[uTE COMHEMTA RIESjanSnS} 

KEMPTON r~97T~| 981 

CHEPSTOW 972 982 

WETHERBY 973 983 

LBQSTEtt 974 984 

AU COURSES RESULTS 1 

I 0891 261 970 1 

Dfc tea MBparatant.la3.ifc. town 8 tri**} 
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16/CRICKET 


Clouds of confusion 
hasten England exit 





Waugh hoodoo 
hits South Africa 


Pete Davies 
reports from Madras 
New Zealand women 175-6 
England women 155 
NZ women won by 20 runs 


When Megan Lear look over as 
the coach of the England 
women's cricket team in the 
spring of 1996, she told them 
that retaining their World Cup 
title would be like climbing 
Everest. Id yesterday’s semi- 
final, England fell off the moun- 
tain with the summit in their 
sights, arid it was all too ap- 
propriate to this tournament 
that their fall took place ami d 
farcical confusion. 

In the morning. England 
bowled and fielded as well as 
they had all tournament. How- 
ever. all that effort was wasted 
after a bizarre decision from (be 
umpires. England had restrict- 
ed New Zealand to 175 for 6, a 
target they felt was eminently 
achievable, but they were then 
advised that they would have 
only 49 overs to bat, as they had 
exceeded the allotted three 
hours in bowling their own 50. 

Lear went to the umpires to 
point out that refreshment 
breaks should be excluded from 


that lime, not to mention as- 
sorted delays as one mangy 
dog after another wandered 
onto (he outfield. She returned 
to say that England would get 
their full SO overs and that 
hands bad been shaken on it. 
England proceeded to bat and 
then discovered, with a dozen 
overs remaining, that they only 
had 49 overs after all. 

Heated tempers are no aid 
to calm batting but, in truth, 
when England’s fourth wicket 
fell with the score on 100 in the 
36th over, they had already 
started leaving themselves too 
much to do. They finished 155 
all out in the 48th over, 20 runs 
short, and their World Cup 
odyssey thus came to a messy 
and bitterly disappointing end. 

Lear said firmly: ^Wc 
shouldn’t have been docked 
any overs. But in the end it 
didn't make any difference, 
we’ve lost because we didn’t bat 
well enough. But you just don't 
need that sort of confusion, and 
it's obviously disappointing be- 
cause I still believe we're the 
better side." 

England's problem in crick- 
et terms was that this was only 
the second dme in seven World 
Cup matches that they had bat- 
ted second and only the fust 


time they had had to do so with 
any sort of target to reach. On 
the day, they did not pace 
themselves properly and. as 
captain Karen Smithies readi- 
ly admitted, they lost too many 
wickets too early along the way. 

For all that, until the mist of 
confusion descended, (hey had 
looked New Zealand's equal. In 
fact, in this tournament only 
Australia have looked better. It 
is no consolation to say i( but, 
in an exhausting and chaotic 
three weeks, these- players have 
done themselves proud. 

New 3»tonrf Mtanen’s M won toss 
NEW ZEALAND WQmrS XI 

0 Hocteey c leng d E t*»aros _ 43 

E Drum a* 0 Sttnm 


0 


S Run nn out 
h Wtttierc bSnttn 


.29 
35 


M leww o neynwo „ U 

K Rene* « Cassar b SWm 19 

C Ncrioban not out 3 

S McLaucttto not out ....... - - — 1 

Extras (h2. M. wl® 2a 

Total (fere, 90 won) 175 

M: 1-& 2-92. 3- ML 4-120. 5-166. 6-172. 
DM not tssC tFt Ftato. K Brown. C COTKXtt*. 
Bowtac Toywr 10-1-290: Smtan 10-2-10-3: 
Una 10-02&<c Rnnsn 10-1-38- u Cm* 6 
6 140: Eduards 51-18- L 
ENOAND WOMENS XI 

H Ptanmef 0 Wrtrero ... ..... ... 1 

C Ei>w«cs bCarrabe* ...... . .25 

0 Owwwi tow o Mdjuemai — _?0 

S Metcalfe nn ojt - . 9 

tj Cross nxi out — 6 

•K Snwaes c lews o mxMey — 0 

J Bnttn St Rote b Ncnolson .32 

M fteyrwa n*> out 12 

12 

C Carer* nr' aul _ 3 

C ToyUr not aux .... .3 

Extras <fc6,wl4. *3 22 

TOfe* (47.B (Wore) 155 

ftfcl 3. 2-43. 3-78. 4-100 6116. 6-117. 7 134. 
8-147, 9-147. 

Oo W nC. Wittes 73-2-22-1; fecncteon 10-3-29- 
2 an* 60210: Carpbel 10-1-45-1: Miam- 
ian 90-16-1: Hamel 2000: todOey 3011 L 
Umpl rea. P Wnfcatuaan ana N Mivwftram. 

















England’s Jan Brittin just makes her ground as New Zealand’s wicketkeeper Rebera Rolls 
appeals for a run out in the World Cup semi-final in Madras yesterday Photograph: Altsport 


Australia 206-4 v 

South Africa 

South Africa must he rick of 
the sight of S.^e V,augi^ 
Another fighting knock when 
the chips were down rescued 
Australia from a gnm77 for 4 
ro a comfortable 20o for 4 at 
the dose of ihe first day of the 
fust Test in Melbourne. 

Waugh's stonewall resis- 
tance gave way to accom- 
plished stroke-making to leave 
him unbeaten on S7 at stumps- 
His knock and Ricky Pontmgs 
56 not out wrested the initia- 
tive fro® Hansie Cronje’sside 
after two sessions of grinding- 

Iv slow scoring. _ 

In eight Tests against Soutn 

Africa, Whugh has amassed 760 

runs at an average of 84.44. He 
is ■within sight of his third cen- 
turv against them, having 
scored 164 in Adelaide almost 
four years ago and 160 in 
Johannesburg last February. 

Whugh and Pooling's 129- 
run partnership rook just 150 
minutes - a. dazzling turn- 
around after only 92 runs in the 
four hours up to tea. 

“It is important that we 
build up a big first innings be- 
cause the wicket is only gomg 
to gel harder to bat on and 
[Shane] Warne is going to play 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: PERSONAL 


a bis part in this game because _ v , • 
pat Syincos did spin "Z ' 

daw" Pouting said. ‘With the ... 
bero-ieresttayingoff 
thedavandtheslowpiBi^, 
ing a little easier, runs .r. 

in the last session - much «3 *e 

relief of tbc 73^12 crowd at the v 
Melbourne Cricket Grour£- 
the biggest Test crowd at the 

venue in 22 years. 

The South Africans, fanpy-. 
ing their chances of ending 
Australia’s pursuit of their ■. 
ninth straight Test scries vie- - 
tory. connolled much of the 
day with accurate line and cl.: 
length and acrobatic fielding. 

Just 18 runs were scored in 
the first hour and South Africa 
went to lunch with three prized 

wickets - those of Mm thew El- 
liott, Mark Taylor and Mark 
Waugh - after only conceding 
44 runs in 120 minutes. 

Australia won SMS 
AUSTRALIA - Hrat (rating* 

MT Stott c Ftehardson b Kron er 

*M A Taylor c Krsran b ■“ 

e seSS a fwwfeon lb ^25* ■" a S 

M E Vtaigh c RlcDaitteon b Daw v” 

SR Waugh not out- - " 

B T Pontng no» art 

Extras (bl fo5. nb5j - “rJi 

TfacT(tor4, 90 OVW»> 208 

Fall: 1-B. 2-42 3-44, 4-77. 

■tobatnAHeefePRR^SK««N. 

M S Kasprooncz. G D McSaBi 
Bowling: Donato 17 - 5 GS-l_f^):Pf*>* 2 l- 
55frO(rfcl: Kkisc ner 6-3 -2g-I gff; **■*£; 
ton XKJ-19-1: SyrrKXB S-3-4S-1. Klto 
4-Z-&C-. croree 4-s-n-a 
SOUTH AFRICA: G Kiraten. A M BaehwJ 

HKaSaOJC^rwi-WJCrwjeBMNttJI- 

lan. S M Pblocfc. L Kkeanef. tO J hWihrJ. 

son. P L Syrncox. A A Donald 
Utn^wB S Budrar (Wl) and S Randal (4*^ 


FAX: OHI 293 2505 



TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL* 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

(Calls cost 50p per minute at all times) 





THE INDEPENDENT 



TO PLACE YOUR FREE 
Voice personaTs ADVERTISEMENT, CALL 

0800 216 318 

24 HOURS A DAY! FOR LIVE ASSISTANCE FROM 
A VOICE PERSONALS 8 REPRESENTATIVE, 

CALL MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-8PM. 


WOMEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


SHARE THE FANTASY 
Could you arrange an under 
water orchestra, while l go the 
su pam wrtrat? Shall we Ihra in a 
global vUage. hw preserve our 
identities? I'm 36, professional. 
Indian female. Hampstead and 

surround mgs. 174732 

FUN AND FRIENDSHIP 
Successful. Rt and professional 
female, young 40-something, 
Ifces art. yoga, outdoors, vege- 
tanan cooking, seeks tall, land 
man. N/S, to share new adven- 
tures. Cambndfle. P4734 
LOOKING 

FOR NEW BEGINNING 
Independent, Ervefy. slim, attrac- 
tive redhead early 40s, N/S. 
enjoys arts, countryside, walk- 
ing. travel, people, seeks warm, 
emoOonaBy available, solvenl 
male, with a GSOH. lor friend- 
ship. new horizons and possi- 
Oly more. Sunev- *84739 
SUGHUY 
NUTTY LASS, 25— 

..seeks a similar mate, to liven 
up her Me. Leeds area. 7T4743 
SUITS YOU? 

Attractive, sporty, petite, mtelft- 
gem lady. 28. dark brown hair/ 
eyes. Ikes architecture, photog- 
raphy. spontaneous travel, art 
seeks tall, attractive, inlaUkgem. 
funny mala. 30-40. for possible 
romance. London. g4flQ4 
WITTY, PRETTY, LIVELY 
Intelligent, wild female. 20. lots 
of interests and energy, seeking 
a similar, extraordinary, attrac- 
tive. tall man, 25-33. tor trtend- 
shp. relationship. Elumingham 

aiea P4745 

PLEASE BE GENUINE 
Honest reliable female, mid- 
20s. ST . tsiowr. hasleyes. WS. 
non-dnnker. Ikes looking after 
arumaia, walking, seeks med- 
um-bultt male. 25-35. S'g - *. 
M'S S non-drinker ioo, for 
friendship and who knows 

*3*4940 

SOUL HATE REQUIRES 
SaH-amptoyed female. 30. 5*9'. 
tnunette.'blue. smokw, no ties, 
enjoys comedy, films, (eating 1 ) 

I oxl. travel, not keep-fit. seeks 
mate. 28-35, prtrieraciv dark 
hair, ic share laughter A the bit- 
lar-sweei comedy or life 

?T4944 

ARTS GRADUATE 
Attractive, adventurous lady, 
enjoys safing. travel, mus*:. lit- 
erature. history, architecture, 
seeking tall. slim, educated 
mate. aOs-EOs. who Is a stimu- 
fanno companion. *34951 
VERY ATTRACTIVE 
Stan, honest canrig. successful. 
Indian Etetdu lemale, 33. 5 - 5". 
City career, seeks an araculaie. 
honest, young man. 32-33. wrttt 
«mJar aitntouies. for friendship. 
London area. 0*4789 


ARE YOU FOR ME? 
Femate, earty 50s. seeks male, 
to share fnendahf) and apo3»- 
b>a reiaPonship. Gtau j astere h ire 

area. *P473i 

PLEASE BE GENUINE 
Honest; reliable female, mri- 
20s, 5?. brown hairfeyes. N/S, 
N/D, Ekes looking after animals, 
walking, seeks, a medum-bult 
male, aged 25-35. 5*9’+, NfS ft 
N/D tea for friendship and who 

knows, P4632 

EDGE OF THE WORLD 
Eccentric lady. 44, 5YT. art his- 
ton an / Brii s^oumalBt. probably 
attractive, needs lo find a cha)- 
lengmg companion, rath similar 
ntereas. tor long walks, who 
doesn't mind cals and a chaot- 
ic. vibrant household. By/Cam- 
bridoa. g45aB 


ftoce yxk.tra* 
PtocriQb 0 qdfcc '*' '* ^ 


0S00 2T6 318 


ORIENTAL FEMALE 
Friendly, sociable, petite tody. 
5'2'. has GSOH. enfoya emoma. 
music, concerts, eating out 
■seeks sincere, kind, profession- 
al male. 38-50. tor friendsfap. 
possible ralaUonslip. 174545 
TRUE ROMANCE 
Romantic. taH. aflm and attrac- 
tive. outgoing lemale. 40s, likes 
movies. waDong, historical inter- 
ests. rearing, seeks genuine, 
tall and attractive, professional 
mate. 40s-50s. for fnendship. 
paaatote reteMonahte. *04648 
UVELY MUSICIAN 
Ouigoirg, musical, sensitive 
lemate. passionate about clas- 
sical iTU&c. seeks creative, cul- 
tured, secure, dvorced, N/S man, 
48-58. lo share travel, concerts, 
country walks and good rorv 
ve rear ion. Cambs. g4fl31 
CHALLENGING 
Articulate, attractive, succass- 
im female. 40s. wm needs lots 
erf space, seeks her mate match, 
obiaave - mutual TLC and lun. 
OUonlstilre area. •E‘4742 
THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE 
SBm lemate artist young 53. 
N/S. would love to snare best 
things in We. wth an assorted, 
warm-hearted and well-read 
gentleman, of smiBar age. West 

Kent coast. P47B8 

MD SUSSEX 

Altractrve. warm and creative, 
vital woman, 43. loves country- 
side and the arts, seeking intel- 
ligent, expressive, soft and 
strong man. 40s. lo tough- talk 
jna explore toother. 174841 
TIME ON MY HANDS 
Pace. slm. attractive, indepen- 
dent. sincere, warm, motivated, 
professional lemate. 42. orien- 
tal origin, enjoys theatre, opera, 
classic music, gardening, cook- 
ing. seeks caring, genuine. sk>- 
esre. educated mala. svrBar age. 
to share interests, lor friend- 
shp. relationshio. <F45S6 


SULTRY SIREN 
Deric-eyod, Latin-iookmg female. 
32, seeks tell, handsome, pro- 
fessional, romantic male, able 
to share a long-term relation- 
ctifci. Glasgow. 1T45B2 
TIME TO DREAM 
Retired widow; would Ike to 
turn dreams into realty. Are you 
free and genuine, cheerful and 
optirnsbe. keen to take on chak 
tengesrintg rest s and looking for 
friendship, possibly a meaning- 
ful, tong-term relationship In 

London? P4636 

EAST MIDLANDS AREA? 
ImptJsrve and warm. inteligenL 
attractive tamale, seeks sorted, 
sold mate. 4462. wflh wrf. intent- 
ty and a sense of plav. P4S93 
SOMETHING AMISS? 
Female. 49. with career. Inter- 
ests and friends; but no special 
man, seeks kind, able male, to 
help make the difference. East 

London. P459I 

LOVE AND LAUGHTER 
Slm. attracBvo, Canterbury tody, 
early 50s. wants to exchange 
thoughts and smrfeswrfh an We*- 
Qgent men. who would be al 
toast a very dear Mend. TT4598 
GOODMAN 
WANTED 2 CHERISH 
Media professronal, 40. seek- 
ing London-based, erroWTO*y- 

artreutefe man. g4553 

HOME LOVER 

Responsible woman, seeking a 
mate music lover. 35-45. to go 
baretoot to the in park B4664 
ANY IDEAS? 

Petite end lively, rrteifigent and 
pretty female, seeks a chaimpg 
male, aged 35-45. with iruarest- 
irra ideas. Please call ggj] 
BUBBLY BLONDE 
Outgoing and fun female. 32. 
GSOH. seeks mate. 2540. tor 
fun and good times. S East 
P436e 

ALL THAT GUTTERS— 
Optimistic, beautiful voluptuous 
black woman. 36. mature stu- 
dent, paradoxical, romantic, 
caring hedonist looking lor her 
wmg commander. 32-46, who 
enioys fife, wants commit- 
ments. support. “goitT m ha 
fcte. SW London. B*4389 
NOT A MORNING PERSON? 
Attractive blonde. 37. loves the 
arts, country and conversation, 
seeks single male. N/S. Devon. 

77*4379 

CHARISMATIC WOMAN 
Ytxmg 41 , broad tastes, seeks 
reliable, funny, romanuc man, lo 
be my hero. Ikes football, fibre, 
northern soul. R&B, kitsch, 
reacting, cats, smoker (would 
give 149 (or right man), no com- 
pficattons please London area. 

q4400 

MID SUSSEX 

Attractive, vital, warm and cre- 
ative woman. 43. loves counby- 
sxte and the arts, soaks intaDi- 
gont. expressive, soft and 
strong man, 40s. to laugh, elk 
and explore together. g4403 


This year, 
try Voice Personals 





Resolve to start the 
Mew Year off with a 
new romance. 

Place a free persona) 
ad today, and look 
forward to sharing 
Hew Year's Eve with 
someone special! 


To place your FREE ad. call 

0800 216 318 

Live assistance available Monday-Friday 9ani-8pm! 


Both the advert and the cafll to place the advemsemertt are free, however advertisers are billed at 50p per minute lor message removal. 

The advertiser is strongly encouraged to record a route greeting poor to publication. 

ff you respond to an advertiser who has no! recorded a voice greectng. you wWl srti have the opportunity to tews a message. 



CULTURAL SOUL MATE 
Sooable. thou^rtlul. creative, 
tactile female, passionate 
about classical muse, wrkJhte. 
seeks cultured, sensitive, emo- 
tional ty secure, humorous, 
drorced man. 45-60. N/S, to 
share travel, theatre, opera, 
concerts, country wafts, good 
conversation. Cambs. *8*4365 
f AM— 

Independent spiritual, country- 
lonrig. attractive, middle-aged 
woman, seeking male egurva- 
lent with GSOH In the South 

EasL 1T4356 

SELL-BYDATE 

APPROACHING? 

Don't worry Parts, attractive, 
professlortflj, white lemale. 
ikes aD the good things si He, 
seeks snreter Hack mate, 45*. 
to conihue enjoying file wtih. 
London/S England. *814390 


TIRED OP SEARCHING 
Independent, strong-wiled, pro- 
fessional femete. 39. 5'6". seeks 
tel mate, to help me redecorate 

my Me. London *0*4387 

NOT MUCH GOING FOR ME 
Attractive, trleftigent. sum 
tomato, young 81. normal inter- 
ests and activities, but not 
sporty, seeks ftvety, caring, con- 
siderate male companion, ot 
similar age. to IriendsWp/tost- 
mg relationship. Notts/Dertiy/ 

Lecasterarea. g4353 

GOMG TO WASTE 
Amiable & trustworthy mate 
soughi try angle lady. 40s. wtw 
possesses strong SOH. enfcrys 
gaBeries. cinema, walking, any 
five music from opera to Cekc 
rock. South coasV5E- 13*4362 
ROMANTIC 
AND FUN-LOVING 
Professional tody. 30. GSOH. 
enjoys theatre, keep-ht. interior 
decorating, jaz z music, seeks 
professnnal. stirvlar mete, under 
40. great persona Sty. GSOH. 
nationality unimportant, lor 

friendship, posable romance. 

London ortiy. 04371 


MEN 

SEEKING 

WOMEN 


LOOKING FOR 
A WINTER ROMANCE 

Outgoing, kind, vegetarian, 
romantic mate. 33. 5*6'. N/5. 
GSOH. en|oy conversation, 
muse, dancing, tfmng n'out, 
seeks outgoing, uncompficaled 
tody. GSOH. who takes Me in 
her stnde. Ic<r friendship. poss>- 

bie reianonsnro. •B*°na 

SWM IN THIS 

Tall mate. 33. likes dan eng. 
swmvning. cinema, travel Ing. 
seeks femete. Simla age. tor 
companionship, possible mar- 

naq e. *g4g4g 

HIPPY AT HEART 
Attractive, unpretenllous mate 
teacher. 42. 5 - B". rrwSum build, 
who thinks he's younger than 
he b. Into Jogging, politics, trav- 
el. WTHing. walking. Russian 
languacpa’society seeks enm- 
patoW. younger tomato East 

Midlands. *0*4939 


SEEKB4G CHEERFUL LADY 
Divorced, slim male. 54. 5*ir. 
oaric/brown. enjoys motor rac- 
ing. 50s/60s/70s music, natural 
history, cats, travel, reading, 
seeks cheerfully lady. 24-50, (or 
fun. laughter, fnendship. po&sl- 

Wy more. YT4935 

SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Articulate. weH-educaied mate. 
24, 6*9". smoker, enjoys rawing, 
fishing, entertainment, seeking 
Intelligent, lemale. 3555. with 
similar interests, lor good times 

to gether. 1T493 7 

LOG-FIRES & ICE-CREAM 
Handsome, independent and 
romantic mate. 30. good career, 
wltn own nome/car, good 
lifesTyie S traveller, seeks that 
special lady, tor Inenaship. 
laughter, conversation and 
romance. *g4»i7 

LETS START AS FRIENDS 
Mate. 3i. 6T. enjoys country 
living S city IHe. seeks mtelt- 
gent. unpretentious woman. 
GSOH. for friendship, possibly 
awe. Londwi. 174854 


GUDE1IKES: Prrwrio kidiwduak welung fongrarm monegomM relot 

1 B yoan at age kr pi<blKerioa m V.j«o PcKonals* Abe, no Olb will be 
to any penAnal eriiKvvionl E» <n4«rt»er ojjunws complek) IkiMiry 
cainad bv iho pubkcntK^, cn locoKf'ng ploatd by (he odvanaer or <*v 


PASSION FRUIT 

Vafe. 25. seeks specai female, 
for fen. fnendship and pcsstte 

reat-ans-hs. g4cg3 

NOT FOR SALE 
Yien-tuiiL quiet reiable mate. 
42. seeks femate. 30-. for 
socansmg. Oor t be shy. give 

me a cai! If4a43 

ALMOST CHRISTMAS- 
-.and sail no eftere ol pan- 
tomime' Charming, handsome 
arid considerate, raaly nice guy. 
GSOH seeking a soeca! lady. 
32-42. hare cwd times and 
forge: me cad cres M'S pre !. 

Gu'id'cn area. g474& 

PROFESSIONAL MALE 
IM-i ! s med-a-m bufd. seeks 
ady. 4C- has GSOH. who likes 
sports, cinng out. theane. ene- 
ma. roumwde and general 
cohere, ro share the geed things 
to Me. '.Vest MK£ards*Shrop- 

Shire. g47=0 

NORTHERN MALE 
YcutWuJ 47 (it says heron, tall 
lavtback. dr,- SOH. seeks sryl- 
rsh fe.xate. fer usual tilings. No 

teetotallers* g*747 

LIFE’S 

BEST WHEN SHARED 
Romantic, easygoing, profes- 
sional. genuine male. 38. 5*10. 
N/S, bsard/glassas. GSOH. 
enfoys sports arid hockey, bad- 
minton. conversation, soaafe- 
ing, seeks tun-knnng. outgoing 
femate. 25-40. for fnendship. 
possible relationship. 7T4783 
KINDRED SPtRTT 
Poor, shghtty bohemian, funny 
guy. 39. seeks (Retime?) soul 
mate, tor film. food, walks and 
mm. Leamington Spa o* any- 
where. Previous can are, please 

can attain. g-*73t 

ASTUTE. 

CONSIDERATE MALE 
Attractive, slim, young-looking 
41. not tall, not rich, has lots of 
hugs and laughter to offer Ms 
Righl. must be sincere, attrac- 
tive and travel lightly (no bag- 
BBfle). SE- *3*4790 

PRESTON MALE 
Professional, tal, optimisti c msie. 
seeks a fun-fovng femate. who 
doesn't take He loo seriously. 
tor tonnes of fun in *96 tT4S92 
ROMANTIC, RUSSIAN MAN 
Tall, handsome male, rreddle- 
aged. seeks a perfect ch ar ring. 
British lady. 30-40. to enjoy lite 
with. London area. Have a nice 
Christm as "B 4736 

ESSEX TEACHER 
Thoughtful, constdende wsdower, 
50. N/S. GS*?H. pteasam nature, 
tikes languages, spots, current 
affairs, literaiure. disco danang. 
thugs French, animals, reacting, 
seeks a smilar ferr*ale. to share 
an life has to offer *g474g 
AFFECTIONATE ARIES 
Inielgem good-looking, witty 
mate. 28. 6 . into theatre. dWng 
out. walking, enema, corrverea- 
tioo. travelfcvg. soesatiang. seeks 
wrnlar lady. 25-15. no lies, tor 
tut. tnendsrtp. refatienshp. West 
Midlands bul wfl travel. 1T4784 


IN FOR THE DURATION 
Honest retiabie. hatd-woridng. 
Wack mate. 31 . seeks a lemale. 
25-30. lor a long -am retation- 
srrip. London area. g<602 
GAME. SET & MATCH 
Frlendy. outgoing, very sooa- 
ple male. 35, 5*10*. daricWue, 
medium build, N/S. enjoys cine- 
ma, theatre, skiing, playing gofl/ 
racket sports, seeks a similar 
lady. 29-40. lor friendship first, 
maybe more, SE area, *774787 

Any Qneritt? 

F you AkM bore m qneafcm 
kbwf ony i ar our Moicej 

Hfesonob* nnia, plftBa cdl 

FREErert 0800 216 3T«. -V, 


ATTRACTIVE ft TALL 
Single, easygoing, professional 
male. 38, with VGSOH. seeks 
indepandenL attractive iady. for 
r oma n ce. SW area. TT4741 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
TaD and weD-spoken mate. 37, 
seeks a female companion, lor 
sodafisrfig and outings eta 

London. g4788 

ATTRACTIVE. 
LONDON MALE 
Slim. weB-traveifed. media pre- 
lesstonaL 303. 6*lflT. seeking 
an honest female, tor enSghtan- 
men t GSOH and energy a 

bonus. TT4744 

SEEKING LOVE 
Stncere. athletic male. 39. 5*6*. ‘ 
seeks Onentd lady, far food, cin- 
ema. wafts, travel. I'rfe long rela- 
ttonsHp- Qwent based. gfflO 
ALTERNATIVE L* AMOUR? 
Kind, easygoing, attractive, frt. 
proteascnal, Indian mate. 3a 
6*. enjoys laughmg. yoga, alter- 
native therapy, theatre, travel, 
seeks sfim/rnedium-buflt. warm 
tody, any nationality, lor romance. 
LondottfSE aiaa- TT4782 
ROMANTIC MALE 
Sooable academic. 42. 5*10'. 
meefitarranean origin. GSOH. 
ge»d oonvetsattonaltoL enjoys 
nature, history, the arts, travel. 
hofkJays. seeks educated, inde- 
pendent, gentta lemale. 27-42. 
no ties, tor fnendship. posable 

relationship. g478f 

SEEKING OTHER HALF 
Single, professional mala, earty 
■Ws. 5'10". reasonable looks, 
inlo music, enema and theatre, 
countryside, travel, seeks a sin- 
gla lemate. 30-40. no ties, sun- 
fiat interests, tor lasting rela- 
tipnahlp. Bnswt area. ®47-32 


CHRISTMAS COMES— 
..Jxit once a year, grab mo now 
wh3e Tm still rieref Professional 
charming, sincere gem. aged 

45. has GSOH, seeking special 

lady. 32-42, to fill hre Christmas 
stocking. N/S preferred. Gudd- 
ftxd area. S*4579 

CARING MALE 
Inteftgen}, caring, loving, hon- 
esL professional male, young 

46. seeks sum lady. 30-40, who 
enjoys fife to the full cinema. 

out and nights in/but,- 
<rt touch with her emo- 
aa West ktaflands. g45S0 
MAN 

BEHAVING NATURALLY 
Slm. attractive, sto^e man. 46. 
Iftes walking, cycling, cinema 
and attemative therapies, seek- 
ing a slim, unpretentious, car- 
ing female soul mate. N/S. 
London area. C4635 
SEEKING A PARTNER 
Easygoing. strrVathfetic male. 
38. looks younger, own home/ 
cangood Job. seeks petite, ctoric- 
haftad lady. 25-38. no ties, for 
fnendship. ramanoa *0*4588 
BARNEY RUBBLE 
Blond, broad and carinj mala, 
37. seeks cuta, caring, affection- 
ate Betty, 25-45. for a lasting 
relationship and to settle down 
in Bedrock suburbs. London/ 
Home Counties. TT4640 


MEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


CENTRAL LONDON 
Professional male, 40. __ 
a guy. 35-45. lor friendship 
possibly more. P4738 


GAY GUY 
Male, has varied interests, seeks 
older, retired mate, age unim- 
portant. lor friendship, relation- 
ship. 0*4752 


ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLE 


MIDLANDS PROFESSIONAL 
Bisexual, professional male, 
30. 5*10T, athletic build, fair/ 
Wue. N/S, has a GSOH. enjoys 
sports, theatre, performing arte, 
good foodfaine. walking and 
the countryside, seeks a srrttar 
ferrate. 254J5. N/S. lo share 
life s pleasures. 

PROFESSIONAL FEMALE 
B«exual. attractive, tmaafaertt. 
professional femete. 50s. for- 
ested In the ana, seeks similar. 

{Mas;*— » — 


JUST FRIENDS 


i may odwffte in «x» IWiOROfc". Wt> suggest that ods certom e vjftdwa-pfex', ago range. 6h*yto and i^ocohm Adi -o-uoBs. „p n _ u. 7, 77! ! 

bo pvtfchod xckteg penonsyoungai thanlB yeoraaf ege Ws suggest ihe kn> mootmj, ofeaw be held lr a pubf« pbcc end that vc *, no. ,Zwly<svr Ml r™™,. adwThom. ^ ~ ** 0"v ad lo, any roc son Ads -y^l, . 

rry for coTOpriol afi » (toy crifemlMmMlor reeonM mtaago and to. any dona nod. ago.nsi The Indcpcndom « a mu* ft* “ .^ nitv ^ w OKCLAWteJfc tfe, kvtawndeW^Sji 


endless possibiuties 

“2P& 9«»rt«Tten. 

aged 31 . tikes languages, irav- 
« and leading, seal® Franch- 
speakmg male/tady faends. for 
outm^socialising and tnend- 
Nx p P4 352 


EXPLORE WITH ME 

Lady, speaks several languages, 
would Efts to travel to Europe 
Africa, vsrtaS 
fanes in London, seeks straight 

tamafe comparicin. aged 30-lb 

North London 


Independent Hearts 




.-t P ^ Pr ° files 

O 1 Ki L U< Clllb Magazine 

altogether more fun Information Pack 

Sirius , for the intelligent, articulate 
and well educated, providing personal 
and . of course, complete 
discretion at all times, 

J o i n 11 o ju and da i ///... 

Al 00 fti-ee ft/outc friiis ! 

5 a 9 4_7_6 6 

0800 LIAISOA 

or write to FREEPOST 305 London EC1B 1SY 


WPS BEST amgtea magaptw. Free 
detafc + Bargatfl Offer! PE^ON 
TO PERSON (Dept ND). P.O. Bon 
4, Goring. RG9 TON. 


Any advertisemenis 
carrying 
Box No , 
please send 
replies to: 

The Independent, 
19th Floor, 

I Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London EI4 5DL 


Out memben come 

from aD walks of Efc 
and fnxn all riser the 

cumin - we're sure lo 

know "nvnconc whn 
could be right for yiiu. 

rt»g Demla th 

Wife » & JUa?fcn 5U 

Iri-hn Vfl BLot Gill 

01869 324 100 

SCr feC. Lfl/ J 


; JOIN CINELINK* 

J _ Socialiw around 
• Oinema/ Arts events in j 
central London 
Tel: 0181 800 4822 
or send SAEto 
13S Lordship Road 
^London NlfaOQL 


The Nightclub at the end of your phone 

»ENSATIOMAL 


> 


INGLES|i!?-%fe 

^ Talk live & ® IgC 

uncensored... Girls A" 

^ & Guys on line Now! ' w4d 

DIAL FREEFONE / 

0800 138 8509 :::1 


Cafts Into Senutional Stogies are FREE 
major cradri/debit cards accepted You must be 18 and 

'•rww.ne4-dare.com W phon * 
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Westwood makes rapid ascent of the learning curve 


He has won she times in the 
last 16 months, starred as a 
rookie in the Ryder Cup and 
swapped his Porsche for a 
Mercedes. And he is still only 
24. Andy Farrell thinks the 
positives mount up for Lee 
Westwood because he has 
developed the knack of never 
looking at the negatives. 
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ln less time than it takes to beat Greg 
Norman m a sudden-death play-off. 
Lee Westwood bas become a house- 
hold name. In Malaysia. When the 
Malaysian Open champion returned 
recently to the country where he has 
a course attachment, he was wel- 
comed by a group children aged be- 
tween nine and 13 wearing Lee 
Westwood T-shirts, Lee Westwood 
caps and who had composed a song 
in his honour. 

“Until they find a world class play- 
er of their own,*' explained West- 
wood’s manager, Andrew Chandler, 
“they have adopted Lee as a cham- 
pion to look up to." It helped, nat- 
urally, that Westwood had just won 
three times in five weeks. Yet, though 
it meant extending a round-the-trip 
away from home to 48 days, the 24- 
year-old from Worksop enthusiasti- 
cally went about his sponsor’s 
obligations. And what of the reac- 
tion? His answer befitted someone 
who is both unassuming, but self-con- 
fident. “That's all right,’’ he said. 
“Hopefully, that will be worldwide." 

In Australia, television execu- 
tives prompted an invitation to the 
Australian Masters in February af- 
ter Westwood’s last-day battle with 
Norman in Melbourne. He may not 
yet be a national celebrity in Britain, 
but he is officially recognised as a 
good sport who is game for a laugh 
after his appearance on the segment 
of the BBC's Sports Review of the year 
which is more like, well. Game fora 
Laugh. In trying to recreate Jeremy 
Guscott's famous drop-goal for the 
Lions in South Africa, Westwood's 
efforts were straight, not something 
all his fellow contestants managed, 
but the fact he failed to dear the bar 
revealed a childhood that was more 
football than rugby. 

Until his father John, a school- 
master, took him to play at Wbrfcsop 
Goff Gub. It was there, a week be- 
fore Christmas, that Westwood ful- 
filled his last engagements with the 
media for thd year. With him were 
his parents and Chandler, a former 
player, universally known as Chub- 
by. whose stable also includes the 
Open runner-up Darren Clarke, 
Paul McGinley and Andrew ColtarL 

Westwood, who sustained himself 
during his lengthy trip with the 
thought of driving the new Mercedes 
with which he has replaced his 
Porsche, had every reason to cele- 
brate over the festive season. Third 
on the European money list, he 
made the cut in all four major cham- 
pionships. Only 15 other players 
achieved that feat, and only two, Col- 
in Montgomerie and Jesper 
Paraevik, were also European. (As 
a reference, Westwood twice bed and 
once beat the player be is most com- 
pared with, the Masters champion. 
Tiger Woods.) 

Then came the Ryder Cup at 
Vhlderrama, where Westwood was 
one of a number of young European 
rookies to play well, winning two 
points in partnership with Nick Fal- 
do. You got the impression the 
combination worked because it nev- 
er occurred to Westwood to be in 
awe of the six-times major winner. 
Finally, there were those last five 
weeks which brought Westwood 
over £300,000, but more impor- 
tantly plenty of world ra n king points 
(he moved from 64th to 23rd dur- 
ing 1997) and three additions to a 
list of victories which stands at six 
in the last 16 months. 
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Lee Westwood in action. ‘I learnt little things from a lot of people, not necessarily things that other people will think are big things, but they have certainly helped me-’ 


After victory in the Volvo Mas- 
ters at Montecastiilo in Spain, West- 
wood finished second to Mark 
Calcavecchia in the Sarazen World 
Open in Atlanta, defended his Visa 
Taiheiyo title in Japan and after a 
20th place in the Dunlop Phoenix, 
moved on to Melbourne where he 
beat Norman at the fourth extra bole 
to claim the Australian Open. “It has 
sunk in now, but it didn't at the time. 
You just go from one tournament to 
the nexL It was a fantastic five 
weeks. I've looked at everybody 
and can’t see anyone who has bad 
a five-week spell like that. 

“Once you win one, you think 
let’s win another one and then it's. 
I’ve just won two. maybe I can win 
another one. The thought process 
changes." 

Top of his list is the Australian 
Open, not only since it is the biggest 
title be bas won but because of the 
realisation that it came with beating 
the Great White Shark in home wa- 
ters; “That I could compere at the 
highest level. If you can do it against 
the world No l, you can do it 
against anyone. The Ryder Cup 
and that bas all contributed to it. To 
become a good player, you have to 
play with the best in the world. I 
played with the best players over 


those five weeks and was fortunate 
enough to beat most of them. I'm 
very happy with the way things are 
going." 

Not the least of Westwood's at- 
tributes is his attitude to play-ofls, 
in which be has a won-three, Snsi- 
none record. “It's not a problem 
when the worst you can do is sec- 
ond.” be said. He sees no stigma in 
losing play-offs, as Norman has 
done more often than he has won 
them. “It's quite a nice achievement 
to have, to be honest, losing all four 
majors in play-offs." 

“He doesn't see the need to be 
negative." Chandler confirms. 
“That's probably the difference be- 
tween him and all the others." So 
when he had a succession of near- 
misses to Jose Maria Olazabal aL the 
Canaries Open. Bernhard Langer in 
the Benson and Hedges interna- 
tional. and twice to Colin Mont- 
gomerie in the European Grand Prix 
and the Irish Open. Westwood just 
thought: “They can’t keep doing this. 
If I could keep my confidence then, 
you're going to win one sooner or 
later." 

**I never actually gave any of those 
tournaments away," he said. “Every 
lime they were taken off me. like 
Langer shooting the best round of 


the day at jihe B&H." Then there 
were the two with Montgomerie. 
“Which two with Monty?" West- 
wood replies, ever so slightly mis- 
chievously. ‘j’You mean, when he shot 
62 on the lup.t day of the Irish Open 
and 65 on ihji: last clay at SlaJey? Both 
course reco rds. I don't think they 
went too bat Ily. At Slaley, I finished 
third and i^ the Irish Open 1 beat 
Nick Faldo lb*y two to finish second, 
took £80,0T)O home, moved up the 
world runnings and secured my 
place in the Ryder Cup team. It 
didn’t go th.it badly, did it?" 

Still, olhi ns might have suffered 
from the ercpericncc. “Having a 
three-shot lei ad and losing by seven? 
It's how you Approach iL 1 didn't take 
anything negative out of a perfor- 
mance like that. If 1 had shot an 84 
on the last clay, then 1 would have 
thought: *Wmt a choker’. But I shot 
72 around a difficult golf course, in 
contention. 'I didn’t play great, but 
1 held it tog*: l. her while someone was 
shooting ni ie under next to me. I 
would have i eeded to shoot a 65 just 
to lie. and tl at's what 1 scored to sel 
the course i ?cord in the first place 
on the first day. Then, defending 
champion a id all. he shoots a 62 to 
win. He sail I in ail the papers that 
the 05 in lb -• firsi round of ihc US 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

30 unless stated 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

PREMIER DIVISION 

Aberdeen v Motherwell 

Duntwrni tfn e v lkre rta 

Hibernian v KBr 


Rangers * Oundee Utd- 
St Johnstone v Celbc_ 
RUST DIVISION 

AbtttsvStMnen 

Ayr v Greenock Morion . 
Dundee v Falkfrfc 
HamBton v Perticir - - , 

Sliding v Ranh 

SECOND DIVISION 

Cfydabenk y Clyde:-- 

Forfar vBractifn. 


Inverness CTv&s*Rto 

Stsnhousemulrv Uvtngston 

Stranraer v Oueen of ffie South -- 
THIRD DIVISION 

Berwick v Dumbarton^—— ~— 

Cowdenbeath v Rose County 

East Sorting v AJtoe . 


Mont rose v Arbroath— * 

Queen's Park vAMon Rows 

RYMAK LEAGUE Pleader Dfwston: Ct»- 
sftaravAytesbuy; Dutefc h v Kktgssortan: 
BriUd v Bantam Wood; Grainoent & 
North*** vBrorr*jy:HteidonvHBrrcw Bor- 
ough: Haytxidgev Bishop* Storttart Ox- 
fora CRy V-BartngsSea; Pwfleet v 
Dagenham &- Redbrtdcw; St Atoans v 
WfcfinLSuttst UM v CafMWfKm; TBs*# 
v Walfen & Horsham. First Dtv MjW 
Atohgdon Then v Thoms; AJctershcrvVtok- 

fnghirn; Barton v BedrhmriBtBd; Bdedcay 

v unya; Bconcr Rsgb v Worthing; Chert- 
sey v Staines: Croydon v Mefesay v 
Maidenhead Utd; Leyton Psmant v Rom- 
ford; Uxbridge v Wtenbtov: Whytofeafe v 
L Second DWtion; Braintree 


v Wtantae; Edgware v Cheshunt Egham 
v Wtodsor & Eton; Horsham v Barwead; 
Hungarford v Brecknel; Utghton v Boc3- 
fcrch Mario* v Cha/fcrt Si Rear, Narthrtoort 
v Waaldstona; Usury v Barking; Toatkig 
& Mtoham v MafropoBtan Poles: Witham 
v Carney Island Third Division: Cortotttf- 
an Casuals v Camberioy, EastThurrocfc v 
. Avetey. Epsom & Ewel v Croydon Athlet- 
ic FTacKwal Heath v Hamel Hempstead; 
Ford v Cfeplon; Harfaw v Horricrtiah: Hert- 
SordvWtaje: Ktogsbuiyv Wingate SFkich- 
toy; Lanes vDorUng; SouttaB v Tring 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier Division: Al- 

fnsen Town v Sshop AudtJaraJ; A&reham 
v Leigh RM: BanOer Bridge v Accrtigton 
Stanley; fVektey v Errtey, Guaetey v 
Btyth Spartans: Lancaster v Banowr. nsv 
com v Cotvryn Bay. Hrst DMsIore Ash- 
ton v Draytedan; Ba|per v Eastwood tbwn; 
Oeat Harwood v Bradford Uncdn Utd 
v Fferefey. SocteOridge PS v Hbrteo fxTraf- 
tod v FSxton; Whitley Bey v Gratae; WWt- 
by v Hamgate Tom; Workington v 
Nettwrflaid 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DM- 
sion: Ashford Town v Rottreel Town; 
Cambridge City v Forest Green: caouces- 
ter City v Lesley Rovera; Martfiyr v 
WCroeren-CIty; Nuneaton vStttwboume; 
Safebury v SLLsonanJa Mdtand^on: 
BBston v Moor Green: FtedcStdiv aour- 
brktge: So»*jI I Borough v Wisbech, 
Statoti Rangers v Bedworth. Southern 
DMstorc Cindartord v Witney; Flarrtwm 
v Ttxhridge; Flsei v Ctevedon; Havant v 
NwrportAFC: M argate » BasMey; WM 
«v«4jer-Mare v Wbterioovaa: VWjrmouth 
vDarttord. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHBIN 
LEAGUE First Division: Consatt v Ees- 
fritnor Durham Cfty v Crort; hfc**n v 
SSn ftdSsflon 030): RTM NewM*- 
tfe v Pterttfr m: SMn Red Star v 
Stockton; Tow Law v ShiciQn, 


NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Armthorpe W&ltare v 
Denaby: Brigg v Gtesshoughton W&ttare. 
EcatesWI v Ctrarr Ashton: Maltby MW v 
Hatfield Msar. Ossw Abron v Qsstm 
Tbwnx PiOwng v Hucknal. F^intBlract Cols 
v North Ferrby. Setoy Thaddey. Sheffield 
v Liuersedge. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rt« 
Dnrtskm: Atherton Coteries v Atherton LR. 
Burscough v Nantwtch: Chadderton v 
Rossandale; Cttheroe v Btackpod Rovers . 
HoHterOkfBcys rDunwn. Maine Road v 
Salford; MossJey v Gtossop Norm End: 
Newcastle Tbwm v KtoBorove, Ramsbonom 
v HasSngden. St Hatens « Prascot CaWes 
Warreigsan v Vauxhal GM. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
UANCE: Banrwl v OUbuy. Btarwth v Pet- 
sail VSa: Knyperstoy victoria v Kings 
Norton: Rocester v Halesowen. Rushail 
Olympic v S Mfnet Sandweil Borough v 
Wednesfleld; Wesi Midlands Ponce v 
StapenhA. WBenhaa v Rsrshora 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier Dt- 
vision: Dies v Stowmerxer Lowestoft v 
WAtsham; Newmartet v Bury Ibwn: Soham 


Open was the best round of his life, 
but I'd have to say that the 62 in the 
last round of the Irish was the best 
round of his life." 

Montgomerie’s tendency to raise 
bis game when playing alongside 
Westwood is as eloquent an en- 
dorsement as the Scot could provide 
verbally. Westwood will play around 
a dozen times in America next year 
but will not move there full-time. 
“I’ve got lots more goals to accom- 
plish in Europe," he said. Like 
breaking the five-year run at the top 
of the money list of Montgomerie, 
who also derided to stay mainly in 
Europe. “It's a bit of a shame, re- 
ally," Westwood jokes. “It would 
have been nice to get rid of him." 

If Westwood’s laid-back ap- 
proach suggests be is not taking in 
what is happening around him, then 
think again. “I learnt little things 
from a lot of people, not necessar- 
ily things that other people will think 
are big things, but they have certainly 
helped me over the last five weeks. 
I got into a situation that they were 
in and thought so-and-so did this 
here, or that there. I learnt a Jot from 
Bernhard Langer in the last round 
of the Benson and Hedges, more 
than anybody. It was interesting to 
sec bow he plotted bis W3y around 


v By. Sudbury Town v Sjucbury Wandei 
ere; R&rboys v tSston; Woodbrktge 


> u Fa- 


vtfston; 

BxstoWB Port 8 Ibwn. 

SCfffiWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Premie/ Di- 
vision: BrldpQrt v Chard: CNppenham v 
Cetoe. Keynsham v Brislngtun: Mangots- 
faa v Bretol Manor Farm: Mefcsham v 
WSatbuy. Faution v Odd Down: Taunton 
v Bridgwater T/venon v Eknore: Tomng- 
uxi v Back wet 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE- 
txXBl v lymtogttn. Downlon v Bemenon 
Heath HariwjiATs: East Cowes Vcs v 
Cowes Sports; Gosport Borough v 
Portsmouth RN: Whitchurch v Andover. 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE First DF 
viator Chatham v Srscpev (2.6). Corintt*- 
an v State Grwn; Cray v Entfi (2.15). 


Croc*£rtA v Swaricy Furness Pttl 
sham v Ramsgate- Greenwich Bonf 
Thamesmead (2.151. Lordswood 4 
tarbury (2151: Tirtndge *Wfls v Herr^ 

VCO Auienc ^ Bee-anham C.6): Wfi 
v Deal 

UNIJET SUSSEX COUNTY 
First Division: HaHsham v 
Langney v Easthcxme Town. 

WWWhawk: Peaceh even 8 “ 

Safldean: PwtfieU v ChCheaer 
Horsham YMCA. Wic* v Shon 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUffTlES 
LEAGUE Premier Division: Cogej tooe v 
Northampton Spencer: Ford Sp-arts 
Long BuCKby; Hotoeach v Boaon. -temp- 
S10T v /taorion: Spakfcig v Bounv ■; Stol- 
low v Potion: Welling D ore* gh 
DesDorough Ya day v S S L Cort» 
PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHl-AND 
LEAGUE: Brora Rangers v Wick Ac t towny, 
Deveronvaia v E&jcK® Thetie Fori JtVBam 
vClachnacuddn; Frasertxagh v Pet* meal 
Huilty v Cove Rangers. Losstemotui Ji v El- 
gin City. Naim County v Fanes Muchon - 
ics; Roihes v Keith 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Prerji I Dr Di- 
vision: Ards v Omagh Rm Dtvrskp.rr Bal- 
lyrtare v Larne. Dungannon $w rfis v 
Umavady Utd. Newry v DotAery I 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Camiartf.1 1 Town 
v Cwmbran (Z30J. Inter CaWe-Tel CarrtH 
v Barry Town i£30t 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Premier Division: Fnrfr Hams 
v DundaA (7301. Sligo Rovers v Ip /oghe- 
da Utd (7301 


Rugby League 

FRIENDLY MATCH: Hudderetwid 
mgton (23Ci 


Rugby Union 

3.0 unless stated 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP One: 
Br«olvNewca5tle(2X));GloucesrefvFfcfv 
mond; Harteq^ts v London hah: Northamp- 
ton v Wasps; Sate v Bath P ram larah l p Two: 
FykJe v Bertord (20. Moeeiey v Rotherham. 
JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE: Har- 
rogate v Wharfedale (2.15); Leeds vwtarces- 
ter. London Welsh v Rossfyn ParV. (215); 
Money v Ottey Nottingham v Newbury: 
Rearing v Lydney <2«); RjgOy v Liverpool 
St Helens. Two North: rtncfctey v Ssdgley 
Park (2 30; Uchfield v Preston Grasshop- 
pers (230); Nuneaton v Manchester (230): 
Sandal v Kendal (2®; Sheffield v Brrrrung- 
bam'SomA C23Q); Waiaal v AspaiTO (2301; 
WinnlngTon Parte v Stourbndge {23(2 TWO 
South: CMftenhsm v North Watshom (23d); 
Esner v Brdgwater p.15): Henley v Ctfton 
03): MetropotenPofcev Havant Rymouth 
v Camoertey (230): Tabard v BarViig (2.^); 
Weston-SLper-Atere v Rertuth. 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE PremlwD*- 
vtelon Bndgend v Ebbw Vale: LteneB 

v Cart*ft Neath v Newport: Swansea v Pon- 
typridd (SO). Ftew Division (20): Aberavon 
v Treorrtry. Botymaan v Portypool; Cross 
Keys v Llandovery. Maesteg v AbertBery 
(230). Martfiyr v Newbridge: South Wales 
Peace v RurrrieY. UtMC v Drervart 
TENNENTS PREMIERSHIP Hrst DMenn 
(20): Edrtjw^i Acadsv Soring Comity; Jed- 
Foeest v Curie; Metoee v Hawirtc Vtotso- 
nons v Boroughmrtr Wfest of Scotiand v 
Hanots FR Second Division (20): Btggar 
v Gala. Oxides HSFP v PeeCtes, Kabo v 
Glasgow Hswfcs: Kanamoch v KrtcaWy: Pre- 
sfon Lodge v ttjBsefeuigh Third DfvtaMh 
(2J1): Aberdeen GSFP v Glenradies: Glas- 
gow Southern » Ayr; Gordontane v SeM*; 
Grangerrcuth v HBraad/JoraartW. Stewartb 
MetwUe FP v Stemnry. 


Hockey 

DICK HOLLAND MEMORIAL MATCH: 
Cheam v Prestoent's XI (ttt* (W London Dsne- 
port Astro) 

Cricket 

SECOND UNDER-1BTEST (Fbcfivflle, SA, 
first dn of tour, Includng play tomorrow, 
98m): South Africa v England 

Basketball 

BUDWEJSEfl LEAGUE: Efcnrn^am Bulats v 
Newcastle Eagtes (7301 

Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUP: Newcastle Cobras v Sco- 
tish Eagles ($3M: Manchester Siotm v Brack- 
oel Bees (7Di: Notwigham Ranltiare v 
Bashgexfce Bscn (7D) 

TOMORROW 

Football 

30 untex stated 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 
Bamaley v Derby . 


SECOND DIVISION 

Blackpool v Wrexham — 

Bristol Rover* v Bournemouth 
Chesterfield v York. 


Fulham v Bristol City (120) . 

Grimsby v Preston 

MHtwafl v Luton. 


Northampton v Wolsafl (120) 

Oldham v Burnley (1-0) 

Southend v Wycombe (120) - 

Watford v Plymouth 

Wigan v cartisle (120) 

THIRD DIVISION 


Vr.-/ 


. .=v. • 




the golf course. When the flags were 
racked away, he would go away from 
the trouble, to the middle of the 
greens where he knew he could two- 
pud from. He was very impressive 
in that last round. 

“I enjoyed playing with Faldo at 
the Ryder Cup. It was impressive to 
see how professional be was and bow 
unprofessional I was. To say I was 
like 31st in the world, and be was a 
former world No I, it was interest- 
ing to see die difference between our 
approaches. I'm not saying I was un- 
professional, but it was interesting 
to see how he and Bernhard Langer 
used practice rounds, for example. 

“I played with Langer and up the 
first, he walked into the right hand 
rough and bad a look at how it was, 
then walked over to the left hand 
rough, while I’ve walked up the mid- 
dle, knocked it on the green and 
holed it for a three and was think- 
ing I was having a great practice 
round. But he has actually used it as 
a practice round, preparing for the 
match. But then he was playing in 
his eighth Ryder Cup. while I was 
like, ‘there are 30,000 people here 
ail cheering for us'. But I set out at 
the beginning of the week to learn 
a few things from the Ryder Cup and 
1 did." 


Photograph: Empics 


Ultimately, however, it was a 
putting tip from bis coach- Peter 
Cowen, prior to the Volvo Masters 
which sparked his winning run. He 
won’t reveal what the tip was, but the 
important point is how he describes 
it changing his putting from being 
“very, very average to reasonable". 
That suggests there is room for im- 
provement. “You can always im- 
prove. Everyone is striving for 
perfection. Don't think anyone will 
get there, but I’d like to get fairly 
close to it. The only way you can do 
that is by working at it and learning 
all the time. 

“If you take Tiger Woods’ driving,' 
long and straight, Tbm Watson’s iron 
play, Langer’s head, Justin 
Leonard's putting, Greg Norman’s 
short game. No one has got every- 
thing. and they have not got what 
they have without working on those 
thjngs really bard." 

Work on his chipping and 
putting, and fitness, will be the pri- 
ority when be returns to business 
after the Christmas break. First, 
(here was a burning question. 
“When do we finally get to see 
Lee?" asked Westwood’s mother, 
Irish. “After our Christmas party to- 
morrow," said Chandler, “then he's 
aU yours.” 


Basketball 

BUDWHSER LEAGUE: Chester Jets v 
London Towers &301: Manchester Gants v 
Greater London Leopards (630). Nmces- 
ito Eagles v Watford Royals (530) ; Sheffield 
Sharks v Crystal Pataca (60) 

lee hockey 

EXPRESS CUP: Ayr Scottish Eagles v 
Manchester S»rm JB30): Sheffield Sfeelere . 
v Bradawl Bess (630); Basingstoke Boon 
v Newcastle Cobras (60) 


M a ccl es fi eld v Rochdale , 

Mansfield v Lincoln City (120) 

Nods County v Hartlepool 

Peterborough v Brighton 

Rotherham v Hut (120) 

Scarborough v Darfington 
“ Hlll2 


ly v Card 
v Barnet- 


Btodcbum v Crystal Palace. 
Coventry v Manchester Utd 
Bvmrtan v Bolton 
Leads v Aston vnia. 


Leicester v Sheffield Wednesday 

Newc a stle v Liverpool (50) 

Tottenham v Arsenal - — — 

Wimbledon v West Ham 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE FIRST DtVBTOH 

Birmingham v TVamnare 

Bradford v Huddersfield — 

Bury v Cream . 


■tonchastar Otty v N ot tingh a m Forest — 

saddle ohm ugh v Stockport 

Oxford Utd v Sunderland - 

Port Vble v Wolves (1.0) 

QPO v Reeding 


Sheffield Utd v Chariton (1 . 

Swindon v Ipswich 

West Bromwich v Stoke 


Swansea v 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Ofvtsion: 
BuTOR Alton v aoms^cee; HMasomn Tbrvn 
v Dorchester: Hasarms v Ban: Knob Lynn v 
Mnaraone. M d l an d Division: Btohennal v 
Hndctey; Evesham v Bracktey: Rands v 
Shepaisd; Sutm CoWfleid » Corby; VS RUg- 
by v ftactog Ware** pa Southern DMsion: 
Cntemstna v Newport toW: Qroncestar v Bel- 
doch; Entfi v veto 

HARP LAGS) NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IR6- 
LAIS Prem ie r DtvMon: Cork Crty v Sht4- 
boune BSD. asmeefc Rovers v Keawy aty 
gg^Uaviraiy Coiege Drt*i v St Partcks 

Rugby League 

FRIENDLY: Sramfey v Ninstet (1201 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S UNDER 21 REGIONAL TOUR- 
NAMENT (RfiRon Keynes National Stadi- 
um): Northv South (Tin); West v East (UJ): 
MOendev North (30). 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

15 

The age in years erf Louise 
Carrol), who has been 
named in Great Britain^ 
Olympic hockey develop- 
ment squad. Carroll, who 
plays for Bonagrass 
Grove in Dundee, cele- 
brated her 15th birthday 
on Monday. 
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Terrace troubles 
mar England’s 
glorious night 


football 

BY GLENN MOORE 


AD roads had led to Rome from 
11 February, when Gianfranco 
Zola’s goal condemned Eng- 
land to their first World Cup de- 
feat at Wembley. The question 
for England was whether the 
ancient It alian capital would 
open up the direct route to 
France 98, or lead to elimina- 
tion in the detour of the play- 
offc? 

Publicly- and. given his in- 
ner confidence, probably pri- 
vately as well - Glenn Hoddle 
had never doubted England 
could get the result they need- 
ed. Impressive victories in 
Poland and over Italy in Nantes 
persuaded others to believe as 
well and England's task 
seemed altogether less daunt- 
ing when Italy's failure to win 
in Georgia left the coach only 
a draw away from automatic 
qualification. 

Yet even a point remained a 
formidable task. Italy had won 
all IS previous World Cup ties 
in Rome and England would he 
without Alan Shearer. 

Until they appeared on the 
pitch it seeranl David Beckham 
and Gareth Southgate would 
also be absent too but their "in- 
juries*' proved more a Hoddle 
smokescreen than reality. To be 
so Machiavellian seemed apt in 
Italy and England went on to 
appropriate their hosts' tradi- 
tional role as well. They de- 
fended deep, kept the ball, 
looked to attack on the counter 
and were not averse to a bit of 
gamesmanship. 

It needed Tony Adams' ex- 
perience to hold England to- 
gether in the early stages but 
Paolo Maldini then succumbed 
to an early injuiy and Paul 
Gascoigne and Paul Inee took 
control in midfield. As they 
tewed with the ball Italy', already 
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Roman resistance: Italian defenders attempt to block David Beckham’s free-kick during Octobers World Cup qualifier in Rome Photograph: Empics 


struggling with Gianfranco Zola 
out of form and out of position, 
lost their discipline. 

The Dutch referee, Mario 
van der Ende, was said to be a 
lover of pasta (an allegation his 
figure substantiated) but he was 
as impartial as Solomon. First 
he booked Alessandro del Piero 
for diving over an Adams chal- 
lenge, then, after Angelo di 
Livio besmirched his Christian 
name with a devilish tackle on 
Sol CampbelL he waved the red. 


England seemed bound for 
France and should have been 
celebrating a famous victory 
when Ian Wright rounded Ibe 
goalkeeper, only to hit a post. 
England momentarily let their 
concentration slip and, seconds 
later, a dangerous cross was 
drifting towards Christian Vieri. 
The £12m centre-forward rose 
to meet iL.. and headed wide. 
On the bench Hoddle breathed 
again before exploding in a jig 
of joy with his staff as, barely a 


minute later, the final whistle 
sounded. 

Sadly not all those able to tell 
their grandchildren, in years to 
come. “1 was there” wished they 
were at the lime. Once again 
England fans reaped the harvest 
of their reputation. An Italian 
police force already vengeful and 
fearful had been further stirred 
up by two days of often intimi- 
dating and lewd public drunke- 
ness. Their altiLude was 
compounded by poor crowd 


managt :ment and the presence 
of sew i al thousand English sup- 
porters some with malevolent in- 
tent. who had bought tickets 
throue l unofficial channels. 

Thu chaos tans experienced 
below the seating inside the sta- 
dium. largely caused by Italian 
police), was matched by the 
hostility they encountered in 
them.l A first half pock-marked 
by hahd-i'v-hand fighting be- 
tween) fairs and police, and dec- 
orated hv a sleudv stream of 


missiles thrown between the wo 
sets of tans, was shown around 
the world. 

If. by the end, England's bid 
to w in the World Cup of 19SS 
seemed on course, their at- 
tempt to stage the 2006 tour- 
nament did not. That the Italian 
FA should later be handed the 
bulk of the blame was little con- 
solation. It was an unforgettable 
night tor English football but 
one which English football 
might prefer others to forget. 


Hingis has confidence of youth 
to negate Novotna’s challenge 


The scene was set a for a fasci- 
nating confrontation of youth 
and experience, laced with bril- 
liant net play and breathtaking 
passing shots. Martina Hingis, 
only 16 and barely tested dur- 
ing the course of the Wimble- 
don championships, would have 
to be al her precocious best if 
she was to deny Jana Novotna 
the greatest prize in tennis. 

Up in the players’ guest box. 
two faces were studied more 
closely than the rest. Melanie 
Molitorand Hana Mandlikova. 
both from the Czech Republic, 
did their best to appear relaxed 
while suppressing nerves. 

Molitor. Hingis’s mother and 
coach, had named her daughter 
Martina after the great 
Navratilova, scarcely daring to 
dream that the day would arrive 
when her Slovakian-born child 
would triumph on the stage 
Navratilova had made her own. 

Mandlikova was all too fa- 
miliar with the Centre Court. 
She had lost there in two singles 
finals, against Chris Evert in 
19S1 and Navratilova in 1986. 


TENNIS 

BY IOHN ROBERTS 


Mandlikova had also, as Novot- 
na's coach, suffered agonies in 
the guest box in 1993 when her 
compatriot lost to Steffi Graf in 
the final after serving with a 4-1 
lead in the deciding set. 

Novotna. 28, was the sym- 
pathetic favourite of many of 
the spectators, her tearful 
episode against Graf now part 
of Wimbledon lore and her at- 
tacking style worthy of gold leaf 
acknowledgement on the roll of 
honour. Grafs absence after in- 
juring a knee during the French 
Open contributed to the pop- 
ular support for Novotna, a 
member of the established or- 
der attempting to fend off the 
head girl of a rising generation. 

For all that, and the convic- 
tion that Hingis’s time would 
come soon enough, the histor- 
ical context of the Swiss prodi- 
gy's progress was irresistible. A 
year earlier, aged 15 vears and 


282 days, Hingis bad become the 
youngest winner of a principal 
event at Wimbledon, partnering 
the Czech Helena Sokova to the 
women's doubles title. 

Lottie Dad. the youngest 
singles champion, was aged 15 
years and 285 days when she 
won the title in 1887. The 
Cheshire cotton-broker s daugh- 
ter was only required to win 
three matches, including the 
challenge round. 

Hingis, the holder of the 
Australian Open title and the 
youngest world No 1, did not en- 
counter a seeded opponent in 
the top half of the draw. One 
of the potential dangers, Iva 
Majoli, the No 4 seed, at that 
point the only player to have 
beaten Hingis since the start of 
the year (in the final of the 
French Open), was eliminated 
before their projected meeting 
in the semi-finals. 

Early in the contest Novot- 
na. the No 5 seed, threatened 
to dispatch Hingis with the su- 
periority of her grass-court play, 
serving confidently, making 



tht 


Life’s a doddle: Martina Hingis, 
Independent, a replica of the apparel 
than Hingis to win the Wimbledon 


Swiss tennis prodigy, models, exclusively for the 
jworn in 1887 by Lottie Dod, the only player younger 
women's singles tide Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


deep, low approach shots and the 
volleying with a finesse her op- throu 
ponent had rarely seen before. Hd 
One of the qualities which she 
has separated Hingis from the pone 
majority of competitors, since with ; 
she burst on the international strnkj 
scene as a 12-year-old winner of main 
the French Open junior title, is though 




ability to think her way 
igh tactical problems, 
ving steadied her serve. 
r -gan to counter her op- 
ts movements to the net 
variety of precise gn nmd- 
s. Novotna's strategy rc- 
id unchanged, even 
h she was being picked off 



Tiger roars into history to win first Masters with bamstorjning demolition of Augusta 


Heir apparent: Nick Faldo, 
the holder, (right) congratu- 
lates Tiger Woods after his 
first round at the Masters, 
when the young American^ 
inward 30 laid the founda- 
tions for a first Green 
Jacket at 21 years of age 


It took something spectacular 
to push Tiger Woods out of the 
headlines after the first round 
of the hist US Masters. "Hus- 
ton. the eagle has landed” was 
the verdict on a day when little 
appeared to he going to plan. 

Fearing record low scoring 
(they were not wrong), the 
Green Jackets who run the 
tournament made sure Augus- 
ta National was playing hard and 
fast. A strong breeze made con- 
ditions even trickier. Like the old 
days, said the old-rime pros. 

The modern-day pros did 
what modern-day pros do best. 
Most of them moaned about not 
being able to break 80, but a few 
got on with it and still managed 
something extraordinary. One. 
called John Huston, holed his 
second shot at the last for on ea- 
gle two and took the lead with 
a 67. Woods scored an innocent- 


looking 70, two under par. but 
this was the day the 21 -year-old 
proved he was the real thing, not 
a marketing mirage. 

The publicity surrounding 
Woods’ first major champi- 
onship as a professional was 
overwhelming, except for this 
brilliant young man. The impact 
he had made since turning pro 
six months before extended far 
outside the golfing world. While 
Jack Niddaus was lauding the 
youngster as his natural suc- 
cessor. Time magazine had al- 
ready proclaimed Woods as one 
of the 25 most influential peo- 
ple in America. After a year in 
the game, a report suggested he 
had brought S650m (£410m) of 
“new’ money” into golt 

As an awed Nicklaus ad- 
mitted: "Not only does he live 
up to his publicity, he outper- 
forms il" But not for the first 



nine boles. Al the (urn in the 
first round. Woods was four over 
par. Going nowhere; heading 
for a missed cut. Just like his 
playing partner, none other 
than the defending champion, 
Nick Faldo, who three-putted 
five times in a from nine of 41. 

Even in such a reflective 
sport as golf - perhaps more so 
since there is too much time for 
an instinctive reaction - to turn 
a bad situation lo good in mid- 
round is the stuff or only the 
finest of champions. Faldo man- 
aged it to an extent, coming 
home in 34, but he musL have 
been left with feelings of inad-. 
equacy beside Woods’ inward 30. 

The hack-nine record at Au- 


gusta Is 29 and it was one of the 
few records not m fall to Woods 
in thejlast o3 holes of the lour- 
name it. Aligning his power 

with a -magical touch around the 
green: , Woods did exactly what 
peopli : feared to a course that 
is vulnerable to that combina- 
tion. | 

Hcjimmediately birdied the 
10th hole by sinking a 15-foot 
putL Kt the short 1 2th. he 
chipptjd in for another and 
mereljj two-puned for a birdie- 
four atjthe 13th, He reduced the 
par- five I5lh to a drive, a wedge 
and a four-fool eagle putt and 
holed rom 12 feet for a birdie 
at the Jl7th. 

It v as the two-iron shut off 
the lUlh tec that changed the 
course of destiny.- 1 needed the 
right ejub lo feel ihe correct po- 
sition of my golf swing.” Woods 
said. “I found it with that shot 


Komen comes good 

after a rain omen 


and was feeling the effect* of an 
abdominal strain. 

Yet Novotna survived five 
break poinLs in the opening 
game * >f the final set and li ink a 
2-0 lead, only for Hingis to 
transform the threadharc lawn 
into a canvas for her boldest 
strokes, prevailing. 2-6. tv3. o-3. 


Sometimes sporting records ap- 
pear to be as much a product 
of those who witness as those 
who perform - they seem almost 
billed into being. 

On the evening of i- 
gust, 40.000 spectators in the 
King Baudouin Stadium re- 
shaped and renamed from its 
days as the Heysd - generated 
an atmosphere of such expec- 
tation that if almost ga ve a 
physical charge. 

Nine days earlier the ath- 
letics followers who had packed 
into Zurich's Leizigrund stadi- 
um had been rewarded with 
three world records on the 
track. Now the good people of 
Brussels wanted their share. 

The first serious exercise 
for their lungs came in the 
3.000 metres, where Hafle Ge- 
breselassie. Ethiopia’s world 
record holder al 5,000 and 
10.000m. was seeking to lower 
the mark set the previous year 
pv a young Keoyan runner, 
Daniel Komen. 

Gebrselassie failed- An hour 
later. Komen stepped onto the 
track with the intention of wrest- 
ing one of Gebrselassie's records 
away - the 5.000m record. 

For all the obvious talem of 
this gangling 21-vear-old. the 
objective appeared hugely chal- 
lenging. 

Komen had fallen away be- 
hind Gebreselassie in Zurich as 
the latter had produced a fin- 
ishing burst which took him 
through the tine in 12min 
41.86sec. 

Gebreselassie had taken 
nearly four seconds off ihe 
mark he had set himself on the 
same track two years earlier. 

But when Komen took to the 
track that night in Brussels, he 
knew two important things. 
Firstly, his defeat by Gebrse- 
lassie had come just three days 
after he had won the world 
5.000m title in Athens, and his 
long legs had been tired. Sec- 
ondly. just three days after his 


ATHLETICS 

by mike . 
rowbottom 


Zurich run he had recovered 
sufficiently io record 3mui 
29.46 sec for 1500m - faster, 
than Seb Coe. Sieve Overt or 

Steve Cram ever managed. 

And something else nad 
happened. Ten minutes before 
the race, it had rained. Komen 
took it as a si an from above. 

He was taken through to 
3,000 metres by the pacemak- 
ers. Then he lengthened bis top- 
ing stride, and suddenly the 
mortals behind him were slid- 
ing backwards. 

The crowd began to clap 



Daniel Komen: Salutes his 
5,000m world record 

rhythmically. The commentator 
began to shriek - “Daniel, you 
need 2.02. you need 102 for the 
last 800. Come on!’* 

As Komen worked his way 
down the last 100 metres, his 
face a grin of effort, the clock 
seemed to slow m anticipation 
of his arrival. It stopped at 
12min 39.74sec. 

“I just knew I was going to 
break that world record to- 
day,” Komen said. “It was in the 
air all night." 

It was one of the great per- 
formances: fittingly, it received 
one of the great receptions. 


The monster that ate Paris whets 
owner’s appetite for bigger things 


and tried to cany that feeling 
with me all week.” 

A 6ft followed in round two 
as Woods look the lead and he 
extended it to nine strokes with 
a 65 on the Saturday. The Au- 
gusta gallery - been there, done 
that, seen them all - streamed 
out of the gates, stunned into 
silence. Colin Montgomerie, 
having been beaten by nine 
strokes hv Woods that day, said 
simply: "There is no way hu- 
manly possible that he is going 
to lose this tournament,” 

A 69 on the final day and 
Woods had become the 
youngest winner of the Masters 
al 21 years, three months and 
15 days, with the lowest score 
of 270, 18 under par. and bv a 
record margin of 12 strokes. 
I ve always dreamt of winning 
the Masters." Woods said, “but 
never in the fashion 1 did." 


If the old suggestion that out- 
standing horses are themselves 
enough to keep racing afi- 
cionados warm between the 
seasons is true then this will not 
be the winter to be a duvet sales- 
man in either Chantilly, New- 
market or Lambouro. 

When Peintre Celebre won 
the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe 
in Paris one sraoggy October af- 
ternoon. he entranced more 
than those who had scribbled 
him down for betting purposes. 
Racing historians also started 
jotting his name alongside those 
such as Sea-Bird II, Mill Reef 
and Dancing Brave as animals 
who had proved their greatness 
in Paris. And the beauty is that 
this pageant will continue. 

Daniel Wildenstein, at 80. 
may have become bored with 
the piles of Cezannes, Renoirs 
and Vhn Goghs he has accu- 
mulated down the years, bul the 
masterpiece with a pulse has re- 
vitalised him. It would have 
been easy for the an dealer and 
bloodstock owner to then retire 
Peintre Celebre to stud, but 
Wildenstein has deemed the 
curtain should be pulled on the 
culmination of his years of 
breeding for another season. 

Peintre Celehre is hy the out- 
standing sire Nureyev, who was 
disqualified after passing the 
post first in the 19811 2,000 
Guineas- His mother is the Aly- 
dar mare Peinture Blcue. thus 
ensuring there is much stamina 
on the distaff side as there is 
speed offered by the sire. The 
outcome of this genetic equation 
is usually a hi 'n* which performs 

ponderously over eight furlongs 


RACING 

BY RICHARD 
EDMONDSON 


but Peintre Celebre is unique: 
a thoroughbred with a sprinter’s 
kick who can hold on to his most 
potent weapon at the end of a 
middle-distance race - a fusion 
of Seb Coe and Unford Christie. 

These chromosomes al- 
lowed the colt to both dominate 
his contemporaries in the Prix 
du Jockey-Club ( French Derby) 
and then the older hoises in the 
Arc. After that they called him 
a monster, which may be true 
in one sense but is hardly rele- 
vant physically as the little 
horse, if his name can be used 
as a guide, is more reminiscent 
of another excellent practi- 
tioner who painted scenes at 
nearby Montmartre. 

As Peintre Celebre scythed 
five lengths clear to heat the 
course record by I.7sec he made 
the rest look ordinary, which we 
knew at the time, and were sub- 
sequently reminded, could sim- 
ply not be true. Pilsudski, the 
runner-up, went on lo win the 
Qiampion Stakes at Newmarket 
and the Japan Cup, while the 
third. Borgia, came within a 
length of collecting the Breed- 
ers' Cup Turf, 

PeinlTc Celebre himself 
went for a relatively early lie- 
down in preparation for 1998. 
in which even greater things are 
expected of him. We wilfsoon 
know. In about two months' 
time, on the Chantilly gallops, 
the monster will he reawakened. 
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SHOOK THE WORLD IN 1997 



Stop the Bole John Bentley halts Pieter Rossouw Photograph: David Rodgers/ Allsport 



Damage done Close-up of Holyfield’s bitten ear 


RUGBY UNION 

BY CHRIS HEWETT 

Johnson's Lions 
in ascendancy 
‘on their arses’ 

Rugby bas entered its age of 
F.n l i g h tenment, an era in which 
clipboard-wielding coaches are 
paid spectacular amounts of 
money to develop fitter, faster 
players and foolproof tactical 
blueprints under scientific con- 
ditions. Statistics are the mea- 
sure of ail things; bleep tests, 
tackle counts, aerobic fitness lev- 
els and kicking charts have re- 
placed the chicken vindaloo, the 
sly left hook and half a dozen 
verses of “Get '’Em Down, You 
Zulu Warrior'’ as the currency 
of the professional game. 

Happily for those of us who 
flatly refuse to apply the Cri- 
tique of Pure Reason to SO min- 
utes worth of rough and tumble 
on a Saturday afternoon, the 
union code remains reassuringly 
adept at consigning the best-laid 
plans to the garbage can and 
knocking the cleverest, of Clever 
Dick theories into the middle of 
next week. On 28 June, in the 
forbidding surroundings of an 
e rnodo n-charge d King's Park in 
Durban, Martin Johnson and 
his Lions flew in the face of pre- 
sumption, hypothesis and plain 
common sense to beat the 
Springboks 18-15 and thus be- 
come only the second British 
Isles party this century to win a 
series on South African soil. 

Ian McGeechan, the Lions' 
coach, called it “15-man rugby 
without the ball"; Rob Andrew, 
the fanner England outside-half 
who had tasted both success and 
failure as a Lion, politely pro- 
nounced that the tourists had 
won the game “on their arses"; 
and John Bentley, who played 
on the right wing that day, ad- 
mitted as recently as last month: 
“Tve gone through the tape 
many times and every time I 
watch it, 1 think the Boks are 
bound to score." When Jeremy 


Guscott, purveyor of the famous 
match-winning drop goal deep 
into the final five minutes, let 
rip in the dressing-room during 
the interval and demanded that 
the Lions “play some rugby for 
once", his colleagues stared 
blankly at him ns though to say: 
“Jerry, we’ll consider it if and 
when we get to touch the balL" 
Quite simply, the Lions pro- 
duced one of the great rear- 
guard actions in rugby histoiy. 
Having tackled their way to glo- 
ry in the Cape Town Test seven 
days previously, they suspected 
the Boks would come looking 
for them with fists clenched, 
eyes glazed and teeth bared. 
When the tourists reached 
King's Park, they knew they 
were on the menu; the pas- 
sionate rugby folk of Natal had 
transformed the stadium into a 
huge concrete snarl and when 


several hundred dancing Zulu 
warriors burst on to the 
greensward, it seemed less like 
pre-match entertainment than 
the shape of things to come. 

Sure enough, the Spring- 
boks ran in tries through Joosl 
van der Wesihuizen. Percy 
Montgomery and Andre Jou- 
bert (the first an almost in- 
evitable result of a prolonged 
siege of the Lions' line, the sec- 
ond and third the consequences 
of rare defensive errors by Alan 
Tbit and Bentley respectively). 
Yet neither Montgomery nor an 
out-of-sorts Henry Honiball 
could maximise the advantage 
by kicking a single goal and that 
glaring frailty allowed Neil 
Jenkins, the human radar, to 
keep the tourists in touch with 
five penalties, thus paving the 
way for Guscott’s coup de grace. 

Many rugby revisionists. 


startled by the pace and 
panache of Lhe All Black and 
Springbok squads who toured 
here during the autumn, now 
consider the Lions to have 
been false prophets, a coura- 
geous but distinctly fortunate 
side who stuck rigidly to a 
pragmatic but profoundly lim- 
ited game plan and capitalised 
mercilessly on self-inflicted 
Springbok wounds. Such a view 
misses the whole point, of 
course. When you play sport at 
the top level - and levels do not 
come any more elevated than 
a Dons Test series - you climb 
the mountain by whatever 
route happens to be available. 
When Edmund Hillary and 
Sherpa Tensing conquered 
Everest, they did it with the aid 
of oxygen. Did that make their 
achievement any the less wor- 
thy of celebration? 


BOXING . 

BY KEN JONES 

Tyson bites the 
hand that feeds 
as legend fades 

A few hours before Evander 
Holyfield and Mike Tyson met in 
Las Vegas Iasi June for the 
World Boxing Association heavy- 
weffit championship 1 fell in with 
a man who thought it likely that 
Tyson would be disqualified. 

This did not strike me as the 
way to bet but sensation was 
soon upon us. No longer fighi- 
iag in accordance with pre- 
cepts that were central to his 
violent advancement, unable 
to handle a contest so rough that 
both men received stern warn- 
ings in the first two rounds, 
Tyson tost all control and was 
disqualified on his stool at the 
end of the third for biting Holy- 
field's ears. 

The extent of Tyson’s folly 
was not immediately apparenL 
“What the hell is going on in 
there?” one veteran ringsider 
exclaimed when Holyfield 
broke from a clinch to stomp 
angrily around the ring. “Jesus, 
he's bitten a slice out of Holy- 
field's ear," another said. 

On our feet, straining for a 
better view of quite extraordi- 
nary proceedings we were fur- 
ther shocked when TVson 
charged across the ring to push 
Holyfield in the back. Aston- 
ishingly, Mills Lane, the tough 
little circuit judge from Reno 
who took over as referee when 
Mitch Halpera withdrew fol- 
lowing a protest from the Tyson 
camp, allowed the fight to con- 
tinue after indicating that he 
had deducted two points from 
lhe crazed challenger. 

Before Holyfield could at- 
tempt the knock-out he now felt 
confident of delivering, Tyson bit 
him again. At the bell Lane first 
examined Holyfield then crossed 
the ring to inform Tyson that it 
was over. In the pandemonium 
that followed security guards and 


police wrestled with Tyson and 
his entourage and then plunged 
into the audience to make 
arrests. Shortly afterwards the 
MGM Casino was closed off 
after the firing of a shot. 

Nothing in boxing’s turbu- 
lent histoiy had matched the dis- 
belief caused by Tyson’s pretty 
obvious emotional collapse. It 
was not just the aura of invin- 
cibility that had slipped from 
him but the notion of a street 
fighter's grim purpose. 

With his warrior instinct, 
superior boxing skills and vast 
experience, Holyfield, as when 
stopping Tyson seven months 
earlier, was equipped to exploit 
the former undisputed cham- 
pion’s fallibility under fire, the 
confusion caused in him by vi- 
olent transgressions that had led 
to imprisonment for the rape of 
a beauty queen. 


If himself running the risk of 
retribution for rough house 
tactics, especially such danger- 
ous use of the head that the 
challenger was stunned by a butt 
and cut over his right eye ear- 
ly in the second round Holyfield 
put paid to Tyson's reputation 
as one of the greatest heavy- 
weights in history. 

An indefinite suspension by 
the Nevada State Athletic Com- 
mission is unlikely to end 
Tyson’s career - a third match 
with Holyfield would unques- 
tionably be the richest of all time 
-but the perception of him bas 
altered. 

A vivid memory is the rage 
in Tyson's eyes when fulfilling 
an obligation to Showtime, the 
American cable television net- 
work that put out the contest 
Pointing to a gash in his right 
eyelid. Tyson snarled: “How 


Photograph: Jed Jacobsohn/ Allsport 


much was I expected to put up 
with? He was butting me all the 
time. He butted me in the first 
fight I was left with only one 
eye. My career was on the line. 
IVe got kids to bring up. Who 
cares about me and my chil- 
dren? The referee wouldn't lis- 
ten. I had to retaliate." 

This from the ghetto fugitive 
who was programmed to spread 
terror throughout the heavy- 
weight division. 

For once conspicuous by his 
silence, Don King confined 
himself to a brief appearance on 
television. “Mike was ready to 
fight I don’t why they sloped 
it," he said lamely. The truth was 
that Tyson had been found out. 
No heavyweight bas hit with 
more power or caused more 
consternation in the division, 
but he was only at his best when 
the going was good. 


England bask briefly in the glory 
of Edgbaston’s false promise 


By the end of the summer, with 
the familiar sound of crowing 
Aussies assaulting our eardrums, 
it was hard to remember much 
about it but there was one mo- 
ment in 1997 when everything in 
the garden of English cricket 
seemed perfect 

England, thrashed in four 
consecutive Ashes series, 
marched into the first Tfest in 
Birmingham on 5 June and 
won. Not only that they won 
brflliantiy. By nine wickets; and 
with a frill day to spare. 

How we relished the mo- 
ment “Ashes coining home" a 
euphoric Edgbaston crowd sang. 
In the light of what happened 
subsequently, with normal ser- 
vice resumed and a fifth st raight 
series loss added to the record, 
it is almost embarrassing to re- 
call that even those who purport 
to take a sober view of the game 
were tempted to believe it 

Then again, who would not? 
After 19 overs of an extraordi- 
nary first morning, Australia 
were 54 for S! True, the tourists 
were underprepared, badly out 
of form and England, heartened 
by victory in the Texaco TTophy 
games, sensed they just might 
strike an early blow. But oven 
so, this was pinch-yourself sniff. 

Yet it did not end there. Fol- 
lowing the startlin g brilliance of 
Darren Gough and Andrew 
Caddidc, sharing eight scalps as 
Australia - 118 all out - suc- 


CR1CKET 
BY JON CULLEY 


cumbed to a swinging ball, 
came the majesty of Nasser 
Hussain and Graham Thorpe. 

Coming together as England 
faced their own crisis at 50 for 
3, these young batsmen played 
so well that comparisons with 
the greats were not for once, 
misplaced. Outstanding after 
tea on the opening day, they 
were as good if not better on the 
second when the first session 
yielded 135 runs. Hussain, 
whose driving was an absolute 
joy, became only the seventh 
Englishman to make 200 
against Australia. The partner- 
ship, a record for England's 
fourth wicket in Ashes Tests, re- 
alised 288 at a run a minute. 

Even then, England's victo- 
ry was not assured and a third 
great effort needed Australia, 
for all their troubles, did not roll 
over. Mark Taylor, their belea- 
guered captain, revealed lhe im- 
mense depth of his character 
with a century that noi only 
saved his job but for a while, 
looked as though it mighL even 
save the match. 

No Australian wicket fell 
between 11.45 on the Saturday 
and lunch the following day. By 
3pm on the fourth afternoon, 
when a huge but happily brief 


thunderstorm broke, Australia 
were 43 ahead and with five 
wickets still in hand. 

In the past England raight 
have lost their chance but 
Gough, Robert Croft and com- 
pany had discovered lhe pa- 
tience and discipline many 
thought beyond them. And 
then Mark Ealham suddenly 
caught the mood taking the lasr 
three Aussie wickets for no 
runs in 10 deliveries. 

England were left needing 
1 18 runs to win and more than 
a day in which to get tbem, an 
order which, with care, even 
they could achieve comfort- 
ably. But having sunk the knife 
into Australian flesh, Michael 
Atherton was bent now on 
twisting it With the extra hour 
at England's disposal, the cap- 
tain determined that the job 
would be finished not before a 
half-empty ground on Monday 
morning but there and then. 

Appropriately with his most 
trusted aide. Alec Stewart, at his 
side, it was Atherton who de- 
livered the coup dc grace, the 
two matching one another in a 
passage of bravura baiting that 
ensured not only defeat but hu- 
miliation. in 87 minutes, for 
their opponents. Shortly be- 
fore 7pm. Edgbaston was en- 
gulfed in an explosion of joy and 
dreams of a glorious, vintage 
summer began. Such a pity we 
had to wake up... 



Birmingham brio: Michael Atherton rushes to congratulate Darren Gough as wickets 
tumble on the first morning of the first Test at Edgbaston Photograph: David Ashdown 



Get a grip: Bradford's Paul 
Medley is held bade by the 
Auckland defence in a 


revealing dub competition 


Pride of Europe humbled by the worst team from antipodean elite 


In time, the World Club Cham- 
pionship might be seen as an 
awakening for the British game 
on a par with the Kangaroo lour 
of 1982. While thai visit exposed 
how far behind Britain had fall- 
en at national level, the WCC 
cast the same unflattering spot- 
light on standards at club level 
The game that argued ibis 
most forcefully was not one of 
the monumental thrashings lhaL 
British teams suffered at the 
hands of antipodean opposition, 
but the Bradford Bulls' four- 
point defeat by Auckland at 
Odsal on the second weekend 
of the competition. 


To pul it bru tally, we knew 
that the Halifaxes and Old- 
hams were heading for some 
dreadful beatings, but the Bulls 
were a very different proposi- 
tion: they had already estab- 
lished themselves as the 
dominant learn in European 
Super League and they were, af- 
ter all. facing the hotiom side 
in the equivalent competition 
down under. 

Auckland had sacked their 
coach. John Monie, and had 
proved incapable of winning 
games when the pressure was 
on. The sheer power of a Brad- 
ford team urged on by a big 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

BY DAVE HADFIELD 

home crowd would be surely too 
much for them - and a positive 
resuh could even prove a turn- 
ing point for Britain in the 
WCC us a whole. 

When Auckland hud Syd 
Era sent off for a high tackle to- 
wards the end of lhe first half. 
Bradford's task looked highly 
manageable, despite an 8-2 
deficit at the interval. 

However, with too many 
players below their best, they 


struggled lo gel back on terms 
and then lost the match 20-16 
to a late try from Paul Stated:. 

Bradford finished up losing 
all six of their group games - the 
three away matches by big mar- 
gins - damning evidence that 
while they might be miles ahead 
of the opposition in Britain, they 
simply did not rate in world 
terms. 

The quirky nature of the 
tournament meant that they still 
qualified fur the quarter-finals, 
where they were beaten for a 
third lime by Auckland, 62-14. 

No British team reached 
the semi-finals, which prompt- 


ed plenty of much-needed soul- 
searching about the shortcom- 
ings of the game here. 

Bradford drew their own 
lessons from the humiliation. 
Last season's squad would have 
been strong enough to make 
them favourites for the Super 
League title in 1998. but they 
moved to address the weak- 
nesses exposed by the WCC. 
signing a vastly experienced 
on-field general in Shaun Ed- 
wards and a middle-back of gen- 
uine pace in Tevila Vaikcna. 

Their British rivals might live 
to regret the wake-up call that 
Auckland gave Ibem. 


Schumacher imperious 
at his spiritual home 


It is the circuit they all revere, 
even fear; an arena to fire the 
senses of drivers and spectators 
alike. Spa-Francorchamps, 
home of the Belgium Grand 
Prix is Formula One ’s supreme 
challenge and on 24 August it 
was confirmed as Michael Schu- 
macher's dominion. 

Schumacher’s ultimate, 
shabby demise in the champi- 
onship may have provided the 
abiding memory of the season, 
but his imperious skills pre- 
sented the enduring image of 
the sport at its most glorious. 

The German gave a majes- 
tic exhibition of his unrivalled 
car control to master the rain 
and the opposition at Monaco. 
At Spa, however, he conjured 
a still more remarkable per- 
formance. This bad all the ele- 
ments of intelligent strategy, 
awesome racing, and the show- 
man’s style. Close to perfection. 

Here the backdrop is the for- 
est of the Ardennes rather than 
the concrete and harbour of the 
Principality. Here the cars climb 
and plunge at mesmerising 
speed instead of tip-toeing be- 
tween hotels and apartments. 

Schumacher had a Ferrari 
that rarely looked a match for 
the Willi ams-Renaull and often 
appeared inferior to their cars, 
but given a Iitrlc assistance 
from the elements he had the 
capability to tilt the balance. 

He bad also an affinity with 
Spa which stretched back to his 
debut in 1991. He was seventh 
on the grid that day and few 
doubted Formula One’s next su- 
perstar had arrived. He regis- 
tered his maiden victory at the 
track 12 months later, was sec- 
ond in 1993, first across the line 
only to be disqualified in 1994 
and winner in the two subse- 
quent seasons. 

This year the heavens 
embraced his desires again. 
Tbrrential rain brought a spec- 
tacular change to the set just be- 
fore the start but while others 
routinely fitted wet tyres and 
drove out of the pits. Schu- 
macher hung back. He had a 
hunch the downpour might be 
brief. Not for the first time, his 


MOTOR RACING 


BY DERICK AlLSOP 


instincts were correct and 
decisive. 

He eventually took his place 
on the grid equipped with 
intermediate tyres and a car pre- 
pared for wet/dry conditions. 
Even as he sal there, waiting for 
the start he was confident be had 
the race at his mercy. 

Released into the contest 



Michael Schumacher enjoys 
his win at the Belgian GP 


proper after -three laps behind 
the safety car. ahead of Schu- 
macher were Jacques Vil- 
leneuve's Williams and Jean 
Alesi’s Benetton-Renauh. 

Schumacher made his crucial 
moves on the fifth lap. First, be 
squeezed inside Alesi, then 
forced Villeneuve, another gift- 
ed, courageous driver, into 
meek surrender. By the end of 
the lap the 2S-year-oId former 
champion led the Belgium 
Grand Prix by six seconds. 
After another four laps he was 
34 seconds clear. 

In the stands and along the 
muddy banks, they acclaimed 
Schumacher's prominence: and 
one of the great drives of our 
time. At the time it seemed he 
would go on to win a third 
title, that his resourcefulness 
would deny Williams’ technical 
advantage. In the event he 
failed, proving, as he suggested, 
that he was not Superman 
after all. 

That late summer afternoon 
in Belgium, you would have 
sworn he was. 
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RU GBY UN ION 


Exiles are 
excused from 
trial as Scots 
cast wide net 


Battered by the 

Wallabies and blitzed by 
the Springboks, the 
Scottish selectors have 
decided to return to first 
principles by holding a 
good, old-fashioned trial 
match to help them 
gauge form and fitness. 

But, as Chris Hewett 
reveals, there are 
complications. Not 
everyone will be there. 


Scotland's bemused and be- 
fuddled coaching hierarchy yes- 
terday climbed into their time 
machine, pressed the “past" 
button and reappeared in faint- 
ly familiar territory long aban- 
doned by European rugby folk: 
the land of the national trial Tri- 
al? Most Scots already believe 
their Test team to be guilty on 
all counts following a couple of 
criminal displays against Aus- 
tralia and South Africa, but 
there is at least one mitigating 
circumstance - the avoidance of 
an unholy row with England's 
leading clubs. 

The midweek match will 
take place at Whtsonians' Myre- 
side ground in Edinburgh on 7 
January and will be restricted to 
home-based players. Given that 
a large contingent of top-rank- 
ing exiles - Alan Tail, Gregor 
Townsend, Andy Nicol Dave 
Hilton and Doddie Weir among 
them - will be busily preparing 
for important Allied Dunbar 
Premiership matches on 10 and 
1 1 January, any attempt to in- 
volve them on trial business 
would inevitably have led to 
some angry posturing and a flur- 
ry of cross-border insults. 

Richie Dixon, the national 
coach, emphasised that the 
trial was aimed at “aspiring" 
players who needed a “high-in- 
tensity stage" on which to im- 
press, adding intriguingly: “We 
want to make it dear that every 
position is there to be compet- 
ed for." 

While it is inconceivable 
that the Scots will omit the best 
of their English-based talent for 
the international against Italy at 
the end of next month, Dixon's 
comments were dearly aimed at 
destroying the comfort zone 


inhabited by his Premiership 
players. If the trial is a success, 
it will not be long before the 
Scots make it a “no show, no 
play" event 

The Welsh selectors, mean- 
while. are relishing the oppor- 
tunity to contrast and compare 
their two outstanding candi- 
dates for the mythically-charged 
No 10 shirt in this season's 
Five Nations. Swansea, the 
league leaders, take on Pon- 
typridd, Lhe champions, at St 
Helen’s today and if ever a bat- 
tle within a battle was likely to 
decide the outcome, it is the one 
between Arwel Thomas and 
Neil Jenkins. 

Thomas, certainly the most 
naturally gifted stand-off to 
emerge in Wales since Jonathan 
Davies, lost his Test place to the 
more soberly orthodox Jenkins 
for last month’s match with 
New Zealand at Wembley, but 
according to Garin Jenkins, 
the Swansea captain, be is close 
to his impish best “He is com- 
ing right back to top form and 
when he plays at that level he 
is an out-and-out match-win- 
ner," said the former interna- 
tional hooker. If history has 
anything to do with it. Thomas 
will come up smelling of roses. 
Pontypridd have not won at 
Swansea since 1973. 

In England, Newcastle's vis- 
it to bottom club Bristol and 
Richmond's foray into the wild 
acres of Gloucester are the 
highlights of the Premiership 
programme. Newcastle stick 
with the line-up that lost nar- 
rowly to Agen in last weekend’s 
European Conference semi-fi- 
nal. Tim Stimpson, the Lions 
full-back, remains outside in the 
chilly stuff, while Richmond 
must cope with Gloucester’s 
new signing, the Army wing Bri- 
an Johnson. 

Interestingly, Stimpson is 
not the only Lion feeling frozen 
out today. None of the 36 
tourists who squeezed past the 
Springboks in South Africa last 
summer- 40 if you include the 
replacements - have been in- 
cluded in a World XV selected 
by correspondents of the 
French paper, L'Equipc. What 
is more, there are no French- 
men either. New Zealand con- 
tribute 10 of the side, with the 
rest made up of Springboks. 
How the mighty are fallen. 
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Saints slated 
by Wigan’s 

onslaught 


Peier AspirtaH 

Wigan — 


St Helens 
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Austin Healey dears Leicester^ line during cheir 22-21 win over Saracens at Vicarage Road yesterday 


Photograph: Keith Dobney 


Stransky settles score after early shenanigans 


David Llewellyn 
Saracens ...... 

Leicester — 


21 

22 


It isn’t over until the Tigers stop 
growling - and Leicester cer- 
tainly had the drop on the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
leaders Saracens. A last-minute 
drop goal by Joel Stransky | his 
second attempt in the space of 
60 seconds) provided a thrilling 
finish to what had been a game 
of scraps, on and off the ball, 
and earned the South African 
17 of his side’s points. It was 
Leicester's first away win in the 
league since December 1996. 

If there was too much care- 
less kicking, there were also 
patches of stunning play by 
both rides. The two defences did 
well and Leicester, fielding a full 
set of international forwards 


from the start for the first time, 
did not find it easy against a 
combative Saracens pack. 

The sides thundered into 
each other from the kick-tiff, 
with or without the hull. The ref- 
eree, Ed Morrison, spent as 
much time with the whistle out 
of his mouth lecturing the var- 
ious warring factions as he did 
blowing for infractions. 

But it was. great entertain- 
ment for the 14,291 supporters 
at Vicarage Road - the largest 
crowd to watch a dub game in 
England outside Leicester. 

Saracens' Paul V&llacc and 
Leicester's Graham Rowntree 
were shown a yellow card after 
some skulduggery at a scrum; 
earlier Danny Grewcock and 
Tigers’ captain Martin Johnson 
had been carded for shenanigans 
after a brawl broke out in two 
different places on the pitch. 


While m< isi of the forwards 
seemed intent on getting in- 
volved. the impressive Sarries 
flanker Alex Bennett got 
dangerously close to a try. The 
resulting penally after the brawl 
went Leicester’s way and a 
good position was lost. 

It took both teams more 
than half an hour to turn their 
attention to* mie serious rugby. 
By then Saracens, defending a 
run of 10 matches unbeaten in 
the League, had edged ahead 
courtesy of two penalties and a 
drop goal by Michael Lynagh. to 
two Joel Stransky goak 

The pace then picked up and 
there was some marvellous stuff 
as both sides hammered away 
at each other. Saracens' Ryan 
Constable and Brcndon Daniel 
put in chips for each other as 
they made inroads down the left 
but Wusale Serevi picked up the 


final kick ahead, raced across 
the width of the pitch behind his 
line before kicking clear to lift 
the pressure. 

Another penalty. Stransky’s 
third success in four attempts. 
levelled the scores in the first 
minute of the second half, but 
Saracens could have taken the 
lead. Francois Pienaar was gal- 
loping to the line when he was 
stopped in his tracks by a shud- 
dering Darren Garforth tackle 
and. worse, he lost the ball in 
contact. 

Seven minutes later Stransky 
ran a stunning angle before slip- 
ping the ball to his fellow South 
African Fritz van Heerden and 
the lock bullocked his way over 
tfir a try. Stransky converted. 

initially Saracens flagged 
but they eventually caught the 
Tigers. The ball emerged from 
a ruck and ended up in the 


hands of their Australian cen- 
tre Ryan Constable. He skinned 
the Tigers' defence for a ay con- 
verted by Lynagh. 

Three minutes later came 
Saracens second. Bennett, burst 
dear, found Richard Wallace, 
and the winger found another 
gear as he raced to the line. 

Lynagh failed with the con- 
version and it was a crucial miss 
because Stransky’s fourth 
penalty, and that drop goal, 
settled things. 

Saracens: THb» Constable fl Waiace: Coiv 


Drop goal Stransky. 

Saracens: G Johnson [M Snoet 38-40 and 
7HI, B Daniel R Constable. S Rav ma u uR H 
wanaca: M Lynagh. K &acketv R Giau {A 
Oiw. 64J. G Chuter. P Watace P Johns. D 
Grcwcock. A Banned [B Stvrtam. 80L F Pien- 
aar. T Oprose leapt) 

Leicester A Leeds: A Healey. J Overend. S 
Poner, L Lloyd: J Stransky, WSerevr G Rown- 
tm (P Freshwater. 73). R Codeia, D Gaicrtn, 
M Johnson leapt), F van Hendon. M Cony 
10 Addison 73L N Back. E Me fl- Moody; 
541 

Referee: E Mornson (Brtstofl. 


Xhe word on the terraces at 
Central Part 
suggested that many St Helens 
fans had boycotted this festive 
friendly because their side was 
so weak- The evidence out on 
the paddock rather proved that 
their decision was based on 
common sense as Wigan ran in 
10 tries and conceded none. ^ 
The St Helens team - basi- 
cally an Academy outfit con- 
taining H teenagers - was 
missing 13 regular senior 
players, including Chris Jqynt, 
Bobbie Goulding as well as 

their new £350,000 record sign- 
ing. Paul Sculthorpe. 

Wigan, in stark contrast, 
were parading two new signings, 
the Australians Mark Bell and 
Tony Mestrov. and while they 
also lacked a handful of notable 
pedigree players - Tony Smith 
and Denis Betts to name but 
two - the gulf in class became 
apparent very quickly. 

After Wigan had two tries 
disallowed, Jon Clarke round- 
ing off a splendid SOm surge 
from Jason Robinson. Heniy 
Paul added another try when he 
glided through some fragile 
defence and while the Saints 
scrum-half, Paul Wellens, 
knocked over a penalty Wigan 
were soon back in the danger 
zone, Andy Fanel! slipping his 
marker at the scrum before 
putting Craig Murdock over on 
the stroke of half-time. 

The second half began with 
four tries in the opening 10 
minutes — two for Robinson, 
with Kris Radlinski and Gary 
Connolly the other scorers. 
Danny Ellison and Lee 
Gilmour crossed for a further 
brace as Saints wilted, Ellison 
grabbing another following 
tremendous approach work 
from the prop Neil Cowie. 

Saints’ stand-in captain. 
Anthony Sullivan, tried valiantly 
to motivate his players but the 
game had been out of St Helens’ 
grasp ever since the teams were 
read out. 

The game represented a 
welcome return to Wigan for 
the new coach John Monie,who 
took over six weeks ago, while 
the 20-year-old winger, Rob 
Smyth, was playing his first 
game for 17 months. 

Wigan: RadtosM; RottBon. Comoflyi Bel. 
Bison; Paul, M unlock; Cowrie. Clarke, 
Hansen Haughton. Holgata Fam* Sub- 
stitutes: Mestrov. Talec. Hoi, CarcSss. 
Gimour, Smyth. 

St Helens: Johnson; Stuart Haig. Cross, 
ajivan; Barrow Wtetans; Latum. Anderson, 
ONel ftckavance, Rwefr* Hammond Sub- 
stitutes: NewaL Hamfltcn. Arikwhght Price, 
Newal PintotatL 

Referee: S CummUgs (Widrwsj. 


BASKETBALL 


HOCKEY 


' SAILING 


Reluctant Leopards finish with a flourish 


Midlands seek to regain title Ingvall propels Nicorette into early lead 


Richard Taylor 

Leicester......... 108 

London Leopards 122 


Leicester added basketball for 
the first time to the British tra- 
dition of Boxing Day sport yes- 
terday. But. the English, at 
least, rarely had a look in as the 
London Leopards grudgingly 
travelled to the Granby Halls for 
the Budweiscr League fixture 
and won. 

The Riders’ coach Bob 
Donewald and his Leopards' 
counterpart. Billy Mims, used 
their full quota of five Americans 


each for the Gist nine minules. By 
then Leopards led 36-24 after 
weathering an opening three- 
point storm from Leicester. 

Mims unsuccessfully applied 
to the League to postpone the 
game, provoking a typical re- 
sponse from fellow American 
Donewald. “Boxing Day isn’t 
even a holiday in the Slates. 
Maybe he’s a born-again Eng- 
lishman." he said. 

Riders, on the fringes of the 
play-off quarter-finals, showed 
their strength and frailties as 
three of their first five haskets 
were from long range as they 
opened a 13-5 lead. 

But under (he basket Billy 


Singleton and James Havriila 
were out manoeuvred by Leop- 
ards’ Makebba Perry, Robert 
Youngblood and John White. 

White’s three-pointer gave 
Leopards' their first lead at 
27-24, an advantage they ex- 
tended to 54-34. But the Lon- 
don team hit cruise control too 
early as Boon, Waldron and Sin- 
gleton dragged the Riders back 
to trail 77-72. 

Leopards regrouped and the 
Riders revival was ended by an 
Englishman. Jason Crum's 
three-point play inspiring Peny 
and Eric Burks to close the 
Leopard's performance with a 
display of party-time dunks. 


The Women's Under 21 Terri- 
torial Championship starting 
tomorrow at the Milton Keynes 
National Stadium will be miss- 
ing several of England's young 
stars, including those in the 
Indoor Training Squad pre- 
paring for the defence of 
England's European title. 
Nevertheless, the passion and 
commitment seen at (his annual 
Christmas-time event is likely to 
be as strong as ever. 

The first edict from Aus- 
tralian Chris Spice, the recently 
appointed EHA Director of 
Performance, has placed re- 
strictions on the availability of 
players receiving Lottery money. 


Players will only be available 
with the agreement of their 
National Senior coaches. 

East will struggle to retain 
their title which is likely to pass 
back to the Midlands, the only 
other territory to have won iL 

Midland's squad is liberally 
scattered with players with 
National League experience 
including Sutton's Jackie Bull 
and Natalie Hannah and 
Olton’s Sally Wright and five of 
(heir squad have already played 
in the England Under-2I side. 
The game on Monday morning 
between the two territories 
should settle this year's title. 

- Bill Cotwill 


After a perfect start from Syd- 
ney Haifrour, Sweden's Luddc 
Ingvall in Nicorette took the 
early lead in the 63d-miie Syd- 
ney to Hobart Race yesterday. 

It took Ingvall. who has 
turned the former Whitbread 
contender Charles Jnurdau into 
a downwind specialist, a little 
lime to overhaul the biggest 
boat in the 1 15-strong fleet. 
George Snow's Brindahclla. 
but once under spinnaker and 
outside the heads guarding the 
entrance to (he harbour, he 
stoned to pull away. 

The sunshine and 15-knoi 
north-easterly attracted what 
was sard to he a record speeta- 


as. SNOW REPORT 


Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 


Voice repons 0891 333 IK) + cade 
Fax reports 0891 500 086 + code 


For a Ml list of all ski codes by 
voice or fax dial 0990 100643 


Ski Snapshot 

At a glance to snow conditions at 
over 200 resorts world-wide 
0897 500601 
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Snow Reoorts suortied bv Ski Hotline 


Calls to 0897 numbers cost 50p/min; to 08975 numbers fl/mln at all times. Helpline 0990 133345. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


lor fleet for what is both a tra- 
ditional Boxing Day spectacle 
and the finale to the Southern 
Cross series. 

And the day was not without 
incident. Local boat Weowna 
Winna. skippered by Robert 
Markie of Middle Harbour 
Yacht Gub, was forced to retire 
early, while a second yacht. Max 
Prentice’s She's App'les II, was 
hit hy a spectator hoal The yacht 
relumed to the host Cruising 
Yacht Gub of Australia in Rush” 
cutters' Bay. completed repairs 
and restarted. The bowman, 
Bruce Kerridge, said the people 
on the powertx at “just froze" as 
the collision became inevitable. 


British interest in the race is 
focused on the all-Royal Navy 
crew aboard the 43-foot Quest, 
which will be hoping for mod- 
erate conditions to produce its 
best performance. 

Andy Beadswcrth. who sailed 
for Great Britain in the Atlanta 
Olympics, is the principle helms- 
man on Syd Fischer’s 50-foot 
Ragamuffin. Fischer is com- 
pleting his 29th Sydney to Ho- 
bart. Beadsworth his first, as 
Ragamuffin, lead yacht in the 
second-placed three-boat Aus- 
tralia team, looks for a big re- 
sult to overtake the leading 
trio of boats from China. 

- Stuart Alexander 


American football 


ALOHA BOWL Washington si Mchrgan 
Slate 23 


Basketball 


NBA: Utoh 107 Houston T03; Chcago 90 

Mam ea ^ 


6UDWEJSER LEAGUE Lscester 109 Lon 
don Leopards T22 


Cricket 

An investigation lad by the formar In- 
dian captain Kapil Dev wBlake place 
into me abandonment of me second 
one-day international between Inda 
and Sn Lanka at tndore on Christmas 
Day after the pitch was declared too 
dangerous for play after llree overs. 


Jagmohan Dalmiya, the president of 
ticnalCrirt 


the international Cricket Council, said: 
"The abandonment of the match due 
to unfit condrtion anywhere r the worid 
b depsorabte. ' The thud one day inter- 
national is to t» played at Goa on 
Sunday 

WOMEN'S^ WORLD CUP Semi-final 
(New Delhi); Australia beat India by 19 

AUSTRALIA 

*0 Clark fc* b Bhan . ,31 

J Sroadbenr run oui 33 

M Jcnas Umi b Bhatt 5 

M Gsszki b Bhatt 0 

K Rofton nci oui 23 

3 Cafirer c Harihnstnan ti Rau 11 

O Magn.j si Jam b n 

C Mason st Jam b DavsJ 0 

J Pft'M not quI „ 

Extras nbl w& .. in 

Total (for 7. 32 overs) '-’-'.*"■‘"‘".188 


Fall: 1 -©a 2-80. 3-63, 4-08, 5113, 6-121. 
7-1?r 

Bowling: Margaret 4-0-13-0: Chautffiary 
4-2-7-0; Rau 5-1-T&-1 : David &0-21 4; Bhatl 

7- 0-25-3: Kufcami 60-21 J1 
INDIA 

TA Jam b Magno ... T8 

A Cnopra c Jones b Fitzpatrick 2 

C A hi ibw b Fitzpatrick 48 

■P Rau nr out TO 

S Hanknshnan run out 1 

R Margaret run out .... 1 

S Shaw run oul . n 

P Bhatt b Frtapalrrek 6 

P Chaudhary not out 0 

D Kuftomi p Mason n 

N David noiout ... 0 

Extras Ib-i, to-l w-5) 7 

Total (lor g, 30 evere) 

FM: 1 f 2-34. 3-7TL 4-72. 5-75. <>9a 7-trn 

8- KW. 9-104 

Bowling: Fuzpatnck 7-1-18-3: Calver 
f 1-1M: Mason 7-1- KM: Rotor MV22-0. 
Magno 5-0-22-1. Fahey 2-0-124) 

The Essex an-munder Graham Napier 
produced a superb spefl of irv swing 
bowing 10 take four wickets n 15 baAs 
and lead England Under- 19 to victo- 
ry by 47 runs over South African 
Schools in Port Eteabeth on Cfraf- 
mas Eva. Earier lhe England captain. 
Owais Shah, was his sides top-scorer 
with a classy 67. 

TOUR match (Port Elisabeth, one 
day): England lAnter-S 268 (0 A Shah 67; 
50 overs). South African Schools 22t (M 
van Wyfc 60, J Kent 58: G R Napior 4-43, 
445 overs), England Under- 19 won by 
47 runs. 


Football 

Ynca Bertram has relumed to Arse- 
nal after rejecting a two-and-a-half ya» 
deal with Huddersfleid Town The W 
year-old goalkeeper had played 12 

reaiches in a two-month loan spei, but 

couldnot agree personal terms with 
the First Division dub 


an opportunity to assess the 

o av f 3 ahead of ^ 
S^and and Scotland A matches at 

Scofand play Italv 
j^>aoe^ Northern Transvaal on 23 


Motor racing 

The Mmard Formula One team has 
s ig ned the 19- year-old Argentine Es- 
teban Tuero for next season wt-fe Far- 
!*jL n ™ve chosen Luca Badoer a 
» Grands Prix 
oehrid riim. as their lest driver for the 
iyaa season. 




Rugby League 

SS? MATCHES; Fsaiherstone in 


Rugby 


Saracon, 8 ? ° 0 J £ 

-6 6 Q 0 wo S is 

KKri J ; * *25 
srr j ; 1 2 = 

5* is:: 
fcS-J ! sill” 


:? 3 


„ Union 
The Scotti sh Rugby Ureon wil hold a 
a ‘ Myreside on 7 JamSy 
£reedays after the final round 

MM?Aa , n n sasi 

fhs Scotland director of nnhu 
Jim Teller sail: 



Swansea 6 * S JL Z BpPl * 
Pontypridd. 6 4 ? » 

Coraw « 

Li anew .... 6 2 0 re 22 S* 17 1 14 

Neath b \ \ J. 1 ” 0 7 

iiiSinS! ? 
sff-asssf'-*-- ,3 
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QUOTES OF 

THE WEEK 


• I feel | am coming 
home. Jurgen Klins- 
mann on re-signing for 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

• Itfc nice when you 
reach middle age and 

go in another direc- 
tion. Delia Smith, celebri- 
ty cook and now major 
shareholder at First Divi- 
sion Norwich City. 

•To me. he’s the best afl- 
r ° un( l Pteyer in Britain. 

Alex Fterguson, the man- 
ager of Manchester Unit- 

Roy K6ana recuperatin 9 

• I hope people know 
what we ve been through. 
Karen Smithies, the cap. 
tain of England, on hw 

S^^^sched- 
uie m the women’s World 
Cup in India. 
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Second coming of Fritz could be the answer to all our prayers 


"Hi 
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THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


He's back. Fritz Unstartz is 
back at the Old Cornfield. 
The whole dub has been lift- 
ed by the news which was 
announced on Radio Sludge- 
thorpe’s morning phone-in. A 
constant stream of callers had 
rung up to complain In the 
strongest terms that the chair- 
man was a skinflint who nev- 
er signed anybody and Sir 
Hirem Firem got so wound up 
he phoned in and said he was 
proving everybody wrong by 
bringing Fritz hack. 

Unfortunately this wasn't 
actually true at the time so we 
had to make a quick phone call 
to Toriepanie Split, the Balkan 
side wc sold him lo two years 
ago. and come up with a kit of 
readies to persuade them to do 
business. You might imagine 
that this would be a problem 
but. in between announcing the 
news and dinching the deal our 
shares had rocketed. So Sir 
Hirem sold 10 per cent of his 
holding at an inflated price, let 
slip news of a hitch and bought 
them back at bottom dollar, 
then used the profit to buy him. 

Fritz Look a bit of persuad- 


ing as well after the unfortunate 
circumstances surrounding his 
departure but he has fallen out 
of favour with his national boss 
since leaving these shores and 
was looking to get back in the 
limelight to enhance his World 
Cup chances. 

The chairman did have to 
eat a fair slab of humble pie. 
Jf you remember he went on 
telly to announce he wouldn't 
use Fritz's old shirt to wipe his 
backside after Fritz walked 
out at the end of his legendary 
record-breaking season with 
the club. It soon emerged that 
Sir Hircm’s anger had been 
provoked by discovering that 
Fritz had knocked up his 16- 
ycar-old daughter. This came 
just days after he hud been 
found cavorting with Sir 
Hiram's wife on the boardroom 
table. The chairman might 
have accepted ail of this but. 
when Unstartz shamed him by 
turning up with jeans on at the 
golf club annual dinner he 
had to go. Il cost Sir Hirem - 
who had invited Fritz on to his 
table - his chance of being dub 
captain. 


In the circumstances 1 
thought it was very magnani- 
mous of Sir Hirem to begin the 
press conference by publicly 
using Fritz's old shirt instead 
of Andrex - it was jusl-a shame 
only Channel Four were pre- 
pared to show it. 

At least that is all behind us 
now and already the shop is 
selling out of boih Fritz’s old 
No 12 shirt, and the specially 
printed toilet paper the com- 
mercial department rushed 
ouL The ideal slocking filler for 
our fans, if only the team were 
so alert. 

Fritz's arrival is very time- 
ly as he is brilliant at charades 
and we're playing a lot of that 
right now as we're holed up in 
a hotel for the Christmas pro- 
gramme. 1 know Ruud Gullit 
thinks it is better to let the play- 
ers home at Yule tide but we 
had a vote and they'd rather go 
to a hotel. This is partly due to 
team-bonding hut mainly be- 
cause most of the lads have 
young kids and tired wives at 
home while the hotel we use is 
staffed hy university students 
on Christmas leave. 


I'm not too unhappy with 
that given my own domestic 
circumstances (the latest from 
my solicitor is that he has ne- 
gotiated custody of the elec- 
tric carving knife but only in 
return for giving my soon-to- 
he-ex-wife rights to the mi- 
crowave. Next step is a 
meeting lo discuss a venue for 
talks about the CD collection. 
Sometimes 1 wonder if these 
lawyers have our best interests 
at heart). 

At least I’ve been able to 
save on the Christinas presents 
this year. Last year 1 bought my 
wife a lovely set of dishcloths 
and a new ironing board arid 
she didn't appreciate them at 
ail. 

There has been one prob- 
lem. Broccoli Moore broke 
curfew to go round and sec an 
old flame but the locks had 
been changed. Unfortunately 
he had a few too many and bad 
the bright idea of chopping 
down the town square Christ- 
mas tree and using it as a bat- 
tering ram lo break down her 
door. Mistake No 2 was oat 
knowing she had moved town 


and sold her bouse to Inspec- 
tor Cools instead. 

He is a good friend of the 
club and. like all the season 
ticket boldcrs. thinks Broccoli 
is wonderful despite being 
the worst £9m signing in foot- 
ball history. He might even 
have forgiven Broccoli mash- 
ing his front door but the 
tree wasn't a non-drop one 
and the sight of those pine 
needles on the floor was the 
Anal straw. Now Broccoli has 
been charged with Lhcfi. 
assault and resisting arrest 
and 1 think we’U have to leave 
him out today. 

We’re also without Ivor 
Niggle, who has heavy bruising 
following a pre-Christmas fight 
over the last La- La in the 
local toyshop. This was com- 
pounded by his two-year-old 
giving him a right going over 
for coming home without the 
Teletubbie doll. Shaun Prone 
has a bead injury after he 
dozed off in Midnight Mass 
and fell on the stone floor. 

Barry Gaffer was talking ca 
Qenn Moors 



Rieper is 
wear the 


proud to 
hoops 


The former West Ham 
defender Marc Rieper is 
a happy man after 
swapping life in London’s 
East End for the East 
End of Glasgow. 

Simon Auckland reports. 

The Danish defender Marc 
Rieper, who left West Ham for 
Celtic earlier this season, knows 
that the next two weeks could 
make or break his new dub's 
season, as the championship- 
chasing Celts face St Johnstone 
at McDiarmid Park today be- 
fore entertaining the leaders. 
Rangers, on 2 January. 

“1 am very pleased with the 
way the season has gone so far 
and l feel we would have settled 
for a point behind in the league 
and the Coca-Cola Cup,” 
Rieper said. “1 am delighted 
with the quality of players 
around me at Celtic, it has sur- 
prised me, and I feel none 
would be duI of place in Pre- 
miership sides in England. 

“Collectively, Celtic, like 
Rangers and Hearts, would do 
well in the Premiership, though 
I still think Scottish football 
needs greater depth," the Dane 
added. “There needs to be at 
least six or seven teams chal- 


lenging at the top to improve 
standards both domestically 
and in European competition." 

Rieper knows his Danish 
team-mate Brian Laudrup re- 
mains an inspirational figure at 
Ibrox and a thorn in Celtic's 
side. “Brian would be a lop star 
anywhere. ' Thar has already 
been proved beyond any 
doubt,” he said. “He can win 
games virtually single-handed- 
ly and 1 would say any dub in 
Europe would be proud to have 
him in their side.” 

Rieper hopes to return to the 
Celtic side today, as does the 
French defender Stepbane 
Mabe, after missing the 5-0 
defeat of Hibernian last week- 
end because of muscle strains. 

Rangers face the one team 
who have beaten them in the 
league this season - Dundee 
United, who were 2-1 winners 
at Ihnnadice Park on 25 Octo- 
ber. While the champions will 
be the favourites. Rangers' only 
domestic home defeat also came 
against United: a 1-0 Coca- 
Cola Cup quarter-final loss. 

That was sealed by a mag- 
nificent Gary McSwegan volley 
in extra time but, since losing 
(he final of that competition to 
Celtic, United have struggled to 
regain momentum. Rangers, 
who thumped championship- 


chasing Hearts 5-2 last weekend, 
will again be without a number 
of key players, with Paul Gas- 
coigne, Gordon Dune and Rino 
Gartuso all suspended. 

The Rangers goalkeeper 
Andy Goram and their captain, 
Richard Gough, arc still strug- 
gling with hamstring injuries, al- 
though Jonas Them could 
return to the midfield. He re- 
turned home to Sweden to deal 
with a family matter and was 
forced to withdraw from the 
lynecastie game. 

Hearts will be hoping to get 
back on track against Dun- 
fermline. Their manager. Jim 
Jefferies, could recall Thomas 
Flogel. The Austrian striker 
was left on the bench against 
Rangers for tactical reasons. 

The Republic of Ireland de- 
fender Ahn Kernaghan is lo 
stay with St Johnstone until the 
end of the season. 

Kernaghan has swapped 
Manchester City’s reserves for 
Lhe Scottish Premier Division 
and is anxious to help the Perth 
club retain their place in the top 
flight. The Saints’ manager. 
Paul Sturrock. was anxious to se- 
cure his services on a long-term 
basis, after Kernaghan com- 
pleted a three-month loan spell 
last weekend in the 2-1 defeat 
lo Dundee United. 



Marc Rieper, Che former Hammer, joins the Celtic party Photograph; Graham Stuart 


Referees and linesmen on receiving end of Iberian anger as Israelis indulge in in-fighting 





•i 



SPAIN 

It seems unUkefy that Jesus Gil 
the outspoken president of 
Atietico Madrid, sent too many 
Christmas cards to referees this 
year. He was certainly not 
happy with Miguel Perez Lasa, 
who took charge of his club's 
3-1 Primem Dhision defeat lo 
Barcelona last weekend. 

“It’s the limit. 1 think there 
was an agreement for them to 
score goals in the second half,” 
Gil raged. “It was robbeiy, a 
scandal The referee must have 
been drunk." 

This outburst came only 
two weeks after top-flight 
Spanish referees went on strike 
for one round of fixtures, in 
protest aL abuse from players 
and chib officials. 

Last weekend their less 
well-off colleagues in the low- 
er levels bad to suffer more 
than verbal attacks. In the 
Second, Third and Fourth Di- 
visions no fewer than four 
matches saw referees or lines- 
men suffer physical assaults. 

A linesman was concussed 


by a full water bottle hurled 
from the crowd at an Atietico 
Madrid B-teara fixture, an- 
other was pelted by stones at 
Pegoso, and a referee was 
punched in the stomach by a 
fan at Puerta Bonita. 

At Novelda, in the worst in- 
cident of the day, a linesman 
was taken to hospital after be- 
ing hit on the bead by a seat 
thrown from the stands. 

“Until one of us is mur- 
dered, it does not seem that 
people are going to be con- 
cerned about the seriousness of 
the situation,” Antonio Lopez 
Nieto, one of Spain's top ref- 
erees, said. 

“This weekend, thank God. 
we all escaped alive - but a 
tragedy could have occurred. 
Referees and linesmen in the 
lower divisions are playing 
with their lives each Sunday." 

Lopez Nieto called for max- 
imum jail sentences to be im- 
posed on anyone convicted of 
assaulting match officials. He 
did not role out another strike 
by referees and linesmen. 


ISRAEL 

In Israel last weekend the 
trouble was not fans assaulting 
officials - but linesmen fight- 
ing each oth- 
er. According 
to Ha 'arerz 
newspaper, the 
scrap broke 
out in a taxi 
taking the ref- 
eree EyaJ Tzur 
and the lines- 
men Shai Ossi- 
don and 
Reuven Gino 
to a league 
match. Ossi- 
don. who has 
just been 
awarded a FIfa 
international 
badge, report- 
edly said to 
Gino: “1 am 
going to officiate in Europe 
and will do duty-free shopping 
in London while you will have 
to make dn with Ashdod and 
Ashkelon." - apparently the 


Israeli equivalents of Coventry 
and Barnsley. 

Gino, it seems, was not 
impressed, and the two came 
to blows and had M be sepa- 
rated hy Tzur 
and the taxi- 
driver. The 
referee made 
a report to the 
Israeli Refer- 
Associa- 
tk»n. which is 
investigating 
the affair. 

IRAN 

Iran have re- 
placed i he 
head of their 
Football Asso- 
ciation. firing 
Da riush Mus- 
(ul'avi. who 
had caused 
controversy by Irving to replace 
the popular coach. Valdir 
Vieira, after he led them to the 
World Cup finals. 

Rep« iris in Tehran said that 
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WORLD 
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METCALF 


Mohsen Safuei Farahani. a 
former official in the min- 
istries of energy and industry 
who was on the FA's executive 
hoard, has taken over. 

Mosiafavi. who had held the 
post for the past three years, 
and who officially resigned for 
"health re asms", had been ac- 
cused of delaying Iranian prep- 
arations for the World Cup 
finals by seeking to replace 
Vieira - who is a national hero 
despite being a Brazilian - 
with either Johan Cruyff or 
Carlos Bilardo. 

COLOMBIA 

America Cali players were 
stripped nearly naked by their 
Ians after they won the Colom- 
bian title last weekend. 

After a 2-0 win over Bu- 
caramanga which sealed a 
3-0 aggregate success in the 
championship play-off, hun- 
dreds of supporters broke 
through a police cordon and 
stripped all the America play- 
ers of their kit and any jewellery 


being worn. Undeterred, the 
team managed a lap of honour 
- draped in flags. It was their 
first title since 1992. 

ARGENTINA 


Argentina is setting up a spe- 
cial police unit with powers to 
deal with worsening football vi- 
olence after a fan was shot 
dead at a Fust Division match. 

A decree will make the 
fighl against violence the direct 
responsibility of the govern- 
ment's Security Department, 
which will set up a database of 
known hooligans. 

Last Friday, a 24-year-old 
fan of San Lorenzo was shot in 
the head at a game against Hu- 
mean. A police helicopter 
filmed fans pelting each other 
with stones outside the stadi- 
um. and ignoring the body of 
Ulises Fernandez stretched 
out on the ground. The dead 
fan turned out to be a godson 
of Ubaldo Fillol. the goal- 
keeper with Argentina's World 
Cup-winning side of 1978. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 


nrau dnte- 24/12/97. The winning numbers: 5, 6. XX. 29. 3®. 41- Bonus number; 47. 
Draw dat “ al / sa ,' s . £ 35 . 641 . 748 . Prize Fund: £16.038,786 (45% ot ticket sales) 


AMOUNT FOR 
EACH WINNER 


TOTAL EACH TIER 


£ 4 .S 83 .Q 2 a 

£1 53 7 -. 23 J 



Q Came lot droop pic. Majors r™**' >“ 16 °* ov * 1 


J c. 7: 

ipiUt** /Mifelma d ."- 11 neoiv 


!fir ©•sWfii ©IS '5 T 5 fl JL* 4 THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 

the M « «*"«■** ■« W 


j WORLD [_CUPXOyyNTD^^ 

j 165 days*. 

! and counting until the start of the World Cup finals 
! in France 

! There was bad news the week for the Derby County defender. Igor S0- 

I mac when Croatian coach, kArostew BSa^wie, named a preSmnary squad 
I oi 30 players for the Weald Cup finals in Franca Sttmac, who has spent 
I much of the season injured, was one of three players dropped from the 

squad. The others were the former Nottingham Forest defender, Nftala 
jerk an. and Nikola Jurcevtc *we need some fresh blood to rejuvenate 
1 the team. ■ Blazevic said. The three missing men had been dtecardect 
he added, tor reasons of lack of farm, age and health problems. The squad 
will be reduced to 22 players in time for the finals. 

- Rupert Metcalf 
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SIDELINES 

Rarely trod path 
twixt N5 and N 17 


THE 

EX-FILES 


Strange bnt true: Tbttcn- 
haro have signed as many 
Argentinians as Arsenal 
players since the war. while 
their visitors in tomorrow's 

derby currently have more Frenchmen in their squad than 
they have bought wearers of the north London cockerel 
over the same period. 

There has not been a deal between the clubs since 1977, 
and even then it was a free transfer. Pat Jennings, after 472 
games in Spurs’ goal, was deemed to be past it, yet went 
on to a 237 appearances in eight years at Arsenal. 
Willie Young and Steve Wolford made the same move that 
year, the two centre-backs reuniting with Teny Neill, the 
ex-Gunner who knew their capabilities from his two years 
as manager at White Hart Lane. 

Neill's predecessor at Spurs, Bill Nicholson, swapped 
Jimmy Robertson for Arsenal’s David JenJdns in 1968 - 
one of his less auspicious signings - and the last Highbury 
player for whom their rivals paid a fee was Laurie Brown, 
a £40,000 buy in 1965. 

Jimmy Brain, a Welshman in the Arsenal side who lost 
to Cardiff in the 1927 FA Cup final, left them for Spurs, 
while the England forward George Hunt made the oppo- 
site switch 10 years later. The great Arsenal winger Joe 
Hulme managed Spurs after the war - but how many wear- 
ing red and white tomorrow are aware that that the club's 
greatest manager, Herbert Chapman, reached his playing 
prime in the lillywhite of the other mob? 


Ten things 
that 
Wolves' 
Finn, 
Mixu 
Paatelainen, 
might be 
missing 
today 


1 The world’s finest vod- 
ka. So potent that the fa- 
mous Rajaraaki distillery 
used to make anti-tank 
“cocktail” weapons and 
pure alcohol motor fuel. 

2 Winters so inspiring 
they drive you to exis- 
tential poetry and deep 
contemplation. And sui- 
cide. 

3 Manic summers. Most- 
ly spent drinking vodka. 

4 The national trait, sisu, 
meaning gutsy or resilient. 
Needed at Molineux. 

5 The delights of reindeer, 
snow grouse and many 
other indigenous species. 
Best enjoyed stewed, and 
accompanied with vodka. 


6 The hundreds of thou- 
sands of young, Swedish 
women looking to spend 
money and have a good 
time that are the largest 
single group of tourists to 
Finland (West Midlands 
tourists come mainly from 
the East Midlands.) 

7 The state beer, wine and 
spirit outlet, Alko. 

8 Kristiin aka u punki, an 
unspoift town founded in 
1649. Its narrowest street, 
Catwhipper's Lane, is 
299cm wide. 

9 Finnish humour. In- 
volves vodka and a smile, 

10 The real Santa Claus 
of Finnish Lapland Rosy- 
cheeked and happy. 


name of the game 

*JV No 15: INVERNESS CALEDONIAN 
THISTLE 

The newest dub in British league football was born three years 
ago out of an amalgamation of Inverness Caledonian and In- 
verness Thistle. Both chibs dated back to the last century and 
the merger, after decades of rivalry, created great local con- 
troversy. After amalgamation the dub joined the new Scot- 
tish Third Division in 1994. and won promotion last season. 


THIS 

WEEK 


On 25 December 1946. 
Tottenham played Coventry 
away in a Second Division 
game and lost 3-0. 

The next afternoon. 
Spurs entertained Coventry 
in the second part of the 
traditional Yuletide-Boxing 
Day double-header and 
managed to achieve a result 
that would be welcome at the ! 
moment - a 0-0 draw. 

On the same dales, 
Barnsley drew 4-4 with • 
Southampton, again in the 
Second Division, and The 
Dell rematch ended J-I, ‘ 
while Crystal Palace of the 
Third Division (South), won 
6-1 at home to Torquay, ' 
then lost 2-1 the next day. 

It is interesting to imag- . 
ine football still being the 
kind of sport where home • 
players invited visitors to . 
Christmas lunch. Jurgen : 
Klinsmann at Ian Wright's : 
for tea? 


HISTORY 

LESSON 


Anyone needing a reminder 

• of what a difference a year 
: ran make should look at the 

• Second Division table as it 
was after the Boxing Day 
programme 12 months ago. 

The lenders were Brent- 
ford. who were one point 
ahead of Luton, who them- 
' selves were five points clear 
of third-placed Buiy. Yet 
neither of the lop two won 
promotion and 12 months 
■ later they are both languish- 
ing around the relegation 
zone. Burnley, who had high 
play-off hopes a year ago, are 
also struggling to get away 
from the foot of the table. 

Bury went on to win pro- 
motion, with Stockport (fifth 
after Boxing Day) taking 
the other automatic promo- 
tion place. Crewe, in Ilth 
place a year ago. beat Brent- 
ford in the play-off final. 

Watford and Bristol City 
beware. 


THIS WEEKS T RAN SFERS 

Transfers 


Viorel Moldovan (forward) Grasshopper 
Zurich to Coventry (£& 25 m) 

Jason Bowen (forward) Bfrmmgham to 
Rsatfng K200000) 

KUnstnann (forward) Sarrpdo- 
kf 7 SJW 0 ) 


ilorwaitj) M* 
Jton (S 75 fl 00 ) 


MKkSea- 


ria flu to Tottenham 
Ctirte Freestone . 
bough to Northampton 


Loans/trials 

Marco GebbtatUfrf (forward) Ethnfcas 
(Gfl to Stoke City 


Paul Beasley (defender) Manchester Oty 
toPOrtVate 

NovUa Southall Otwleepw) Etwtonta 
Southern) 

Stove Jones (forward) Charlton to 
Bounemoutfi 

lean BrefttmKe (forward) Exstar to 
Weang 

Jason Roberts (forward) Wolves to 
Torquay 

Neil reman (forward) Plymouth to Enter 
(tnafl 

Jans fUsager (defender; Brcndw (Den) 
to Southarrpun (trial) 


Contributors: Phi, f Shaw, Nick Harris, Paul Newman 
Readers' contributions welcome. Send fo Sidelines. Sports Desk. 
The independent 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
e-mail address: span igj Independent, co. uk 
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Newcastle 
pay penalty 
for their lack 
of desire 


Jon CuHey 

Derby County I 

Newcastle United 0 


If Newcastle's chance of re- 
entering the championship race 
had not expired before yesterday, 
only the most optimistic of 
spokesmen for their cause would 
quarrel with that estimation 
now. With this defeat, Kenny 
Dalglish's side are 20 points 
adrift of Manchester United 
and may even find a Uefa Cup 
place a tall target if their inef- 
fectiveness in front of goal is al- 
lowed to persist much longer. 

Yesterday. Dalglish relied on 
Ian Rush and Jon Dahl Toroas- 
son to supply a cutting edge, leav- 
ing John Barnes, Faustino 
AspriUa and Temur Ketshaia on 
the substitutes' bench, an indi- 
cation, perhaps, that he is already 
looking towards the FA Cup as 
the most realistic route towards 
a successful season. 

In the event, the veteran and 
the novice represented a tooth- 
less combination, troubling 
Derby's defence not once be- 
tween them. They were re- 
placed after an hour, but then 
the dismissal of David Batty re- 
ined Dalglish's plans. 

For Lheir part, Derby were 
well below par. The goal scorer 
Stefano Eranio, whose penalty 
after two minutes proved the de- 
cisive moment, was replaced at 
half-time after struggling to 
cope against Keith Gillespie's 
pace, while Francesco Baiano 
was also taken off. 

The home sides most fluent 
move, in fact, was the one that 
led them to take an early lead, 
launched by a one-two between 
Baiano and Eranio and nicely 
extended by Paulo Wanchope 
and Dean Sturridge before Des 
Hamilton's late challenge sent 
Sturridge sprawling. Eranio 
slotted the spot kick wide of Sha- 
ka Hislop's left hand. 

Newcastle might have gone 
further behind within the open- 
ing 15 minutes as the home side 
sought to underscore their ear- 
ly supremacy. Eranio was foiled 
-just - by Hislop’s reactions af- 
ter an exquisite chip from Wan- 
chope sent the Italian clear; 
then Sturridge. alert to the pos- 
sibilities when Alessandro Pis- 


tone’s attempted clearance 
went backwards, missed nar- 
rowly with a dipping volley. 

Having survived this pas- 
sage without further loss, how- 
ever. Newcastle steadily took, 
control and Dalglish resisted the 
temptation to effect an imme- 
diate change of plan. Barnes 
and AspriUa. rested ahead of to- 
morrow's encounter with Liv- 
erpool, remained on the bench. 

None the less, for all lheir 
possession, Newcastle could 
not threaten the home goal 
more than occasionally. They 
might have considered them- 
selves unlucky when John 
Beresford's strike was deflect- 
ed on to the bar, but this was a 
rare moment of real anxiety for 
Derby in the opening half. 

Derby, meanwhile, lacked 
much of their regular fiuerxw giv- 
ing the ball away time and again 
as passes failed to find their tar- 
get, with Wanchope and Baiano 
the most frequent offenders. 

Yet Newcastle failed to take 
advantage. Indeed, more than 
once Derby seemed poised to 
extend their lead. They might 
have done before half-time 
when Darryl Powell, released by 
Baiano. chose to shoot rather 
than give Wanchope the ball in 
space; they should have done 10 
minutes after the break when 
Sturridge. shaking off Stuart 
Pearce, dipped the post. 

Moments after that let-off. 
Hisiop, again preferred to Shay 
Given, justified his place with a 
splendid save after Whnehope’s 
cross from the right had readied 
Lee Carsley at the far post. 

By now, Newcastle's sup- 
porters were pining for Aspril- 
la and Dalglish soon answered 
their calls, taking off both Rush 
and Tomasson, giving AspriUa 
and Ketsbaia 30 minutes in 
which to turn things around. 

When Asprilia sent Hamil- 
ton clear and required Mart 
Poom to race swiftly from his 
line, it seemed there might be 
a dividend for Newcastle, but 
the dismissal of Batty after a sec- 
ond yellow card three minutes 
later came as a critical blow. 

DarbyCcuty (3£-l>a ftxm VSfcs.Stmac.Ro^ 
«tt Eraraa (Lauwn. ML Caratoy. D RmbI C 
ot. Baiano (Wfcnvj. 671: Slunoge (Bxion. ea 
WttncncpB. B u to» * »i fl ff i nrt uanft KcaH*. Hag igtt 
Nmcaafla United (4-a-a: wap. Watson Howoy 
(Barr» 6a ftwree Ponne- Harniion. BtSfy. 
tori '3*esp*& 'fcmaaaon (Kaobaa. K& FkjsM lAa- 
p«a. 6Q. Snbaimitaa not used: Hu^ws. Oven 
1*1 

: M Ftaod (BkmO^iam) 



Wimbledon’s Stale Solbakken (left) and Chelsea's Graeme Le Saux compete for possession at Stamford Bridge yesterdy 

Sloppy Sinclair highlights home truths for Blues 


Martin Upton 

Chelsea I 

Wimbledon I 

Harsh reality came in from the 
cold to cloud Chelsea's title 
dreams as Joe Kinncar's side 
spoiled the Stamford Bridge 
festivities. 

Gianluca ViaiU's early strike 
looked to have put his side on 
the winning trail again when he 
collected his iZLh goal of the 
season after eight minutes. But 
a shocking error by Frank Sin- 
clair was punished when 
Michael Hughes raced onto 
his woeful backposs to claim 
only his second goal since mov- 
ing across London from West 
Ham. 

Even Gianfranco Zola's in- 
troduction from the bench 
faUed to lift Ruud GuUit's men 
to the victory they needed to 


keep the pressure on Man- 
chester United and Blackburn. 
It meant rhai Chelsea have now 
dropped four points in lheir last 
two home matches alter drop- 
ping jusr three out from lheir 
first 21. 

And for Kinnear it was yet 
another example of how (hat 
Crazy Gang spirit can hold its 
own against duhs with far more 
resources. Not that this was one 
for the scrapbook. Far from it, 
in feet. 

Given the history' of bad 
blood hetween the teams, the 
lunchtime crowd might have ex- 
pected a bit more passion in the 
opening stages. Instead, one cre- 
ative moment from Tore Andre 
Flo aside, it was dreadful stuff, 
the two teams seemingly caught 
up in the post -Christmas hang- 
over. with Sinclair, whose dis- 
tribution was woeful. the worst 
culprit. 


In the early stages, howev- 
er. the two men drafted into 
Chelsea's side - Danny 
Granville and Flo - produced 
some good moments and were 
both involved as their side 
claimed the eighth-minute lead. 
Granville, in for Mark Nicholls 
with Graeme Le Saux pushed 
forward, played the ball up the 
left flank. Flo spun superbly to 
leave Dean Blackwell {> -r dead, 
and his perfect pass was simply 
converted by Vialli. 

A platform for something 
special perhaps, yet that was 
about as good as it cot. Ed de 
Goey was barely employed. 
Wimbledon's decision to with- 
draw Hughes into a five-man 
midfield, leaving Marcus Gayle 
on his own up front, meaning 
they made very little headway. 

Unfortunately lor Sinclair 
and Chelsea, however, they did 
not need to. as Hughes reaped 


the benefit of the defender's 
blunder, rounding De Goey to 
stroke home in the 2Sth minute. 

It was the first home league 
goal Chelsea had conceded in 
open play since Nigel Winter- 
hum 's thunderbolt for Arsenal 
in mid-September, and they 
did look to respond before the 
interval. Dan Petrescu and Le 
Saux combining to feed Rober- 
u > di Malieo. who forced a fine 
save from Neil Sullivan. 

Vialli emerged with a ban- 
dage on his right hand at the 
start i >f the second half, and de- 
spite Chelsea dominating pos- 
session. Wimbledon seemed 
just as likely to score the next 
goal. Di Maaci> shot over and 
Petrescu went wide, but it was 
Gayle who came closest, shrug- 
ging Granville aside before 
striking a left-footer into the 
side-netting. 

Zola provided some spark 


for the Blues. Robbie Earle 
blocking one shot from the lit- 
tle Sardinian before he brought 
Sullivan to his knees with a left- 
footer. but most of the game was 
taking place in a congested 
midfield battle. 

Wimbledon, with their 
young striker Carl Con on for 
Gayle, still looked dangerous, 
even though Chelsea threw 
more and more men forward. 
Wise missed a sitter nine min- 
utes from time - the flag was up 
in any event - and Lehoeufs 
speculative effort dropped on 
top of Sullivan's net. Yet the 
goal was not going to come, as 
Gullit's body language seemed 
to accept long before the end. 

ChatMK De Goep riirescu LeboeuL Vial (Sob. 
Si) Wtee Dubary La Saux. DI Mourn Grarwfe 
Rq Sndafr IS CtoV& 57V Substitutes not uaed: 
Larrtxxoda Htchcouh (gM Nfchoss 
Wimbledon: Sdfcvan Cuvatghain. Kinds, 
Jane& BbekMeO. ThaEber. EoHe. SctaMum. 
Gavte (C-orL 67L M Hughes. Aidey Substitutes 
not used: HeakJ (gkl Castkjoma Jupp. A 
Ctari® 

Referee: G S VWaid (Wonnngj. 


Lacklustre Arsenal helped by wayward Walsh 


Mike Rowbottom 

Arsenal 
Leicester City 


Strictly speaking, the sides were 
separated by a 25-yard volley 
from Steve Walsh. But it was un- 
usual in two respects. The bail 
travelled nearly 25 yards up- 
wards before dropping into the 
goal. And it fell into Walsh's 
own goal. 

The Leicester captain's mor- 
tifying moment came in the 56th 
minute as he and his defensive 
partner Matt Elliott - harassed 
by Ian Wright - chased back to 
cover a huge punt upficld from 
Steve Bould. Before the ball hit 
the ground, Walsh attempted a 
clearance and sent the ball high 
over his backtracking keeper. 
Kelsey Keller, and into the net. 


The big Leicester defender, 
who had decided the outcome 
of these team's last meeting 
back in August with an equalis- 
er in the sixth minute of injury 
time, stared fixedly at the 
ground as Highbury erupted 
into a noise somewhere be- 
tween mirth and celebration. 

That put the home side 2-0 
up - David Platt’s near- post 
header from Dennis Bcrg- 
kamp's free-kick had put them 
into the lead after 36 minutes 
- but they were unable to close 
the match down, even though 
Marc Overmars could claim 
he was unlucky to have a 6X th- 
ru inn te shot acrobatically 
cleared off the line by Robbie 
Savage. 

Indeed, they had their man- 
ager, Arscne Wenger, pacing 
the line in uncharacteristic anx- 
iety after letting Leicester hack 


into ibe game with a piece of 
generosity which almost 
matched Walsh's. Bould. pre- 
sented with the ball deep in his 
own half, decided a pass, back 
to his keeper was the best op- 
tion. but the ball was struck with 
too much force and David Sea- 
man, with attackers uncom- 
fortably close. misconiroUed it. 
Seaman almost recovered in 
grand style as he dribbled past 
Emile Hcskcy and. almost. Tony 
Cottee. hut Muzzy Izzet was 
able to take the ball past Sea- 
man's last despairing lunge and 
square it for Neil Lennon to roll 
over the line. 

Tile incident did nothing to 
settle the unease nhich Seaman 
has displayed in recent weeks, 
but Wenger did not blame him 
entirely. -There were three or 
four of our players im oKed." he 
said. “It was not an easv kick for 


David to coni ml. and he was not 
1(H) per cent responsible." 

Thus undermined. Arsenal 
- never convincing - became ah- 
ject and the visitors might, and 
should, have equalised us they 
exploited a wind as fluctuating 
as Arsenal's recent fortunes. 
The most excruciating moment 
for the bulk of the 3N.U32 crowd 
at me in the S2nd minute when 
Elliott s near- post header from 
a comer hit the inside of the far 
post before ricocheting past 
the startled Walsh on the line 
before being cleared. 

“The last in minutes were 
terrible." Wenger said, ‘it made 
me nervous because we were 
unable to keep the ball. I could 
feel that we had not the psy- 
chological and mental strength 
to keep our calm. 

"We were doing the wrong 
things, going oflside. losing 


easy frills. T hai made me ab- 
solutely nervous, because it was 
crucial for us to win." 

Not the least reason for that 
was to steady the nerves for to- 
mnrrow's derby match at Tot- 
tenham. But it doesn't look 
good for Arsenal at the mo- 
ment. They will be without Ian 
Wright, who started a two- 
match suspension after this 
game. They are also likely to be 
without Platt, whose early op- 
portunism provided the game 
with one of its brightest mo- 
ments. The experienced mid- 
fielder limped off after 5S 
minutes with a gmin injury. 

Are«ojl: H-4-2) Seaman. Duct. Keown. 
Bod'i Winter bom. Parlour. Vieira Plait 
/Hughes Wi Overman: Wrxfi (Ansfca. 751 
Bcrgtamp Sub sti tu te s not us«t Marvnqp 
■9>! Upson Morsnal 

Leicester Ctty: fpaer. ■>*-». El- 

ton Wafeh Guppy i z 2 cr Lerron. Campbei 
i Paiter. *50 j Ciandgp iCoths; 69i He^ev 
Substitutes rtoi used: Fenton Arpneuad 
1*1. Wteon 

Referee: D Eleray I Harrow) 


Kitson provides 
the cut and thrust 


Palace left waiting after Zohar spots trouble 


Foul Newman 
Crystal Palace .. 
Southampton .. 


-I 


Itzhak Zohar has done little to 
endear himself to Crystal Mace 
supporters since his £1.2m 
move from Antwerp in the 
summer and his reputation 
sunk to a new low at Sclhurst 
Park yesterday. With 11 minutes 
remaining, the Israeli interna- 
tional stepped up to take a 
penalty which would have giv- 
en Palace lheir first home vic- 
tory of the season, hut his 
weakly struck shot was com- 
fortably saved by Paul Jones. 

Bruce Dyer had earned the 
Spot-kick somewhat fortuitously 
when he went down under Ja- 
son Dodd’s clumsy challenge. 
Zohar appeared to snatch the 


ball from Dyer. Palace’s regu- 
lar penalty-taker, but according 
to their manager, Steve Coppell. 
Dyer left it to Zohar because he 
was suffering from an ankle in- 
jury. “Bruce was noi confident 
that he could hit the hall with 
enough power," he said. “So 
Zohar stepped up. Unfortu- 
nately he missed it." 

Zohar had come on the field 
midway through the second 
half as a substitute for Neil Shi'p- 
perlcv. whose 62nd-minuic 
equaliser had raised Palace's 
hopes of securing lheir first 
home win since victory over 
Wolves in the First Division 
play-offs in May. 

Palace have been ravaged by 
injuries in recent weeks and 
their patchwork team did well 
to gel back inlo the match af- 
ter Matthew Oakley had given 


Southampton the lead six min- 
utes before the interval. Dodd s 
cross from the right did not ap- 
pear to pose any threat but Oak- 
ley volleyed it first lime into the 
net from the edge of the area. 

Palace should have been 

ahead by that stage, having 
spumed two excellent early op- 
portunities. After only fire min- 
utes. Dyer just beat Jones to the 
ball after Sbipperlcy had head- 
ed down a cross by .Andy Lin- 
ighan, but his shot hit the far 
posl and bounced away ri safe- 
ly. Four minutes later. Dyer left 
Claus Lundckvam standing with 
a neat turn but with only Jones 
lu heal he pulled his shot wide. 

With Run. Ginty. a young 
winger, playing wide on the 
right. Palace hud only two men 
in midfield and Jamie Fullarlon 
and Simon Rodger struggled to 


exert any sort of control. Andy 
Roberts, who started as a wing- 
hack. moved inlo midfield on 
Ihe hour and his intelligent 
prompting sparked the home 
side's besl spell. 

The equaliser came when 
Shipperloy bundled the hall 
home at the far post after Dean 
Gordon had flicked on 
Rodger's comer. Shipperlcy al- 
most scored a secund two min- 
utes later when his shot flew jusi 
past the post, bul after the for- 
mer Southampton striker went 
off injured in the 71st minute 
the home side rarely threatened. 

Southampton might have 
snatched victory in the closing 
stages. Kevin Davies, who had 
come on .is a substitute, creat- 
ed more opportunities in his 25 
minutes on the pilch than the 
rest n| the Southampton side 


had managed in Lhc whole 
mutch. One exhilarating run hv 
Davies ended with a crisp shoi 
which was well held bv Kevin 
Miller and PuulWurhursl head- 
ed another effort off the line. 

Davies, however, was the 
only Southampton forward who 
posed any major threat. 
Matthew Le Ussier drifted in 
and out - mostly out - and 
David Hirst rarely found lire 
space in which In" work. Like 
Piilaec. Southampton appear 
lo have a struggle ahead if they 
are to May in the Premiership 
come next Muv. 

Crwta/PWace: &-S- 2 ) Mier. Ftabere, k*. 
•gtian.Wartmrffi. Hrertaiasan, Gordon (kv 
** ,** ar1or1 l Burton [w. 

sjffppwtey (Zohar 71) SubwituteB not 
uced: Nash jgn) EmWwj. 

Southampton; rt-4-Z) Jcne-v DodO. Mox*- 
ou Lundekvarn Benal CteHey i Staler B5 l 

ftehartteon Patmei LeTt^a^r (W flams, Bil 

Hra. Oaenaiad (Davies 65J Substitutes 
not used: Moss [gfcL Hu^ies. 

Referee: P E Alctx* (RmMl 




Andrew Martin 

West Ham United.......... I 

Coventry City 0 


After the previous day's diet i if 
turkey the thought of picking 
through the cold Icll-overs 
would have been more appeal- 
ing than the footballing fore on 
view at Upton Park yesterday. 

After a Paul Kitson goal 
had provided West Ham with 

a breakthrough in the I nth 
minute, a turkey of u match 
ensued. That Harry Redknapp 
saw his side achieve an 1 1th 
win in 12 games at home will 
have provided little measure 
ol comfort. Against a lU-man 
Coventry of little ability and 
even less ambition. West Ham 
struggled. 

His Coventry counterpart, 
Gordon Slraehan. has cause 
for greater concern. The dis- 
missal ot ihe midfielder George 
Boateng alter an indisciplincd 
lunge from behind on Frank 
Lampard earned him a second 
b«K)king nine minutes into see- 
ond half means that Coventry 
have now had four players sent 
off this season. It was only 
Boateng s second start since ar- 
riving trom Fcycnoord for 
f 25ll.lH.iU. Three other Coven- 
try players werv hooked hv the 
rei'c ree. C» ra ham Pol ! . 

Lumpard. it was. who kepi 
the Hammers licking after their 
key creative force in midfield. 
Eyal Berknvitch. trudged off 
wiLh an injured knee shortly be- 
fore the end of the first half. Tire 
Israeli is douhtful fur lomur- 
mw sgame against Wimbledon. 

But first Lampard's pass 
had found Berk, witch, who in 
typically beguiling manner 




broke free of a bemused Coven- 
try defender on the edge of the 
area and found Kitson in the 
clear. Kitson drilled the ball 
neatly past Magnus Hedman. 

West Ham should have pro- 
ceeded lo press their advantage 
against an injury-depleted 
Coventry side. Yet Dion Dublin 
stood toll and defiant in the cen- 
tre of their back line, his tack- 
ling and marshalling of John 
Hanson belying the striker’s sta- 
tus as makeshift defender. 

Slraehan denied he is to sell 
Dublin and he was critical of his 
young strike pairing of Darren 
Huekerby and Noel Whelan. He 
intends iuoking for reinforce- 
ments. ■•We’ve sci >red only three 
goals away from home this sea- 
son and quality is putting the 
ball in the back of the net.'" Sira- 
ehan said. “We need to add 
some quality lo the team and 
we’ll try our best to do that/' 

Stan Liiztiridis. back front in- 
(crrctlftmal duly with Australia, 
posed an erratic threat hut he 
managed lo gallop to the byline 
and cross a i hall that lantalisingly 
hit the inside .>1 the far posl as 
a wrong -fouled Hart. son nar- 
rowly missed the rebound 
Again it was Dublin who 
cleared. 

Two minutes later. Hanson. 

released by Lampard on the 
right, cut inside but shot Mraiuhi 
into Hedman’s midrift. 

Later in the match Kitson 

missed a gift of a chance when 

put clean through on the keep- 
er frum Hanson's pass 

son, Harisun *. 1 - 
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Bergsson 
strikes from 
long range 

Phil Casey 

Bolton Wanderers 1 


Barnsley .. 






The Bolton captain. Gudni 
Bergsson, scored an extra- 
ordinary goal to give his side a 
share of the points at the 
Reebok Stadium yesterday. 

Georgi Hristov gave the 
visitors the lead after 19 min- 
utes. The Macedonian in- 
ternational was Lhc quickest to 
react after Darren Sheridan 
rook advantage of a quickly- 
taken free-kick to fire in a shot 
that Gavin Ward could only 
parry, and Hristov stooped to 
head in from five yards out. 

Bergsson levelled the scores 
eight minutes before the 
interval. Barnsley failed to 
dear Sellars' comer and the 
ball fell to him on the right 
hand side, some 40 yards from 
goal. A cross into the crowd- 
ed area looked certain but 
Bergsson lei fly and David 
Watson was powerless lo pre- 
vent the bull reaching the top 
corner. 

Ashley Ward went close 
with a spectacular overhead 
kick in the first minute and af- 
ter six minutes blasted over on 
the tum. Clint Marcclic then 
•sent Hristov racing dear only 
for the 21 -year-old to hit the 
side-netting. 

Marcelle was again the 
provider on 17 minutes when 
his header put Hristov past the 
last defender. The Macedonian 
was unlucky lo see his shot 
come hack off the foot of the 
post. 

Just as Barnsley had domi- 
nated the first half. Bolton 
took charge of the second pe- 
riod. with Per Frandsen creat- 
ing their best two chances. 

Two minutes after the 
restart his low drive from the 
edge of the penalty area forced 
a smart low save from Watson. 

Frandsen then supplied the 
cross which Saw Nathan Blake 
flash a diving header just wide 
of the far posl. 

Barnsley were struggling to 
get out of their own half bul the- 
home side lacked ihe necessary 
guile to break down stubborn' 
resistance. 

They could count them- 
selves unlucky not to have tak- 
en the lead after 76 minute^ 
however. Frandsen's free-kick 
from ‘just outside the area ’ 
crashing against the bur before 
being scrambled awav. A 
minute- later Blake outstripped 
the defence, only to fire into 
the side netting. 
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Collymore 
capitalises on 
Tottenham’s 
troubles 


Glenn Moore 

Aston Villa 4 

Tottenham Hotspur 1 


Stan Collymore put bis troubles 
behind him yesterday to in- 
crease Tb tie Ilham’s woes. The 
£7ro striker, whose depression 
at bis lack of goals was com- 
pounded by being arrested on 
Christmas Eve, scored twice to 
double his season's tally. 

CoUymore’s first came from 
Simon Grayson’s cross eight 
minutes from the end. That was 
just a couple of yards out but his 
second, a 30-yard free-kick, 
showed how dangerous he is 
when his confidence is restored. 
Together with a brace from 
Mark Draper, they earned Vil- 
la victory over a Spurs team 
which had briefly hauled them- 
selves back into the match with 
a controversial 58th-minute 
equaliser by Colin Calderwood. 

The failure of any team in 
the Premiership's bottom half 
to win earlier in the day meant 
Spurs went into their fixture 
knowing victory could lift them 
lo the heady heights of 15th. But 
first they had to secure their first, 
victory at Villa Park in 31 sea- 
sons, no easy task for a team 
that bad only won away once all 
season. Les Ferdinand was ab- 
sent with a knee injury so Stef- 
fan 1 verse a, himself carrying an 
injury, bad to play in attack with 


Villa's own attacking 
prospects binged on getting the 
b all around. This proved dif- 
ficult but with seven minutes 
left in the half, Milosevic was 
released on the right and be 
was able to pick out Mpxk 
Draper at the far post to out- 
jump Steve Carr and head his 
fourth goal in over SO Villa ap- 
pearances. 

Given Spurs’ recent pro- 
pensity to collapse in the sec- 
ond half, their fans would 
have been somewhat nervous 
during the break but they 
restarted in positive mood. 
Ginola, presumably on an- 
other promise of a bottle of 
champagne from the manag- 
er Christian Gross, began to 
stir and Ugo Ehiogu was 
booked as Villa tried to deal 
with him. 

This led to a fair amount of 
Gallic diving and, inevitably, the 
Villa fans were soon booing 
him. It was not long before they 
had more reason for anger as, 
13 minutes iaio the half, *Zbt- 
tenham controversially scored. 
Campbell headed a Ginola 
free-kick to Fox whose fierce 
volley brought a fine save from 
Mark Bosnich. The ball ran to 
Gemence whose shot was de- 
flected in, not entirely acciden- 
tally, by Ctolin CaJdenvood’s left 
arm. Villa's horrified players 
surrounded the referee, David 
Wilkie, but the goal stood. 

Seven minutes later, the ref- 



Andy Marshall, the Norwich City goalkeeper, reaches in vain as Keith Jones’ shot heads for the post at The Valley yesterday m Chariton’s 2-1 victory Photograph: Peter Jay 


Profligacy of Sutton denies premier pretenders LEAGUE 


c 


David Ginola. 

Villa fielded Collymore de- 
*: ■ : _ spile being charged with assaull 
following an alleged incident on 
’• a girlfriend’s doorstep on 
* Christmas Eve. With Dwight 
Yorke injured and Julian 
Joachim, like Gareth Southgate, 
a victim of the flu, Brian Little 
. had little alternative. 

Collymore started enthusi- 
astically, if inaccurately, shoot- 
ing over in the fourth minute. 
He then drifted in and out of the 
game, reappearing after 30 
minutes to drag a shot wide but 
otherwise looked short of con- 
trol and confidence. 

Tottenham's own mercurial 
“genius", Ginola, was even 
more anonymous, contributing 
noihing of note in the first half. 
Spurs one attempt on goal, a 
header just past the post on 12 
minutes, was created by Riel 
Fox. 


eree was again beseiged as Can- 
handled just outside the penal- 
ly area. Collymore promptly 
thumped the free-kick into the 
wall. Almost immediately, how- 
ever, he redeemed himself as he 
chipped Fernando Nelson's 
cross goalwards. Walker, at full 
stretch, gathered, only to drop 
the ball under pressure from his 
team-mate Allan Nielsen. 
Draper joyfully tapped in. 

Now Anderton came on but 
it Villa finished the stronger. 
They remain in mid-iable ob- 
scurity but, unlike Spurs, the 
New Year will not be ap- 
proached with dread 

Aston Villa (3-5-2): Boartch; Btioou, 
Staunton, Scknaca; Nelson. Draper. Wot 
Gray3on. Wright; Mtossvic, CoSyrnore: Sub- 
stitutes not ussfe Onkw 0$ Chattel Hen- 
drie. CoWe, ByflefcL 

Tottenham Hotspur (1-4-2): Whiter; Carr. 
Mafabutt (Andenort TO, Campbel, Wkon 
(Aten. 7«J; Foot Melsen, Cakterwood. Sto- 
lon (Ctemence. 25); Gtnata. Iverson Sft»- 
stkutss not unit BanJaen (gkt DoninpiK. 
Rateree: A Wide (Chaste^te-Street). 


Derick Allsop 

Sheffield Wednesday — 0 
Blackburn Rovers 0 


Although Blackburn Rovers 
were restored to second place 
in the Premiership after this 
goalless draw. Wednesday will 
surely be the more content to 
salvage a point from this match 
of squandered opportunities.. 

Both teams discarded 
chances like unwanted Christ- 
mas gifts. Chris Sutton alone 
contriving to forsake the 
prospect of a second-half hat- 
trick. Defeat, however, would 
have been particularly cruel 
for Ron Atkinson's side. 

Wednesday, too. ran up a 
catalogue of wasted openings 
and with more self-belief mighl 
have avenged the 7-2 indignity 


Ihey suffered at Ewood Park 
earlier this year. 

And yet this result, coming 
as it does in the wake of two 
consecutive defeats, will help 
ease the nerves and reinforce 
morale at Hillsborough. Atkin- 
son was dismayed at his players* 
meek capitulation against 
Chelsea last weekend. Yester- 
day they showed real commit- 
ment as they confronted the 
other chief pretenders to Man- 
chester United's title. 

Blackburn may no i flaunt the 
style and swagger of Ruud Gul- 
lit's exotic ensemble, but they 
are, in Atkinson's view, poten- 
tially more durable challengers. 
Rovers’ familiar power and dis- 
cipline was evident in periods of 
iltis match and they are unlikely 
to relent when conditions be- 
come less clemen! than they 
have been so far this winter. 


Blackburn's vibrant open- 
ings suggested a goal feast 
might unfold. Damien Duff, 
earning bis place at the expense 
of Jason Wilcox, fizzed a shot 
across Kevin Pressman’s goal 
after Peter Atherton inadver- 
tently wrong-footed his own de- 
fence. 

Wednesday’s repose was a 
brief but frenzied spell of pres- 
sure. Dejan Stefanovic’s centre 
from tbe left unsettled Black- 
burn and Petter Rudi’s languid 
skills almost found a way 
through. He was eventually 
defied on the line by Gary 
Croft. Benito Carbone, hand- 
ed the responsibility of pro- 
viding some Italian invention in 
the absence of the suspended 
Paolo di Canio. had an over- 
head effort scrambled away at 
the far post. 

Blackburn recovered their 


composure and a semblance of 
their trademark order. Press- 
man. a goalkeeper in need of a 
good performance, was at hand 
to push out a shot from Stuart 
Ripley as the winger, flushed 
with scoring success, threat- 
ened to plunder a second goal 
in three and a half years. Peter 
Atherton swept away the loose 
ball as Kevin Gallacher arrived 
to scavenge. 

Pressman made a more 
spectacular save to beat away 
Chris Sutton's fierce shot from 
20 yards early in the second half. 
Had Sutton applied anything 
like a firm contact to Duff’s cut- 
back after 53 minutes Pressman 
would have been powerless. 
Sutton then lifted Ripley's cor- 
ner high into the stands. 

Mark Pembridge brought 
Wednesday relief and fresh 
hope with a through ball to Car- 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


FA Carling Premiership 

Arsenal (1 2 Latcemr (0J 1 

Plan 38 Lennon 77 

Walsh og 56 38JB23 

Aston Vote (1) — 4 Tot te nha m (D) — 1 
Draper 3& 68 Calderwood 59 

Cotymore 81 89 38644 

Bolton ffl 1 Barnsley fl) 1 

Bergsson 38 Hr>S$Ov20 

25000 


Cheton m t Wimbledon (I) — 1 

Vises M Hughes 28 

34100 

C Pataca p 1 Southampton (I) l 

Shipprsttey 62 Oakley 39 

22353 

» 

Derby (!) — ; 1 Newcastle (0) 0 

Eran>o pen 4 30232 

Newcastle's David Batty sent off, 64 

Liverpool (0) 3 Leeds (0) — 1 

Owen 46 Haland 84 

Fowtor79,83 43)354 

Man Utd ft 2 Evert on (0) O 

Berg W - 55.157 

Cote 35 


Sheffield Wed _0 Blackburn 

33502 


West Hara ft) 1 Coventry (D) 0 

Khson 17 3L532 

Coventry’s Geoye Bxtfeng sent off, 55 

PWDLFAPte 

Man Did __ 20 « 4 2 47 « 46 

Blackburn 20 tt 7 2 36 S 40 

Chelsea 20 12 3 5 46 20 39 

Liverpool 19 tt 4 5 34 « 34 

Leed* 20 10 4 6 29 £2 34 

Arsenal tt 9 6 4 34 22 33 

Derby „ 2 Q 9 5 6 34 27 32 

West Ham — __20 9 1 X) 26 31 28 

Leicester 20 7 8 7 24 20 27 

Newcastle tt' 7 s 7 20 23 26 

Aston VHta 2Q 7 4 9 21 36 25 

Wi mb ledon 19 6 6 7 £0 22 24 

Crystal Palace _20 .5.7 8 10 26 22 

Shell Wed 20 6 4 10 31 43 22 

Southampton 20 6 3 it 31 30 21 

Bolton 20 4 9 7 17 30 21 

Coventry 20 4 8 B 17 28 20 

Tottenham 20 5 4 tl « 36 19 

Everton 20 4 5 H 17 29 17 

Barnsley 2D 4 3 O tt 51 15 


Leadng scorers 


Cols (Mai U*Q__ 
HertwsJtoetHw 
Button (Bacttwm). 


LflBFACC 
.—tt 0 0 


Bateno (Derby) ... 
FOWtar (Lkarpod). 

wrtaMiNsend) _ 


WbHbco Oawe) 

DwtsetSteahampKn) 
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Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

Chariton (01 2 Norwich p) 1 

KinsetaSS Beferrty pen Bl 

Robtoson 62 MA72 

Norwich's tSke Monger sent o It, 90 

Crew (8 1 UanCfiyW- 


Hoteywett 

HuddentfleUI 


5759 

-0 lAddtesfaro flt- 
Grayog 78 
_0 Birmingham CT . 
McCarthy B3 

-3 Swindon & 

28500 


-1 


OPR ft) 


IpewfchCT — 

17459 

Nottm Forest (3 
Ctonpbdrn22 
Johnson 29 
Portsmouth (f) — 

Pen** 35 
McLoughin pen 62 
Hal 80 

tteedtofl (2) 

McOsnnoTtog 1 
Wttams 27 

Stockport |0) 

Theft 66. 80 
Bennett 71 
Stoke P) 

Forsyth 66 Thytor5S 

Thorne 86 Deane 90 

Sunderland f) } 2 Bradford Cfty (0) -0 




P W D 

MkkHeabrough.24 14 6 
Nottm Forest — 34 w 

Charfion 34 13 

Shaft UU 24 11 

Sunderland 23 12 

WeetHram 24 12 

Wo Noe 24 Tl 

n 
n 

Birmingham — 24 9 
Bradford 24 B 

opr a* a 

Norwich 24 8 

Stoke 24 7 

Reading * 7 

Ipswtch. 23 6 

Oxford Utd 24 7 

Port Vale 34 7 

Cl ew 3 * 7 

MonCfey 34 6 


Portsmouifi 23 


Huddersfield — 24 
Bury » 

Laacing scorers 


1 Oxford Utd 10) — 0 
2&23S 

L F APB 
4 40 tt 48 

4 40 21 48 

6 45 30 44 
3 36 24 43 

5 37 21 43 
a 26 23 40 

7 30 26 38 

8 42 32 38 
8 32 34 38 
7 25 tt 35 
7 22 24 33 

6 10 29 39 -30 

6 fi 24 34 30 

7 10 26 32 28 
7 tt 23 36 28 
9 8 27 26 27 
5 12 29 34 26 

5 12 26 33 26 
3 14 27 39 24 

6 12 26 2B 24 
5 <2 29 37 23 
5 12 28 34 23 
5 13 24 38 23 
V 9 22 32 23 


VenHooBdonk(NDUF) 14 

£3udesi goal for Ceme) 
Ha n d nn ca (Chariton) . -O 

^SSaS^^pari) 

enrobed [Nottm Fa) — 12 
Beck (MddOatxo) K 

Aim— oe g (Skottport) -tt 
Deane (SMfftl Utd) ...tt 
Thome [Swte) A 


Lge FA CC Eur OSiTbt 


0 1S 
0 15 
014 

014 

014 

012 

012 

012 

012 

012 


Second Division 

Bournemouth ft) ..4 GitDngham [0; — 0 
Jones tt. 88 5672 

Robinson 53 
Vbung 73 

GBbngham's Adrien Penmen sent off. IB 

Brentford (i) 1 Southend (0) 1 

Thyfor <2 CoutoauflflO 

5341 

Soufiend's Sade WDeye sera off, 53 

Bristol City (2) — 4 Wfflwafl (p) 1 

CrambiO Vfiart 53 

Edwards 17 I5tt8 

TnntanM 
Taylor 68 

Burnley 0 Chesterfield 0 


10381 
CariMe (1) 
Stevens ts 
BOW 

Luton (0) — 
Okttefef 67 
Thorpe 85 
8035 

Plymouth (i) 
Bartow 5 
9469 

Preston ®)— 
Hot) 51 
tt.441 

WrtaaU (0)._ 
5834 


..1 Blackpool n) 1 

Omerod S3 

-2 Northampton (2) .2 
Occuet per 8 
Whiteog 13 


— 1 Fufham (l) 4 

Moody tt 80 
Hayward 63 
Tro&opB 75 

1 Oldham (1) 1 

Hodgson 22 

0 Bristol Rovers (0) 1 

Be«*e <8 

Wrexham (1) 2 Wigan fl| 2 

Own 39 Smeets 22 4577 

Conofy 65 KdordTl 

Wycombe 0 Watford 0 

8090 

York A Grimsby 0 

7093 

P W D L F A Pts 

Watford 24 16 6 2 33 15 54 

Bristol City 24 16 4 4 44 tt 52 

Otctram *_24 9 9 6 38 30 36 

Northampton — » 3 9 6 27 S 36 


York. 

(AithraU.. 

Grimsby. 


Chesterflekl 24 B 11 5 22 tt 35 

Bristol Rovers 9 7 8 32 35 34 


Fhtham. 


-34 


9 7 8 29 26 34 

Blackpool 34 9 6 9 33 37 33 

Bournemouth— 2a 8 9 7 28 34 33 


Preston 


Waisafl. 


Wigan 

GttmgtaR) 


Wycombe — . — 24 6 

Southend 34 7 

Plymouth — ——3® 5 
Luton ———23 5 
Brantford— 24 5 

Burnley » 4 

' - - _3J 5 


Carlisle, 
leadng scorers 


24 9 8 7 31 28 35 

23 10 S 8 29 28 35 

22 9 B 6 ZB XB 35 


9 5 10 30 34 32 
23 7 tt 6 29 26 31 
23 8 6 9 2® 26 30 


33 B 5 10 36 35 29 

34 7 7 10 27 36 28 

9 6 30 35 27 

6 n 28 44 27 

9 10 29 35 24 

B 10 25 37 23 

8 n 25 40 23 

S n 23 34 21 

5 14 27 43 20 


Lga FA CC Eut OthTol 
Bofl (V&teaB) n 3 2 0 T 17 

Gostsf IBrttW City) fl J ' D 

■tortorlttwUtaO) . 3 2 3 Q 014 

Stallsd IWyccntoe) 1 0 0 0 ^>5 

Krytes ©neia (taws) n 2 0 0 0 13 

SSriW.1 9 3 1 0 013 


Third Division 

Barnet 10) 2 Peterborough (0 ).J0 

Svrpscn 57 3.449 

Devne80 

Brighton (01 4 CoJcheeter 0; — 4 

Errtbten 47. 62. 66 RanVn 15 28 

tenton pen 86 Adcock 23 

SJSJ7 Stamps 73 

Camb Utd (CD 1 Leyton Orient p -0 

Warfess 47 4308 

Cardiff (1) 1 Exeter (0) 1 

Dale 10 liman 82 

6623 

Dari big ton (1J 4 Macclesltoid <0)._2 

Njytor 45 De Vos og 46 

Obver 55 AsteyPO 

Domer65 73 3XM2 

Hartlepool hi — 3 Scarborough (0) ..0 
HaMay *. 68 0905 

OarV.87 

Hull (0) 1 Chester (DI 2 

Dewtxrst 68 written 82 

6507 Thomas 87 

Lincoln (01 0 Rotherham (01 . — 1 

6360 While 82 

Rochdale (1) 3 Shrewsbury n) — 1 

Lancashre 40 WfcJng 45 

Parter 71 2317 

Bryson 90 

Scunthorpe <i>. — 1 Notts County (V -2 

Hendonoqj Jonas 6. <8 

4.781 

Tbrguay (0) 2 Sw a ns e a (01 

W52 2398 

Roberts 60 

Postponed: Dcnca&ter » Mansfield 

P W D L F A Pts 
Notts County. — 34 13 8 3 38 « 47 
Peterborough...^ Tl tt 3 44 22 43 

Lincoln Chy 34 11 8 5 25 23 41 

Exeter. -34 10 9 5 35 26 39 

Rotherham V 10 8 6 38 33 38 

Barnet 34 Tl 5 8 36 30 38 

Hardepooi J4 8 13 3 36 26 37 

Scarborough 2* tl * 9 36 34 37 

Chester 31 n 4 9 35 3i 37 

Tbrquoy —3* 10 7 7 34 32 37 

Leyton Orient — 3* 9 7 8 25 23 34 

Macclesfield — 23 8 8 6 32 27 33 

Scunthorpe 23 9 6 8 30 30 33 

Colchester 2 3 8 7 8 36 35 31 

CambUld .24 7 tt 7 32 30 31 

Rochdale 24 9 2 13 30 30 29 

Cardttl- -33 5 W 4 21 21 29 

Shrewsbury — 33 7 6 tt 33 35 27 

MansflekJ .23 6 8 9 29 29 28 

Darflngton 33 6 8 9 29 34 26 

Null-.- 24 6 4 M 33 44 22 

Swansea 24 6 4 14 23 38 22 

Brighton 34 3 9 12 20 34 IB 

Laacbng scorers 

Lge FA CC Eur QthTot 
Quinn 15 3 1 0 0 19 

Cwimhere iPewmerol U 2 1 0 015 

H ow neB w m lEutwl « 1 0 0 0 13 

BennMC^ieUWj 12 0 0 0 012 

Whbehafl iMenslwid) 11 1 0 0 0 12 

Ctvtate (MansftWJi 8 0 4 0 £.12 

CuBertOteras pooh B 0 0 0 011 

WUlums i&avtoootfii BOO 0 oil 
PBimer (Ftotealei tt 0 1 0 011 

WMtc (E»*ew*ieyl 10 0 1 <5 0 11 

Urdudes 3 get*, lor Nans Cftrt« 

Roberta itarirvjicmi 9 1 1 0 0 11 


GM Vauxhall Conference 

Cheitenham (0) —2 Yeov3 {0) 0 

Walker 66, 81 2.700 

Dover (0) 2 WSBtog (0) 1 

Ayomde66 Horton 70 

Budden pen89 L304 

Weling's Tony Dotty sent on. 78 

Gateshead (2, — 2 Halifax £2) 2 

HarKus 22. 35 Raierson 5 

1239 Horsfteld 7 

Hednesford (1) —1 Kettering PI .1 

ware 16 Berry 71 

L911 

Hereford (0) 1 IQditermlnster (0) 0 

Grayson pen 56 4/J71 

Hereford's tan Ax&era on sera off. 53 

Leek tl) _3 TeKord (1) 1 

&ggns 29 Turner 20 

TrarrSS 832 

Totxn 82 

Morecambe (2) —2 Southport 10) .0 

Vbner 8 ZBO 

Norman 36 

Northwlch Pi — 1 Stafybridge (0) — 0 
Gardner 84 L340 

Notion ini's Paul Tan sent off. 77 

Rushden 10) 2 Stevenage (0) — 0 

West 67 3527 

Capone SO 

Slough 0 Hayes — 0 

irtt 

Hayes' .rumor Haynes sent off. 75 

Woking tOt 3 Famborou&i (0? ~0 

Danrey 66 4J3* 

Payne 87 pen 88 

P W D L F A Pts 

Halifax .22 W e 2 46 22 48 

Cheltenham 20 13 5 2 36 tt 44 

Morecambe.— & 12 5 4 45 28 41 

Hednesford 22 11 6 3 35 26 41 

Rushden 23 13 2 8 40 34 41 

Woking 22 n 7 4 39 21 40 

Southpon 21 9 6 6 36 27 33 

Keyes 22 9 5 8 32 25 32 

Yeovil tt B 3 7 32 25 30 

Hereford — 21 8 6 7 28 27 30 

Dover -21 9 3 9 32 38 30 

Slough 20 7 6 7 29 26 27 

Leek 2 2 6 8 8 31 34 26 

WeHing 20 7 4 9 29 34 25 

Northwlch 22 4 12 6 31 37 24 

Farnboraugh..— 21 8 5 KJ 30 41 23 

Stevenage 22 5 7 10 27 32 22 

Kidderminster... 23 5 7 h 30 37 22 

Tel ford 22 4 6 12 26 45 16 

Kettering -21 3 7 n 21 33 16 

Sialytaridge 21 4 3 V 23 42 15 

Gateshead 22 2 7 Q 25 50 13 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTWVt LEAGUE 
Hrst Division: BedSngwn Terriers 1 Morpeth 
Town 3. Mnaham fown 2 Btorsfum Syrrcrta 
1 . NonnaSerton 1 Guteborcugr lovwi 2 Poat- 
poned: Soum Shelds v Jam** Roofing 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 
Bnognorth Town 4 ShffnU Town O. ChaseEwn 
0 Petal vfita O. Halesowen Hamers 4 Cktxxv 
Uid 3. hruft Norton Town 1 BoUme SI 
Merteafc O.'Knypetaey VicnriB 0 Rooeettr d: 
Perehore Town 2 Strartord Town 0: Ssndwel 
&jougn 0 Wea Wrtande PcSee 1 . StapanhS 
? Barwee 4; WedvtsftM 3 WUenhaS Town L 
Postponed: FfodiaR Olympc v Bmv«n town. 
UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier I V H e to n - Eyneebury Rovers 2 Si 
Neots 3. Siamtora 0 Mrneea Blac*slone 3 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Afrtorstone 2 Nuieattxi 2, Barii 3 Merthyr Tvd- 
B Of Bromsgwe 2 Halescuen Town 2: Craw- 
toy Town Q HcOTXvge 0; rerchostor 1 Safcbvy 
0. Forest Green 1 Gloucester City 1; Gresfey 
Rovers 2 Braton A Won 0: R od w ot Town 1 


1 : Si Leonards 4 Ashford Town 1 ; Worcester 
City 3 Tsmunnh 1 



P 

W 

D 

L F 

A Pts 

Morthyr 

—21 

14 

4 

3 37 

tt 

46 

Worcester 22 

13 

3 

6 34 

22 

42 

Dorchester 23 

XI 

7 

5 36 

21 

40 

Bath 

— 21 

11 

6 

4 41 

X 

39 

Fores! Green — 22 

h 

6 

5 49 

35 

39 

Halesowen — 

— 22 

tt 

8 

4 34 

IS 

38 

Atherstooe 22 

10 

5 

7 31 

27 

35 

King’s Lynn— 

tt 

tt 

5 

4 30 

27 

35 

Nteieoton 

— 22 

tt 

4 

8 48 

54 

34 

Crawtey — —23 

B 

8 

7 34 

32 

32 

Burton..,.—.. 

—33 

8 

7 

8 28 

25 

31 

T&mworth— 

— 21 

8 

4 

9 39 

36 

28 

Bromegrove — -20 

a 

3 

9 42 

35 

27 

Hastings 

— 22 

7 

6 

9 36 

37 

27 

Grestey 

— 23 

8 

3 

12 38 

48 

27 

Gloucester 22 

6 

8 

8 23 

24 

26 

Salisbury 

— 22 

6 

6 

tt 30 

38 

24 


— 22 

e 

3 

13 23 

34 

21 

Rothwefl— . 

—32 

4 

9 

9 29 

49 

21 

Cambridge C — 20 

5 

4 

tl 34 

42 

19 

Ashford. — — 

— 18 

3 

2 

e tt 

47 

11 

St Leonards 22 

2 

5 

15 23 

56 

11 


Midland Division: Bedwonh Uid 3 VS ftig. 
0y3.Cort»y fown t baston Town 5; Hnckley 
Utd 1 Sutton Coklfield Town 3: Moor Green 2 
Redcttoh utd O. Paget Rangers 0 So6xA Boro 
3: Raring Ctob Warmck 4 Evesham Utd 0; 
Shepshea Dynamo 4 BUvsrufl 1 : Stourbridge 
0 Besson Town 2; Wbbecn Teem 1 Grantham 
Toviin l Postponed: Braridey Town v Rounds 
Town Southern DhrUon: BeUocfc Town 0 
Chefcnsford City 2. Bas«ev 4 Weymouth 2; 
Overton Town 1 msto>si<wMara 0; Dart- 
ford?Errth« Sahedere t. Nenp0rtAFC2Ox 
oertord Town 1 : Newport tow 2 Fareham Town 
1; Tontndge 1 Margate 1 : IMBeruovde 3 Ha- 
^T^tYteel^STlcvvWdMTovma 
Postponed: Ftener Athletic v Rear Town; Wit- 
ney Town v Ceencestar Tbwn 
UNIBOW) LEAGUE Premier Division: Gaft- 


Barrow. 


B Auckland 34 


Altrincham. 

Runcorn— 

Guleaiey 


Wtnsford 19 

CoNrynBey 

Errrisy. 
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Blyth — 21 5 

Bomber Br Zt 5 
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bone, but his tame shot was 
smothered by Alan Fettis. The 
keeper, standing in for the in- 
jured Tim Flowers, again came 
quickly off his line to frustrate 
Wednesday. 

Gallacher was exasperated 
after heading wide, but Jon 
Newsome, venturing to the oth- 
er end, had greater cause for 
contrition when he somehow 
failed to turn in the bail fol- 
lowing a free kick. Blackburn 
bombarded Wednesday at the 
end, Sutton hitting a post. Gal- 
lacher blazing over and the ref- 
eree intervening when they did 
force the ball in. 

Sheffield Wsdnssdsy (4-4-Q: Pressman: 
Ndbrv Ktouoome Steteoric CCtttns. GQ: 

Atexandereson. Alhertm Hurt. Pembridge; 
Carbone (W1*nktf»iv 80. Bocti Suhstttutu® 
not used: Hyde. Ctert® )gkL Humphreys. 
Blackburn Rovers W-4-2): Pettte: Kama. Han- 
dxo. Hentiry Crott OptyfftooH 8Ql McKto- 
lay; Sherwood. Dutl (Wteon, 841; Sutton. 
Gatachec Subattertee not uaecfc Pedereea Bo- 
renen. WBams 
Referee: J Winter (TeesadaX 


Boro boosted 
by Gray’s 
misfortune 

Middlesbrough stayed at the top 
of the First Division by beating 
Huddersfield at the McAlpine 
Stadium, but it took an own goal 
by Kevin Gray in the 76th 
minute to secure the victory. 

Nottingham Forest’s Kevin 
Campbell scored twice in 
22-minute spell in a 3-0 victory 
over Swindon Town that main- 
tained the pressure on the 
Teessidets. Andy Johnson added 
the third before tbe break. 

A crowd of 40,055 at the Sta- 
dium of Light saw Kevin 
Phillips and Allan Johnston 
give Sunderland a 2-0 victory 
over Bradford City. 

Crewe Alexandra notched a 


UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rnt DL 
vision: Bugess m tonffj 4 Hassocks 0: 
Pagliom 0 Bflteey O Postponed: Aiuxtel v U- 


SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premter DM- 
akakBkMonM Barnstaple 3 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Nmt&ry 2 
Thatbam Town 0; Toncn 0 BAT Sports 0: 
Aeroslruaues 0 Easrtt^r O: Bournemouth 3 
Wlmboma Town 1; Romsey Tbwn 3 
ChrisiriMriil 

JEWSON SOUTH WESTERN tEAGUE; Bed- 
mm Town 2 Wadetxidge Tbwn 0: noteworthy 
l Lteiocestoo 0; Sj Aiteiel 0 Si Btozey 1: Tbr- 
pdm AMebc 2 UKxook o Postponed: Fat- 
mouth v Truo Cky; Porthteven v Penzance: 
SaHash v Udtaenl 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DP 
•Won: Clacton Town 1 Harwich & Paterson 
3: Fakenha m Tbwn 4 Yftion Utd 0; Qreri 
Varmouth Tbwn I Oorieeton J: Ttotree Utd 2 
HatoaadTiwm 5. 

ESSEX SENKXT LEAGUE Premier DMrion; 
Gres Watering Rovars 2 Soulhand Manor l 
Postponed: Bows United v BasOdon Unt- 
ed: Concord Rangers v hUbridge Sgorto: 
Sansled v SswbittBewarth. 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier Divi- 
sion: BsBymene 2 Cotetane 2: Gtencran 1 
LHMd I; Poriadown 2 Gtenavon 0 Post- 
poned: CfittorrvilB v Crusaders. 

PWDLFAPte 

Poriedown 21 n 

Baitymsna_-^2i tt 
CflRonvBle 20 tt 


Cotereina -20 

LWloiri —19 

Glentoran 20 

Crusaders 20 

Gtenavon — .21 

Omagh — _ — 20 
Ard* 20 
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5 6 38 28 35 

5 5 30 27 35 

4 7 32 2 31 

a 4 25 12 29 

4 9 22 21 25 

7 7 31 35 25 

7 8 27 32 25 

7 10 25 39 16 

G b 23 42 IS 


First Division: Came* Rangers 0 Bangor 2 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Aberystwyth Town 3 

Rhayader Town 2. Caernarfon Town 2 Rorm- 

mw»g 2: Caarsws i Newtown 2: Cemaas 
Ynys Mono Bangor City 3: FUnllbwni Con- 
nahbOuey Nomads 2; Haverfordwest i Ebt*i 
Wale 4; Rftri 0 Conwy 3 Postponed: Welsh- 
pool v TNS LlansarnttRMl 
P W D 

Barry town -30 S 1 

Inter Cabto-Tel — 20 tt 2 

C wm br an 20 K 3 

EbbwIWe S K 
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5 5 B 33 39 20 

5 3 12 27 41 18 

2 tt ' 8 28 44 16 

4 2 W 25 43 *4 

4 1 IB 26 52 13 

3 4 TZ 84 47 13 

2 S IS 21 54 8 

WeSshpOoi ..21 2 3 16 23 57 9 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
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Si Patricks 17 

Shetboume — 
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Cork City — » 

Finn Harps -. — .17 
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BohOTitens — — tt 
SSgo Rovars— —tt 
UCD — .tt 


Rhyl 20 

Bangor City tt 

Newtown. —20 

Carmarthen — _S 
Conmh's Qy — 21 

Aberysiwytfi. 20 

Haverfordw es t— tt 
Caerews- — — 21 

Conwy- — 20 

Porthmadog —20 
LJansantnrakd — 20 
RhK -30 
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notable 1-0 victoiy over Man- 
chester City to move out of the 
relegation zone and increase the 
; pressure on City’s manager, 
Frank Clark. Paul Holsgrove 
sealed the vicloiy after 1 9 min- 
•' utes when be swept the ball 
home after Dele Adebola’s ef- 
: fort had been charged down. 

Sheffield United left it late 
! at Stoke City to earn a 2-2 draw. 
' Gareth Taylor had given Che 
: Blades a 59th-minute lead, but 
: Richard Forsyth and Peter 
: Thome struck back and looked 

• to have given Chic Bates' side 
; the win. BriaD Deane, howev- 

er, scored in the dying seconds 
' to give the visitors a point. 

Two goals in three minutes 
: gave Chariton Athletic a 2-1 vfc- 
! tory over Norwich City at The 
: VaUey. Mark Kinselia and John 
Robinson pul the home side in 
charge, but the Canaries hit 
back with an 8 lst-minule penal- 
ty from Crystal Palace target 
Craig Bellamy. However. Nor- 
' wieb could not force an equalis- 
er and to compound their 
misery had Mike Milligan sent 
; off for a second bookable of- 

• fence in tbe final minute. 

West Bromwich Albion 
: missed the chance to move into 
: third place in the table, albeit for 
: a few hours, when Reading 
scored a 2-1 victoiy over them at 
; Elm Park. The Royals opened 
' the scoring in the first minute 
: when Albion's Australian de- 

• fender Andrew McDermott de- 
. fleeted a Martin Williams cross 
' into his own net. Williams then 
. added a second in the 27th 

minute when he crept behind the 
. Albion defence to give Reading 
■ a two-goal lead. West Brain, 
| under their new manager, Denis 
Smith, fought back in the second 
half, but Kevin Kilbane's 77th- 
minute goal was not enough. 

Don Goodman grabbed the 
points for Wolves by scoring tbe 
only goal of their game at man- 
: agerless Oxford United, the 
club Smith left behind, in the 
. 19ih minute. 




Chips with everything: Andy Co(e scores Manchester United's second goal against Evert on at Old Trafford yesterday, the striker’s deft touch lifting the champions six points dear at the top of the Premiership Photograph. Dan Chung/Reubn 

Cole’s confidence compounds Everton’s seasonal misery 
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Guy Hodgson 

Manchester United 

Everton 


Alex Ferguson denies it vigorously 
but Manchester United are disap- 
pearing into the distance while bare- 
ly breaking out of a troL This win puts 

them six points dear at the top of the 
Premiership and the most difficult 
hurdle they bad to face yesterday was 
getting their supporters through the 
Trafford Park streets, closed 
because of gale damage. 

As for Everton. forget it They 
were not so much beaten as slaugh- 
tered, the scoreline Battering them 
to a face-lifting degree. You try to 
find reasons for believing they will 
escape relegation - but with per- 
formances like this it is very hard. 

It was not as if United bad their 
strongest side ouL Peter Schmeicfael 
had a slight back strain and Tfeddy 


Sheringbam and Ryan Giggs were 
rested. The visitors, too, were short 
of key playeis but these days even an 
Everton team with Slaven Bilic, 
Gary Speed and Duncan Ferguson 
hardly inspire fear. They are second 
bottom and second rate. 

That is not how you would de- 
scribe United, whose biggest enemy 
now would appear to be compla- 
cency, a danger that Ferguson is 
aware of. “It is poppycock to talk 
about winning the title by March." 
he wrote in the programme. “The 
memory of losing that 12-point lead 
to Blackburn and slipping up against 
Leeds on the last lap is burned into 
me too deeply to fall into that kind 
of trap.” 

Certainly they avoided it yester- 
day. Kevin Pflkington made only his 
third Premiership start but frankly 
Schmeichel could have played such 
was the lack of threat from Everton. 
They managed only one shot on tar- 
get all afternoon. 


Apart from making 16-year-old 
Francis Jeffers the club’s second 
youngest player after Joe Koyle by 
bringing him on as a substitute, the 
afternoon had only one redeeming 
characteristic for Everton: they 
somehow slipped a way from Old 
Trafford without an extra portion of 
Christmas stuffing. 

Once Henning Berg bad headed 


United in front after 13 minutes the 
match was over asa contest. Shot al- 
ter shot rained in on the Everton 
goal, but only Andy Cole could Hnd 
the neL 

Berg's goal came from David 
Beckham’s comer from the left 
which Ronny Johnsen headed into 
Earl Barrett's knee. The ball might 
have already crossed the line but 


Berg put the matter beyond doubt, 
heading in the rebound from a 
range of two feel. 

A minute later Thomas Myhre 
contorted himself excellently to save 
Paul Schole.s' flamboyant volley and 
then Craig Short twice had to make 
blocks from Cole and Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer. In the 1 7th minute a love- 
ly pass front Nicky Butt down the 


Keeper Southall samples low life with the Shrimpers 


The difference was almost 50,000 
as Neville Southall, Welsh interna- 
tional and the rock of Everton's de- 
fence for 16 years, made his 
down-table debut yesterday. 

As the Toffeemen were de- 
voured like a Christmas trifle before 
a Boxing Day crowd of 55,167 at Old 
Trafford, the 39-year-old Southall 
was parading in from of 5,341 at 
Brentford’s Griffin Park. 

Signed on a month's loan by 


Southend's Alvin Martin to bring 
“stature” and “massive presence" to 
the Second Division dub. Southall 
kept the third- from-bot tom Bees at 
bay until he was stung by 42nd 
minute goal from Robert Taylor. 

By that time his successor in the 
Everton goal. Thomas Myhre, had 
been beaten twice by Manchester 
United, and Southall also bad the 
satisfaction of cot being a loser - 
R£gis Coulbault scoring with 10 min- 


utes to go, which left the Shrimpers 
three places higher than (heir hosts. 

Southall who is we;dthy enough 
not to have to play out his days in the 
lower divisions, is keen logo into man- 
agement. Whether this introduction 
will have encouraged him to start low 
remains to be seen. No doubt South- 
end's regular keeper. Simon Royce, 
having served a one-match ban. will 
hope the Premiership bright lights lure 
the interloper back to Goodison. 


right wing set Beckham free, his shot 
flicking the bar before going over. Af- 
ter 29 minutes United bad the ball 
in the net again when Solskjaer s 
cross was met at the far post by Beck- 
ham and turned in by Cole. Had 
Beckham gone for goal it would have 
counted, but the extra pass made the 
effort offside. 

Cole looked mortified by Lhe de- 
cision but erased his disappointment 
five minutes later with a goal that said 
everything about his newly found self- 
belief. A year ago the only chip the 
£7m striker would have contem- 
plated was one with salt and vinegar 
on. His confidence gone, he pre- 
ferred to blast and hope rather than 
place shots. 

It is a different Cole now, how- 
ever. and when Butt passed to him 
20 yards out he looked up, saw 
Myhre off his line, and beat him with 
a deft flick of his right foot so sub- 
lime it could have had Eric Cantona 
on he delivery end of it. The Ever- 


ton goalkeeper could merely watch 
it go into the top corner. 

The second-half should have 
completed the rout, instead United 
let Everton off the hook. The clos- 
est they came to adding to (heir score 
was after 51 minutes when Cole's 
flick gave Solskjaer a run on goal- He 
had time but no accuracy and his shot 
skewed horribly wide. 

It did not matter and never 
looked like it would. United hardly 
broke sweat yesterday. 

“It was aaembarrassing 90 min- 
utes.” Howard Kendall the Everton 
manager, said. “Men against boys.” 

Manchester United (4-3-1 -5$: PBongtor; G 
Novae. Bora PaSster (McCteS; m PNevie 
(Curtis. 821; Beckham (Poborrfiy; 66), Johnson. 
Butt; Schotes; Cole; SoktyMC Substtnto* not 
used: Sherngham, Giggs. ■ 

Everton 0-5-2}: Myhre; Short Watson (Jet- 
tare h-n TSer; Barrett (AJten, 65). Osier, Far- 
ratty; Ball (Thomsen, 78), WnchcHte; Bamtiy, 
Cadamarract Substitutes not used: Thomaa 
Garrard (0t). 

Referee: U Rennie (Sheffield). 

More reports, pages 22, 23 
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THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Owen and Fowler finish off Leeds 


No. 3492. Saturday 27 December 


By Spurns ACROSS DOWN 

“I |S j l One will often have a 1 Membership of union for 

— striking exterior (8) which formal proposal 

Wm 5 Unexpected develop- may be made (8) 

— ^ — - mems produced by 2 Musical work in two acts. 

| 1 winds, perhaps (6) specially adapted? Noth- 

1 9 Secure or insecure ac- ing in that ( / ) 

cess? (8) 3 Hot and cold running 

| | | 10 Some coarseness evident- water in Yorkshire home 

— j ly rejected by member of (5) 

jjfl religious fraternity (6) 4 Watch what you say ( 1 1 ) 

11 One precious metal 6 Crocks in need of atten- 

_jMR| found in Middle Eastern tion? (7-2) 

gja^Big idol? (5) 7 Place is exquisitely dis- 

SSM__ 12 Lawyers turning sarcastic, tinctive(7) 

I talking incessantly (9) S Winter transport said to 

— 14 Volunteer vigilante pre- amuse greativ (6) 

M | senting paper on London 13 Braggart making big car 

— tube station? (8.5) go afl over the place. 

I I I 17 Fiddling with computers? inviting (rouble? 1 1 1 > 

I Menu items requiring to 15 Whereby the hum be- 

be processed (7.6) comes subdued? (9) 

I 1 I 20 Nude andfor dressed? 16 Estimates value of old 
-U — Couldn't be plainer (9) coins oriental vessel car- 

jf fll | 21 Old fellow who’d take ried(S) 

jjT the pledge (5) 17 Feature about a Greek 

I 1 I 22 Certain amount of pres- leads to embarrassment 

sure faring island optics (7) 

solution expert? (d) 18 Unravelling of due inter- 

23 Weighty matters of con- rupted by bad girl (7) 
science? (8) 19 One prey to nagging 

24 Indicate desperate need doubt may be unsucecss- 
to devour the scriptures fui in auction (6) 

(6) 21 Almost certain to get in 

25 Concentrate on commit- at Oxford - that’s appro- 
tee papers (8) priate (5) 

The first (be correct solutions to this week’s puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive bardb ocke d copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations Aj>- 
swersand winners' names will be published next So tarda* Send solutions 
to Satnrdaj Crossword, P.O. Box -JOlS, The Independent. 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5BL. Please use the box number and postcode 
and gbe your own postcode. Last week’s winners: A C-tmper. Swansea: J 
Maudsley, Wigan; A Wood. Burnley; P Beal by. Stockton -nr -Tees p Har- 
ris. Chester. 


Friday’s solution 


UQHUiih] iduujuiuujbu 
liUtuuBJuumiu 
UHQHBE1BEB BHQQE 
Q □ UI □ Q D UI B 
UHBB U3LJEJHHJBEUBLJ 
U E □ □ H LI U 
BUiamUlilil UOUBQH 
Lil □ UJ □ Q □ 

□EHEDH EJUUUUBLi 
Id EJ D H B B D 
BUJBBUBliHUQCl QE1D0 
UljlUWLJUUJLU 
□BBBQ LUUUBUUULJU 
□ UHUUBUU 
UBLUUBhlBbl tlU^UUlii 


Last Saturday's solution 


BUUUBUUUB IdlilUBlil 
UBBUILIUBB 
□□□Dill E1QSI0QQQQE 
aaidHciaaH 
HDEJBBBBQUB BLH2U 
Q 11 D U IH 13 

□ □ a □ a h 

UULJLdLJlJU HEBHBSE 
H Q El CJ [fl U 
aQEGl HHQEJBLIBEiaQ 

□ UQElEElflE 
UUUUUOUHjU tflQQBQ 
BldaHHEIBO 
BBana ddbbulibbu 


1 Membership of union for 
which formal proposal 
may be made (8) 

2 Musical work in two acts, 
specialty adapted? Noth- 
ing in that (/) 

3 Hot and cold running 
water in Yorkshire home 
15) 

4 Atotch what you say ( 1 1 ) 

6 Crocks in need of atten- 
tion? (7-2) 

7 Place is exquisitely dis- 
tinctive (7) 

5 Winter transport said to 
amuse greatly (6) 

13 Braggart making big car 
go afl over the place, 
inviting trouble ? Ill) 

15 Whereby the hum be- 
comes subdued? (9) 

16 Estimates value of old 
coins oriental vessel car- 
ried (S) 

17 Feature about a Greek 
leads to embarrassment 
(7) 

18 Unravelling of due inter- 
rupted by bad girl (7) 

19 One prey to nagging 
doubt may be unsuccess- 
ful in auction (6) 

21 Almost certain to get in 
at Oxford - that’s appro- 
priate (5) 
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PhH Shaw 

Liverpool 

Leeds United . 


Everybody can beat everyone 
else in the Premiership, George 
Graham declared he fore Christ- 
mas. His own team. Leeds, 
continue to provide one of the 
exceptions to the rule when it 
comes to taking on Liverpool, 
for whom Michael Owen and 
Robbie Fowler maintained an 
extraordinary ascendancy in 
the fixture yesterday. 

Owen, breaking the dead- 
lock 55 seconds into the second 
half, and Fowler, with two kite 
goals before Alf Inge Haland's 
reply, consigned Leeds to their 
customary emphatic defeat at 
Anficld. They have now won 
just once in 20 League and Cup 
visits dating hack a quarter of 
a century to the era of Bill 
Shankly and Don Rcvic. 


TODAY 

THIRTEEN 
PAGES OF 
SPORT 
BEGIN ON 
PAGE 12 


Liverpool, whit began 1997 
as League leaders, will go into 
its final game at Newcastle on 
Sunday lying fourth, 12 points 
behind Manchester Llnitcd with 
a match in hand. While only the 
wildest dreamers among their 
fans harbour hopes of the title, 
the manner in which they even- 
tually overwhelmed Leeds sug- 
gested that the runners-up spot 
and a Champions’ League place 
is not beyond them. 

Before a crowd of nearly 
44,000 - English football’s 
biggest away fn >m Old Trafford 
this season - the sides looked 
evenly matched during the first 
half. Liverpool had the only gen- 
uine chance, when Jason McA- 
tecr climaxed a superb, twisting 
run at the hear! of Leeds’ de- 
fence by haplessly scooping the 
hall over the bar with only 
Nigel Marlyn to beat. 

The course of events changed 
irrevocably immediately after 
half-time. Rnhert Molenaar and 


David Robertson contrived to 
jump into one another' as they 
rose to meet Steve Harkn ess’s 
cross, the ball breaking to 
Oyvind Leonhardsen. His short 
pass found Owen charging up in 
support, and the 18-year-old 
drove his 10th goal of the sea- 
son past Martyn from 12 yards. 

Liverpool, and Fowler in par- 
ticular. spumed several chances 
before sealing Leeds’ fate with 
two goals in quick succession. 
With 11 minutes remaining and 
Leeds committed to the quest for 
an equaliser, a move which start- 
ed with David James bowling the 
ball out ended with Steve 
McManaman playing Fowler in 
to drive home his first goal from 
open play since 4 November. His 
second owed everything to 
Owen’s selflessness. Wriggling 
past two defenders, he laid the 
hall across for Fowler to steer 
home his 1 1 th of the season. 

Leeds, for whom Jimmy 
Hasselhamk and David Hopkin 


had shot wide and beaded over - 
respectively eady in either half, 
finally scored their second goal ■ 
in 12 trips to Anfield with six . 
minutes left. Haland, for once j 
leaving McManaman ’s side, - 
headed in Gary Kelly’s free- ! 
kick, which meant Graham's 
team have now scored more : 
goals than they managed all Iasi 
season. 

Roy Evans, savouring three ; 
successive League wins for the : 

first time this season, felt it had 
been a triumph of patience. 

Could they still catch United? ‘ 

“We need more than three vie- 
tones on the trot,” the Liverpool ' 
manager said. “We could do v 
with 23 wins back-to-back to • 
give us a chance." 

McAtoef ' K ** m » ■ 
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rgr ^ n; Owen 1% wfer (Riedla, SSL 


Hafend; Hassebartc ’ - , . 

(MttrtKS Lodge (Bamsteyj. 



ON MONDAY 

TWENTY PAGE 
SPORT SECTION 

Bergkamp, Schmeichel, or Zola’ 

T 0 he r .nH° Urit ^ footb aHer £ 

P „ J! he [^dependent’s top 

Premiership p|ay er of the Year? 
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